
For the best experience, open this PDF portfolio in
Acrobat 9 or Adobe Reader 9, or later.

Get Adobe Reader Now!

http://www.adobe.com/go/reader




 


 


November 24, 2010 


 


A public meeting of the Arizona Game and Fish Commission will be held on December 3-4, 


2010 at the Arizona Game and Fish Department, 5000 W. Carefree Highway, Phoenix, 


Arizona 85086, as authorized by A.R.S. § 17-201(D).  The Commission will discuss and may 


vote to take action on the following matters: 


 


Friday, December 3, 2010, Meeting begins at 8:00 a.m. 


 


1. Executive Session 
 


a. Litigation and Legal Counsel.  The Commission may vote to meet in Executive 


Session in accordance with A.R.S. § 38-431.03(A)(3) and (4) for the purpose of 


discussing and consulting with legal counsel in order to consider its position and to 


instruct legal counsel regarding the Commission’s position concerning In re General 


Stream Adjudication for the Little Colorado River and Gila River; Wilderness Watch v. 


U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service CV-07-1185; Honie v. Knight Transportation, Inc., et al., 


CV2009-050859; Anderson v. Arizona Game and Fish Department, et. al C20089051. 


Center for Biological Diversity v. U.S. Bureau of Land Management, et al., CV 09-8011-


PCT-GMS; Corbett v. State of Arizona, et al., CV 2009-016279; Sayer Notice of Claim; 


Mohave Valley Shooting Range Appeal; State of Alaska v. Rowan Gould et al. (possible 


amicus or intervention in Alaska's Unimak Island litigation). 
 


b. Personnel Matters.  The Commission may vote to go into Executive Session to discuss 


personnel matters, including the Director’s Goals and Objectives pursuant to A.R.S. § 


38-431.01(A)(1). The Commission may decide this matter in the public session or defer 


a decision to a later date. 
 


c. Real Property Negotiations.  The Commission may vote to meet in Executive Session 


pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.03 (A)(7) for discussions or consultations with Department 


staff in order to consider its position and instructs its representatives regarding 


negotiations for the purchase of real property associated with the Horseshoe Ranch 


Project. 
 


d. Litigation and Legal Counsel.  The Commission may vote to meet in Executive 


Session pursuant to A.R.S. §38-431.01(A)(3) and (4) for discussion and consultation 


with legal counsel for legal advice and to consider the Commission's position regarding 


civil damage claims against Mr. Emil McCain. 


 


e. Litigation and Legal Counsel.  The Commission may vote to meet in Executive 


Session in accordance with A.R.S. § 38-431.03(A)(3) and (4) for the purpose of 
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discussing and consulting with legal counsel in order to consider its position and to 


instruct legal counsel regarding the Commission’s position concerning Center for 


Biological Diversity et al. v. Salazar, CV10-02130 (Bald Eagle Litigation). 


 


Pledge of Allegiance. 


 


Awards and Recognition. 


 


2. Litigation Report.  The Department’s legal counsel may report on the status of the 


litigation matters: In re General Stream Adjudication for the Little Colorado River and 


Gila River; Wilderness Watch v. U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service CV-07-1185; Honie v. 


Knight Transportation, Inc., et al., CV2009-050859;; Anderson v. Arizona Game and 


Fish Department, et. al C20089051.  Center for Biological Diversity v. U.S. Bureau of 


Land Management, et al., CV 09-8011-PCT-GMS; Corbett v. State of Arizona, et al., CV 


2009-016279; Sayer Notice of Claim; Mohave Valley Shooting Range Appeal; State of 


Alaska v. Rowan Gould et al. (possible amicus or intervention in Alaska's Unimak Island 


litigation); Center for Biological Diversity et al. v. Salazar, CV10-02130.  The 


Commission may vote to take action on items in the report. 


 


3. Presenter:  Anthony Guiles, Legislative Liaison.  State and Federal Legislation.  


The Commission will be briefed on the status of State and Federal legislation.  The 


Commission may vote to take a position or provide direction to the Department for 


coordination, action, or proposed changes to legislation or other elective issues related to 


Department responsibilities.  The Commission will also review its position on 


designation of Commission members to represent the Commission at the Legislature on 


emergency issues and issues on which the Commission has taken an official position.  


The Commission may vote to take action on this issue. 


 


3A. Presenter:  Ty Gray, Assistant Director, Information, Education and Wildlife 


Recreation.  Information, Education and Wildlife Recreation Activities Briefing.  


The Commission will be given an update of Department activities and events related to 


Information, Education and Wildlife Recreation Programs and progress on Director’s 


Goals and Objectives #4, #5 and #7.  The update covers activities and events that have 


occurred since the October 2010 Commission meeting. The Commission may vote to 


take action on, or provide the Department direction on, items covered in the update. 


 


4. Presenter:  Josh Avey, Habitat Branch Chief.  Lands and Habitat Program Update.  


The Commission will be briefed on the latest developments relating to the 


implementation of land and resource management plans and projects on private, state 


and federal lands in Arizona and other matters related thereto.  The update addresses 


decisions or activities since the September 2010 Commission meeting.  The Commission 


may vote to take action on, or provide the Department direction on, items covered in the 


update. 


 


5. Consent Agenda:  The following items have been grouped together and are hereby 


noticed as consent agenda items to expedite action on routine matters, which may not 


require public discussion.  The Commission will be asked to vote to approve these 


matters as presented, subject to approval or recommendations of the Office of the 
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Attorney General.  Commission members may remove certain items if further public 


input or discussion is deemed necessary. 


 


a. Presenter:  Josh Avey, Habitat Branch Chief.  Request for the Commission to 


Approve a Memorandum of Understanding with the U.S.D.A. Forest Service, 


Apache-Sitgreaves national Forest and the City of Show Low for management 


of Show Low Wetlands, Navajo County, Arizona.  The Commission will be asked 


to vote to approve a Memorandum of Understanding with the U.S.D.A. Forest 


Service, Apache-Sitgreaves National Forest and the City of Show Low for 


management of Show Low Wetlands, Navajo County, Arizona. 


 


b. Presenter:  Josh Avey, Habitat Branch Chief.  Request for the Commission to 


Approve the Extension of the Master Memorandum of Understanding between 


Arizona Game and Fish Department and Pima County for another Ten (10) 


Years.  The Commission will be asked to vote to approve the Extension of the 


Master Memorandum of Understanding between Arizona Game and Fish 


Department and Pima County for another Ten (10) Years.  The Commission may 


vote to take action or provide the Department direction on this item. 


 


c. Presenter:  Josh Avey, Habitat Branch Chief.  Request for the Commission to 


Approve Renewing a Special Use Permit with the U.S.D.A. Apache-Sitgreaves 


National Forest for the Maintenance of Three Existing Wildlife Water 


Catchments Located on the Lakeside Ranger District.  The Commission will be 


asked to vote to approve renewing a Special Use Permit with the U.S.D.A. Apache-


Sitgreaves National Forest for the maintenance of three existing wildlife water 


catchments located on the Lakeside Ranger District.  The Commission may vote to 


take action on, or provide the Department direction on this item. 


 


d. Presenter:  Chantal O’Brien, Research Branch Chief.  Request for the 


Commission to approve a new Intergovernmental Agreement with the Town of 


Marana to cooperate on mutually beneficial wildlife projects.  The Commission 


will be asked to vote to approve an Intergovernmental Agreement that will allow for 


a mutually beneficial working relationship for the common purpose of developing 


wildlife research and monitoring projects associated with Marana’s wildlife 


concerns. The Commission may vote to take action on, or provide the Department 


direction on this item. 


 


e. Presenter:  Brian F. Wakeling, Game Branch Chief.  Request for the 


Commission to Approve a Memorandum of Understanding with Arizona 


Antelope Foundation for cooperative Activities.  The Commission will be asked 


to vote to approve a Memorandum of Understanding to allow the Department to 


cooperate with Arizona Antelope foundation on projects for public information and 


wildlife habitat enhancement.  The Commission may vote to take action on, or 


provide the Department direction on this item. 


 


f. Presenter:  Brian F. Wakeling, Game Branch Chief.  Request for the 


Commission to Approve a Memorandum of Understanding with Arizona 


Wildlife Federation for Cooperative Activities.  The Commission will be asked to 
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vote to approve a Memorandum of Understanding to allow the Department to 


cooperate with Arizona Wildlife Federation on projects for public information and 


wildlife habitat enhancement.  The Commission may vote to take action on or 


provide the Department direction on this item. 


 


ADDED 


g. Presenter:  Mark Weise, Development Branch Chief.  Petition to Lock a Gate 


on State Trust Land Approximately Two Miles East of Gold Canyon, Arizona.  
The Department will be asking the Commission to vote to approve a request by Dee 


Johnson to lock a gate on State Trust Land located approximately two miles east of 


Gold Canyon, Arizona.  The Commission may vote to take action on, or provide the 


Department direction on this item. 


 


6. Presenter:  Rod Lucas, Mesa Regional Supervisor.  Request for Commission 


Consideration of the City of Phoenix Contractor’s request to Close the Base and 


Meridian Wildlife Area to Public Access.  The Commission will be briefed on the 


contractors request to close the Base and Meridian Wildlife Area for construction 


activities associated with the riparian restoration component of the Tres Rios Project.  


This closure is at the request of the project contractor for public safety and to secure the 


project site from risks of theft and vandalism.  The Commission may vote to take action 


on, or provide the Department direction on, this item. 


 


REMOVED 


7. Presenter:  Jennifer Stewart, Rules and Risk Branch Chief.  Request to approve 


the Article 5 Five-year Review Report, regarding Boating and Water Sports, for 


submission to the Governor's Regulatory Review Council (G.R.R.C.).  The 


Commission will be asked to vote to approve the Five-year Review Report for Article 5, 


regarding Boating and Water Sports, for submission to G.R.R.C.  The Commission may 


vote to take action on and provide the Department direction on this item. 


 


8. Presenter:  Jennifer Stewart, Rules and Risk Branch Chief.  Request to approve 


the Notice of Exempt Rulemaking for R12-4-102.  The Commission will be asked to 


vote to approve the Notice of Exempt Rulemaking amending R12-4-102 to establish the 


reduced-fee for the Class F Youth Combination Hunting and Fishing License authorized 


under A.R.S. § 17-336(B). The Commission may vote to take action on and provide the 


Department direction on this item. 


 


9. Presenter:  Jennifer Stewart, Rules and Risk Branch Chief.  Request to approve 


the Notices of Docket Opening, Proposed Rulemaking, and Economic Impact 


Statement for R12-4-205.  Commission will be asked to vote to approve the Notices of 


Docket Opening, Proposed Rulemaking, and Economic Impact Statement for R12-4-


205; promulgating a new rule to establish application and documentation requirements 


for the reduced-fee Class F Youth License. The Commission may vote to take action on 


and provide the Department direction on this item. 


 


10. Call to the Public.  Those persons wishing to speak should complete a speaker’s card 


and present it to the host.  Unless prior approval has been granted by the Chairman, 


comments will be limited to no more than three minutes.  No discussion or action will be 
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taken by the Commission.  Any items requiring further discussion or action will be 


included on a future Commission meeting agenda. 


 


Lunch Break (Begins at 12:00 p.m.) 


 


11. Presenter:  Gene F. Elms, Law Enforcement Branch Chief.  Law Enforcement 


Program Briefing.  The Commission will be updated on the activities and 


developments relating to the Department’s Law Enforcement Program.  The update 


covers activities and events that have occurred since the October 2010 Commission 


meeting.  The Commission may vote to take action on, or provide the Department 


direction on, items covered in the update. 


 


12. Presenter:  Gene F. Elms, Law Enforcement Branch Chief.  Hearings on License 


Revocations for Violations of Game and Fish Codes and Civil Assessments for the 


Illegal Taking and/or Possession of Wildlife; Time Certain at 2:00 p.m.  The 


Commission will consider and take action on the license revocations and/or civil 


assessments for the individuals listed below: 


 


Name Docket # Count Conviction 


Logan G. Formo 2010-0078 Count A: Possess/Transport Unlawfully 


Taken W/L (Deer) 


Robert A. Dozier 2010-0068 Count A: Possess Unlawfully Taken W/L 


(Deer) 


  Count B: Take W/L During Closed 


Season (Deer) 


Robert A. Dozier 2010-0083 Count A: Possess Unlawfully Taken W/L 


(Deer) 


George H. Waibel III 2010-0085 Count F: Exceed Bag Limit (Mule Deer) 


  Count H: Unlawful Possession W/L 


(Mule Deer) 


Paul D. Cox 2010-0086 Count A: Take W/L Closed Season 


(Sheep) 


  Count B: Possess Unlawfully Taken W/L 


(Sheep) 


  Count C: Take W/L Without Valid 


License (Sheep) 


Gilbert N. Watson 2010-0087 Count A: Take W/L Closed Season 


(Turkey) 


  Count B: Take W/L Unlawful Method 


(Turkey) 


Wayne R. Duba 2010-0088 Count A: Take W/L W/I ¼ Mile of 


Residence (Elk) 


    


Wildlife Violator Compact   


James Christensen 2010-0082  Failure to Comply New Mexico 


Citation 


 







 


December 2010 Page 6 of 9 Commission Agenda 


 


13. Eric Gardner, Chief, Nongame Branch.  Nongame Subprogram Activities 


Briefing; August 1, 2010 through November 30, 2010.  The Commission will be 


briefed regarding activities under the Nongame Subprogram; August 1, 2010 through 


November 30, 2010.  The Commission may vote to take action on, or provide the 


Department direction on, items covered in the presentation. 


 


14. Call to the Public. Those persons wishing to speak should complete a speaker’s card 


and present it to the host.  Unless prior approval has been granted by the Chairman, 


comments will be limited to no more than three minutes.  No discussion or action will 


be taken by the Commission.  Any items requiring further discussion or action will be 


included on a future Commission meeting agenda. 


 


15. Presenter:  Bob Broscheid, Deputy Director.  2010 Director’s Goals and Objectives 


Close Out and Transition to 2011.  The Commission will be given an update on the 


status of the 2010 Director’s Goals and Objectives. The Department will make 


recommendations for Commission consideration on which goals are to be considered 


achieved and thus, closed out as of the end of the 2010 year.  The Department will also 


make recommendations to the Commission regarding goals to be retained into calendar 


year 2011. The Commission may vote to take action on, or provide the Department 


direction on, items covered in the update. 


 


* * * * * 


 


Saturday, December 4, 2010, Meeting begins at 8:00 a.m. 


 


Pledge of Allegiance. 


 


Awards and Recognition. 


 


1. Presenter:  Jay Cook, Shooting Range Branch Chief Information and Education 


Division.  Shooting Sports Activities Briefing.  The Commission will be given an 


update of Department activities related to shooting sports including shooting programs 


and shooting range development statewide and progress on Director’s Goal and 


Objective #4. The update covers activities that have occurred since the October 2010 


Commission meeting. The Commission may vote to take action on, or provide the 


Department direction on, items covered in the update. 


 


MOVED (See Friday Agenda Item 3A) 


2. Presenter:  Ty Gray, Assistant Director, Information, Education and Wildlife 


Recreation.  Information, Education and Wildlife Recreation Activities Briefing.  


The Commission will be given an update of Department activities and events related to 


Information, Education and Wildlife Recreation Programs and progress on Director’s 


Goals and Objectives #4, #5 and #7.  The update covers activities and events that have 


occurred since the October 2010 Commission meeting. The Commission may vote to 


take action on, or provide the Department direction on, items covered in the update. 


 


3. Presenter:  Anne Justice-Allen, Wildlife Health Specialist.  Chronic Wasting 


Disease Surveillance and Response Plan.  The revisions to the Chronic Wasting 
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Disease Surveillance and Response Plan will be reviewed.  The presentation is for 


information only, no action will be taken by the Commission. 


 


4. Presenter:  Brian F. Wakeling, Game Branch Chief.  Consideration of Proposed 


Commission Orders 3, 4, and 26 for 2011 Hunting Season.  The Commission will 


consider and may vote to approve Commission Orders 3 (pronghorn antelope), 4 (elk), 


and 26 (population management) establishing seasons and season dates, bag and 


possession limits, permit numbers or authorized limits, and open areas for the respective 


2011 fall hunting season.  A detailed description of all proposals is available for public 


review at all Department offices. 


 


5. Presenter:  Brian F. Wakeling, Game Branch Chief.  Request to Amend Special Big 


Game License Tag Sales Agreements with Wildlife Conservation Organizations 


that Market and Sell Special Big Game License Tags.  The Commission will be asked 


to vote to amend Special Big Game License Tag Sales Agreements as necessary to 


explicitly address sales, marketing, accounting, and record keeping for Wildlife 


Conservation Organizations which are awarded these tags by the Commission for 


marketing and sales.  The Commission may vote to take action on, or provide the 


Department direction on this item. 


 


6. Presenter:  John Bullington, Assistant Director, Special Services.  Hunt Permit-tag 


Application Schedule for Pronghorn Antelope and Elk 2011 Hunts.  The Department 


will provide the Commission with a presentation related to the proposed hunt-permit tag 


application schedule for pronghorn antelope and elk 2011 hunts.  The Commission will 


be asked to vote to approve the application schedule. 


 


ADDED 


6A. Presenter:  Bob Broscheid, Deputy Director, SSD/WMD.  Consideration of 2011 


On-the-Road Commission Meetings.  The Commission will discuss and consider the 


possibility of holding a limited number Commission meetings away from the Game and 


Fish Department headquarters during 2011.  The Commission may vote to take action 


on, or provide the Department direction on, items covered in the update. 


 


7. Presenter:  Terry B. Johnson, Endangered Species Coordinator.  Commission 


Briefing on the Department’s Involvement in Mexican Wolf Reintroduction in 


Arizona and New Mexico and Related Mexican Wolf Recovery and Conservation 


Issues.  The Department will provide a presentation on the Mexican wolf reintroduction 


program and other reintroduction and recovery efforts.  The Commission may vote to 


reaffirm existing policy guidance and/or to provide new or additional policy guidance to 


the Department on any or all aspects of Mexican wolf conservation, including 


reintroduction and rangewide recovery. 


 


8. Call to the Public. Those persons wishing to speak should complete a speaker’s card 


and present it to the host.  Unless prior approval has been granted by the Chairman, 


comments will be limited to no more than three minutes.  No discussion or action will be 


taken by the Commission.  Any items requiring further discussion or action will be 


included on a future Commission meeting agenda. 
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9. Approval of Minutes and Signing of Minutes.  The Commission will be asked to 


approve the Commission meeting minutes from August 20-21, 2010, August 25, 2010, 


August 27, 2010, August 31, 2010, September 10, 2010, October 8-9, 2010 and 


November 16, 2010, and if approved, the signing of these same minutes. 


 


10. Director’s and Chairman’s Reports.  The Director and the Chairman will report on 


Department and Commission activities since the last meeting.  This item will be 


informational only and no action will be taken at this meeting.  If further discussion is 


necessary, those items requiring discussion may be placed on a future Commission 


meeting agenda. 


 


11. Commissioners’ Reports.  The Commissioners will report on their activities since the 


last meeting related to Game and Fish Commission duties and responsibilities.  This 


item will be informational only and no action will be taken at this meeting.  If further 


discussion is necessary, those items requiring discussion may be placed on a future 


Commission meeting agenda. 


 


12. Future Agenda Items and Action Items. 


 


* * * * * 


The agenda may be revised and additional items may be added prior to the meeting as 


authorized by A.R.S. §38-431.02.  In that event, an addendum to the agenda will be noticed 


and posted prior to the meeting at Department offices.  Commission agenda items not noticed 


for a specific time may be taken out of order. 


 


Background materials provided to Commission members concerning public agenda items are 


available for public inspection at the main office of the Arizona Game and Fish Department at 


5000 W. Carefree Highway, Phoenix, at Department regional offices in Pinetop, Flagstaff, 


Kingman, Yuma, Tucson, Mesa and at the meetings. 


 


During the public meeting, the Commission may afford any person, their duly authorized 


representative, or both, the opportunity to present statements relating to agenda items, with or 


without the opportunity to present them orally. 


 


The Commission may go into Executive Session for the purpose of obtaining legal advice from 


the Commission Attorneys on any of the above agenda items pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.03 


(A) (3) & (4). 


 


One or more members of the Commission may appear and participate in the meeting 


telephonically or by other electronic means. 


 


Persons with a disability may request a reasonable accommodation, such as a sign language 


interpreter, or this document in an alternative format, by contacting the AGFD Deputy 


Director, 5000 W. Carefree Highway, Phoenix, Arizona 85086, 602-942-3000.  Requests 


should be made as early as possible to allow time to arrange the accommodation. 


 


The Arizona Game and Fish Department is responsible for managing Arizona’s fish and 


wildlife resource as an enduring public trust.  In addition, the Department is charged with 












 


November 12, 2010 
 
A public meeting of the Arizona Game and Fish Commission will be held on December 3-4, 
2010 at the Arizona Game and Fish Department, 5000 W. Carefree Highway, Phoenix, 
Arizona 85086, as authorized by A.R.S. § 17-201(D).  The Commission will discuss and may 
vote to take action on the following matters: 
 
Friday, December 3, 2010, Meeting begins at 8:00 a.m. 
 
1. Executive Session 
 


a. Litigation and Legal Counsel.  The Commission may vote to meet in Executive 
Session in accordance with A.R.S. § 38-431.03(A)(3) and (4) for the purpose of 
discussing and consulting with legal counsel in order to consider its position and to 
instruct legal counsel regarding the Commission’s position concerning In re General 
Stream Adjudication for the Little Colorado River and Gila River; Wilderness Watch v. 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service CV-07-1185; Honie v. Knight Transportation, Inc., et al., 
CV2009-050859; Anderson v. Arizona Game and Fish Department, et. al C20089051. 
Center for Biological Diversity v. U.S. Bureau of Land Management, et al., CV 09-8011-
PCT-GMS; Corbett v. State of Arizona, et al., CV 2009-016279; Sayer Notice of Claim; 
Mohave Valley Shooting Range Appeal; State of Alaska v. Rowan Gould et al. (possible 
amicus or intervention in Alaska's Unimak Island litigation). 


 
b. Personnel Matters.  The Commission may vote to go into Executive Session to discuss 


personnel matters, including the Director’s Goals and Objectives pursuant to A.R.S. § 
38-431.01(A)(1). The Commission may decide this matter in the public session or defer 
a decision to a later date. 


 
c. Real Property Negotiations.  The Commission may vote to meet in Executive Session 


pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.03 (A)(7) for discussions or consultations with Department 
staff in order to consider its position and instructs its representatives regarding 
negotiations for the purchase of real property associated with the Horseshoe Ranch 
Project. 


 
d. Litigation and Legal Counsel.  The Commission may vote to meet in Executive 


Session pursuant to A.R.S. §38-431.01(A)(3) and (4) for discussion and consultation 
with legal counsel for legal advice and to consider the Commission's position regarding 
civil damage claims against Mr. Emil McCain. 


 
e. Litigation and Legal Counsel.  The Commission may vote to meet in Executive 


Session in accordance with A.R.S. § 38-431.03(A)(3) and (4) for the purpose of 


 







 


discussing and consulting with legal counsel in order to consider its position and to 
instruct legal counsel regarding the Commission’s position concerning Center for 
Biological Diversity et al. v. Salazar, CV10-02130 (Bald Eagle Litigation). 


 
Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Awards and Recognition. 
 
2. Litigation Report.  The Department’s legal counsel may report on the status of the 


litigation matters: In re General Stream Adjudication for the Little Colorado River and 
Gila River; Wilderness Watch v. U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service CV-07-1185; Honie v. 
Knight Transportation, Inc., et al., CV2009-050859;; Anderson v. Arizona Game and 
Fish Department, et. al C20089051.  Center for Biological Diversity v. U.S. Bureau of 
Land Management, et al., CV 09-8011-PCT-GMS; Corbett v. State of Arizona, et al., CV 
2009-016279; Sayer Notice of Claim; Mohave Valley Shooting Range Appeal; State of 
Alaska v. Rowan Gould et al. (possible amicus or intervention in Alaska's Unimak Island 
litigation); Center for Biological Diversity et al. v. Salazar, CV10-02130.  The 
Commission may vote to take action on items in the report. 


 
3. Presenter:  Anthony Guiles, Legislative Liaison.  State and Federal Legislation.  


The Commission will be briefed on the status of State and Federal legislation.  The 
Commission may vote to take a position or provide direction to the Department for 
coordination, action, or proposed changes to legislation or other elective issues related to 
Department responsibilities.  The Commission will also review its position on 
designation of Commission members to represent the Commission at the Legislature on 
emergency issues and issues on which the Commission has taken an official position.  
The Commission may vote to take action on this issue. 


 
4. Presenter:  Josh Avey, Habitat Branch Chief.  Lands and Habitat Program Update.  


The Commission will be briefed on the latest developments relating to the 
implementation of land and resource management plans and projects on private, state 
and federal lands in Arizona and other matters related thereto.  The update addresses 
decisions or activities since the September 2010 Commission meeting.  The Commission 
may vote to take action on, or provide the Department direction on, items covered in the 
update. 


 
5. Consent Agenda:  The following items have been grouped together and are hereby 


noticed as consent agenda items to expedite action on routine matters, which may not 
require public discussion.  The Commission will be asked to vote to approve these 
matters as presented, subject to approval or recommendations of the Office of the 
Attorney General.  Commission members may remove certain items if further public 
input or discussion is deemed necessary. 


 
a. Presenter:  Josh Avey, Habitat Branch Chief.  Request for the Commission to 


Approve a Memorandum of Understanding with the U.S.D.A. Forest Service, 
Apache-Sitgreaves national Forest and the City of Show Low for management 
of Show Low Wetlands, Navajo County, Arizona.  The Commission will be asked 
to vote to approve a Memorandum of Understanding with the U.S.D.A. Forest 
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Service, Apache-Sitgreaves National Forest and the City of Show Low for 
management of Show Low Wetlands, Navajo County, Arizona. 


 
b. Presenter:  Josh Avey, Habitat Branch Chief.  Request for the Commission to 


Approve the Extension of the Master Memorandum of Understanding between 
Arizona Game and Fish Department and Pima County for another Ten (10) 
Years.  The Commission will be asked to vote to approve the Extension of the 
Master Memorandum of Understanding between Arizona Game and Fish 
Department and Pima County for another Ten (10) Years.  The Commission may 
vote to take action or provide the Department direction on this item. 


 
c. Presenter:  Josh Avey, Habitat Branch Chief.  Request for the Commission to 


Approve Renewing a Special Use Permit with the U.S.D.A. Apache-Sitgreaves 
National Forest for the Maintenance of Three Existing Wildlife Water 
Catchments Located on the Lakeside Ranger District.  The Commission will be 
asked to vote to approve renewing a Special Use Permit with the U.S.D.A. Apache-
Sitgreaves National Forest for the maintenance of three existing wildlife water 
catchments located on the Lakeside Ranger District.  The Commission may vote to 
take action on, or provide the Department direction on this item. 


 
d. Presenter:  Chantal O’Brien, Research Branch Chief.  Request for the 


Commission to approve a new Intergovernmental Agreement with the Town of 
Marana to cooperate on mutually beneficial wildlife projects.  The Commission 
will be asked to vote to approve an Intergovernmental Agreement that will allow for 
a mutually beneficial working relationship for the common purpose of developing 
wildlife research and monitoring projects associated with Marana’s wildlife 
concerns. The Commission may vote to take action on, or provide the Department 
direction on this item. 


 
e. Presenter:  Brian F. Wakeling, Game Branch Chief.  Request for the 


Commission to Approve a Memorandum of Understanding with Arizona 
Antelope Foundation for cooperative Activities.  The Commission will be asked 
to vote to approve a Memorandum of Understanding to allow the Department to 
cooperate with Arizona Antelope foundation on projects for public information and 
wildlife habitat enhancement.  The Commission may vote to take action on, or 
provide the Department direction on this item. 


 
f. Presenter:  Brian F. Wakeling, Game Branch Chief.  Request for the 


Commission to Approve a Memorandum of Understanding with Arizona 
Wildlife Federation for Cooperative Activities.  The Commission will be asked to 
vote to approve a Memorandum of Understanding to allow the Department to 
cooperate with Arizona Wildlife Federation on projects for public information and 
wildlife habitat enhancement.  The Commission may vote to take action on or 
provide the Department direction on this item. 


 
6. Presenter:  Rod Lucas, Mesa Regional Supervisor.  Request for Commission 


Consideration of the City of Phoenix Contractor’s request to Close the Base and 
Meridian Wildlife Area to Public Access.  The Commission will be briefed on the 
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contractors request to close the Base and Meridian Wildlife Area for construction 
activities associated with the riparian restoration component of the Tres Rios Project.  
This closure is at the request of the project contractor for public safety and to secure the 
project site from risks of theft and vandalism.  The Commission may vote to take action 
on, or provide the Department direction on, this item. 


 
7. Presenter:  Jennifer Stewart, Rules and Risk Branch Chief.  Request to approve 


the Article 5 Five-year Review Report, regarding Boating and Water Sports, for 
submission to the Governor's Regulatory Review Council (G.R.R.C.).  The 
Commission will be asked to vote to approve the Five-year Review Report for Article 5, 
regarding Boating and Water Sports, for submission to G.R.R.C.  The Commission may 
vote to take action on and provide the Department direction on this item. 


 
8. Presenter:  Jennifer Stewart, Rules and Risk Branch Chief.  Request to approve 


the Notice of Exempt Rulemaking for R12-4-102.  The Commission will be asked to 
vote to approve the Notice of Exempt Rulemaking amending R12-4-102 to establish the 
reduced-fee for the Class F Youth Combination Hunting and Fishing License authorized 
under A.R.S. § 17-336(B). The Commission may vote to take action on and provide the 
Department direction on this item. 


 
9. Presenter:  Jennifer Stewart, Rules and Risk Branch Chief.  Request to approve 


the Notices of Docket Opening, Proposed Rulemaking, and Economic Impact 
Statement for R12-4-205.  Commission will be asked to vote to approve the Notices of 
Docket Opening, Proposed Rulemaking, and Economic Impact Statement for R12-4-
205; promulgating a new rule to establish application and documentation requirements 
for the reduced-fee Class F Youth License. The Commission may vote to take action on 
and provide the Department direction on this item. 


 
10. Call to the Public.  Those persons wishing to speak should complete a speaker’s card 


and present it to the host.  Unless prior approval has been granted by the Chairman, 
comments will be limited to no more than three minutes.  No discussion or action will be 
taken by the Commission.  Any items requiring further discussion or action will be 
included on a future Commission meeting agenda. 


 
Lunch Break (Begins at 12:00 p.m.) 


 
11. Presenter:  Gene F. Elms, Law Enforcement Branch Chief.  Law Enforcement 


Program Briefing.  The Commission will be updated on the activities and 
developments relating to the Department’s Law Enforcement Program.  The update 
covers activities and events that have occurred since the October 2010 Commission 
meeting.  The Commission may vote to take action on, or provide the Department 
direction on, items covered in the update. 


 
12. Presenter:  Gene F. Elms, Law Enforcement Branch Chief.  Hearings on License 


Revocations for Violations of Game and Fish Codes and Civil Assessments for the 
Illegal Taking and/or Possession of Wildlife; Time Certain at 2:00 p.m.  The 
Commission will consider and take action on the license revocations and/or civil 
assessments for the individuals listed below: 


December 2010 Page 4 of 8 Commission Agenda 


 







 


 
Name Docket # Count Conviction 


Logan G. Formo 2010-0078 Count A: Possess/Transport Unlawfully 
Taken W/L (Deer) 


Robert A. Dozier 2010-0068 Count A: Possess Unlawfully Taken W/L 
(Deer) 


  Count B: Take W/L During Closed 
Season (Deer) 


Robert A. Dozier 2010-0083 Count A: Possess Unlawfully Taken W/L 
(Deer) 


George H. Waibel III 2010-0085 Count F: Exceed Bag Limit (Mule Deer) 
  Count H: Unlawful Possession W/L 


(Mule Deer) 
Paul D. Cox 2010-0086 Count A: Take W/L Closed Season 


(Sheep) 
  Count B: Possess Unlawfully Taken W/L 


(Sheep) 
  Count C: Take W/L Without Valid 


License (Sheep) 
Gilbert N. Watson 2010-0087 Count A: Take W/L Closed Season 


(Turkey) 
  Count B: Take W/L Unlawful Method 


(Turkey) 
Wayne R. Duba 2010-0088 Count A: Take W/L W/I ¼ Mile of 


Residence (Elk) 
    


Wildlife Violator Compact   
James Christensen 2010-0082  Failure to Comply New Mexico 


Citation 
 
13. Eric Gardner, Chief, Nongame Branch.  Nongame Subprogram Activities 


Briefing; August 1, 2010 through November 30, 2010.  The Commission will be 
briefed regarding activities under the Nongame Subprogram; August 1, 2010 through 
November 30, 2010.  The Commission may vote to take action on, or provide the 
Department direction on, items covered in the presentation. 


 
14. Call to the Public. Those persons wishing to speak should complete a speaker’s card 


and present it to the host.  Unless prior approval has been granted by the Chairman, 
comments will be limited to no more than three minutes.  No discussion or action will 
be taken by the Commission.  Any items requiring further discussion or action will be 
included on a future Commission meeting agenda. 


 
15. Presenter:  Bob Broscheid, Deputy Director.  2010 Director’s Goals and Objectives 


Close Out and Transition to 2011.  The Commission will be given an update on the 
status of the 2010 Director’s Goals and Objectives. The Department will make 
recommendations for Commission consideration on which goals are to be considered 
achieved and thus, closed out as of the end of the 2010 year.  The Department will also 
make recommendations to the Commission regarding goals to be retained into calendar 
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year 2011. The Commission may vote to take action on, or provide the Department 
direction on, items covered in the update. 


 
* * * * * 


 
Saturday, December 4, 2010, Meeting begins at 8:00 a.m. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Awards and Recognition. 
 
1. Presenter:  Jay Cook, Shooting Range Branch Chief Information and Education 


Division.  Shooting Sports Activities Briefing.  The Commission will be given an 
update of Department activities related to shooting sports including shooting programs 
and shooting range development statewide and progress on Director’s Goal and 
Objective #4. The update covers activities that have occurred since the October 2010 
Commission meeting. The Commission may vote to take action on, or provide the 
Department direction on, items covered in the update. 


 
2. Presenter:  Ty Gray, Assistant Director, Information, Education and Wildlife 


Recreation.  Information, Education and Wildlife Recreation Activities Briefing.  
The Commission will be given an update of Department activities and events related to 
Information, Education and Wildlife Recreation Programs and progress on Director’s 
Goals and Objectives #4, #5 and #7.  The update covers activities and events that have 
occurred since the October 2010 Commission meeting. The Commission may vote to 
take action on, or provide the Department direction on, items covered in the update. 


 
3. Presenter:  Anne Justice-Allen, Wildlife Health Specialist.  Chronic Wasting 


Disease Surveillance and Response Plan.  The revisions to the Chronic Wasting 
Disease Surveillance and Response Plan will be reviewed.  The presentation is for 
information only, no action will be taken by the Commission. 


 
4. Presenter:  Brian F. Wakeling, Game Branch Chief.  Consideration of Proposed 


Commission Orders 3, 4, and 26 for 2011 Hunting Season.  The Commission will 
consider and may vote to approve Commission Orders 3 (pronghorn antelope), 4 (elk), 
and 26 (population management) establishing seasons and season dates, bag and 
possession limits, permit numbers or authorized limits, and open areas for the respective 
2011 fall hunting season.  A detailed description of all proposals is available for public 
review at all Department offices. 


 
5. Presenter:  Brian F. Wakeling, Game Branch Chief.  Request to Amend Special Big 


Game License Tag Sales Agreements with Wildlife Conservation Organizations 
that Market and Sell Special Big Game License Tags.  The Commission will be asked 
to vote to amend Special Big Game License Tag Sales Agreements as necessary to 
explicitly address sales, marketing, accounting, and record keeping for Wildlife 
Conservation Organizations which are awarded these tags by the Commission for 
marketing and sales.  The Commission may vote to take action on, or provide the 
Department direction on this item. 
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6. Presenter:  John Bullington, Assistant Director, Special Services.  Hunt Permit-tag 


Application Schedule for Pronghorn Antelope and Elk 2011 Hunts.  The Department 
will provide the Commission with a presentation related to the proposed hunt-permit tag 
application schedule for pronghorn antelope and elk 2011 hunts.  The Commission will 
be asked to vote to approve the application schedule. 


 
7. Presenter:  Terry B. Johnson, Endangered Species Coordinator.  Commission 


Briefing on the Department’s Involvement in Mexican Wolf Reintroduction in 
Arizona and New Mexico and Related Mexican Wolf Recovery and Conservation 
Issues.  The Department will provide a presentation on the Mexican wolf reintroduction 
program and other reintroduction and recovery efforts.  The Commission may vote to 
reaffirm existing policy guidance and/or to provide new or additional policy guidance to 
the Department on any or all aspects of Mexican wolf conservation, including 
reintroduction and rangewide recovery. 


 
8. Call to the Public. Those persons wishing to speak should complete a speaker’s card 


and present it to the host.  Unless prior approval has been granted by the Chairman, 
comments will be limited to no more than three minutes.  No discussion or action will be 
taken by the Commission.  Any items requiring further discussion or action will be 
included on a future Commission meeting agenda. 


 
9. Approval of Minutes and Signing of Minutes.  The Commission will be asked to 


approve the Commission meeting minutes from August 20-21, 2010, August 25, 2010, 
August 27, 2010, August 31, 2010, September 10, 2010, October 8-9, 2010 and 
November 16, 2010, and if approved, the signing of these same minutes. 


 
10. Director’s and Chairman’s Reports.  The Director and the Chairman will report on 


Department and Commission activities since the last meeting.  This item will be 
informational only and no action will be taken at this meeting.  If further discussion is 
necessary, those items requiring discussion may be placed on a future Commission 
meeting agenda. 


 
11. Commissioners’ Reports.  The Commissioners will report on their activities since the 


last meeting related to Game and Fish Commission duties and responsibilities.  This 
item will be informational only and no action will be taken at this meeting.  If further 
discussion is necessary, those items requiring discussion may be placed on a future 
Commission meeting agenda. 


 
12. Future Agenda Items and Action Items. 
 


* * * * * 
The agenda may be revised and additional items may be added prior to the meeting as 
authorized by A.R.S. §38-431.02.  In that event, an addendum to the agenda will be noticed 
and posted prior to the meeting at Department offices.  Commission agenda items not noticed 
for a specific time may be taken out of order. 
 
Background materials provided to Commission members concerning public agenda items are 
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Shooting Sports Activities Briefing 


For the Arizona Game and Fish Commission 


December 4, 2010 


Phoenix, AZ 


 


 


3-Points Shooting Range 


 


 Range Improvements – Construction of additional access to the public ranges has been 


completed and safety rails are being installed.  Roof repairs due to storm damage on the 


office and maintenance buildings have been completed. The club was awarded a 


$12,350.00 grant from the NRA to complete dirt work on safety berms on the 500 meter 


silhouette range, pistol silhouette range and finish the action range long bay impact berm.  


The Department will be providing additional support and equipment to complete these 


projects.  Supports Director’s Goal and Objective # 4 


 


7- Mile Range 


 


 Range Improvements – The club has completed maintenance upgrades and has installed 


signage to the boundary fence. The Department completed follow-up roadwork and 


applied chip seal to the entrance and roadway.  The club completed installation of water 


and electrical conduit to the new canopies for the pistol bays.  The club has completed 50 


percent of the work on the trap and skeet meeting room enclosure. The Department will 


be providing equipment support thru December for maintenance on the impact and lateral 


berms. Supports Director’s Goal and Objective # 4 


 


Adair Shooting Range 


 


 Proposed Transfer – As reported in past updates the Department has contacted the 


Bureau of Reclamation (BOR) on the status of transferring the Adair Shooting Range 


property from Yuma County to the Commission. The BOR is reviewing the current Phase 


I and Phase II studies. The BOR has not provided a timeline for the transfer of the 


property. The Department will provide Yuma County all the information on the proposed 


transfer when the BOR completes its process. 


 


Ben Avery Shooting Facility 


 


 Cowboy Mounted Shooting Center (MSC) – The Department continues working with 


the Arizona Cowboy Mounted Shooters Association (ACMSA) development committee 


to implement Phase-II of the Mounted Shooting Center and multi-use area.  Phase-II is 


scheduled to begin in mid-December. Supports Director’s Goal and Objective #4 


 


 Master Plan Amendment – The Department will be requesting and amendment to the 


BASF Master Plan to include the addition of the Maricopa County Trail to the north end 


of the property.   
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 DPS Partnership – The Department is coordinating with DPS on potentially developing 


an education complex on the DPS range including classrooms, armories and offices.    


 


 Shooting Events – The Department hosted 25 different practices and matches in the 


month of November the most notable being the ASRPA Black Powder Cartridge Rifle 


Silhouette State Championships on November 19
th


, 20
th


 and 21
st 


and the Desert Sharp 


Shooters State  High Power Championships on November 26
th


 27
th


 and 28
th


 .    


 


Ben Avery Clay Target Center  


 


 Master Plan Amendment – The Department will be proposing an amendment to the 


Clay Target Center segment of Ben Avery Master Plan. Specifically, swapping locations 


of the future Sporting Clays Courses and Trap and Skeet Line and moving the location of 


the proposed Business Center. The Department continues to coordinate with effected user 


groups on this proposed change. Supports Director’s Goal and Objective # 4 


 


 Shooting Events – The Department hosted one of the first trap shoots of the season on 


November 19
th


, 20th and 21
st
 with 90 participants and 26,800 targets being thrown.  The 


Department hosted the 13
th


 Annual SECC Charity event with a new record high of 153 


participants which raised a new record of nearly $11,000 for state charities.    


 


Northern Arizona Shooting Range  


 


 Commission Objective – The Foster Ranch Property fulfills the Commission Objective 


for the Northern Arizona Shooting Range.  The Commission approved objective is as 


follows.  “To develop a local shooting range with the potential to expand into a 


regional facility located within 30 minutes of downtown Flagstaff by the year 2013. 


 


 Conceptual Range Designs – The Department continues to develop conceptual range 


designs to incorporate public input and other expertise as well as concepts that will 


include the existing structures on the property. The Department is working towards 


creating a preferred alternative to be presented to the Commission for final approval in 


March of 2011.   


 


 DPS Coordination/Partnership – The Department has met with DPS for possible 


financial assistance for the development of the range including initial construction and an 


education complex that includes classrooms, armories and offices.    


 


 Forest Service Coordination – The Department continues to work on the necessary 


documents for the process to acquire a long term Right-of-Way for road and utility 


access, a Special Use Permit for 80-acres adjacent to the southeast corner of the property 


and the closure of a safety area north of the range property.  These processes will not 


impede initial construction. 


 


 Inter-Governmental Coordination Meeting – The Department has scheduled a meeting 


with several government entities in the Flagstaff area to provide them with an 


informational briefing on the shooting range.  The entities attending the meeting include 
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the National Park Service, National Forest Service, US Fish and Wildlife Service 


Coconino County Board of Supervisors, and the City of Flagstaff.   


 


 SHPO Coordination – The Department continues to work on the process to secure 


approval from SHPO to initiate construction activities.   


 


 Timelines and Milestones – The Department has developed a Gantt chart with estimated 


timelines and milestones for range pre-development and development schedules.  


Additional updates will be provided each month during the shooting range update.   


 


Chino Valley Shooting Range 


 


 Development Plans – The Department has coordinated with the Town of Chino Valley 


(TCV) Engineering Section on layout, site plan and construction. Preliminary site 


construction plans have been developed and funding will be distributed in December to 


initiate construction on the range.   


 


Rio Salado Sportsmen’s Club - Usery Mountain Shooting Range 


 


  Range Improvements – The Department has completed the initial site assessment to 


construct an education building. The Department will be scheduling a SHPO survey to 


be completed by end of January. Once the initial permitting compliance and 


environmental clearances are completed construction can begin. Construction is targeted 


to begin by the end of March 2011.  Supports Director’s Goal and Objective # 4 


 


Sierra Vista Range 


 


 Acquisition of BLM Patent – The Department has completed a seventeen year 


acquisition process that started in 1993 to transfer the patent to the Commission.   


 


 Range improvements – The Department has received quotes from the on-call 


contractors for repairs and upgrades to the access road and development of a low water 


crossing.  The Department is completing the required clearances and should begin 


construction in January.  The club has submitted a request to develop a clay target range. 


The Department is reviewing the plan of development and will begin the clay target range 


construction in spring 2011. Supports Director’s Goal and Objective # 4 


 


Silver Creek Archery Range 
 


 Site Development – Construction of the concrete pad firing line and shade structures is 


complete.  This will provide ADA parking and access to the shooting line. The White 


Mountain Bowhunters have begun planning and layout of the walking trails and 3-D 


archery course.  The final construction of the walking trails will be completed in spring 


2011 when weather permits.  In spring of 2011, the club will be providing a consistent 


monthly public shooting schedule to provide for public access to the range.  Supports 


Director’s Goal and Objective # 4 
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St. Johns Shooting Range 


 


 Range Acquisition – The Department has received the Phase I Environmental Site 


Assessment review from ADOA-RMS.  The Department is evaluating the review and 


coordinating a response to ADOA-RMS on any issues that were identified. The 


Department is reviewing the final title report for the transfer of the property. Supports 


Director’s Goal and Objective # 4 


 


 


Tri-State Shooting Range 


 


 Legislation – The Mohave Valley Land Conveyance (MVLC) bill S.3565 received a 


hearing before the National Parks, and the Public Lands and Forests Subcommittees on 


September 29
th


. Senator McCain has introduced the Senate version of the Mohave Valley 


Land Conveyance bill, S.3565, which would direct the BLM to convey federal land to the 


Arizona Game and Fish Commission for the construction of the Mohave Valley Shooting 


Range.   


 


 Site Location – As reported in past updates the Interior Board of Land Appeals is 


reviewing the BLM Record of Decision (ROD) appeal submitted by the Fort Mohave and 


Hualapai Indian Tribes. Once the review is completed the Department will schedule a 


meeting with the BLM to determine how to proceed. 


 


White Mountain Shooters Association 


 
 Coordination – The Department completed the sound study on October 20


th
 at the 


Second Knoll Shooting Range.  The sound consultant is preparing a final sound study 


report.  The preliminary results are that all sound tests were well below the required state 


statute limits.  The Department’s environmental consultant has begun coordination with 


all interested parties on developing the public scoping component of NEPA. The 


Departments continues to work with White Mountain Shooters Association on the 


development of the range. Supports Director’s Goal and Objective # 4 


 


 


 


 


 


 


.  
 








Lands Update 


For the Arizona Game and Fish Commission 


November 24, 2010 


Phoenix, Arizona 


 


FOREST SERVICE LAND AND TRAVEL MANAGEMENT PLANNING 


 


Apache-Sitgreaves National Forests 


The draft Environmental Impact Statement for Public Motorized Travel Management Plan 


Assessment for the Apache-Sitgreaves National Forests was released on October 25 for public 


comment.  The Department is currently reviewing the draft document.  


 


Coconino National Forest 


The Forest held open houses to gather input on the Working Draft of the Revised Land 


Management Plan.  This document is in the very early stages of development, and not all 


elements of the plan are available for review at this time.  Elements available for review address 


desired future conditions for the various vegetation types on the Forest.  The Department is 


currently reviewing the draft and will be submitting comments in early December.  The Forest 


also conducted a public workshop to gather input on the recreation element of the Revised Land 


Management Plan, which the Department attended among other diverse stakeholders.  Issues 


discussed centered on public access, resource protection, the Travel Management Rule, and user 


conflicts.  The Working Draft for the recreation element indicates that hunting, fishing, and 


wildlife viewing will be recognized in the new plan. 


 


Coronado National Forest   


The Department met with the Forest to discuss the latest version of the Draft Environmental 


Impact Statement for the Coronado’s new Land Management Plan.  The Forest will not provide 


the document until it is available to the public sometime in January.  The Forest did bring several 


updates to our attention, including the addition of wildlife linkage management approaches and 


reconfigured motorized recreation zones.  No new changes are anticipated to the document 


before release to the public. 


 


Prescott National Forest 


The Department, after extensive coordination with the Forest in the development of the product, 


is reviewing a draft version of the Forest’s proposed Forest Plan Revision.  Coordination with the 


Forest has been improved over the better part of the previous year. 


 


Tonto National Forest  


The Department continues to participate on the district level with the Forest for the refinement of 


the travel management plan. It is anticipated that the Department will meet with the Forest after 


the first of the year to review and provide comment on the product before it is made available to 


the public. The plan revision process has not yet been initiated for this Forest; however, it is 


anticipated to regain momentum after the travel management process becomes finalized. The 


Department is coordinating with the forest planner. 


 


 


 


 







- 2 - 


U.S. FOREST SERVICE 


 


Four Forests Restoration Initiative 


The US Forest Service (USFS) continues to work on an accelerated, landscape-scale forest 


restoration project on four forests (Coconino, Kaibab, Apache-Sitgreaves, and Tonto), aka Four 


Forests Restoration Initiative (4FRI).  The 4FRI calls for mechanical tree thinning and fire to 


restore at least one million acres of northern Arizona forests over 20 years.  The Department is 


an active stakeholder.  The 4FRI Stakeholder Group recently completed the Landscape 


Restoration Strategy for the First Analysis Area and submitted this document to the USFS.  This 


Landscape Strategy provides detailed forest analyses and management recommendations for the 


USFS’ consideration as they develop the first 4FRI Environmental Impact Statement.  This first 


EIS covers 750,000 acres of both the Coconino and Kaibab National Forests primarily in the 


landscape south and west of Flagstaff and Williams.  The USFS intends to release the Proposed 


Action in early 2011, a Draft EIS in fall 2011, and a Record of Decision in spring 2012.  


Meanwhile, the USFS is developing a Request for Proposals to attract small-diameter wood 


industries to handle restoration by-products and reduce costs.  The USFS has demonstrated 


significant commitment to collaboration with the 4FRI Stakeholder Group that is expected to 


continue through planning, implementation, monitoring, and adaptive management. 


 


Apache-Sitgreaves National Forests 


Department and Forest personnel met to discuss the Department’s Herbaceous Forage 


Production and Utilization Monitoring Program for Consideration in Elk Management. This 


meeting was held in response to concerns raised by the Forest over the past few years that the 


current herbaceous forage monitoring protocol, which focuses on early and late season forage 


utilization monitoring within elk use only areas was not adequate to evaluate other potential 


habitat impacts of elk on the Forest. Follow-up meetings are planned to further discus priority 


areas of concern and potential modifications to the existing protocol.   


 


Work by the Black Mesa Ranger District on the Heber Wild Horse Territory Analysis has 


recently resumed. The analysis will provide for the development of a Heber Wild Horse 


Territory Management Plan in order for the Forest to be compliant with the Wild Horse and 


Burros Protection Act. The District is currently working on analyzing the effects of the various 


alternatives, and anticipates that the draft Environmental Assessment will be completed and out 


for public review by May of 2011, with the Decision Notice signed in November of 2011. 


 


Work by the Black Mesa Ranger District on the Rodeo-Chedeski Fire Prescribed Burn analysis 


has recently resumed. The analysis will provide for the application of prescribed fire over much 


of the area on the Forest south of State Route 260 impacted by the 2002 Rodeo-Chedeski Fire. 


The District anticipates that the Decision Notice will be signed in April of 2011. 


 


Coconino National Forest 


The Department commented on the draft Fossil Creek Resource Assessment, which is one of the 


initial steps in the development of a Comprehensive River Management Plan (CRMP).  The 


Department has been directly involved in Fossil Creek as it relates to the decommissioning of the 


dam, restoration of a native fishery, and enforcement.  Fossil Creek was designated a Wild and 


Scenic River in March of 2009.  The aquatic and upland vegetation and species diversity along 


Fossil Creek is crucial habitat for wildlife.  In the draft Resource Assessment, the Coconino 


National Forest determined that wildlife and its associated habitat (riparian communities and 
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botany) along Fossil Creek were not considered as Outstandingly Remarkable Values (ORV’s).  


ORV’s are a standard management designation in the CRMP process; resources designated as 


ORV’s in the Resource Assessment are carried through to the CRMP level and assigned specific 


management objectives.  The Department disagreed with the Forest’s determination that Fossil 


Creek wildlife and associated habitats were not ORV’s due to the relative importance of this 


riparian area.  The Department’s comment letter is attached. 


 


The Ranger Districts formerly known as Peaks and Mormon Lake have been combined into the 


Flagstaff Ranger District. 


 


The Flagstaff Ranger District has invited the Department to participate on the Interdisciplinary 


Team for the upcoming Wing Mountain Forest Health and Fuels Reduction Project which 


includes portions of GMU 7 and 11.  This project is adjacent to the recently-signed Hart Prairie 


Project and its main goals are to restore ponderosa pine forest health while protecting the San 


Francisco Peaks and nearby private lands from uncharacteristic wildfire.  The Forest is 


welcoming Department input into potential wildlife habitat improvements as part of this project, 


including restoration of Big Leroux Springs which is the headwaters of the Rio de Flag. 


 


Coronado National Forest   


The Department redeveloped two wildlife water catchments in the Dragoon Mountains with 


volunteer help and completed a water project involving a new well and water system as a Habitat 


Partnership Project in the Chirichauha Mountains. This project was one of last year’s proposals 


out of the Southeastern Arizona Habitat Partnership Committee.  


 


Prescott National Forest 


The Department is participating in a series of public and agency workshops to develop strategies 


for improving outdoor recreation in the region (southern Prescott National Forest, adjacent 


public lands, and nearby communities, from Dewey-Humboldt to Mayer to Crown King to Black 


Canyon City). The Department is reviewing the Recreation Strategy, Vision and Goals and looks 


forward to continued coordination in the process. 


 


The Department began work this past fiscal year on the Agua Fria Antelope Habitat 


Improvement Project on the Forest.  The project involves juniper thinning and is a continuation 


of work on the adjacent BLM Agua Fria National Monument.  The Forest has contributed 


National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) compliance analysis and will conduct post-treatment 


broadcast and/or pile burning as part of the project objectives.  The Department continues to seek 


funding from various sources. This work is part of the Central Arizona Grasslands Conservation 


Strategy.   


 


Central Arizona Grassland Strategy 


Juniper treatments continue on the Anvil Rock Ranch near the boundary of GMU 18A and 18B, 


as well as the Yolo and 7-Up Ranches in GMU 18B.  The Department has introduced a 


representative from Drake Cement and Pellet Plant (Drake) to the management of ranches in the 


Central Arizona Grasslands Strategy Project Area. 


 


A Pronghorn capture will take place in Western Unit 18B on September 27
th


 – 29
th


 of the Central 


Arizona Grasslands Strategy Project Area. The Department and volunteers from the Arizona 


Antelope Foundation will stage on the Anvil Rock Ranch, and deploy 12 radio telemetry collars 
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on antelope herds located on the Anvil Rock, Yolo and 7-Up Ranches.  Telemetry data derived 


from this effort will guide grassland restoration efforts in upcoming funding cycles for the 


Central Arizona Grassland Strategy. 


 


Juniper treatments are planned for the Sycamore Allotment as the area has been flagged and 


meetings with the contractor are underway with a treatment of 220 acres anticipated. 


 


Tonto National Forest  


The Department continues to work with the Tonto National Forest, Mineral Section, to address 


or alert pre-NEPA compliance mining projects for potential and/or cumulative impacts. Current 


review includes the Morgan Peak copper mine and Rawhide copper mine. In addition, 


collaboration continues on the Workman Creek uranium site for minimizing impacts to bats 


currently in the mines. 


 


 


BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT (BLM) 


 


Burro Management 


Department and BLM Yuma Field Office personnel conducted an aerial census of the Cibola-


Trigo HMA in May 2010. The census resulted in 418 burros and 69 horses seen, while 


preliminary Department and independent USGS population estimates indicate approximately 600 


burros; the established Appropriate Management Level for the HMA is 165 burros and 150 


horses. In September 2010, the Yuma Field Office gathered 100 burros from the Cibola-Trigo 


HMA. In the spring of 2011 the BLM is planning to gather 400 burros from the Cibola-Trigo 


HMA. The Department continues working with the BLM Yuma staff and other stakeholder 


agencies to develop a long-term cooperative strategy for managing burros in the Cibola-Trigo 


HMA.  


 


AZ Strip Field Office 


Uranium Withdrawal EIS 


The Department continues to engage as a cooperating agency on the Uranium Withdrawal EIS 


for areas on the AZ Strip and portions of the Kaibab National Forest.  A recent phone conference 


gave an updated schedule on the document.  The BLM is still awaiting approval from the 


Department of Interior (DOI) to publish the Draft EIS.  DOI is concerned about the economic 


basis for the number of mines (30 if no withdrawal, and 11 with a withdrawal) and the difference 


in regional revenue as a result of a withdrawal (over $2 billion in the 20 years.)  DOI is deciding 


if they want a more robust economic analysis and whether that analysis would occur before 


publishing the DEIS, or after the DEIS is published but before the Final EIS. 


 


The Director of BLM met with the Deputy Secretary of Interior Friday, November 12
th


, to try 


and settle some of these issues.  The Department does not currently know the outcome of that 


discussion.   It is likely that publication might be postponed until the early part of Jan 2011.  The 


overall NEPA decision must be made by July of 2011 in order to meet the temporary 2-year 


withdrawal period that Secretary Salazar signed off on.  
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Hassayampa Field Office 


The Bureau of Land Management is in the process of working with stakeholders and agencies in 


an effort to develop a functional, feasible recreation plan for the Table Mesa Road area. The draft 


map for the planning area is posted on the BLM website.  


 


Kingman Field Office 


The Department continues to participate with the BLM in the fall monitoring efforts that are 


taking place on grazing allotments managed by the Kingman BLM Field Office.  The data 


derived from this effort will be used in conjunction with spring monitoring data to produce 


formal grazing evaluations on the Cane Springs, Diamond Bar, and Gold Basin Allotments in 


GMU 15.  The grazing evaluations will be used to guide management decision-making for 


grazing lease renewals on these allotments in the upcoming calendar year. 


 


Lower Sonoran Field Office 


The Department released the administrative Draft Resource Management Plan (RMP/Draft EIS) 


for the Lower Sonoran Field Office and Sonoran Desert National Monument on July 20, 2010. 


The Department is currently reviewing the administrative Draft RMP and providing the BLM 


with comments. The public Draft RMP was originally scheduled to be released on October 8, 


2010, but has now been delayed until December 2010 or January 2011.   Additionally, as part of 


the settlement agreement, the BLM will not open any of the currently-closed roads within the 


Monument until the completion of the RMP and Record of Decision. 


 


Havasu Field Office   


The Department continues to coordinate closely with the Field Office in the development of 


subsequent implementation-level plans, including Travel Management Plans, the associated 


route designation process, and developing alternatives for NEPA compliance.  


 


Phoenix District Office 


The Department continues to work with the BLM on juniper thinning within the Agua Fria 


National monument to benefit pronghorn and other grassland species. The BLM has contributed 


Healthy Lands Initiative funding and fire crews to the effort. The Department continues to seek 


funding from various sources. This work is also part of the Central Arizona Grasslands 


Conservation Strategy.   


 


Tucson Field Office 


Arizona National Scenic Trail-White Canyon Passage 


The Department commented on NEPA compliance documents evaluating the proposed 


realignment of a short section of the Arizona National Scenic Trail (White Canyon Passage). The 


trail section is in Pinal County, southwest of Superior, north of the Gila River near Cochran. 


Department comments focused on ensuring the proposed realignment will not negatively impact 


a nearby bighorn sheep population or hunter/outdoor recreationist access to the area.  


 


Middle Gila Transportation and Travel Management Plan 


Tucson Field Office has released the final decision for the Middle Gila Transportation and Travel 


Management Plan covering approximately 96,320 acres of public lands near Florence and 


Superior, Ariz.   The plan is a culmination of over ten years of coordination between BLM and 


the Department.   
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The Department initiated this coordination in 1999 over concerns regarding habitat damage due 


to under-regulated OHV use in the area on State and Federal land. The Middle Gila Conservation 


Partnership (MGCP) formed with Department encouragement as a forum for resolving 


stakeholder conflicts in the area and was instrumental in developing the plan.  The MGCP is a 


group of interested representatives from private interests, recreational groups, state, federal and 


local agencies who assisted the BLM in developing the plan.  


 


The Arizona State Land Department and the Tonto Forest were formerly involved in the MGCP 


and actively pursued the creation of a seamless transportation plan across jurisdictions but both 


agencies abandoned the seamless planning effort in the early 2000’s.  The State Land in the area 


is currently without a designated route system and continues to suffer from severe wildcat route 


proliferation and habitat degradation.  It is now part of the Superstition Vistas urban planning 


area.  The Forest has pursued travel management under their own planning effort. 


 


The purpose of the travel management plan and accompanying Environmental Assessment (EA) 


is to designate travel routes and identify use restrictions needed to protect sensitive resources in 


the planning area.  


 


Approximately 263 miles of road or primitive road have been identified in the plan, along with 


several extreme off-road rock crawling routes which the Department has had many concerns 


with. All routes in the plan are based on a comprehensive travel route inventory completed in 


2003, as well as stakeholder meetings convened in 2007. The management alternatives identified 


in the plan evolved from a route evaluation conducted by the MGCP in 2005.  Desert bighorn 


sheep were translocated into the area in 2003.   Martinez Canyon, a unique riparian area in the 


heart of high-use desert bighorn sheep habitat, has been closed to motorized use; a decision the 


Department supports. 


 


Copies of the plan and EA are available for review online at: 


http://www.blm.gov/az/st/en/prog/travel_mgmt/mgc_tmp.html.  


 


Yuma Field Office  


The Record of Decision (ROD) for the Yuma Field Office Resource Management Plan was 


signed by the BLM Arizona State Director on July 28, 2009 and the Notice of Availability for 


the ROD was published in the Federal Register on January 29, 2010, making it effective 


immediately. The Department is currently working with the BLM on the La Posa Travel 


Management Plan. Route evaluations are considering the status of open, closed, and limited use 


trails on BLM lands. 


 


Hidden Shores Village 


The Department is working with the Yuma Field Office personnel and recently provided scoping 


comments to BLM regarding the expansion of Hidden Shores Village. The expansion would be 


approximately 150 acres located in the Imperial Hills which currently supports a dense and stable 


population of bighorn sheep. The Imperial Hills has also been identified by the Department and 


in the Yuma RMP as wildlife movement corridor for bighorn sheep between the Trigo/Chocolate 


Mountains to the north and the Imperial and Muggins Mountains to the south. 


 


 


 



http://www.blm.gov/az/st/en/prog/travel_mgmt/mgc_tmp.html
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BLM NATIONAL MONUMENTS & CONSERVATION AREAS 


 


Agua Fria National Monument 


The Record of Decision (ROD) for the Agua Fria National Monument and Bradshaw Harquahala 


Resource Management Plan was released on April 22, 2010. The Hassayampa Field Office is 


currently executing portions of this Land Use Plan while concurrently developing an 


Implementation Strategy that sets priorities and timelines for overall implementation. The plan 


will eliminate recreational shooting from the Monument, but continue to allow hunting. The plan 


includes a travel management decision to close 52 of 171 miles of inventoried routes on the 


Monument, to all uses and restore them. Another 25 miles will be closed for administrative use 


only. Many of the closed roads were redundant or will protect sensitive resources such as 


pronghorn and archaeological sites. The plan allocates 20,900 acres out of 70,900 acres to 


maintain wilderness characteristics, across the Perry Mesa area. This area currently has few 


human intrusions and the management goal will be for solitude, primitive and unconfined 


recreation with minimal recreation development. Wildlife is recognized as one of the important 


aspects of the area and will be actively managed. This area includes some of the best pronghorn 


fawning habitat in GMU 21. Grazing management in riparian areas will be limited to winter use 


only (Nov. 1 – Mar. 1), compared to past practices of year-round grazing. All federal minerals 


within the Monument will remain withdrawn or closed from all forms of location, sale or leasing; 


including withdrawn from location, entry and patent under mining laws. Federal minerals are 


also withdrawn from disposition under laws for minerals and geothermal leasing. No lands 


within the Monument can be disposed, leased or sold. There will be high priority for acquisition 


of private in-holdings, with priority on lands recognized as habitat for federally listed species. 


 


Ironwood Forest National Monument (IFNM)  


The Tucson Field Office continues to monitor the progress on the proposed final Resource 


Management Plan and Environmental Impact Statement for the Ironwood Forest National 


Monument. The BLM State Office and Washington Office have commented on the 


administrative draft of the Proposed RMP. The Ironwood Forest National Monument plans to 


publish the Proposed RMP/Final EIS early this summer and complete the ROD/Approved RMP 


before the end of the Federal fiscal year 2010. 


 


Grand Canyon-Parashant National Monument / Vermillion Cliffs National Monument 
On May 9, 2008, the Records of Decision and Approved Resource Management Plans (RMPs) 


for the Grand Canyon-Parashant and Vermillion Cliffs National Monuments were released to 


provide guidance for BLM-administered lands in northern Arizona. The final plan includes a 


series of unique route networks and designations. In Center for Biological Diversity (CBD) v. 


U.S. Bureau of Land Management, No. CV 09-8011-PCT-PGR (US Dist. Ct. AZ), plaintiff CBD 


challenges the RMPs, alleging that BLM and FWS have failed to comply with the NEPA, 


FLPMA, and the Endangered Species Act (ESA) by refusing to incorporate actions necessary to 


protect public land and endangered and threatened species from adverse impacts of excessive 


off-road vehicle use, livestock grazing, and the use of lead ammunition in their land and wildlife 


planning for the Monuments.  A related case, Wilderness Society et al. v. BLM, et al. No. CV 


09-8010-PCT-PGR (US Dist. Ct. AZ) also challenges the RMPs by alleging violations of the 


NEPA, FLPMA, NHPA and presidential proclamations, and is seeking an injunction to close 


primitive roads and trails to motorized use.   
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The National Rifle Association is an intervener. The Arizona Game and Fish Department has 


been granted amicus status, as has the Safari Club. The federal government has filed the 


Administrative Record.  The CBD and Wilderness Society’s motions for summary judgment are 


due September 15
th


; the U.S. files its motion for summary judgment on November 24.  The State 


of Arizona Game and Fish Department’s amicus brief is due December 3, 2010.    AGFD may 


request a short extension of time to file its amicus brief in order to seek direction from the 


Commission at its December 3 meeting. 


 


Las Cienegas National Conservation Area (LCNCA) 
The Department continues to monitor the reestablishment of black-tailed prairie dog populations 


at two sites within the LCNCA and is preparing for this year’s release.  The Department is 


currently working with the USFWS to develop the agreement to implement conservation 


measures on federal, state, and private lands to manage black-tailed prairie dog habitat and 


populations in a manner that will contribute to the multistate conservation effort and the long-


term viability of the species while also maintaining management flexibility. Progress of the 


Department’s reintroduction efforts can be found in the Nongame Subprograms Quarterly 


Briefing. 


 


 


DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 


 


Army National Guard Florence Range 


The Department provided comments on the Draft Environmental Assessment and Biological 


Evaluation for the Florence development program. The proposed action included new ranges and 


construction, in addition to various site improvements. The Department continues to work with 


the environmental office to provide further information and measures to lessen impacts to fish 


and wildlife resources. 


 


Naval Observatory Flagstaff Station (NOFS) 


NOFS recently invited the Department, the US Fish and Wildlife Service, and Camp Navajo 


Army Depot to participate in its annual review of natural resource metrics in their Integrated 


Resource Management Plan.  Overall, the partners determined that we were meeting our natural 


resource management and monitoring objectives on the NOFS. 


 


U.S. Army-Fort Huachuca 


The Department provided comment on the Fort Huachuca’s draft Integrated Natural Resources 


Management Plan (INRMP). The INRMP is a Department of Defense planning document that 


allows military installations to implement landscape-level management of their natural resources. 


They are extremely important management tools ensuring military operations and natural 


resource conservation, are integrated and consistent with legal requirements. INRMPs address 


the management of natural resources (e.g., fish, wildlife, habitat), allow for multiple-uses of 


those resources, provide public access as necessary and appropriate; all without any net loss in 


the capability of an installation to support its mission. 
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U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 


 


Kofa National Wildlife Refuge (Kofa NWR) 


On May 21, 2010 the FWS released a notice of availability for the December 2009 final EA, 


Limiting Mountain Lion Predation on Desert Bighorn Sheep on Kofa NWR, and Finding of No 


Significant Impact (FONSI). Department personnel continue working to capture lions in box 


traps and snares set within the Kofa Mountains Complex Predation Management Area. No lions 


have been caught since the female lion in GMU 41 was captured, collared, processed, and 


released on April 4, 2010; its activities continue to be monitored by the Department. Department 


personnel recently hauled water to Frenchman Tank and other waters are being monitored to 


determine water hauling needs.  In November 2010, Department and FWS personnel completed 


the Kofa NWR annual bighorn sheep survey.  Preliminary estimates indicate a current population 


of 402 individual sheep.  The bighorn sheep population estimates for the Kofa NWR from 2006 


through 2009 were 390, 460, 436, and 410 individuals, respectively.  Additionally, in November 


2010, 15 satellite GPS collars were re-placed and placed on bighorn sheep on the Kofa NWR. 


 


 


NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 


 


Grand Canyon National Park 


The Department recently met with the Superintendent and natural resource staff of Grand 


Canyon National Park (GCNP) to begin early discussions of developing a Memorandum of 


Understanding that highlights areas where we can work together on non-native species issues.  


Key among these will be trout removal in the Colorado River and bison removal on the North 


Rim.  Discussions are in the early stages. 


 


 


U. S. BUREAU of RECLAMATION 
 


The Department provided comments on the scoping for the Environmental Impact Statement on 


the San Carlos Irrigation Project Facilities. The proposed action includes the potential drying of 


an important stretch of the Gila River for up to 6 months, lining of canals and disturbance to 


habitat. The Department is participating on the biological working group to assist in the 


identification and development of measures to reduce impacts to fish and wildlife resources 


 


 


ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 


  


The Department participated in a meeting with the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 


Forest Service and U.S. Army Corp of Engineers to gain a better understanding and collaboration 


with the agencies roles in regards to statewide transportation and development projects and 


reviews. The projects discussed included: south mountain freeway, US 60 Superior to Globe, 


north-south corridor, SR 95, Bridge over Tonto, Turner and Hidden Waters Parkways. Much of 


the discussion was how can we better coordinate and collaborate during the reviews of these 


projects and what potential partnerships could be formed. The Department continues to work 


with the EPA in development of the partnership and to provide a more consistent approach to 


address fish and wildlife resource concerns during project reviews.   
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GENERAL UPDATES 


 


2010 American Planning Association Arizona Annual Planning Conference 


The American Planning Association, Arizona Chapter is a 1,400-plus member organization of 


professional planners and planning officials who serve Arizona’s communities in many ways, at 


all levels of government, the private sector and not-for-profit organizations. On November 5, 


2010, the Department hosted two sessions at the 2010 American Planning Association Arizona 


Annual Planning Conference (APA Conference).  The two session topics were “Wildlife and 


Habitat Connectivity” and “Tools for Wildlife Planning”.  Combined attendance for both 


sessions was approximately 50-60 individuals from various private, state, and local planning 


entities, as well as college and university students.  The Department’s presentations highlighted 


the importance of maintaining wildlife and wildlife habitat connectivity, presented examples of 


how these concepts have been implemented at the state and local/community level, and educated 


attendees on the various wildlife planning guidelines and tools the Department has available for 


the planning community to integrate wildlife and natural resources into the planning process.  


The final presentation highlighted the Department’s Geospatial Planning Tool (GPT) with an 


overview of the GPT functions and available tools, and ended with a sample project 


demonstration. 


 


AZ Sportsman for Wildlife Conservation (AZSFWC)  


As proposed, the AZSFWC, completed a successful browse release project on the winter range 


of the Kaibab Plateau.  Tree grinding was accomplished between September 13 and September 


27, 2010 on approximately 150 acres.  Pinyon and Juniper trees less than 12 inches diameter at 


root crown and diameter at breast height were removed as per direction from the Westside 


Environmental Assessment.  The treated habitat, when combined with previous Westside 


treatments, will improve habitat conditions on this portion of the Kaibab National Forest.   


 


Becker Lake – Proposed Regulation Change 


Department personnel discussed a regulation change proposal at Becker Lake at a meeting of the 


Springerville Town Council on October 6.  Becker Lake is located within Springerville city 


limits in Apache County and is an important feature of the town.  A change to catch and release 


fishing only is being proposed, which is expected to create a trophy fishery that will attract 


anglers seeking that fishing opportunity, and should be a benefit for the local economy.  The 


Springerville Town Council passed a resolution to support the regulation change proposal.  The 


Arizona Game and Fish Commission passed the proposal several days later on October 9 and the 


regulation will go into effect on January 1, 2011. 


 


Belmont Development 


The Department recently met with planners from Maricopa County and consultants to discuss 


mitigation measures for the Belmont Development. The proposed development will be a mixture 


of residential and commercial development on approximately 20,800 acres of private and state 


land north of Hwy 10 and west of the Hassayampa River.  Maricopa County and the project 


consultants are currently preparing a mitigation package for the Department to review. 


 


City of Flagstaff 


In collaboration with Coconino County and City of Flagstaff community planners, Department 


staff organized and facilitated a Citizen’s Advisory Council (CAC) meeting in October at which 
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policies within the revised “Environmental Planning and Conservation” element of the Greater 


Flagstaff Area Regional Land Use Plan were reviewed and finalized.  A follow-up meeting is 


scheduled for mid-November, after which the Department will assist with revision of portions of 


the “Open Spaces” element of the Plan pertaining to wildlife habitat conservation.  The 


Department continues to provide wildlife expertise to the Expert Forum of local scientists who 


are developing an inventory, maps and interactive website of Flagstaff’s biological and cultural 


resources for the Regional Plan revision.  The Department also continues to play a key role 


providing guidance to local citizens and Regional Plan staff who are considering the 


development of a Conservation Lands System for open space planning, pending approval by the 


CAC. 


 


Fool Hollow Lake- Fish Habitat Structures 


Department personnel installed 20 fish habitat structures in Fool Hollow Lake, Navajo County, 


on October 16.  The project utilized volunteers from the White Mountain Flyfishing Club.  The 


“fishing forest” structures were placed in the vicinity of fishing piers to stimulate sunfish and 


bass populations and increase angler catch rates, particularly kids fishing from the piers.  This 


work is part of a large ongoing fish habitat project in Fool Hollow Lake to boost warm water fish 


populations in the lake, which is located on the edge of the City of Show Low. 


 


Fort Rock Ranch Water Development (Dunton Allotment)  
The Department, in cooperation with the leasee and WCC, has completed a Cooperative 


Stewardship Agreement for the redevelopment of two dirt tanks in an area with limited perennial 


water sources for wildlife in GMU 18A.  Construction will begin early next year. 


 


Maricopa Association of Governments (MAG) 


Outdoor light pollution not only creates a significant waste of electricity and money, but also 


degrades the visibility of our night skies. This affects the world-class observatories located in the 


state. On January 14, 2009, the MAG Management Committee approved convening a Dark Sky 


Stakeholders Group. The purpose of the Stakeholders Group is to collect information on outdoor 


light pollution, review best practices in lighting codes, and to develop a model Dark Sky 


ordinance. The Department attended a meeting with MAG for the dark sky initiative and will be 


providing a presentation to the group on impacts and recommendations to lessen light pollution 


on wildlife resources in December.  


 


Maricopa County Flood Control District 


The Maricopa County Flood Control District (District) has initiated the development of a master 


plan for future flood control designs within the Gila River watershed area south of Buckeye 


Hills,  including the  Gillespie Dam and tributaries to the Gila River that begin in Little Rainbow 


Valley and the North Maricopa Mountains.  Land ownership in the planning area include private 


and federal lands.  The Department has a high degree of interest in promoting preservation of 


natural floodways and floodplains in the area to conserve wildlife habitat and connectivity 


between the Gila River and surrounding areas. 


  


Maricopa County Ordinances P-28 and P-27  


The Department recently met with Land Commissioner Maria Baier and Arizona State Land 


Department (ASLD) staff, along with the Maricopa County Air Quality Department (MCAQD) 


acting Director Max Porter, to discuss the recent revisions to Maricopa County Ordinance P-28.  
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The Department will continue to work with MCAQD and ASLD to find resolutions that works 


for all parties.   


 


Maricopa County announced notice of final proposed rulemaking for dust ordinances P-27 and 


P-28 regarding operation of motorized vehicles on vacant lots and unpaved private and public 


property in the County. The proposed revisions result from recommendations made during 


meetings with the Maricopa County Justices of the Peace and several stakeholder meetings 


including the Department, ASLD, and the Off Highway Vehicle Coalition.  Revisions involve 


creating a tiered monetary fine for consecutive violations and also spell out several definitions, 


address inconsistencies within the ordinance, and clarify exemptions.   As a reminder, P-27 


allows for vehicle access to properties if lawful authority is obtained from the land owner and if 


such use does not violate any other applicable laws.  P-28 applies to all unincorporated areas 


within Maricopa County and applies to any person operating a vehicle on unpaved private public 


property. The difference between the P-27 and P-28 fugitive dust ordinances and the fugitive 


dust rules (Rules 310 and 310.01) is the ordinances apply to vehicle owners operating on 


unpaved property and the rules apply to property owners.  The Department is in the process of 


drafting a comment letter in support of the latest revisions as the Department feels that this 


version is acceptable in regards to public access concerns for outdoor recreation. 


 


Pinal County PM 10 


The PM 10 boundary designation in Pinal County was reviewed by the EPA and the EPA 


recommended a much larger boundary than what ADEQ and Pinal County submitted.  Upon 


publishing in the federal register a 30 day comment period will follow and EPA will then 


complete an analysis of public comments and make a final PM 10 boundary designation.  ADEQ 


and PCAQD submitted comments in support of a smaller area, consistent with the Governor's 


recommendation and the Department followed suit.  After this designation ADEQ and Pinal 


County Air Quality will collaboratively work together to put together a State Implementation 


Plan (SIP) during the 18 months that follow designation.  The SIP process will involve 


stakeholder meetings and the Department intends to attend these meetings.  


 


The Department participated in the public stakeholder process that PCAQD and ADEQ 


undertook earlier this year and formally submitted comments in regards to the recommended air 


quality non-attainment boundary for Pinal County.  The Department supports the comments and 


positions of both PCAQD and ADEQ in regards to this boundary.  The Department’s primary 


interest is to maintain lawful, reasonable public access for the use of motor vehicles in Pinal 


County (County) for outdoor-related recreation.   


 


Vulture Mountain Cooperative Recreation Management Area 


The Maricopa County Parks and Recreation Department and the Bureau of Land Management 


recently hosted a meeting on September 9
th


, 2010 for the development of the Vulture Mountain 


Cooperative Recreation Management Area (VMCRMA). The goal of the VMCRMA is to 


provide a variety of recreational opportunities for local residents while preserving and enhancing 


wildlife habitat. The Department is assisting with its development through modeling of potential 


wildlife linkages and will continue to participate by attending a series of meetings.  


 


Sands Ranch Coordinated Resource Management Plan 


Sands Ranch is a combination of private, Forest Service, County, and State lands. It is located in 


Cochise and Pima Counties, on the west side of the San Pedro River, about 5 miles north of 
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Huachuca City, at the south end of the Whetstone Mountains. The ranch has been in operation 


since 1920, primarily as a cow-calf operation.   


 


Management agencies in Arizona have used Coordinated Resource Management Plans (CRMP) 


as a natural resource management planning tool to develop work plans for individual ranches.  


CRMPs are based on a philosophy that natural resource management opportunities and conflicts 


are best identified and resolved on a local level. It is a voluntary, non-regulatory process that 


uses consensus as its main strength. CRMPs can also be used to resolve or avoid natural resource 


management conflicts. Collaborators on the Sands Ranch CRMP includes the owner/operator, 


the Department, Arizona State Land Department, Pima County, Forest Service, Natural 


Resources Conservation Service, Bureau of Land Management, and University of Arizona 


Cooperative Extension.  


 


The over-arching goal of this CRMP is to attain a healthy balance of livestock, plant 


communities, and wildlife on the land that allows each to thrive. The plan addresses specific 


situations and contains practical and implementable strategies and recommended actions. 


Department recommendations outlined in the plan include hunter access, incorporating our 


Species and Management guidelines, water development, modification or removal of fencing to 


wildlife friendly standards, reduction of invasive woody plants, native grass restoration, and 


maintenance/restoration of habitat health. The Sands Ranch CRMP has been finalized and 


signed. 


 


SunZia Transmission Line Project 


SunZia is a high-capacity transmission (power) line approximately 500 miles long, beginning in 


northeastern New Mexico and terminating near Eloy, Arizona. SunZia proposes to construct and 


operate up to two 500 kilovolt transmission lines, metal towers, service roads, and several new 


intermediary substations. Project proponents claim the new transmission lines are needed to 


deliver renewable energy resources to the western United States. The Department provided 


comments on several routes proposed for the transmission line. Some of the proposed routes 


could have a substantive negative impact on wildlife, habitat, and our constituents. There have 


been no developments since the October Lands Update. 


 


Town of Marana General Plan 


The Department recently provided comment on pertinent sections of the Town’s draft general 


plan. Marana’s general plan is designed to implement the community’s future vision, by 


establishing how decisions are made regarding private development projects and public capital 


investments. Department comments emphasized the: 1) untold economic benefits of hunting, 


fishing, and nonconsumptive uses of wildlife to local counties, 2) importance of maintaining 


open space to support wildlife habitat, 3) need to identify and protect wildlife corridors within 


the planning area, and 4) continuing hunting and fishing access for residents and visitors. The 


general plan is anticipated to be completed this year.   


 


Town of Oro Valley 


The Department has been participating in the Town of Oro Valley’s Environmental Sensitive 


Lands (ESL) Project. The Department, along with representatives from Pima County, Town of 


Marana, and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service participated on the Technical Advisory Committee 


to create guidelines for identifying ESLs within Oro Valley. Over the next couple months the 


committee’s findings will be presented to the community, Planning and Zoning Commission, and 
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Town Council for review and comment. The full version of committee’s recommendations is 


available at: http://www.orovalleyaz.gov/ESL/Draft_ESL_Ordinance.htm . Once implemented 


the plan will help maintain wildlife habitat and linkages between habitats in Oro Valley. 


 


Proposed Rosemont Copper Project    


The Department continues to participate closely with the Coronado National Forest and other 


cooperating agencies on the proposed Rosemont Copper Mine.  The Forest had previously told 


the cooperating agencies that they would be receiving a chapter of the Draft Environmental 


Impact Statement (DEIS) each month starting in August, with the final chapter available in 


December.  The Department received chapter 1 in August and commented on this chapter.  In 


September, the Forest did not have any subsequent chapters available and in October, the Forest 


cancelled the Cooperators meeting and did not provide any further information to the cooperators 


other than to say that the timeline for the DEIS remained intact.  The Forest has not officially 


announced that the DEIS will be available to cooperators in November but did tell the 


Department that the release appeared imminent.   A follow up call to the Forest resulted in 


reassurances that although the timeline had not been officially amended, they are aware that the 


timeline is unrealistic and will work with the cooperators to negotiate an appropriate timeline and 


that the cooperators should expect to see it in mid December.  Moreover, the Forest staff believe 


that among the many items yet to be resolved, they will need to have identified a preferred 


alternative before release of the draft EIS and they don’t anticipate identifying such before 


receiving input from the cooperating agencies. 


 


On November 18 the Department attended the Cooperators meeting for the Rosemont Copper 


Project and learned from the Forest that: (1) the entire 700-page DEIS will be released to 


Cooperators mid-December; and that (2) Cooperators will have only 30 days to review and 


comment.   The Department objected and stated it would file an immediate request for an 


extension of time.   The rest of the meeting consisted of Forest’s canned presentation of the 


NEPA compliance process and the role of Cooperators. 


 


The Arizona Daily Star reported the following on November 17
th


:   


“The federal contractor working on an environmental analysis of the proposed Rosemont Mine 


has delivered a draft report to the U.S. Forest Service, said officials of the Canadian company 


that would build and operate the mine. 


 


Officials with the contractor SWCA delivered the draft of the Rosemont Environmental Impact 


Statement this week, according to a news release from Augusta Resource Corp. 


 


The Forest Service is supposed to review the draft, get outside reviews from Pima County and 


other state and federal agencies and release it publicly by the end of 2010. Mindee Roth, a 


Coronado National Forest official, confirmed on Tuesday that the Augusta release is accurate. 


 


Augusta, the Vancouver, British Columbia-based mining company, hopes to start building 


Rosemont in the Santa Rita Mountains about 30 miles south of Tucson by 2012, but opponents 


say that timetable is unrealistic. Rosemont Copper would produce about 220 million tons of 


copper annually and hire about 400 permanent mine employees. 


 


Opponents say the mine would draw down groundwater supplies and destroy thousands of acres 


of desert, but the company says it can compensate for the damages.” 



http://www.orovalleyaz.gov/ESL/Draft_ESL_Ordinance.htm
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Renewable Energy Development 


  


Solar 


 


The Department continues to work with BLM, FWS, ASLD and other agencies regarding 


numerous solar projects being proposed within Region IV (see table below).  


 


 


Name Applicant County Owner 


Potential 


Acres Project Status 


Agua Caliente NextLight Yuma Private 2,372 


Permitted for PV or 


CSP 


Aguila 


Horizon Wind 


Energy Maricopa BLM 11,866 


contacted by 


consultant 


Aguila 1&2   Maricopa Private 284 


contacted by 


consultant 


Arlington LS Power Maricopa Private 240 


contacted by 


consultant 


AVSE I LS Power Maricopa ASLD 1,223 ASLD Lease Review 


AVSE II LS Power Maricopa ASLD 1,125 


begun county & ACC 


Compliance 


AVSE III LS Power Maricopa ASLD 4,721 


begun county & ACC 


Compliance 


Crossroads Solar Reserve Maricopa Private 1,865 


Comprehensive Plan 


Amendment 


Gillespie Recurrent Energy Maricopa Private 151 


Comprehensive Plan 


Amendment 


Harquahala 


Green Fuel 


Technologies Maricopa Private 126 Uncertain 


Harquahala 


Valley Starwood Maricopa Private 1,968 Uncertain 


Hyder 


(ASLD) Solar Reserve Yuma ASLD 2,568 


contacted by 


consultant 


Hyder 


(BLM)) Iberdrola Maricopa BLM 1,538 


contacted by 


consultant 


La Paz I Enviromission La Paz ASLD 5,770 


contacted by 


consultant 


La Paz II Enviromission La Paz ASLD 5,970 


contacted by 


consultant 


McMullen 


Horizon Wind 


Energy La Paz BLM 32,959 


contacted by 


consultant 


Mesquite Sempra Maricopa Private 2,406 


begun county & ACC 


Compliance 


Palo Verde 


AREVA Solar AZ 


II, LLC Maricopa BLM 2490 


Comprehensive Plan 


Amendment 


Palomas I & 2 NextLight Yuma BLM 2,903 NEPA 
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Name Applicant County Owner 


Potential 


Acres Project Status 


Quartzsite I 


and II Solar Reserve La Paz BLM 5,128 


begun 


NEPA/cooperating 


agency 


Ranegras Iberdrola La Paz BLM 4,691 


contacted by 


consultant 


Solana Abegnoa Maricopa Private 3,120 Section 7 begun 


Solstice Ausra Maricopa ASLD 1051 


contacted by 


consultant 


SunStreams  Element Power US Maricopa Private 1070 


Comprehensive Plan 


Amendment 


Tonopah PV Foresight Maricopa Private 266 


Comprehensive Plan 


Amendment 


Verma Solar 


Hyder I Verma Yuma Private 100 


ASLD Application 


Received 


Yuma County 


Solar  


Archaeological 


Consulting 


Services Yuma ASLD 320 


contacted by 


consultant 


      Hyder Valley Solar 


On November 10, 2010 the BLM hosted a workshop to solicit input and discuss proposed 


alternatives for the Hyder Valley Solar Energy Project. The project footprint could take place on 


up to approximately 2,700 acres of BLM public land in Maricopa County.  Dry cooled and 


hybrid cooled alternatives were discussed along with the evaluating the project footprint, the 


facility layout, thermal storage, and other options to avoid, minimize, or mitigate impacts to 


wildlife, cultural, and other resources in the area. 


 


Sonoran Solar 


NextEra has requested that BLM suspend major permitting efforts. The project will not be on a 


fast track, which means BLM will not be working towards a record of decision on the 


Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) by the end of the year. NextEra remains very interested 


in the application area and BLM is working with the company on revising the schedule. BLM 


submitted an estimate for level of work for the next few months as they reevaluate the schedule. 


BLM is working through the DEIS comments, refining mitigation measures and will be 


coordinating with cooperating agencies on further development of the EIS.  


 


Wind 


Navajo County Wind Energy Development Ordinance 


On October 26, Navajo County Board of Supervisors unanimously voted to approve the County 


Ordinance concerning wind energy development in Navajo County. The County incorporated 


references to the Department’s Wind Guidelines and other stipulations related with reducing 


impacts from wind energy development to wildlife.  


 


Pronghorn-Wind Research Project 


On November 9, 2010, Department personnel, Papillon, and volunteers captured and GPS 


collared 15 pronghorn as part of a research project to help determine what impact, if any, the Dry 
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Lake Wind Generation Facilities (61 turbines) have on the pronghorn movement patterns in Unit 


3A. This two-year research project is being jointly funded by the Department, Iberdrola 


Renewables (Dry Lake Wind Facility) and Horizon Energy, and is in response to concerns raised 


by the Department over the extent of potential wind energy projects across northern Arizona and 


their potential impacts to already fragmented pronghorn herds.  


 


Interagency Coordination 


The Department has been working to improve coordination with regional biologists from the 


U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Ecological Services suboffice in Flagstaff and the U.S. Forest 


Service, Kaibab National Forest (Williams Ranger District) during review of several proposed 


wind projects in northern Arizona, including the Perrin Ranch and Boquillas Wind Resource 


Area projects (see below).  Toward this end the Department will participate in an interagency 


coordination meeting in late November to learn more about USFWS’ approach to golden eagle 


conservation and wind development, USFWS guidance concerning avian and bat protection 


plans, and other key issues. 


 


Boquillas Wind Resource Area 


Department personnel contributed to a formal comment letter submitted to Boquillas Wind, LLC 


at the end of September.  In this letter the Department articulated its concerns over the proposed 


development of a wind farm on the Aubrey Cliffs (Boquillas Wind Resource Area/BWRA) and 


recommended two additional years of preconstruction monitoring consistent with the 


Department’s Wind Guidelines and known wildlife values at this site.  The Department has 


compiled an analysis of potential biological impacts of Foresight Wind’s Boquillas Wind 


Resource Area (BWRA) project.  Staff evaluated several years of avian and bat monitoring data 


collected by Department biologists and noted the high biological value of this area as modeled in 


the Department’s Species and Habitat Conservation Guide.  The summary of our findings has 


been forwarded to management and which will be discussed by Executive Staff at an upcoming 


meeting.  The Department also participated in a meeting with Foresight Wind, the Navajo 


Nation, and Western Ecosystems Technology, Inc. (WEST) in late October to discuss our 


concerns about potential impacts and to learn more about WEST’s revised preconstruction 


monitoring protocols.  WEST has incorporated a number of improvements to their monitoring 


approach recommended by Department and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service biologists and will 


formally present their revised monitoring plan in a follow-up meeting intended to identify 


agency roles and responsibilities in late November at Region 2 headquarters.  WEST and the 


Department have also begun initial discussions about the possibility of a collaborative research 


project using telemetry to investigate golden eagle movement patterns in the project area. 


 


NextEra Energy Resources 


Department staff accompanied Coconino County Planning and Zoning Commissioners and the 


Director of Coconino County Community Development on a driving tour of Perrin Ranch north 


of Williams, an area of private-State checkerboard land where NextEra Energy Resources is 


proposing the development of a 99 megawatt wind farm.  The tour included a visit to the Long 


Point area of Espee Ranch in Region 3 where NextEra is discussing development of a separate 


wind farm project with Babbitt Ranches.  During the tour Department staff addressed 


Commissioners’ questions concerning possible impacts of the proposed projects on wildlife, and 


explained how the Department’s Wind Guidelines may be used to guide pre-construction project 


site assessment.  Department participation continues with NextEra Energy and SWCA, their 


environmental consultant, to provide input to SWCA’s avian and bat monitoring protocols.  
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NextEra has also been receptive to exploring possible funding of research studies of the impacts 


of wind development on selected wildlife taxa (e.g. migratory bats) in northern Arizona, though 


these conversations are in an early stage.  The Department will submit a comment letter on the 


Perrin Ranch project to Coconino County Community Development staff to assist with the 


Planning and Zoning Commission’s evaluation of NextEra’s Conditional Use Permit application, 


which goes up for public hearing in mid-December. 


 


Grapevine Wind 


The Department has reviewed the Grapevine Wind EIS and is awaiting response from the 


developer on our comments. The Grapevine project is located southeast of Flagstaff on Anderson 


Mesa.  It has the potential to be a 500 MW facility which could entail up to 300-350 wind 


turbines in three phases.  The Department has recommended that the proposed project be 


considered a Category 3 project as defined by our Wind Guidelines. In addition to awaiting 


comments back from the developer, the Department is reviewing the draft Avian and Bat 


Protection Plan (ABPP) that has been submitted to the Department and to the USFWS.  ABPP’s 


are being requested voluntarily by the USFWS but the Department is very supportive of what 


these documents may provide in terms of assurances between the developer and resource 


agencies.  Very few ABPP’s have been drafted nationwide and what exactly they are to entail is 


still being worked on by the USFWS.  In general, we can expect ABPP’s to include some of the 


following information: direct and indirect impact assessments and resource protection measures.  


These resource protection measures could include facility design and siting, minimization of 


disturbance areas, bio-monitoring/buffering/prey-minimization, pre and post construction 


studies, training, wildlife fatality reporting, and operational procedures (things like curtailment of 


turbines) 


 


White Hills Wind Energy 


The Department and BLM have agreed to language for an MOU that will formalize the 


coordination process between BLM, British Petroleum, and the Department as it pertains to the 


development of the Mohave County Wind Project in the White Hills at the Northern end of the 


Cerbatt Mountains of Unit 15BE. 


 


Transportation 


I-40 Bellemont – Winona Widening Project 


The Department continues to be engaged in the I-40 project, widening from Bellemont to 


Winona.  This project is moving relatively quickly with the draft EA being submitted internally 


from the consultant to ADOT this month.  On October 14
th


 the Wildlife Technical Advisory 


Committee met (to which the Department is a member) and determined initial proposed wildlife 


crosssings for the freeway corridor.  Final crossings will be determined based on results from the 


Research Branch elk movement study. 


 


Colorado River Bridge 


The Department has worked cooperatively with NDOT, FHWA, Clark County, and the City of 


Bullhead in the development of plans and an Environmental Assessment for a bridge that will 


cross the Colorado River between the cities of Bullhead, AZ and Laughlin, NV.  The bridge will 


be located at the Southern end of the Bullhead Parkway, immediately North of the Colorado 


River Nature Center.  The department advocated various mitigation efforts that will enhance 


functionality and enforcement OHV laws on the Colorado River Nature Center.  The Department 
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is in the process of reviewing the draft EA for this project and will be providing agency 


comments in the near future. 


 


US 93 Hoover Bypass/Bighorn Sheep Crossings 


Construction is drawing to a close on the widening project and desert bighorn sheep overpasses 


located between mileposts 2-17 on US 93. In conjunction with project completion scheduled for 


December, the Department initiated a capturing and collaring effort of desert bighorn sheep 


within the project footprint - to gather post-construction monitoring data on the movement of 


desert bighorn sheep in the project area.  This data will help determine the efficacy of the sheep 


crossings, which were incorporated into the project to mitigate impacts to the Black Mountain 


population of desert bighorn sheep.  The grand opening of the US 93 Hoover Dam Bypass took 


place in October. 


 


ADOT: I-10, Tucson to Benson Transportation Planning 


The Department was recently invited to participate in a transportation planning team to evaluate 


the widening of I-10, from I-19 (in Tucson) to SR 90 (near Benson). Widening the interstate 


could have a substantive negative impact on wildlife populations and increase wildlife/vehicle 


collisions, unless specific mitigation impacts are implemented. The project study area crosses 


some important wildlife corridors linking the Rincon, Santa Rita, and Whetstone Mountains, Las 


Cienegas Nat. Cons. Area, and Davidson Canyon. The transportation project also passes through 


Pima County’s “critical landscape connector #3” identified in the Pima County Conservation 


Lands System. A search of the Department database on roadkills and salvage permits identified 


several areas along I-10 with vehicle/wildlife collisions (e.g., deer, black bear, mountain lion, 


and javelina). 


 


North-South Corridor Study 


The Corridor Study is anticipated to take 3 years and include: EIS, Alt. Selection Report and 


Design Concept Report.  ADOT and FHA are the project leads.  The purpose of the project is to 


create an east valley north/south connection between US 60 and I10.  ADOT justified the need 


by citing 10 municipal/regional plans that have identified the need including the bqAZ plans.    


Eventually SR80 will connect to the N/S 45 mile corridor (planning currently on hold), as well as 


the Hidden Valley Central AZ Corridor Study alignment (planning not in progress yet).  They 


expect to have the Alignment Study and Environmental Study out Fall of 2011.  They will 


identify 150’ wide transportation corridor as the end product and there is no funding at this time 


to construct.  The need to plan in advance is purely driven by the need to establish ROW far 


enough into the future to avoid private property issues.  They asked participants to provide any 


compelling reasons why the study area should be changed or expanded. There is a Phoenix-


Tucson Intercity Rail System Concept Study happening concurrently and they will be analyzing 


shared alignments for the two projects. 


The Department first provided verbal comments on the study in a meeting with an ADOT 


consultant August 16th, 2010, and at two public scoping meetings held October 26, 2010, and 


October 28, 2010. The Department submitted formal written comments on November 8, 2010.  


The Department has also accepted an invitation to become a cooperating agency in the 


development of the NEPA compliance documentation for this study. 


  


In general, Department representatives will be evaluating the proposed transportation corridor 


alternatives for the:  
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 Fragmentation, degradation, and complete loss of wildlife habitat, 


 Facilitation of new, unauthorized off-road access to previously undisturbed areas, 


 Loss of access to public or State Trust Lands for hunting or recreational activities,  


 Negative impacts to special status (i.e. federal and state) and common wildlife species, 


 Future degradation of wildlife populations and habitats along the transportation route 


from indirect and direct effects,  


 Collisions between vehicles and wildlife that result in property damage, human injuries, 


and loss of life (human and wildlife),  


 Diversion or impediment of important and historical wildlife movement 


corridors/linkages,  


 Introduction and spread of invasive plant species,   


 


The Department recognizes that in the development and implementation of the North-South 


Corridor, some loss of wildlife and habitat is inevitable.  The first step in addressing the potential 


loss of wildlife and wildlife habitat is to avoid the impact(s).  If avoidance is not feasible, then 


minimizing and mitigating potential negative impacts will be evaluated. For wildlife and habitat 


losses that cannot be avoided, the policy of the Arizona Game and Fish Commission is to seek 


compensation at a 100% level, where feasible, for actual or potential habitat losses resulting from 


land and water projects (Commission Policy A2.16).    


 


The Department is recommending placement of the proposed transportation corridor on the west 


side of the Picacho Mountains, and in general, west of the Central Arizona Project Canal. This 


route would substantively reduce the negative impacts on wildlife and habitat by taking 


advantage of lands that are already disturbed.  Any transportation route on the east side of the 


Picacho Mountains would substantively negatively impact wildlife and habitat, by bisecting and 


penetrating a large, relatively undisturbed natural area. As feasible, the proposed transportation 


corridor should also parallel as close as possible, or some cases replace, existing local roadways 


and railroad lines.  


 


Another concern of the Department is to maintain wildlife connectivity between the Mineral 


Mountains, San Tan Mountains, Picacho Mountains, and Gila River.   As currently proposed, the 


North-South transportation corridor will pass through several areas identified as potential 


wildlife linkage zones and corridors in both the 2004 Arizona Wildlife Linkages Workshop and 


the recent 2010 Pinal County Wildlife Linkages Workshop.  All these corridors are utilized by 


wildlife for daily or seasonal movement between habitats. Disrupting these wildlife movement 


corridors without first incorporating appropriate mitigation measures could have serious negative 


consequences for some wildlife species and populations.  


 


A few of the Department’s concerns may be adequately addressed with common roadway 


mitigation measures; however, others can only be addressed after scientifically-based research. 


The Department is strongly recommending funding be secured by ADOT or the Federal 


Highway Administration to support research to identify new and/or refine suspected wildlife 


corridors in the study area. Funding should be provided very early in the planning process to 


make best use of the data. Ideally, this research would support the development of mitigation 
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measures (e.g., culvert size and location, under or overpasses, barrier fencing) that minimize the 


likely substantive negative impact of the proposed transportation corridor. 


 


SR 87 


Highway construction to improve north and south bound lanes of SR87 between Four Peaks 


Road and Dos S ranch north of Fountain Hills has begun. The Department is working closely 


with ADOT and the Tonto National Forest to complete pre-construction road kill surveys for 


Desert Tortoise in July/August.  The Department attended the pre-construction meetings with 


contractors to closely coordinate removal and relocation of tortoise from the project area during 


construction. The Department will continue to meet with contractors at weekly progress 


meetings and have provided training materials related to tortoise handling procedures.   


 


Northern Parkway 


The Maricopa County Department of Transportation (MCDOT) has initiated the Northern 


Parkway Corridor Feasibility Study for the extension of Northern Avenue as a 6-8 lane parkway 


west of the White Tank Mountains, across the Hassayampa River to the Tonopah area. The 


Department will be evaluating whether the future parkway will impact conservation goals to 


preserve a wildlife habitat linkage between the White Tanks, Hassayampa River and 


Belmont/Buckhorn Mountains to the west.  The Department will be attending a series of 


stakeholder meetings to participate in the Corridor Feasibility Study.  


 


I-17 


The Department continues to attend progress meetings for the I-17 Design Concept Report and 


Environmental Studies on the New River to Jct. SR 69 segment of future highway improvement 


and realignment.  Consultants are still working on the Draft EA, and therefore, no preferred 


alternatives for the realignment and lane expansions have been chosen.  The Department will be 


working with ADOT to develop mitigation measures for wildlife crossings and Desert tortoise 


along segments of the project.  The project transects BLM Category II tortoise habitat and BLM 


has a high degree of interest in tortoise mitigation measures. 


 


Wickenburg Transportation Framework Study 


The Maricopa Association of Governments (MAG) is in the early stages of collection data for a 


transportation study focusing on the Wickenburg area as part of the Hassayampa Valley 


Framework Study.  MAG is developing alternative route scenarios for up to 320,000 people 


eventually occupying the Wickenburg area.  The Department is reviewing the draft scenarios and 


will provide information related to wildlife populations and habitats that could be affected by the 


build out and corresponding transportation needs. 


 


 


US 60 Superstition to Florence 


The Department is currently reviewing the Draft Environmental Assessment for the alignment 


study of US 60 to Florence. The Department has participated and coordinated with this project 


since 2003 and will continue efforts to ensure wildlife connectivity. 


 


Hwy 95 Aberdeen Road to Avenue 9E 


The Department is working with ADOT, the Yuma Proving Ground, and BLM for final review 


of the Hwy 95 Aberdeen Road to Avenue 9E project. The Department has been providing 


assistance to ADOT with regard wildlife crossing and fencing issues to help maintain bighorn 
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sheep connectivity between the Laguna Mountains and the Muggins Mountains. The expansion 


of Hwy 95 from a two-lane to a four-lane divided highway could significantly fragment these 


bighorn sheep populations.   


 


Wildlife Linkages/Corridors 


Statewide coordination is continuing for the county workshops. The Department has been 


working on a draft document to be used as the template for reporting on the results of the county-


wide linkage assessments. That template is undergoing a final internal review and will be 


provided to the Arizona Wildlife Linkages Workgroup, which serves as the steering committee 


for this work, for their input. Specific county updates are below: 


 


Coconino County 


Region 2 participated in a follow-up meeting of the Department’s wildlife linkages team in late 


October to discuss next steps in the development of a statewide habitat connectivity strategy and 


associated products.  Region 2 is taking the lead in drafting a template for county-specific 


interim linkage reports which will present input collected during stakeholder linkage workshops, 


and helped organize and facilitate a meeting of the report sub-team at which the outline for these 


reports was finalized.  Our goal is to have the Coconino County interim report including text, 


paper maps, and GIS shapefile completed by the end of the year and for this to serve as the 


model for other county reports.  Region 2 staff will meet soon with Coconino County planners to 


discuss selection of a subset of stakeholder-defined linkage areas for which we will develop GIS 


corridor designs based on focal species habitat suitability models, and have begun working with 


ArcGIS modeling tools developed for this purpose by scientists at Northern Arizona University.  


Department staff presented results of an initial GIS corridor design of an important linkage area 


in the Flagstaff area that we created using these tools at The Wildlife Society meeting in Utah in 


October, and will work to refine this design in coming months. 


 


La Paz County  


The La Paz County Board of Supervisors held an open-house meeting on November 3, 2010 to 


discuss OHV issues in Parker and Lake Havasu.  OHV constituents are concerned about the 


impacts of BLM Travel Management Planning (TMP) on OHV access in the area.  The 


Department has consistently assisted in BLM’s TMP process to help identify open, closed, and 


limited roads and trails to provide access for outdoor recreation enthusiasts while minimizing 


impacts on wildlife populations and habitats. 


 


Maricopa County 


The Department met with the City of Scottsdale to discuss linkage concerns within and 


surrounding the McDowell Mountain preserve. This meeting helped to communicate and identify 


mitigation opportunities for wildlife linkages, monitoring and studies within the area. These 


efforts, in partnership will help to inform future decision making in the planning process and will 


further support the City’s efforts to enforce zoning codes and regulations with regard to the 


adjacent developments and wildlife concerns. 


 


The Department was recognized at the City of Surprise Commissioner’s Meeting expressing 


thanks and approval of our wildlife connectivity network recommendations and noted that they 


need to be taken into account in future development plans. This is a success for the Department 


as we continue efforts to build these relationships and strive for these vital connections for 


wildlife.  
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The Department has initiated coordination with the City of Peoria, open space planning group, to 


build relationships and gain a seat at the table for linkages for incorporating into the planning 


efforts.  The Department will be working directly with their GIS staff for incorporating linkages 


into the GIS decision support system for analysis that is currently being developed for use in the 


planning process. 


 


Pima County  


The Department and Arizona Department of Transportation collaborated on a proposal to fund a 


wildlife linkage planning workshop for Pima County.  The funding proposal was presented to the 


Pima County Regional Transportation Authority (RTA) Wildlife Linkages Work Group at their 


August 13
th


 meeting. The work group voted unanimously to fund the proposal. Two months later 


both the Transportation Plan Committee and Transportation Implementation Plan subcommittee 


approved the proposal as well. Final approval is pending from the RTA Board and should be 


voted on in December. 


 


If successful, funds will be used to support two public stakeholder workshops, create GIS maps 


of known wildlife linkage corridors, and to write a summary report. Upon completion of the 


Pima County workshop and analysis of information provided, the Department will have 


accumulated data on potential important wildlife linkages from Utah to Mexico, in all the heavily 


populated counties in Arizona (Yavapai, Maricopa, Coconino, and Pinal).             
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WILDLIFE LAW ENFORCEMENT 
 


Region I 


 Patrol – On November 2
nd


 thru November 6
th


, the West Sector conducted deer Decoy Operations in 


Unit 3C, as a result of reported and observed violations during the past year. The operation resulted 


in 13 individual contacts, 4 of which shot the deer decoy. Two (2) citations were issued for shooting 


from a maintained road. 


 Investigations – West Sector officers investigated an unusually high number of bull elk killed 


during the recent Unit 3A/C juniors cow elk hunt. One bull was a 5x5. All of these cases were self 


reporting. 


 Significant Case Involvement - East Sector officers investigated the unlawful killing of a doe deer 


on October 16 near Crescent Lake in Unit 1. The doe was lactating and most likely still nursing a 


new born fawn. A news release was generated on this case. 


Region II 


 Patrol – Sector 8 conducted two night patrols with no violations discovered. 


 On November 14, while on routine Elk Patrol, Officer Madden stopped 2 individuals to check 


permits. While interviewing the individuals, they admitted to killing an elk without a tag, taking only 


a small portion of the meat and leaving the remaining animal in the field.  The untagged elk meat 


was hidden in the truck.  Citations were written and the meat was seized.   


 Investigations - Officers completed an investigation of a woman impersonating a Federal Fish and 


Wildlife Agent in Unit 5B. The case has been submitted to the Coconino County Attorney’s Officer 


for charging and is expected to go before a Grand Jury in December.  


 Investigators recently completed a case involving a local taxidermist illegally completing the elk 


tags of another individual where the elk was taken in wrong hunt areas.  


 A recently completed case involved an adult, and known repeat offender, allowed a juvenile to shoot 


at elk within an occupied residential area and across a maintained roadway. Citations were written 


for the adult, who was supervising the juvenile at the time of the offense.  


 OGT Calls – An OGT call was received regarding net fishing on the Virgin River. Upon contact, 2 


subjects were cited for possessing 23 fish, including 4 endangered Virgin River Chub. Both subjects 


were cited and the fish and gear were confiscated as evidence. 


 On October 15, an OGT call was received of a bull elk shot during a cow elk hunt in Unit 7. During 


the investigation, Officer Lemon received a self turn-in from the individual who shot the elk.  A 


citation was written. 


Region III 


 Patrol – Officers conducted a mule deer Decoy Operation in GMU 20A west of Mayer.  No 


violations were detected.  40 vehicles passed the decoy location.  5 vehicles saw, reacted to the 


decoy and were contacted.  2 of the 5 attempted to take the decoy legally.  


 During routine deer patrols, a person in GMU 17A/B killed a deer; field dressed it and transported 


it back to camp on his ATV.  Unfortunately, the deer was not tagged when the Wildlife Manager 


contacted the hunter in his camp.  The subject was cited for failing to tag immediately; his deer was 


not seized.  


 Another case involved two individuals in possession of a headless mule deer fawn (obviously 


antlerless) and were attempting to get it back to camp.  The Wildlife Manager was able to contact 


them before they made it back to their camp.  The hunter who killed the fawn was cited for taking 
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mule deer during a closed season and for possession of an unlawfully taken mule deer.  The second 


individual was cited for unlawful possession. 


 OGT Calls – From 9/1/2010 to 11/9/2010, the Region took in more than 34 OGT calls from the 


hotline number as well as the website. One call is currently under investigation regarding a subject 


harvesting two cow elks in GMU 10.  The incident was reported by a meat processor after the 


subject brought a rotten cow elk carcass for processing.  When the processor would not accept the 


elk, the subject left and returned the next day with a freshly killed cow elk.  The Wildlife Manager 


was able to obtain DNA samples from both animals as well as the tag used.  The samples will be 


sent to the Wildlife Lab from DNA testing.   


 Another call was received for an antelope taken during deer season in GMU 19A. A witness 


observed a male subject shoot a small buck antelope, drag and gut the carcass under a tree. Due to 


the falling light, the subject left the carcass behind.  The next morning, Wildlife Managers 


observed as several men retrieved the carcass and returned to camp.  Officers determined who shot 


the antelope and that four other subjects assisted in the retrieval.  Officers also determined that one 


of the firearms in the camp was reported stolen from Phoenix. Four subjects were cited for 


possessing unlawfully taken and the fifth subject was cited for take out of season and possess 


unlawfully taken. 


Region IV 


 Patrol – During the recent deer hunt, routine patrols by officers resulted in the issuing of 8 


citations.  For the remaining part of the month, officers remained relatively busy with the issuance of 


12 citations.  


 Investigations – Two cases of unlawful possession of rattlesnakes were investigated during this time 


period.  In one instance, the individuals had an educational display, unaware that an educational 


permit is required for displaying life wildlife.  Two citations were given to the individuals involved. 


 Significant Case Involvement – Officers worked closely with Department of Defense (DOD) 


installations that allowed hunting in designated areas.  One incident during the recent deer hunt 


required that Luke Air Force Base shut down a live fire exercise when a hunter was deer hunting in a 


restricted area on the north tactical range.  Cancelled training missions often mean the loss of tens of 


thousands of dollars to the military.  Our ability to enforce these issues on DOD property is vital to 


our continued relationship with DOD. 


Region V 


 Patrol - Officers conducting fishing compliance during regular and holiday weekends resulted in 


approximately 340 contacts; 12 warnings, including 2 for fishing w/o license and 1 over bag limit; 


8 citations, including 1 for fishing without an urban license, 5 for fishing w/o license, 1 for no two 


pole stamp, 2 over bag limit, 2 take in a closed area resulting in 3 persons arrested for outstanding 


warrants.  


 Officers conducted quail patrols throughout the Region contacting 30 hunters, with no citations 


written. 


 Officers conducted deer patrols throughout the Region contacting 518 hunters and 64 Jr hunters 


with 1 citation written for failure to tag kill.    


 Investigations – into an individual persistently feeding wildlife resulted in the individual agreeing to 


cease the feedings. 


 OGT Program - Unfound illegal deer case and a whitetail buck found that was possibly taken 


during a closed season in GMU 36A. 


 Significant Case Involvement - Meetings with USFWS and with USFS regarding ongoing cases 


(felony reptile case, guiding case in Region 1. 
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Region VI 


 Patrol – During the months of October and early November, Regional Officers patrolled the Quail 


Hunt, early Bear Hunt, Mule, and White-Tailed Deer Hunts. 


 On September 25
th


, Officers manned a booth at the weigh-in at the FLW Fishing Tournament in 


Payson, to ensure no violations occurred.  


 On October 30
th


, a Decoy Deer Operation was conducted in Unit 22, resulting in 1 suspect 


apprehended for take deer (decoy) from a vehicle. 


 Sector 8 personnel responded to a fallow deer buck loose on the streets of Gilbert.  The animal has 


not been captured, and there are no recent reports about its location or possible owner.   


Investigations –  


 Regional personnel investigated a chronic wildlife feeding issue in Cave Creek.  The homeowner 


was feeding javelin and deer with food items on a regular basis, causing the habituated animals to 


destroy neighboring yards and trash containers. Additional information was given that the 


homeowner may be receiving these food items from a local food bank.  A site visit was conducted 


and the homeowner was formally placed on notice that any further feeding will result in a citation. 


 


OFF HIGHWAY VEHICLE LAW ENFORCEMENT 
 


Region I 


 OHV Patrol – While conducting an OHV patrol in the Heber area, Officer Lautzenheiser, Officer 


Greer along with USFS and Navajo County were involved in felony pursuit of two subjects on an 


ATV. Subjects fled from officers on their ATV then abandoned the ATV, and fled on foot. They 


were later apprehended and arrested and charged with multiple counts.  


Region II 


 OHV Patrol – although OHV traffic is slower during this period, 3 citations were written for 


expired decals.  


Region III 


 OHV Patrol – During the general deer season in GMU 17A/B, 6 individuals were cited for not 


having OHV decals on their machines, including 1 cited for knowingly displaying a fictitious plate.  


Region IV 


 OHV Patrol – Regional officers working with the OHV Coordinator, assisted with a multi-agency 


effort to patrol the Blue Water Desert Challenge OHV Race. 


 Officers teamed up with the Yuma BLM Rangers during the opening weekend of deer hunting.  


The issuance of 17 citations sent a clear message that OHV travel across country is unacceptable. In 


addition to these citations, 9 citations and 4 warnings were also given. 


Region V 


 OHV Patrol – While conducting deer hunt patrols, 251 contacts were made; 22 warnings issued for 


no decal; 3 citations were issued, including 1 no decal, fail to display license plate and no 


registration, 1 for expired decal, and  1 for no decal with an arrest for outstanding warrant.  


Region VI 


 OHV decal compliance in Region VI is significantly increasing from last year. Vehicles checked 


during hunt patrols showed close to a 90% compliance rate. Users are still somewhat confused and 


irritate that there is no reminder sent when their decal will expire. 
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 On October 13 Regional Officers attended a TRAL (Tonto Recreation Alliance) meeting to discuss 


ongoing OHV management strategies with volunteers and Tonto National Forest employees from the 


Mesa Ranger District. 


Law Enforcement Branch 


 Motor Vehicle Department (MVD) OHV Data Mining Project – MVD’s programming of their 


data bases to forward to AGFD two data lists is complete. The first list was an OHV decal purchaser 


list so that the Department may contact these constituents with renewal reminder notices. The second 


list was for all titled and registered OHVs including those with a body code of “R” (rock crawlers 


and rails) such that the Department may do direct marketing with these entities.   


 MVD and the state web portal vendor are now working on the FTP site that we will use to download 


the files from MVD. It is anticipated that the FTP should be ready by the end of November. Once 


active, OHV decal and registration owner will be available to the Department.  At that time, the 


Department can then begin to utilize the data for various projects including renewal notices, targeted 


outreach and direct mail-out campaigns. 


 Attended OHV Ambassador meeting in Phoenix. 


 Attended Region 2, Sector 8 meeting with Coconino County Sheriff’s Office Lt. Gilliland present to 


discuss OHV issues, specific to 30 day impounds of vehicles.  This meeting was useful in helping us 


put together an outline of challenges that face the Department with 30 day impounds.  I will continue 


to work on this issue and plan on taking the outline of issues to our AG liaison to seek direction for 


the Departments involvement with 30 day impounds. 


 Jimmy Simmons is putting together a presentation to be delivered to all AZ judges, briefing them on 


the OHV laws.  In addition to his presentation,  he is coordinating a meeting with a core group of 


judges and LEPM’s being scheduled through the AZ Supreme Court to start a dialogue regarding 


prosecution and bond schedules, among other court related matters.  The meeting should be in 


December. 


 


WATERCRAFT LAW ENFORCEMENT 
 


Region I 


 The Region received 3 new 14’ patrol boats. They will be assigned to the lakes in the Pinetop/Show 


Low area along with Big Lake and Crescent Lake. The boats were purchased with Coast Guard 


Funds. 


Region III 


 Front Counter Operations - On 11-1-10, Dennis Lee Cobbley, 63 of Catalina Island, California, 


was found guilty of disorderly conduct in Kingman Municipal Court. Cobbley was arrested on May 


26, 2010 when he attempted to register his watercraft as an Arizona resident, but became agitated 


and irate when he was told that he didn’t meet the qualifications for resident rates. He was detained 


by an AGFD officer until Kingman PD arrived on scene. The Department received a very 


complimentary letter from Kingman City Attorney on the professionalism and demeanor of our 


personnel at trial.  


 Prescott Area Lakes - fishing compliance patrol efforts in the Prescott area resulted in 70 boater 


contacts, and the issuance of 2 citations for boating safety violations. 


Region V 


 Officers patrolling the Patagonia Lakes resulted in 45 contacts and 26 boater contacts with no 


violations, and 1 warning.  
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Law Enforcement Branch 


 Governor’s Office of Highway Safety Public Safety Days – For the sixth State Fair in a row, the 
Department recently participated in the Governor’s Office of Highway Safety (GOHS) “Public 
Safety Days”. On October 16-17, Tim Baumgarten and Kevin Bergersen, along with two boating 
safety education program volunteers, represented the Department at the inaugural deployment of 
the new FOLE “Wear-It” for Life Outreach Boat.  This Inter-Branch collaborative effort employed 
targeted child life jacket wear messaging to both parents and their kids and ended up exceeding all 
participation and kid appreciation expectations. 


 
Using USCG Grant dollars, FOLE retro-fit a surplused FOR3 patrol jet-boat (that had outlived its 
useful life) into a kid friendly “bells and whistles” static show boat for officers to engage kids in a 
message of boating safety.  The final product is very impressive and received dozens of positive 
public comments.  The boat provided the Department a professional grade tool at outdoor 
recreation venues to draw our publics in and thereby engage in powerful “kid-friendly” outreach.  
The boat helped create innumerable “life-time memories” as the boat drew hundreds kids to our 
boating safety display. Over the 2 day GOHS event, it was estimated that 700 youth boarded the 
new outreach boat and participated in the boating safety education program’s throwable life jacket 
game.  The key was that every kid had to wear the appropriate sized life jacket before they could 
actually get on the boat to do the game.  Several times, several kids returned later in the day, 
running past fire engine displays, to play the game a second time on the Game and Fish 
boat….when was the last time the Department counted outreach coups on fireman?  


 
As an added bonus, the boat will be used by IEED for general boating safety events, local parades, 
and drowning prevention efforts across the state.  Since implementing this project in October, the 
Department has displayed the boat at three events and engaged over 2200 children to date (#s do 
not include their parents). It is estimated that by the May 2011, a total 250,000 persons will have 
seen the boat’s Wear-It message at a total of 9 events.   
 
Photos available at:  U:\Boating Law Administrator\GOHS\Public Safety Days 2010  


 2010 Year to Date Arizona Boat Accidents Totals: 
Total Property Damage – $397, 165 
Total accidents – 129 
Total injuries – 86 
Fatalities – 4  (The fatality total reflects a triple fatality boat accident on the Verde River below 
Horseshoe Lake that involved three adult males who drowned after their paddle craft flipped in 
the early morning hours of 11/14/10.  None were wearing life jackets.) 


 


TRAINING 
 


Region II 


 High Risk Stop Instructor Certification – was completed by Officer Rice at Rio Salado College. 


 SFST/HGN Certification – was completed by Officers Rice and Turnpaugh at ALEA. 


Region III 


 Rifle Training and Transition –.two regional firearms instructors assisted with instruction at Rifle 


School held at BASF. 
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Region V 


 Officers participated in the Regional OHV training. 


 The end of year shoot was held with the East Sector shooting in Safford, and all remaining officers 


shooting in Tucson. 


Law Enforcement Branch 


 Internet-Based Boat Accident Report Software – FOLE is in the implementation stage of 


deploying an Internet-based boat accident report software program.  In early November, 20 marine 


enforcement officers from AGFD, sheriff’s offices, and municipal police departments attended a two 


day train the trainer course on the use of the software.  Once fully online in January 1, 2011, 


agencies will be able to electronically complete and summit to the Department their automated boat 


accident reports and FOLE will no longer serve as the data entry entity for manually typing data into 


the USCG boat accident Boat Accident Report Database (BARD). As officers become proficient, 


BARD entries will occur at the agency level with AGFD serving as the final approving and vetting 


entity.  This project is anticipated to save hundreds of hours of time in FOLE and sister agencies as 


the BARD entry process becomes fully implemented. 


 OHV LEPM, Jimmy Simmons - attended SFST/HGN Instructor training.  This will enable FOLE 


to better equip our officers that are not currently trained in SFST/HGN for OHV and watercraft 


patrols. 


 M&P-15 Rifle Training – John Romero, Wildlife Law Enforcement Programs Coordinator, 


planned and instructed a Patrol Rifle School at the Ben Avery Shooting Facility (BASF). Regional 


Law Enforcement Specialists Jim Madden and Jess Antolik along with Wildlife Manager Scott 


Poppenberger assisted with the instruction. This 3-day school was the first of two such schools used 


to train officers in the use of the Smith and Wesson M&P-15 rifles recently purchased by the 


Department. The officers attending these schools have never carried a police rifle in their careers. 


The October school trained 12 staff and field officers with years of service ranging from 2 years to 


27 years.  At the end of the school, every officer was issued a new Smith and Wesson M&P-15 and 


the tactical knowledge on how to effectively deploy it. The second school with be offered in mid-


January. 


 Smith & Wesson M&P-15 Armorers School - John Romero coordinated with representatives from 


Smith and Wesson to host an M&P-15 Armorers school. The school was held at the Ben Avery 


Shooting Facility Activity Center. 10 officers from all parts of the state and representing each region 


participated in the training. This training gives the Regions the ability to repair weapons on-site 


rather than sending them to the factory. This will keep a police rifle in the hands of the field officers 


even in the event of a broken or damaged rifle. 


 Wildlife Manager & LES MILO Evaluation - As a component of the WM/LES interview process; 


John Romero put each candidate through two scenarios using the MILO Range firearms simulator. 


These scenarios are intended to evaluate whether a WM or LES candidate will indeed use deadly 


force when and if necessary. An overall evaluation is then presented to the interview panel to assist 


in the final decision making. 


 


GRANTS, AGREEMENTS, AND SPECIAL PARTNERSHIPS 


 
Region I 


 On November 8, 2010 the Region I Law Program met with officers from BLM, US Forest Service, 


Navajo County, Apache County, San Carlos Game and Fish Department and the White Mountain 
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Game and Fish Department to discuss law enforcement issues and concerns that are occurring in 


and around the White Mountain area. 


 On November 9, 2010 Region I officers conducted a pronghorn antelope capture in Unit 3A. 


Officers captured and radio collared 15 antelope to monitor movement and use patterns in western 


3A in association with the existing and proposed wind farms. Region I personnel, Region II 


(Officer Phoenix) and the Research Branch were also involved in the project. 


Region III 


  The Department in cooperation with Bullhead City mailed out 22,000 OHV fliers in utility bills in 


BHC.  An additional 4,000 were sent to home owner associations.  Information was sent out to 750 


face book and twitter fans. 


 Wildlife Managers spoke with the Managers and/or owners from the Cross U, Yavapai, Chino 


Grande, Spider, Las Vegas, ORO, Anvil Rock, Double O, Long Meadow, Boquillas and Bar 


Triangle Ranches prior to and during the big game hunts.  He inquired about issues/concerns 


regarding the hunting seasons and made arrangements to address the topics that were voiced.  On 


the Chino Grande specifically, Wildlife Managers arranged for additional signage, which was later 


installed by the ranch manager and Wildlife Managers.  The Officers also spent time during the 


hunts patrolling the Ranch.  


Region IV 


 The Region presented a Certificate of Appreciation to California Game Warden Nemlowill for his 


assistance and law enforcement efforts resulting in numerous citations and revocations for the State 


of Arizona. 


Region V 


 Sector 9 Officers worked with the U. S. Forest Service to man a check point in GMU 33, resulting in 


500 contacts; 5 citations and 16 warnings were issued for failure to display OHV tags. More than 


300 recreational shooters and 180 hunters passed through the checkpoint. Of this group, Officers 


checked 6 harvested deer for tags.  


 U. S. Forest Service officers confiscated a 9MM handgun from an individual after he fired the 


weapon from a vehicle.  A citation was written.  


Region VI 


 Regional personnel, working with a local land owner, managed to save and maintain hunter access 


on one of the last dairy locations in the East valley.  This small piece of property was threatened with 


closure and receives a high volume of flying birds and hunter use. After the season was over 


Regional Officers began sending out emails and making phone calls to hunters about a clean-up on 


the property.  The clean-up was held on Sunday September 26
th


 and 21 people showed up and helped 


clean the property of hunting related litter.  Region VI has also begun negotiations with the City of 


Mesa to have this area officially designated as a hunting area within city limits.  


 On Sunday, October 24
th


 Region VI officers participated in a multi-agency task force to conduct 


enforcement on the Gila River between 83
rd


 Ave and Highway 85. The effort utilized 6 agencies and 


over 30 officers to patrol the river corridor and focus on a variety of chronic violations associated 


with this area. The Department has found it difficult to engage the local municipalities in the past as 


the Gila River crosses many jurisdictions and is a challenge to patrol, due to terrain logistics. The 


region is hopeful that this effort will initiate a heightened level of awareness for the local 


jurisdictions as the majority of violations are Title 13 issues.  AZGFD personnel contacted a total of 


114 people, issued 12 citations for unlawfully fishing and operation of OHVs. 


 Region VI officers participated in a large clean-up on the Table Mesa road north of New River. The 


effort utilized approximately 250 volunteers and representatives from AGFD, BLM, and members of 
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the Bradshaw Foothills Coalition to fill several large roll-off dumpsters with trash from the area. 


AGFD will conduct several focused patrols to contact OHV users and assist BLM in implementing 


their management plan for the area. 


 On November 11, Wildlife Manager Dana McGehee was recognized by the Phoenix Elks Lodge for 


his contributions to public safety in the community.  He was recognized along with other employees 


from other state, county, and local public safety agencies. 


Law Enforcement Branch 


 External Watercraft Law Enforcement Agencies Inter-Governmental Agreements (IGA) to 


Fund Watercraft Law Enforcement Efforts – In October, the Commission voted to provide 


watercraft law enforcement funding to eight counties through the execution of Inter-Governmental 


Agreements. To date, the Department has completed 3 out of the 8 IGAs and has transferred a total 


of $165,000 per the terms of the IGAs to the three county watercraft law enforcement agencies. The 


remaining 5 agencies are awaiting final approval from their Boards of Supervisors at which time the 


remaining $335,000 in funding will be transferred to those agencies.  


 Attended OHVAG Meeting and ATV field day on Coronado National Forest 


 Attended the Maricopa County Dust Task Force Meeting 


 Meeting with DPS about new range facility - Jay Cook, John Romero and Fred Bloom met with 


member of the Department of Public Safety command and range staff to work on details of a new 


range building the DPS will be constructing on their existing range at the Ben Avery Shooting 


Facility (BASF). Preliminary conceptual drawings show a separate office, armory, secure storage 


and classroom for use by the Department.  


 Operation Stone Garden Grant Funding  - In March, 2010, John Romero applied to 4 counties in 


an attempt to acquire funding from Operation Stone Garden, a Department of Homeland Security 


grant program that fund overtime and equipment monies to agencies who have contact with law 


enforcement activities on the southern border of the state. The Department was awarded nearly 


$40,000.00 in funds from this grant in for work in Cochise and Yuma Counties. The Law Branch has 


been tasked to develop a work plan for deploying this money which runs on an 18 month cycle. A 


draft proposal will be presented in mid-January. 


 


BORDER UPDATES 
 


Region IV 


 The Region continues to monitor border activity and participate in regular meetings with the Border 


Patrol and the Yuma Borderlands Management Task Force. 


Region V 


 Although observation reports are down from last year, border issues continue to exist with hunters 


still reporting sightings of undocumented Aliens and drug smugglers. One officer reported a hunter 


that had found human remains in GMU 36A.  The remains consisted of a bleached human skull. The 


incident was forwarded to Pima County Sheriff’s Department.  Hunter campsites in areas along the 


border have also decreased from last year, with the majority of hunters commuting either from town 


or local hotels. 


 


((LE Briefing Documentation Supports Director’s Goals and Objective #14) 


 








MEMO                F-3 


 


 


TO:   Larry D. Voyles, Director 


 


FROM:  Anthony Guiles, Legislative Liaison 


 


PRESENTER: Anthony Guiles, Legislative Liaison 


 


SUBJECT:  State and Federal Legislation 


 


DESCRIPTION:  The Commission will be briefed on the status of State and Federal 


legislation. The Commission may vote to take a position or provide 


direction to the Department for coordination, action, or proposed 


changes to legislation or other elective issues related to 


Department responsibilities.  The Commission will also review its 


position on designation of Commission members to represent the 


Commission at the Legislature on emergency issues and issues on 


which the Commission has taken an official position.  The 


Commission may vote to take action on this issue. 


 


DATE:  November 22, 2010 


 


 


Summary 


 


The Department will report on the current status of selected state and federal legislation 


and current elective issues.  The Commission may be asked to take action or vote to 


direct the Department for coordination, action, or changes to any or all of the topics or 


legislation discussed.  The Commission will also review its position on designation of 


Commission members to represent the Commission at the Legislature on emergency 


issues and issues on which the Commission has taken an official position.  The 


Commission may vote to take action on this issue. 


 


 


 


 














































































































































































































 


Nongame Subprogram Briefing 


- August 1, 2010 – November 30, 2010 - 


 


 


Common acronyms used in this report: 


 
AF=Alpha female 


AM=Alpha male 


ASNF=Apache-Sitgreaves National Forest 


ASDM=Arizona Sonoran Desert Museum 


ASU=Arizona State University 


BLM=Bureau of Land Management  


BRWRA=Blue Range Wolf Recovery Area 


BTPD=Black-tailed Prairie Dog 


CNF=Coconino National Forest 


CEDES=Commission of Ecology and 


Sustainable Development of Sonora 


CONANP=Comision Nacional de Areas 


Naturals Protegidas 


DPS=Distinct Population Segment 


EA=Environmental Assessment 


ESA=Endangered Species Act 


FAIR=Fort Apache Indian Reservation 


GIS=Geographic Information System 


GNF=Gila National Forest 


IFT=Interagency Field Team 


LCR=Little Colorado River 


MA=Management Area 


NAU=Northern Arizona University 


NEPA=National Environmental Policy Act 


NF=National Forest 


NMDGF=New Mexico Department of Game and Fish 


NPS=National Park Service 


NRCS=Natural Resource Conservation Service 


RU=Recovery Unit 


SEMARNAT=Mexico‘s Secretariat of Environment 


and Natural Resources 


SHA=Safe Harbor Agreement 


TNC=Nature Conservancy 


TPZ=The Phoenix Zoo 


UA=University of Arizona 


USBR=U.S. Bureau of Reclamation 


USFS=U.S. Forest Service 


USFWS=U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 


USGS=U.S. Geological Survey 


YOY=Young-of-Year  


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 
 







 


FEDERAL STATUS OF SPECIES  


 


Providing an accurate count of listed and candidate species for a state is complicated by 


several parameters, such as whether a person counts species within the historical range in 


the state but now absent from the state (e.g. grizzly bear), if subspecies are broken out 


from species (e.g. topminnows), and/or whether experimental status populations are 


counted (e.g. Colorado pikeminnow). This is further complicated by the fact that some 


species occurring in the state have listed or candidate populations only outside of the state 


(e.g. Gunnison‘s prairie dog).  


 


When looking at all listed and candidate species that may currently occur in the state, 


there are 26 species that are endangered, 12 that are threatened, and 18 that are 


candidates. However, the northern Aplomado falcon and thick-billed parrot should be 


added to the endangered list for management purposes. The northern Aplomado falcon 


has been released into New Mexico as a 10(j) nonessential experimental population. 


Arizona is included in the 10(j) area for the New Mexico release. The Department works 


with thick-billed parrots in Mexico, and continues to evaluate the potential to reintroduce 


them back into the state. The USFWS is developing a recovery plan for thick-billed 


parrots with AGFD assistance.  Therefore, the working number for endangered species 


for the Department is more accurately considered to be 28. In contrast, the Department 


has no plans for reintroduction of grizzly bear, so it is not counted in our working total 


even though Arizona is within its historical range (see the table below).  


 


Since the last briefing, the number of threatened species has decreased by one due to the 


removal of the bald eagle from the list.  The number of candidates has increased by two 


to now include the Rosemont Talussnail and the Sprague‘s pipit. 


 


 
Status Historical Presence 


Questioned by 


AGFD or Historic 


Range Only with 


No Active 


Management 


Program 


Historic Range, Not 


Known to be 


Present but Active 


or Potential 


Management 


Programs 


Maybe or 


Likely 


Present 


Working Total 


Endangered 2 (Eskimo curlew, 


Sinaloan Jaguarundi) 


2 (Aplomado falcon 


and Thick-billed 


parrot) 


26 28 


Threatened 1 (Grizzly bear)  12 12 


Candidate 1 (Greater sage-


grouse) 


 18 18 







Species 


Current Status (see 


Appendix A) 


Ongoing 


Action 


Recent History and Date of Next 


Anticipated Action 


Potential Impacts to 


AGFD 


Activities/Authorities Origin of Action 


Cactus Ferruginous 


Pygmy-Owl 


No ESA status, but 


Positive 90-day 


Finding 


12-month 


status review 


American Ornithologists‘ Union did not split 


eastern and western populations into different 


species. USFWS issued positive 90-day 


finding published 6/2/08. 12-month finding on 


hold. CBD filed compliant to USFWS on 


2/18/10 to force determination on 12-month 


finding. Expected publishing 8/15/11. 


If re-listed, captive-


breeding activities and/or 


other management 


activities may need to be 


modified. 


Defenders of Wildlife & 


Center for Biological 


Diversity 


Chiricahua Leopard Frog Threatened 


USFWS 


settled lawsuit 


and will 


evaluate 


designating 


critical habitat 


Proposed rule for critical habitat is due to 


publish in FR 12/08/10 and a final rule is due 


by 12/2011.  


If designated, Critical 


Habitat could affect the 


Department‘s Sportfish 


stocking programs. 


WildEarth Guardians 


 


Flat-tailed Horned 


Lizard 


 


No ESA Status 
Proposal to 


list 


In November 2009 District Court reinstated 


1993 proposed rule to list Final rule expected 


to publish in FR   November 2010.  


 


 


 


Listing will require 


additional resources to be 


allocated to recovery. 


Tucson Herpetological 


Society, Defenders of 


Wildlife, Center for 


Biological Diversity, 


Horned Lizard 


Conservation Society, 


Sierra Club, Wendy 


Hodges; Francis Allan 


Muth 


Gila Chub 
Endangered with 


Critical Habitat 


Formation of 


Recovery 


Team 


Recovery Team has not met yet due to FWS 


and AGFD staff changes and workload. 


Department resources 


further committed to 


planning and 


implementation. 


2005 Listing 


Gila Topminnow 
Endangered without 


Critical Habitat 


Rewrite of 


Recovery Plan 


Draft plan with AGFD-Nongame. AGFD 


hopes to complete next year. Draft for public 


review in FY11. 


Department resources 


further committed to 


planning and 


implementation. 


1967 Listing 


Gunnison’s Prairie Dog 
No current ESA 


Status 


Petitions to 


List the 


Gunnison‘s 


Prairie Dogs 


Court Ordered the USFWS to reconsider 


listing since they came to an illegal conclusion 


that it should be listed only in a Significant 


Portion of its Range. 


Implications to AZ: Full 


listing in Arizona would 


stop recreational harvest 


of Gunnison‘s prairie 


dogs (would become a 


closed season – no 


harvest). 


Forest Guardians  


(now WildEarth Guardians) 







Gunnison’s Sage-Grouse Candidate 
12 month 


Status Review  


12-month finding published 9/28/2010 found 


species is warranted but precluded for listing 


Department maintains that 


there is no evidence that 


this species historically 


occurred in Arizona  


American Lands Alliance 


& Biodiversity Legal 


Foundation and others 


Hualapai Mexican Vole Endangered 


12-month 


finding to 


delist 


Positive 90-day finding to delist published 


5/15/08. 12-month finding in prep and 


expected in 2011. 


 


Little current work with 


this species in anticipation 


of de-listing, which would 


increase management 


options. 


AGFD 


Jaguar Endangered 


Determination 


that CH is 


prudent 


published in 


FR 1/13/10. 


Proposed Critical Habitat (CH) designation 


scheduled to publish March 2012. 


Depends on extent of CH 


if designated. 


Center for Biological 


Diversity 


Mexican Spotted Owl 
Threatened with 


Critical Habitat 


Recovery Plan 


Revision 


Recovery Plan Revision currently being 


initiated by USFWS. 


The Department is 


helping draft the 


Recovery Plan and sits on 


the Recovery Plan Team. 


Dr. Robin Silver, 1993 


Mexican wolf 10j population 


90 day 


petition to 


reclassify 


USFWS returned a positive 90-day finding on 


8/4/2010. 12-month status review initiated. 


Potential to list the 


Mexican wolf as a DPS 


and enable us to move 


forward with substantive 


recovery planning. 


Response to petition filed 


by Center for Biological 


Diversity and other 


environmentalist NGOs. 


Mountain Plover No ESA status 


Reinstating 


the 2002 


proposed rule 


to list as a 


threatened 


species under 


the ESA 


Request for public comments published in FR 


6/29/10. USFWS final listing determination to 


be published in FR no later than 5/1/11. 


Increase effort for 


biological site evaluations 


for proposed wind energy 


and solar energy sites. 


2009 Court Settlement 


between the USFWS and 


WildEarth Guardians and 


Biological Conservation 


Alliance. 


Northern Leopard Frog 


No ESA status, but 


Positive 90-day 


Finding 


12-month 


status review 


90-day finding published in FR 7/1/09. 


Comments for 12 month status review 


submitted to USFWS. 12-month finding 


expected to publish in FR 3/21/11. 


 


 


 


 


Listing will require 


additional resources to be 


allocated to recovery. 


Center for Native 


Ecosystems, Biodiversity 


Conservation Alliance, 


Defenders of Black Hills, 


Forest Guardians, Center 


for Biological Diversity, 


The Ark Initiative, Native 


Ecosystems Council, 


Rocky Mountain Clean Air 


Action, Jeremy Nichols 







Ocelot Endangered 


Petition for 


designation of 


Critical 


Habitat 


CH petition is dated 1/21/10 and per the ESA 


the USFWS should respond within 90 days. 


Petition primarily 


addresses Texas; so CH 


designation in AZ seems 


unlikely at this time. 


WildEarth Guardians 


Page Springsnail Candidate 
Finalized 


10/7/09 


Director signed on 3/26/09, USFWS signed on 


10/7/09; publication in FR anticipated. In the 


11/10/10 Candidate Notice of Review USFWS 


reduced the listing priority number from 2 to 8 


because of current management efforts to 


reduce magnitude of threats. 


Page Springs & Bubbling 


Ponds hatchery operations 


are now better protected if 


the species gets listed. 


AGFD 


Rosemont Talussnail Candidate 


Candidate 


Notice of 


Review 


11/10/10 


USFWS published the CNOR in FR 11/10/10. 


Rosemont talussnail was designated as a 


Candidate with a listing priority number of 5 


(scale of 1 – 12, high - low). 


Could impact ability to 


manage wildlife on 


patented mining claims in 


Santa Rita Mountains. 


USFWS 


Roundtail Chub Candidate 
5-year status 


review 


June 2010 provided input to USFWS 5-year 


status review. 


Could have significant 


impacts to Sportfish 


program. 


Center for Biological 


Diversity 


San Bernardino 


Springsnail 
No ESA Status 


Revised 


proposed rule 


submitted 


12/08/08 


Expected FR publication date in FY11. 


Additional Department 


resources for Recovery 


planning and 


implementation, possible 


12-step process. 


USFWS 


Sonoran Desert Bald 


Eagle DPS 
No ESA Status 


12-month 


status review 


completed 


2/25/2010 


New lawsuit 


filed on 


10/4/2010 


*12-month finding published 2/25/2010 found 


bald eagles in Arizona are not a DPS and 


therefore not a listable entity; Court injunction 


was dissolved on 9/30/2010, the USFWS 


considers the population delisted. New lawsuit 


challenges the merit of the 12 month finding 


and a Preliminary Injunction is being sought. 


 


Bald eagle conservation 


activities will continue as 


in recent years. Bald 


eagles still protected 


under Bald & Golden 


Eagle Protection Act. 


Center for Biological 


Diversity 


Sonoran Population of 


the Desert Tortoise 
No ESA Status 


12-month 


status review 


90-day finding published in FR on 8/28/09. 


Comments on 12 mo status review submitted 


to FWS. 12-month finding expected to publish 


in FR 12/5/10. 


Require resources for 


development & 


implementation of 


Recovery Plan, strengthen 


mitigation guidance to 


developers, alter adoption 


program requirements. 


WildEarth Guardians & 


Western Watersheds 


Project 







Sonoran Pronghorn Endangered 


Proposal (EA) 


to reintroduce 


10j 


populations 


into historic 


habitat 


Final 10j Rule expected to be publish in FR 


12/15/10 


Department participation 


in planning and 


implementing second 


captive breeding pen and 


releases into historic 


habitat. 


Recovery Team 


Sprague’s Pipit Candidate 
12-month 


status review 
Warranted but precluded 9/15/10. 


Increase consideration for 


project evaluations in 


southeastern AZ grassland 


communities for wintering 


populations 


WildEarth Guardians 


Spikedace/Loach Minnow 


Threatened with 


Critical Habitat & 


Proposed Critical 


Habitat respectively 


Reviewing 


draft proposed 


rule for 


endangered 


status and 


critical habitat 


Proposed uplist to endangered and Critical 


Habitat published in Federal Register 


10/27/10, input due 12/27/11. 


If designated CH, could 


further impact 


Department‘s Sportfish 


program. 


1986 Listings 


Southwestern Willow 


Flycatcher 


Endangered with 


Critical Habitat 


Lawsuit 


against APHIS 


for tamarisk 


beetle 


introduction; 5 


year status 


review; 


Lawsuit 


against 


USFWS for 


additional 


critical habitat 


designation 


On 6/15/10, APHIS announced a moratorium 


on their ongoing tamarisk beetle biocontrol 


project. 


Five year Status Review on-going. 


Critical habitat was first designated in 1997, 


but was challenged and redesignated at a 


reduced acreage in 2005. On 1/14/10, USFWS 


agreed to reconsider designation of critical 


habitat following lawsuit. Revised proposed 


critical habitat rule expected to publish in FR 


7/31/11. 


No significant impact to 


the Department unless a 


significant amount of 


critical habitat acreage is 


added. 


 


 


The Center for Biological 


Diversity and Maricopa 


Audubon Society 


Three Forks Springsnail Candidate 


Revised 


proposed rule 


submitted 


12/08/08 


Expected FR publication date in FY11. 


Additional Department 


resources allocated to 


recovery planning and 


implementation. 


USFWS 







 


 


Thick-billed Parrot Endangered 


Lawsuit 


(2/5/10) 


against 


USFWS for 


development 


of Recovery 


Plan; 


following 


USFWS 


clarification 


on listing 


status 


USFWS published in FR 7/14/09 a 


clarification on the listing status of the thick-


billed parrot; finding declared the parrot as 


being endangered throughout its range and not 


just outside the United States. 


Complicates future 


releases (requires full 


protection, 10j., 


10(a)(1)(A), etc. 


 


No immediate 


implications to 


Department, since parrot 


does not occur in AZ 


WildEarth Guardians 


Tucson Shovel-nosed 


Snake 
Candidate 


12-month 


status review 


published 


3/31/10 


CBD filed complaint to USFWS on 2/18/10 to 


force determination on 12-month finding. 


Warranted but Precluded determination on 


03/31/10. 


Increased resources for 


development and 


implementation of 


Recovery Plan. 


Center for Biological 


Diversity 


Yuma Clapper Rail 
Endangered without 


Critical Habitat 


Rewrite of 


Recovery Plan 


Draft re-write of Recovery Plan made 


available for public comment per Federal 


Register on 2/10/10; comments were submitted 


to USFWS. 


Likely little to no impact 


to the Department. 
1967 Listing 
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The Department works closely with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and other 


partners to develop and implement species conservation documents such as Recovery 


Plans, Safe Harbor Agreements and Candidate Conservation Agreements (sometimes with 


Assurances). The existence of those documents frequently results in the implementation of 


management actions. Documents that are currently in development include: 


 


 A Candidate Conservation Agreement for the Black-tailed Prairie Dog in Arizona. The 


Department is currently working with the USFWS to develop the agreement to implement 


conservation measures to manage black-tailed prairie dog habitat and populations in a 


manner that will contribute to the multistate conservation effort and the long-term viability of 


the species while also maintaining management flexibility.  


 A Candidate Conservation Agreement for the Burrowing Owl on the Ben Avery Shooting 


Facility. The Department is currently working with the USFWS to develop the agreement to 


allow for the translocation of burrowing owls to 10 areas throughout the Ben Avery Shooting 


Facility for translocation research. 


 


Below is a summary of the more significant management activities taken during this 


reporting period. 


 


ADMINISTRATIVE 


 


 


ESA TRAINING 


 


In cooperation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Department provided comprehensive 


training on the Endangered Species Act (ESA or Act) to over 300 employees. All participants 


attended a session (Module 1) that provided a general overview of the Act. This session may 


become the source for a very basic over training session which will be made available to all 


Department employees. The participants also attended a second Module that provided essential 


information regarding the Act, with focused attention on prohibitions, penalties and permitting 


under the Act (Section 6, 7, 10 and 11); as well as a third Module focused on AGFD 


administration of the Act (a review of the Department‘s policies and procedures for working with 


listed species). A forth Module was provided on a second day of training for those employees 


who work routinely or supervise those who implement projects tied to the Act. The training was 


provided with a mix of U.S. FWS and AGFD subject matter experts as was appropriate. 
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MAMMALS 


 


MEXICAN WOLF 


 


Mexican Wolf Management Activities August 1, 2010 – October 26, 2010 
Measurement Arizona New Mexico Total 


New Wolves released  0 0 0 


Wolves translocated 0 0 0 


Wolf mortalities 0 1 1 


Wolf captures to affix radio collars 4 3 7 


Wolf that slipped its radio collar or collar stopped 


functioning 
0 0 0 


Wolves considered Fate Unknown
1
 0 0 0 


Wolves removed – permanent  0 0 0 


Wolves removed – non-permanent
2
 0 0 0 


Reports of Wolf nuisance behavior 0 2 2 


Confirmed or probable depredations
3
 1 0 1 


Livestock depredation investigations that did not 


implicate wolves 
4 0 4 


1Fate Unknown are collared wolves unable to be located for a significant period of time 
2Wolf that remains eligible for future translocations 
3Total number of depredation occurrences 


 


Initial Releases and Translocations 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service), along with the Department announced on October 7, 


that the planned release of a pack of Mexican wolves into the Apache National Forest of the Blue 


Range Wolf Recovery Area will be postponed until sometime in 2011. The Service, after 


coordinating with its partners in the Mexican Wolf Recovery Program in Arizona and New Mexico, 


determined that a release at this time would not be possible. After concerns were expressed by some 


of the partners the Service decided to step back and assess those considerations. The Service 


determined that additional time to plan and prepare for the release is needed to ensure the best 


possible outcome. 
 


Movements, Dispersals and other Incidents 


Arizona - From August 1, to mid October 26, the Paradise Pack was travelling in the Greens 


Peak area in Arizona based on radio telemetry information. On October 18, IFT members found 


and followed 2 sets of adult wolf tracks for a mile and a half in the ASNF.  


 


The Hawks Nest Pack has remained within their traditional home range. In August, the IFT 


initiated fall trapping efforts to document pack status and pup recruitment in the Hawks Nest 


Pack. During the reporting period Department IFT members caught and collared 3 wolf pups 


from the Hawks Nest pack. On August 19,
 
fp1208 was trapped, collared and released on site. On 


August 24, mp1209 was trapped, collared and released on site. On October 1, fp1208 was 


captured and re-collared, with an adult collar, and released on site. On October 3, mp1210 was 


caught, collared and released on site. The IFT was also able to document the presence of at least 


seven pups with Hawks Nest during this reporting period.  
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The Rim Pack remained within their traditional territory in Arizona, and the IFT confirmed the 


presence of one adult sized un-collared wolf during the reporting period. 


 


The Bluestem Pack has also been located within their traditional territory in Arizona during this 


reporting period. The Bluestem pack continues to use their traditional territory on ASNF and the 


FAIR.  


 


New Mexico - During the reporting period the IFT located the Fox Mountain Pack within its 


traditional territory in the northwestern portion of the GNF. These wolves have been traveling 


separately, and did not localize in any specific area. However, last month the IFT documented 


F521 displaying localized behavior near the border of Arizona and New Mexico. This wolf is 13 


years old, which is considered to be at an advanced age for a wild wolf. During October M1157 


and F521 have been traveling together while M1158 has been located separate from them.  


 


San Mateo has remained in its traditional territory in the north-central portion of the GNF. In 


September the IFT was able to confirm five pups with AF903.  


 


Throughout August, the IFT located the Luna Pack within its traditional territory in the north-


central portion of the GNF. The IFT documented the presence of at least three pups with this 


pack. On October 7, the IFT darted re-collared and released AM1156 of the Luna pack. 


 


In August, the IFT located the Middle Fork Pack within its traditional territory in the central 


portion of the GNF. Toward the end of the month, m1185 returned to the pack. This wolf was a 


pup that was produced by this pack in 2009, and had been documented traveling on its own for 


most of the summer. In September, the IFT located the Middle Fork Pack within its traditional 


territory in the central portion of the GNF. The yearling wolf, m1185, continued to travel with 


the pack this month. The IFT documented a minimum of two pups with this pack. On October 5, 


AM871 of the Middle Fork pack was darted, re-collared and released in the GNF. The Middle 


Fork pack remained in their traditional territory throughout October  


 


In August, the IFT located Morgart‘s Pack in the northeastern portion of the GNF. These two 


wolves were documented traveling separately toward the end of the month. The IFT will 


continue to monitor these animals to determine their status as a bonded pair. Throughout 


September, the IFT located Morgart‘s Pack in the northeastern portion of the GNF. These two 


wolves were documented traveling separately toward the end of August. During September, they 


were traveling together more consistently. On October 7, AM1155 of Morgart‘s pack was darted 


and re-collared and released in the GNF. On October 12, F1106 was found dead and is currently 


under investigation. M1155 is now traveling alone in the northeastern portion of the GNF.  


 


Throughout the recording period, the IFT located the Dark Canyon Pack within its traditional 


territory in the west-central portion of the GNF. Dark Canyon exhibited denning behavior 


throughout the summer, but New Mexico has yet to confirm pups with this pack.  


 


On September 8, the IFT received a report of a potential wolf nuisance incident on private land 


just north of the GNF. The report stated wolves had chased horses through a fence. WS 
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personnel attempted to conduct an investigation of the incident; however, the landowner declined 


an investigation.  


 


On September 16, IFT personnel followed up on a report of wolves near the Pueblo Park 


campground on the GNF. The report stated wolves had been howling in the area since May; 


however, this was the first time information had been given to the IFT. The reporting party stated 


a wolf was in the campground, but when Mexican wolf photographs were shown to the 


individual, the pictures did not match the animal seen in camp.  


 


Outreach 


The IFT conducted 7 outreach efforts during the reporting period, and contacted approximately 


98 individuals regarding project related issues. The IFT continued to make concerted efforts to 


contact livestock producers during denning season throughout the summer in both states to 


develop proactive management plans including pasture rotations, range riders, and telemetry 


receiver loan agreements to allow for pack monitoring on selected grazing allotments.  


 


On August 22, Chris Bagnoli presented a Project overview to ten individuals from the White 


Mountain Audubon Society at the Beaver Creek Ranch near Alpine, Arizona. 


 


On August 31, Chris Bagnoli, Jeff Dolphin and Beth Wojcik presented a Project overview and a 


field trip regarding the wolf project to four members of the Arizona State Legislature. The field 


trip included a meeting with a local livestock producer on the ASNF to discuss proactive 


livestock management practices and hear her perspective on the reintroduction project in general. 


 


On September 8, Chris Bagnoli and Jeff Dolphin presented a Project overview and field trip to 


eight students and two instructors from Prescott College.  


 


On September 22, Cathy Taylor participated in a panel discussion at Fort Lewis College in 


Durango, Colorado, regarding Mexican wolf management. Approximately 50 people attended. 


The panel was made up of an Arizona rancher, Bud Fazio from the FWS and a representative 


from the Center for Biological Diversity.  


 


On September 25, Chris Bagnoli presented a Project overview and a field trip regarding wolf 


management to three individuals from the Round Valley area as part of the ―Fall into the Wild‖ 


nature festival and fundraising event for the White Mountain Regional Medical Center at the 


Sipe Wildlife Area near Eagar. 


 


The last week of September, IFT personnel presented a project overview to a local chapter 


meeting of the American Society of Foresters in Pinetop, Arizona. Thirteen individuals were in 


attendance. 


 


On October 9, Chris Bagnoli and Jeff Dolphin gave a project overview and trapping 


demonstration for 13 UA students as part of a wildlife class at Sipes. 


 


SONORAN PRONGHORN 
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We have not had any more pronghorn deaths in the pen since the six in July. The additional test 


results from the previous deaths were still inconclusive. We plan to attempt to vaccinate the 


pronghorn in the pen with a vaccine for EHD/Bluetongue that has had positive results with deer. 


The vaccine is a two dose procedure, so we plan to administer the first dose Nov 3-5 using dart 


guns while they are at the feeders, and then give the second dose when we have them captured 


for release in December. 


Status of Pronghorn in Pen 


 
Wild 


pronghorn      
 


 


 


put into the 


pen 


2005 


 


2006 


 


2007 


 


2008 


 


2009 


 


2010 Total in 


Pen 


NORTH HALF 


In Pen 3F 1F  2F 2F, 2M 9F, 1M 7F, 4M  


Released 1M 4M, 1F 3M 4M, 1F 5M, 2F 4M   


From south half     1M   32 


To south half      1M, 1F   


         


SOUTH HALF 


In Pen 5F  2F 1F 2F, 3M 5F 9F, 8M  


Released   2M 1F, 2M 1F, 5M 1F, 7M   


From wild     1M   38 


From north half      1F, 1M   


(M = Male, F = Female)           70 
 


We saw 67 pronghorn in the wild on our last telemetry flight. We will do our biennial range wide 


survey in December. We also plan to release 13 females and 7 males from the pen in December. 


 


Work is progressing on the EA for redeveloping and building new waters for pronghorn on the 


Cabeza Prieta NWR. Work is also progressing on an EA for predator control in and in the 


vicinity of the captive breeding pen and forage enhancements. We are awaiting the FONSI on the 


EA for the second population in historic habitat. 


 


We have received $850,000 for 5 years from the Department of Homeland Security (via NPS) 


for mitigation for border activities. These funds will be used to hire a new FTE for pronghorn 


monitoring, and implementing and assessing recovery actions. Funds will also be used for 


infrastructure for the second population pen, and personnel for the second pen. 


 


BLACK-FOOTED FERRET 


 


Breeding and Releases 


Aubrey Valley:  


No black-footed ferret releases are planned for the Aubrey Valley in 2010. However, if there is a 


surplus of ferrets at the Ferret Conservation Center, these animals may be sent to Aubrey Valley. 
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These ferrets would be released in high density prairie dog colonies that are not known to have 


ferrets, or had ferrets previously but haven‘t been detected in several spotlighting events. Future 


releases of captive bred ferrets will be contingent upon the status and reproductive viability of 


the existing wild population.  


 


Espee Allotment:  


An Allocation Request was submitted to the BFF Conservation Center requesting 15 to 18 ferrets 


for 2010. We were given an allocation of 10 kits to be released on the Espee. However, after 


completing density mapping on the Espee it was determined prairie dog density had declined 


from about 8,000 acres to about 1,200 acres. We advised the Black-footed Ferret Conservation 


Center it would not be appropriate to release ferrets on the Espee this year. On August 12, Paul 


Marinari from the Ferret Conservation Center, along with members from the USFWS and the 


black-footed ferret crew toured the Espee near ferret release sites to determine if the Espee could 


support ferrets. Because the ferret family rating had decreased from 43 in 2009 to 10 in 2010, 


good habitat decreased 37% from the previous year, and the presence of plague and canine 


distemper, it was determined that no ferret releases will take place on the Espee until the prairie 


dog population recovers. 


 


Black-footed Ferret Surveys 


Aubrey Valley:  


The large fall spotlighting event is scheduled for the nights of October 21 through October 25. 


 


Espee Allotment: 


The USFWS has requested that we increase our survey efforts on the Espee. In response to this 


request, spotlighting effort was increased to 8 scheduled nights (3 nights in the spring, 5 nights in 


the fall) from 6 scheduled nights per year. Opportunistic spotlighting surveys will also be 


conducted during the summer and trenching surveys in the winter, if snowfall is adequate and 


flights can be scheduled. Spotlighting on the Espee occurred on the nights of September 23 


through September 26. One volunteer from the Phoenix Zoo, two Department volunteers, three 


Ferret crewmembers, and one intern participated in the event. We had a total of 117.6 truck 


survey hours, 6.5 backpack hours, with a total of 124 spotlighting hours. No ferrets were 


observed.  


 


Prairie Dogs 


Aubrey Valley:  


Density mapping was completed in mid-July with a total of 324 miles mapped. There are 13,332 


hectares of good habitat (> 25 burrows per ha) with 55 mean burrows per ha. The ferret family 


rating is 144.  


 


Espee Allotment: 


Density mapping was completed at the end of June with a total of 314 miles mapped. There are 


1,247.33 acres of good habitat (> 25 burrows per ha) and a mean burrow count of 16.3 per acre 


of good habitat. This is a 37% decrease in mean burrow count from last year. The ferret family 


rating dropped from 43.6 in 2009 to 10.787 in 2010. 


 







Arizona Game and Fish Commission 


Nongame Subprogram Activities August 1, 2010 – November 30, 2010 


Page 14 of 33 


 


Disease Monitoring 


Aubrey Valley:  


The Aubrey Valley (AV) remains ―plague free.‖ Badger trapping was conducted at the end of 


June but no badgers were trapped. Due to their territorial behavior, badgers may be more indicative 


of a local plague outbreak in the reintroduction area than coyotes, since coyotes are transient and 


could be exposed to plague elsewhere. Opportunistic sampling for canine distemper virus (CDV) 


will occur throughout the year. An EAC for the AV will be developed to use leg-hold traps to 


capture badgers in the AV; generally leg-hold traps are more effective than cage traps.  


 


Small mammal trapping occurred during two separate events, the first session took place July 13, 


14 and 15; the second session took place August 11, 12 and 13. Trapping was conducted with 


John Kraft (Nongame specialist, RIII) and in coordination with Joe Busch from NAU. Fleas were 


collected from 6 different rodent species and are being tested for plague. Results are pending. 


 


Espee Allotment: 


Results from the spring predator sampling indicated that four coyotes had titer levels for plague 


(only one was high at 1:512) and all 14 samples were positive for canine distemper (Table 1). 


Wildlife Services is scheduled to conduct predator sampling on the Espee in November. We will 


be requesting that they try to trap one badger and one fox in addition to coyotes, as they are more 


indicative of plague being present in the area. Coyotes are more transient so a positive sample 


from testing could indicate plague in the area, but it could just be the animal is passing through. 


 


Mitigation of Plague:  


If funding permits, dusting may occur on the Espee Allotment this fall.  


 


Table 1. A Comparison of Plague Titers and CDV Titers from Predator Sampling Results from 


fall 2007 through spring 2010 on the Espee Allotment. 
October 2007 May 2008 October 2008 


Species Sex Age 
Plague 
Titers 


CDV 
Titers 


Species Sex Age 
Plague 
Titers 


CDV 
Titers 


Species Sex Age 
Plague 
Titers 


CDV 
Titers 


Coyote F A 64  Coyote F A  N/A Coyote F A  64 


Badger F A 256  Coyote F A 128 N/A Coyote F A  4 


Coyote M A 32  Coyote M A  N/A Coyote M A 128  


Coyote F A 64  Badger M U 1024 N/A Gr. Fox M A   


Coyote F A 512 32 Coyote M U  N/A Coyote M A 128  


Coyote F A   Coyote M A 512 N/A Badger M A 64  


Coyote M A   Coyote M A 32 N/A Badger M A 64 4 


Gr. fox  M A 64  Coyote F A  N/A Coyote M A   


Coyote F A 128  Coyote M A  N/A Kit Fox M A 32  


Coyote F J   Coyote M A 1024 N/A Badger F A 2048  


Coyote F A   Coyote M A 64 N/A Coyote M A   


Gr. Fox F A   Coyote F A  N/A Badger M A 64  


Coyote F A   Coyote M A 64 N/A Coyote M A  4 


Gr. Fox M A   Kit Fox F A 256 N/A Coyote F A 128  


Coyote F A   Coyote F A  N/A coyote F A  8 


Gr. Fox M A  32           


March 2009 November 2009 March 2010 


Species Sex Age 
Plague 


Titers 


CDV 


Titers 
Species Sex Age 


Plague 


Titers 


CDV 


Titers 
Species Sex Age 


Plague 


Titers 


CDV 


Titers 


Coyote F A 256  Coyote F A 265 6250 Coyote M   6250 


Coyote U A 32  Coyote M A 32  Coyote F A  6250 


Coyote M A   Coyote F A  125 Coyote M  512 6250 
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Research 


The ferret project is still engaged in the following research: 1) research with Northern Arizona 


University (NAU) looking at the absence of plague in the Aubrey Valley. Joe Busch, from NAU, 


came to the Aubrey Valley to collect fleas from prairie dogs. Fleas were also collected from 


rodent spp. during small mammal trapping and will be tested for plague. Results are not yet 


available. 


 


The project is also looking into a mark-recapture study that may show an improved means of 


calculating population density of ferrets called Correlated Density Estimate. Our site was chosen 


to test the study, due to our larger minimum population. This mark-recapture method uses 


program MARK, which is a data heavy statistical analysis program requiring a large sample size. 


Due to a request for increased spotlighting survey efforts on the Espee, we will plan to try the 


mark-recapture study in the fall of 2011.  


 


We are currently writing a proposal to draw blood from ferrets during spotlighting events to look 


at whether scavenging on deceased prairie dogs that have been shot in the Aubrey Valley may 


increase blood lead levels in ferrets. This will be sent to the USFWS. 


 


GUNNISON‘S PRAIRIE DOG 


 


Monitoring 


The Department completed occupancy surveys for Gunnison‘s prairie dogs along with agencies 


from the three other states (Colorado, Utah, and New Mexico) within the species range.  These 


surveys are done every three years across all four states that inhabit Gunnison‘s prairie dogs to 


determine trends in the population. There were a total of 180 plots visited in Arizona to determine 


whether Gunnison‘s prairie dogs occupied that specific 500 meter square plot.  Results indicate 


stability in occupancy rates with 25 occupied sites in 2010 where 26 were occupied in 2008. All 


data is currently being sent to Colorado for their statistician to analyze the data and compile results 


for each state and across its range.   


 


ESA Court Ruling 


On February 5, 2008, the USFWS found that listing the Gunnison‘s prairie dog was warranted but 


precluded only within the ―montane‖ portion of its range which would affect areas within Colorado 


and New Mexico and not the ―prairie‖ portion.  On appeal of that decision, a September 30, 2010 


court ruling directed the USFWS to further consider their conclusion it violates the ESA to list a 


Coyote F A   Coyote M A 32  Coyote F A 32 6250 


Coyote U A 64  Coyote M A 64 6250 Coyote F A  6250 


Coyote M A 2048  Coyote F A 64 6250 Coyote M A 32 6250 


badger M A 256  Coyote M A   Coyote M A 32 6250 


Coyote F A 64  Coyote  A  6250 Coyote  A  6250 


Coyote F A 64  Coyote F A 32 6250 Coyote F A  6250 


Coyote M A 64 48 Badger M A 2048  Coyote  A  6250 


Coyote M A  128 Gr. Fox F A   Coyote F A  250 


Coyote M A 128  Gr. Fox F A  250 Coyote F A  6250 


Coyote M A   Gr. Fox F A   Coyote F A  6250 


Coyote M A   Coyote M A 64 6250 Coyote F A  250 


Gr. Fox F A   Coyote M A 256 6250      


     Coyote F A        







Arizona Game and Fish Commission 


Nongame Subprogram Activities August 1, 2010 – November 30, 2010 


Page 16 of 33 


 


species in only a portion of its range if a subspecies or DPS is not accepted.  The ―montane‖ 


population was considered to be a significant portion of the species range, and therefore, the 


USFWS will need to reconsider its listing decision whether to include the entire range of 


Gunnison‘s prairie dogs.  If the species becomes listed, this could impact the relations that occur 


with ranchers and land owners which could affect the way the Department is able to manage and 


monitor the species.  All current and future black-footed ferret projects could be impacted as well.   


 


BLACK-TAILED PRAIRIE DOG 


 


Habitat Preparation 


The Department completed development of a third re-establishment site for black-tailed prairie 


dogs. With the help from BLM and volunteers, mesquite was removed, grasses were mowed, and 


acclimation cages were installed in the Las Cienegas National Conservation Area.  The BLM has 


been contracting mesquite removal to improve the health of the grasslands within Las Cienegas.  


On October 18, contractors began work around the third site which will allow greater expansion 


for the colony and the potential for dispersal between this and the future fourth re-establishment 


site.   


 


Fall 2010 Translocation 


As in 2008, the Department used the Ladder Ranch in New Mexico for its source of black-tailed 


prairie dogs this year.  A total of 119 prairie dogs were trapped and translocated to Arizona for 


release among the three sites within Las Cienegas. A total of 64 prairie dogs released at the 


newest site, 29 at the second site, and 25 at the first site.  The Department has relocated exactly 


300 black-tailed prairie dogs from various areas in New Mexico to Arizona.   


 


One animal died during handling just prior to this year‘s release. This was the first mortality that 


has occurred while the prairie dogs were under the care of the Department.  The prairie dog was 


sent to the University of Arizona for necropsy and the cause of death was determined to be 


cardiomyopathy (a heart disease). 


 


Species Diversity 


One benefit the Department anticipated from the re-establishment program is increased species 


diversity within the release sites.  The first site was developed in 2008 and the prairie dogs have 


occupied the area for 2 years.  As was expected, the species diversity has been increasing.  Single 


surveys at this site showed five different raptor species; various lizards, a turtle, and snakes are 


using the burrow entrances; pronghorn forage regularly within and around the prairie dog 


colony; and most recently a burrowing owl has taken residence.  Observation from biologist and 


comments from the local rancher within release area suggest that cattle readily utilize the 


manipulated habitat within and around the reintroduction sites, as this manipulation stimulates 


the forage growth that promotes a functional multiuse grassland ecosystem. 


 


Research   


The Department is also working with the University of Arizona to better determine survivorship 


of the prairie dogs each year.  Prior to releasing the prairie dogs this year, all prairie dogs were 


ear tagged and their fur was dyed to assess who is surviving and where the individuals are 







Arizona Game and Fish Commission 


Nongame Subprogram Activities August 1, 2010 – November 30, 2010 


Page 17 of 33 


 


dispersing. The Department will be able to utilize this information to better understand what 


individuals are surviving and whether coteries are staying together after release.  All this 


information will influence the implementation of future releases. 


 


The Research Branch also began its first year of vegetation monitoring.  The Department is 


investigating the effects on the vegetation that result from prairie dogs.  The recent site and a 


control plot were transected to identify vegetation and cover and will continue to be monitored 


over the next five years.   


 


Awards 


On November 12, 2010, Holly Hicks received the Prairie Dog Protection Award at the Prairie 


Dog Coalition Fundraiser.  The award was presented in response to her actions which led to the 


prosecution of a black-tailed prairie dog poacher at the Las Cienegas reintroduction site on 


October 23, 2009.  The fundraiser followed the Prairie Dog Technical Meeting where Ms. Hicks 


presented the progress of the Black-tailed Prairie Dog Re-establishment Project in Arizona.   


 


OCELOT 


 


On April 19, 2010, the Department received an email containing photos reportedly taken along 


Highway 60 near the Devil‘s Canyon drainage east of Superior, Arizona and seemingly showing a 


dead ocelot. Later that week the ocelot carcass was recovered by Department personnel from an 


individual who had picked it up and hoped to have it mounted by a taxidermist. The carcass was 


treated as evidence, and sent to the USFWS forensics laboratory in Ashland, Oregon for further 


analysis. The Department‘s case currently remains open. 


 


The May 26 Veterinary Medical Examination Report from the Ashland laboratory provided a 


diagnosis that the adult male ocelot died from ―Blunt Force Trauma – Vehicular‖, and included 


details of the injuries noted to support that diagnosis. Additional notes in the report include 


―walled-off pieces of porcupine quills …suggests previous exposure to a porcupine‖, ―no lip 


tattoos‖, ―no penetrating gunshot wounds‖, ―no metallic radiodensities suggestive of bullet 


fragments or pellets‖, and ―no identification ‗PIT‘ tag was visible‖. Further, it was indicated that 


―teeth have normal wear for a young adult‖, ―normal wear is noted to the claws and foot pads‖, 


―adequate subcutaneous and mesenteric fat deposits‖, and ―musculoskeletal system is normally 


developed‖. 


 


An additional, June 3, 2010 Morphology Examination Report from the lab concluded that the dead 


ocelot depicted in the pictures reportedly taken along Highway 60 were the same animal recovered 


and examined, and that there were no suggestive indications that the ocelot had been kept as a pet. 


 


A genetic analysis of the ocelot from Highway 60 (and another seemingly road-killed ocelot from 


Texas) was conducted using mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA) methodologies at Texas A&M 


University and a September 2010 report was provided to USFWS. That analysis indicated both 


samples clustered with lineages within and near Mexico, and that a Central or South American 


origin was highly unlikely. Unfortunately, the specific origin of the Arizona ocelot was unclear 


mainly due to the lack of comparative samples from Sinaloa or Sonora. The only comparative 
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sequence data originated from samples from central and southern Mexico and further south. The 


placement of the Arizona lineage in the analysis suggested that a Sonoran origin was quite 


plausible but that its specific mtDNA lineage could not be conclusively pinpointed without 


samples from the Arizona border region. 


 


The Region VI office received the Globe-area ocelot carcass back from the USFWS Forensics 


Laboratory in Oregon in October. Decisions about final disposition are pending further 


discussion with USFWS but will almost certainly address both scientific and educational use. 


 


SINALOAN JAGUARUNDI 


 


The Department is reviewing accounts of jaguarundi sightings in Arizona at the request of the 


USFWS, who will determine if Arizona should be considered a part of the species historic range 


for recovery purposes. The Department maintains records of reported jaguarundi sightings and 


classifies them according to criteria established by Tewes and Everett in 1986 and included in 


Nongame Technical Report #35 in 1996.  The Department has no Class 1 records for the species, 


meaning no physical evidence such as a photograph, skull or pelage has ever been provided to 


support any of the reported sightings and no sightings have been made by two or more credible 


sources. The USFWS has provided funding to the Department for this effort. 


 


 


MOUNT GRAHAM RED SQUIRREL 


 


Fall 2010 Survey: 


The Fall 2010 survey was conducted during September 27-30, 2010. Results from the survey are 


not available, as the Department awaits additional information from our partners (USFS and 


University of Arizona). 


 


Recovery Plan revision: 


The draft revised Recovery Plan for the Mount Graham red squirrel is being reviewed internally 


by the USFWS. The Department continues to interact with the Recovery Team through 


participation in the Technical sub-Team and Implementation Teams. There has been no activity 


for these groups, as they await release of the revised Recovery Plan. 


 


USFWS Captive Rearing Pilot Program: 


The USFWS has drafted an EA regarding development of a pilot program for captive rearing of 


Mount Graham red squirrels. Partners identified in the pilot effort include the USFWS, US 


Forest Service, University of Arizona, Arizona Game and Fish Department, and the Phoenix 


Zoo. The Department provided comments on the EA, which included support of the pilot effort 


as well as our contention that augmentation through translocation of juvenile squirrels should be 


considered prior to implementation of a full captive rearing effort. 
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BIRDS 


 


BALD EAGLE 


 


On September 30, 2010, a Federal District Court judge ruled that the USFWS met the terms of 


the March 2008 court order by completing a 12 month status review of the bald eagle in the 


Sonoran Desert Area and removed the injunction from delisting the bald eagle in Arizona. The 


USFWS now considers the bald eagle in the Sonoran Desert Area delisted. The Center for 


Biological Diversity filed a new lawsuit challenging the merit of the 12 month finding stating the 


USFWS ignored best science recommendations from biologists and its own Regional office in 


reaching its decision. A preliminary injunction is again be sought by the plaintiffs.  


 


CALIFORNIA CONDOR 


 


Breeding 


The 2010 Arizona breeding season resulted in seven nesting attempts, three confirmed eggs, and 


one confirmed nestling. No nesting activity occurred in Utah in 2010. Veteran breeding Condors 


114 (15-year-old male) and 126 (15-year-old female) produced a nestling from their Vermilion 


Cliffs nest cave which fledged in mid-October. 


 


The status of two remote nests located deep within in the Grand Canyon was unknown for 


several months due to the inaccessibility of the nest caves. Although the pairs‘ behavior 


indicated that they may have been tending to nestlings, there has been no sign of fledglings to 


date, therefore it is unlikely that either nesting attempt was successful.  


  


Mortalities  


The carcass of Condor 195, an 11-year-old breeding female was located on September 17, 2010 


by a cyclist in a ditch off of Hwy 67, just south of Jacob Lake. Although no carrion was located 


in the area and a car strike was not obvious, necropsy results indicated several broken bones in 


the chest area, suggesting a collision with a vehicle. This is the first known vehicle strike 


mortality since the project began in 1996.  


  


Releases 


A public condor release took place on September 25, 2010 (Public Lands Day) at the Vermilion 


Cliffs National Monument. Approximately 75 members of the public were in attendance. Four 


condors were released, including one re-release (Condor 442) and three new releases (Condors 


413, 435, 486).  


 


Lead Reduction Efforts 


Voluntary lead reduction efforts continued during this reporting period and condor program 


outreach efforts resulted in over 7,000 contacts. Events included: 15 condor presentations 


reaching approximately 500 people, a condor booth at the Pinetop Wildlife Fair with over 200 


visitors, in-field outreach during the Kaibab hunting season, and targeted letters to over 6,000 


hunters within condor range. The free non-lead ammunition program and gut pile raffle 
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continued during the fall 2010 hunting season. Preliminary results indicate similar participation 


rates as the previous year. Final results of the effort will be available in December 2010.  


 


Location data indicates that up to 75% of the condor flock forages in southern Utah during the 


fall hunting season. The three condor lead mortalities from the 2009 season were attributed to 


exposures in Utah, not Arizona. For the past few years, the Utah Department of Wildlife 


Resources (UDWR) has been working with the Department and The Peregrine Fund to initiate a 


voluntary lead reduction program in southern Utah. Funding has limited the scope of this 


program. UDWR has implemented a rebate coupon program for big game hunters within condor 


range for the fall 2010 hunting season, however. Hunters were asked during the on-line 


application process if they would be hunting within a particular are (condor range). The hunters 


that that responded ―yes‖ (approximately 2,300) and others drawn for hunters within the range 


were mailed a $25 rebate coupon. They were instructed to buy non-lead ammunition and then 


mail in the receipt and UPC symbol to UDWR, which would in turn mail the hunters a $25 


check. The program runs through December and results will be available in January 2011. 


 


Lead Exposure 


The Peregrine Fund continues to trap and test condors for lead exposure throughout the year. The 


2010 trapping season commenced in October and will continue through February. 


 


Condor Movements  


As in previous years, the warmer weather of summer and early fall resulted in condor foraging at 


the higher elevations in southern Utah and northern Arizona. By the commencement of the fall 


hunting season, over 50% of the condor flock was foraging in Utah, in the Kolob and Zion areas. 


Condors are expected to remain in Utah until the snow pushes the deer (and hence the condors) 


south to the lower elevations in Arizona. Condor activity also increased on the Kaibab Plateau 


during the hunting season (October and November). 


 


California and Baja 


California continues it lead ammunition ban with a reduction in lead exposure in some regions. 


Lead exposure still remains high in central California however, where condors are known to 


forage more on private land and also feed on beached marine mammal carcasses that may have 


been shot illegally by fisherman. There were eight nesting attempts in California in 2010, 


resulting in three fledged nestlings. Baja had a successful nesting season with three nesting 


attempts, resulting in two nestlings. 


 


Condor Numbers 


Total population: 381 


Captive: 189 


Wild: 192 


Arizona/Utah: 76  


 California: 94 


 Baja: 22 


 


Arizona/Utah Numbers 
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Condors Released: 126 


Wild-hatched: 12 


Mortalities: 52 


Returned to Captivity: 10 


Current Population: 76 


Awaiting Release: 10 


 


Mortalities: 52  


Confirmed Lead Toxicity: 15 


Suspected Lead Toxicity: 2 


Predation: 11 (Coyote: 8; Golden Eagle: 3) 


Missing/Unknown: 13 


Starvation: 3 


Shot: 3 


Impaction (coins): 2 


Powerline Collision: 1 


Vehicle Collision: 1 


Infection: 1 


  


GOLDEN EAGLE 


 


The Department received a Renewable Energy Initiative grant from the BLM to conduct 


statewide baseline surveys for golden eagles. The Department‘s received $200,000 to fund the 


surveys, and is working with developers of renewable energy projects to meet the match needs 


for this grant. These surveys and occupancy data are needed to be in compliance with new 


regulations set forth under the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act. 


 


The Department is also in discussions with five other states in the southwest to conduct golden 


eagle occupancy and reproductive assessment flights. If concurrence is received, the Department 


would submit a proposal for a SWG Multi-state Conservation Grant on behalf of the 5 states for 


the project. If received and matching funds acquired, the Department would conduct these 


surveys in the spring 2012 and compile the information on behalf of the five states. 


 


The Department continues to be a leader of all western states in developing a Golden Eagle 


Management Program and is assisting the USFWS in drafting a National Golden Eagle 


Conservation Plan. The Department was a participant in the Golden Eagle Science Team meeting 


held in March and September 2010 to begin preliminary work on draft the plan. The Department 


lead Southwestern Golden Eagle Management Committee was used as a model numerous times 


during the meeting to express the importance of partnerships toward conservation planning. 


 


GUNNISON SAGE-GROUSE 


 


In 2000, Sage Grouse were split into two species, the widespread Greater Sage-Grouse and the 


smaller Gunnison Sage-Grouse in the southern portion of its range. Currently, the latter is only 


found in disjunct groups in southwestern Colorado and southeastern Utah. In September 2010, a 
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12-month finding as a result of a petition to list by various entities found listing under the ESA 


was warranted but precluded by higher priority listing actions. 


 


Although habitat distribution maps and a few subsequent documents suggest that Gunnison 


Sage-Grouse historically occurred in extreme northern Arizona, the Department continues to 


maintain there is no scientifically documented evidence of this grouse in the state. These maps 


were based on the distribution of big sagebrush (Artimisia tridentada) communities, and not on 


empirical evidence of occurrence. Due to our research, the Department believes the species did 


not occur in Arizona in recent history or during pre-settlement times, and therefore it is 


inappropriate to include the Gunnison‘s Sage-Grouse as a listed species in Arizona. 


 


SPRAGUE‘S PIPIT 


 


Following a 12-month status review for the Sprague‘s pipit, the USFWS announced on 


September 15, 2010 that listing was warranted but precluded by higher priority listing actions. 


This small grassland bird occurs primarily as a migrant and sparse, very local winter resident 


only in the grasslands of southeastern Arizona. Within this region of the state, it is known to 


occur primarily only in Santa Cruz, Cochise and possibly southern Pima counties and rare or 


accidental elsewhere in the state.    


 


THICK-BILLED PARROT 


 


The Department has been asked to assist the USFWS in review of the Mexican PASE (Recovery 


Plan) for the thick-billed parrot and to use the document to develop an amendment to the plan to 


cover the Arizona portion of the species range.  The USFW has provided funding to the 


Department for this effort. 


 


AMPHIBIANS 


 


CHIRICAHUA LEOPARD FROG  


 


During August and September of most years Chiricahua leopard frog recovery efforts typically 


include translocations to stock new locations within the historical range of Chiricahua leopard 


frogs or to augment populations at sites previously occupied by them.  Success of these projects 


depends on close working partnerships among the Department, USFS, USFWS and, in particular, 


The Phoenix Zoo and other cooperators that help raise or headstart frogs or have frogs on their 


private property.  This year‘s projects include the following: 


  


Department staff worked with Apache Sitgreaves NF to release 138 Chiricahua leopard frogs and 


149 tadpoles to a site in the White Mountains in the Black River Management Area of Recovery 


Unit (RU) 6. 


  


One hundred juvenile Chiricahua leopard frogs were released to a tank in Buckskin Hills portion 


of the West Mogollon Management Area (Coconino National Forest) of RU5. These frogs are 


progeny of adult frogs being held in captivity for breeding purposes at the Phoenix Zoo.  
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Department staff, USFS, The Phoenix Zoo, and volunteers released 542 recently metamorphosed 


Chiricahua leopard frogs and 1160 tadpoles into three RU5 sites in the Upper Verde River 


Management Area near Payson and one additional site in the Gentry Creek Management Area 


near Young. These releases included the 10,000
th


 Chiricahua leopard frog reared in captivity 


at the Phoenix Zoo and released into the wild in Arizona. Post-release monitoring through 


October show frogs persisting in at least 7 of 8 sites in the Payson area where frogs have been 


released in the past two years, and in a least 3 long-term sites and one more recent release site 


near Young. 


 


In the Coronado National Forest (RU2), Department staff along with Coronado National Forest, 


The Nature Conservancy and volunteers released 239 Chiricahua leopard frog tadpoles to Scotia 


Canyon on the west side of the Huachuca Mountains. This release augments the population 


established in fall 2009 and is part of a larger collaborative effort to renovate and restore Scotia 


Canyon to its historical condition. 


 


In September and October, four properties were enrolled for 10 years in the statewide Safe 


Harbor Agreement for the Chiricahua Leopard Frog.  The Nature Conservancy enrolled the 


Ramsey Canyon Preserve (392 acres), located on the east side of the Huachuca Mountains in 


RU2. In October Department staff enrolled three private landowners in Recovery Units 2 and 3. 


This brings the total to 12 enrolled properties covering >35,800 acres since the Agreement was 


signed by the Department and the USFWS in September 2006. This program is contributing 


toward the recovery of Chiricahua leopard frogs by allowing the Department to work with 


private landowners to reestablish or establish new populations and create or improve leopard 


frog habitat.  Also, in September, 21 frogs were released to a Safe Harbor site in the White 


Mountains area. 


 


RELICT LEOPARD FROG 


 


The Relict Leopard Frog Conservation Team (RLFCT) had identified Pakoon Spring, a thermal 


spring system in Mohave County, as an excellent site for relict leopard frog (a federal candidate) 


translocation and conservation. In September, the Department partnered with BLM to remove 


invasive exotic bullfrogs from Pakoon Spring. Bullfrog removal is crucial in the effort to restore 


suitable habitat for relict leopard frogs and will continue through spring of 2011.  


 


 


REPTILES 


 


FLAT-TAILED HORNED LIZARD 


 


The Department continued demographic and occupancy monitoring using standardized protocols 


developed by the Interagency Coordinating Committee, with funding and assistance provided by 


Marine Corps Air Station – Yuma (MCAS) and Bureau of Reclamation. Data have not been 


analyzed but indicate populations continue to remain high resulting from favorable rains during 


the last 2 winters. Funding for 2011 surveys was granted by MCAS. The Department also 
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participated in a workshop in San Luis, Sonora, Mexico to provide information and training to 


biologists, other resource managers, and appropriate community leaders. The ultimate goal is to 


develop a management strategy for flat-tailed horned lizards in Mexico. 


 


MEXICAN AND NARROW-HEADED GARTERSNAKES  


The Department continued intensive monitoring for Mexican gartersnakes at Page Springs and 


Bubbling Ponds Fish Hatcheries. In July and August, Department staff permanently marked 33 


additional Mexican gartersnakes, bringing the total to >150 marked adults and juveniles since 


monitoring efforts began in 2007. Department staff also continued to radio-track Mexican 


gartersnakes after capturing and implanting four new snakes with transmitters. Information 


resulting from radio-tracking will complement monitoring efforts and is being used to inform the 


hatcheries about how the snakes are using the habitat. Nongame Branch biologists continue to 


maintain a close working relationship with Fisheries Branch and Hatchery staff to ensure 


appropriate conservation measures for the gartersnakes, while continuing to improve hatchery 


operations. 


 


SONORAN DESERT TORTOISE 


 


The Department continued to monitor desert tortoises at the Sugarloaf Mountain study site in 


Tonto NF. During this quarter, staff recaptured 17 marked tortoises; a total of 172 adults and 


juveniles have been permanently marked since monitoring began in 1991. Department staff also 


continued to radio-track juvenile desert tortoises, and a fifth individual was captured and added 


to the study. This three-year project is the first of its kind, and information resulting from it will 


provide insights into the ecology of a size class of Sonoran desert tortoises for which information 


does not currently exist, and thus inform management for the species. 


 


In September, Department scientists provided extensive comments to the USFWS regarding the 


Sonoran desert tortoise draft 12-month status review. The final 12-month finding is expected to 


be published in the December 5, 2010 Federal Register. 


 


In November, Department staff and volunteers staffed a booth and provided outreach on the 


Departments Tortoise Adoption Program to attendees at the Turtle and Tortoise Preservation 


Group Conference on Captive Care and Breeding. This outreach included an overview on the 


purpose and administration of the Tortoise Adoption Program, as well as information on lawfully 


adopting and caring for captive tortoises.  


 


FISH 


 


GILA TOPMINNOW AND DESERT PUPFISH 


 


During August through October, Department staff salvaged endangered desert pupfish from a 


small pond at Scott L. Libby Elementary School and stocked them out into several locations in 


Maricopa County.  The school decided they could no longer afford to maintain the pond, and 


planned to let it go dry, so the Department needed to salvage as many desert pupfish as possible 


and find new homes for them. 
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On August 29, Department staff were joined by Phoenix Zoo and Audubon staff and volunteers 


to stock 500 endangered desert pupfish and 550 endangered Gila topminnow into the Nina 


Mason Pulliam Rio Salado Audubon Center outdoor ponds—thus becoming the tenth enrolled 


and stocked site under the statewide SHA for topminnow and pupfish.  Channel 12 News and our 


own Arizona Wildlife Views staff were on site to document this event and interview participants.  


The large outdoor pond at the Audubon Center was constructed using a grant from the Arizona 


Heritage Fund.  On September 28, an additional 682 pupfish were stocked into both ponds as an 


augmentation; most of those fish were salvaged from the Scott L. Libby School pond.  On 


October 15, approximately 2000 topminnow were added to the larger outdoor pond at the 


Aububon Center; these fish were surplus stock from ASU‘s Animal Care Facility. 


 


On September 9, Department staff stocked 851 desert pupfish into Morgan City Wash, a 


tributary to the Agua Fria River just below Lake Pleasant.  This is the second year of a multi-


agency effort to establish a population of desert pupfish and Gila topminnow into this stream.  


The pupfish were acquired from Scott L. Libby Elementary School.  


 


On November 2, 2010 Department staff stocked 3,425 Gila topminnow and an additional 657 


desert pupfish into Morgan City Wash.  The fish were picked up from BPNFCF but had 


originally been acquired from Dexter National Fish Hatchery, and a small portion of the pupfish 


had been acquired from Scott L. Libby Elementary School. 


 


GILA RIVER BASIN NATIVE FISHES CONSERVATION PROJECTS 


 


On September 3, Department staff conducted the first stocking of endangered Gila chub into a 


pond on The Nature Conservancy‘s Lower San Pedro River Preserve near Dudleyville.  This 


effort is an attempt to replicate the Babocomari drainage lineage, one of the few remaining 


lineages, of Gila chub.  We transported the 68 Gila chub from the Bubbling Ponds Native Fish 


Conservation Facility (BPNFCF), where they had undergone 30 days of prophylactic treatment 


to remove parasites.  The chub had been captured from O‘Donnell Creek and World Wildlife 


Museum during early August. 


The Department, USFWS, USFS, USBR, Northern Arizona University, and non-governmental 


organizations and private citizens continued their efforts to establish populations of endangered 


Gila topminnow, razorback sucker, and threatened spikedace and loach minnow in Fossil Creek. 


On October 28, Department and USFS personnel and volunteers stocked 575 loach minnow, 


2,447 spikedace, and 9,519 Gila topminnow into Fossil Creek.  This was the third annual 


stocking for loach minnow and spikedace and our fourth annual stocking of topminnow.  The 


spikedace and loach minnow were of Aravaipa Creek lineage and were progeny of fish 


propagated at BPNFCF.  The Gila topminnow were acquired from the SRP Gila topminnow 


pond at Page Springs Hatchery (these Sharp Springs lineage fish were originally acquired from 


Dexter National Fish Hatchery). 


 


The Department, USFWS, USBR, BLM, The Nature Conservancy (TNC), state Universities and 


private citizens continued their efforts to establish populations of endangered Gila topminnow, 
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desert pupfish, and threatened spikedace and loach minnow in the Muleshoe Ranch Cooperative 


Management Area.  On October 28, 374 desert pupfish were stocked into Headquarters Spring, 


311 desert pupfish were stocked into Secret Spring, 750 spikedace and 514 loach minnow were 


stocked into Hot Springs Canyon, and similar numbers of spikedace and loach minnow were 


stocked into Redfield Canyon.  This was the fourth year of stocking in the five year project.  The 


pupfish originated from one of the ponds at TNC Lower San Pedro River Preserve, and the 


spikedace and loach minnow were progeny of fish propagated at BPNFCF. 


 


Also on October 28, Department staff transported spikedace and Gila chub from BPNFCF to the 


State of New Mexico.  Department and New Mexico Department of Game and Fish (NMDGF) 


staff stocked the 150 Gila chub into a pond at Redrock State Wildlife Area.  This is an important 


step at establishing the first population of Gila chub in New Mexico since the species was 


extirpated from the state.  Department, USFWS, and USFS staff collected the Gila chub from 


Dix Creek in Arizona back in August 2010, and had transported them to BPNFCF where they 


underwent a month of prophylactic treatments.  Department staff also transferred the 1,985 


spikedace (Gila River lineage) to NMDGF who stocked them into the upper San Francisco 


River.  This was the third annual attempt to return spikedace into the upper San Francisco River 


in New Mexico.  The spikedace stocked this year were progeny of fish propagated at BPNFCF.     


 


 


INVERTEBRATES 


 


SAN BERNARDINO SPRINGSNAIL 


 


On July 30, investigators with the University of Sonora and UA provided the Department a final 


report on the presence/absence and initial genetic analysis of populations of San Bernardino 


springsnail in Sonora, Mexico.  This springsnail was recently designated as an ESA-candidate 


species by USFWS.  In the last few years, the historical springs and seeps on the San Bernardino 


National Wildlife Refuge and privately-owned Slaughter Ranch, have dried up or been greatly 


modified resulting in the loss of springsnail habitat and snail populations in Arizona.  During the 


last visit by Department and USFWS staff in May 2010, only one live springsnail was found in a 


small modified spring on the Slaughter Ranch.  Prolonged drought conditions and local 


groundwater use on the area‘s shallow aquifer have nearly caused the complete extirpation of 


this springsnail in Arizona.  Over the past year, the Department contracted UA and University of 


Sonora researchers to document and run mitochondrial genetic tests on extant populations of the 


snail south of the ranch in Sonora, Mexico.  They report finding populations of San Bernardino 


springsnails at seven localities in Sonora.  In comparing the results from this study with 


springsnail DNA previously analyzed from the type locality in Arizona (from Carla Hurt‘s 2004 


study), it appears that all of the Sonoran populations of this snail are conspecific with those from 


the type locality.  If the species becomes extirpated from Arizona, it could be reestablished from 


Sonoran populations.  This study was paid for using Arizona Heritage Funds from the Nongame 


Invertebrate Program. 


 


 


INTERNATIONAL AND BORDERLAND PROJECTS 
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SAN BERNARDINO SPRINGSNAIL STUDY 


 


The International and Borderland Program assisted the Native Fish and Invertebrates Program to 


contract Dr. Alejandro Varela, University of Sonora, and Terry Myers, University of Arizona 


Consultant to complete a genetic evaluation of springsnails in the San Bernardino River 


watershed of Sonora, México, as described above. 


 


BLACK-TAILED PRAIRIE DOG BINATIONAL RECOVERY 


 


On late August, Dr. Reyna Castillo, University of Sonora, visited Las Cienegas to sample black-


tailed prairie dogs for genetic analyses. Her research involves determining relatedness among 


populations in New Mexico, Chihuahua and Sonora. This study is at no cost to the Department 


and results are expected early 2011. 


 


THIRD WILDLIFE DISEASES WORKSHOP IN MEXICO 


 


On November 29 the Department held the Third Wildlife Diseases Workshop in Mexico in the 


city of Tuxtla Gutierrez, southern Mexico. The workshop was organized in collaboration with 


SEMARNAT-Chiapas. Participants learned about the various types of avian influenza virus, the 


causes, tests and diagnosis, and prevention.  
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Appendix A. U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service - Species Status Information 


 


Animal Species Listed in Arizona 


All tables based in part on information found at: http://ecos.fws.gov/tess_public/ 


 


 


Listed species 


Animals – 41 


Status Species/Listing Name 


E  Ambersnail, Kanab (Oxyloma haydeni kanabensis) 


E  Bat, lesser long-nosed (Leptonycteris curasoae yerbabuenae) 


T  
Bear, grizzly lower 48 States, except where listed as an experimental population or delisted (Ursus 
arctos horribilis) (NOTE: species not counted in total currently occurring in Arizona) 


E  Bobwhite, masked (quail) (Colinus virginianus ridgwayi) 


T  Catfish, Yaqui (Ictalurus pricei) 


E  Chub, bonytail entire (Gila elegans) 


E  Chub, Gila (Gila intermedia) 


E  Chub, humpback entire (Gila cypha) 


T  Chub, Sonora (Gila ditaenia) 


E  Chub, Virgin River (Gila seminuda (=robusta)) 


E  Chub, Yaqui (Gila purpurea) 


E  Condor, California U.S.A. only (Gymnogyps californianus) 


E  Falcon, northern aplomado (Falco femoralis septentrionalis) 


E  Ferret, black-footed entire population, except where EXPN (Mustela nigripes) 


E  Flycatcher, southwestern willow (Empidonax traillii extimus) 


T  Frog, Chiricahua leopard (Rana chiricahuensis) 


E  Jaguar (Panthera onca) 


T  Minnow, loach (Tiaroga cobitis) 


E  Ocelot (Leopardus (=Felis) pardalis) 


T  Owl, Mexican spotted (Strix occidentalis lucida) 



http://ecos.fws.gov/tess_public/

javascript:launch('/tess_public/html/db-status.html')

http://ecos.fws.gov/speciesProfile/SpeciesReport.do?spcode=G01M

http://ecos.fws.gov/speciesProfile/SpeciesReport.do?spcode=A0AD

http://ecos.fws.gov/speciesProfile/SpeciesReport.do?spcode=A001

http://ecos.fws.gov/speciesProfile/SpeciesReport.do?spcode=A001

http://ecos.fws.gov/speciesProfile/SpeciesReport.do?spcode=B00Z

http://ecos.fws.gov/speciesProfile/SpeciesReport.do?spcode=E02H

http://ecos.fws.gov/speciesProfile/SpeciesReport.do?spcode=E020

http://ecos.fws.gov/speciesProfile/SpeciesReport.do?spcode=E02P

http://ecos.fws.gov/speciesProfile/SpeciesReport.do?spcode=E000

http://ecos.fws.gov/speciesProfile/SpeciesReport.do?spcode=E029

http://ecos.fws.gov/speciesProfile/SpeciesReport.do?spcode=E02A

http://ecos.fws.gov/speciesProfile/SpeciesReport.do?spcode=E034

http://ecos.fws.gov/speciesProfile/SpeciesReport.do?spcode=B002

http://ecos.fws.gov/speciesProfile/SpeciesReport.do?spcode=B06V

http://ecos.fws.gov/speciesProfile/SpeciesReport.do?spcode=A004

http://ecos.fws.gov/speciesProfile/SpeciesReport.do?spcode=B094

http://ecos.fws.gov/speciesProfile/SpeciesReport.do?spcode=D02F

http://ecos.fws.gov/speciesProfile/SpeciesReport.do?spcode=A040

http://ecos.fws.gov/speciesProfile/SpeciesReport.do?spcode=E03X

http://ecos.fws.gov/speciesProfile/SpeciesReport.do?spcode=A084

http://ecos.fws.gov/speciesProfile/SpeciesReport.do?spcode=B074
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E Parrot, Thick-billed (Rhynchopsitta pachyrhyncha) – Not on USFWS List  


E Pikeminnow, Colorado (Ptychocheilus lucius) – Not on USFWS List  


E  Pronghorn, Sonoran (Antilocapra americana sonoriensis) 


E  Pupfish, desert (Cyprinodon macularius) 


E  Rio Sonoyta [Quitobaquito] Pupfish (Cyprinodon eremus) – Not on USFWS List 


E Rail, Yuma clapper U.S.A. only (Rallus longirostris yumanensis) 


T  Rattlesnake, New Mexican ridge-nosed (Crotalus willardi obscurus) 


E  Salamander, Sonora tiger (Ambystoma tigrinum stebbinsi) 


T  Shiner, beautiful (Cyprinella formosa) 


T  Spikedace (Meda fulgida) 


T  Spinedace, Little Colorado (Lepidomeda vittata) 


E  Squirrel, Mount Graham red (Tamiasciurus hudsonicus grahamensis) 


E  Sucker, razorback entire (Xyrauchen texanus) 


E  Tern, California Least (Sterna antillarum browni) 


E Topminnow, Gila (incl. Yaqui) U.S.A. only (Poeciliopsis occidentalis) 


T Tortoise, Desert (Mojave population) (Gopherus agassizii)  


T  Trout, Apache (Oncorhynchus apache) 


T  Trout, Gila (Oncorhynchus gilae) 


E Vole, Hualapai Mexican (Microtus mexicanus hualpaiensis) 


E  Wolf, gray Lower 48 States, except where delisted and where EXPN. Mexico. (Canis lupus) 


E  Woundfin (Plagopterus argentissimus) – Not on USFWS List 


 



http://ecos.fws.gov/speciesProfile/SpeciesReport.do?spcode=A009

http://ecos.fws.gov/speciesProfile/SpeciesReport.do?spcode=E044

http://ecos.fws.gov/speciesProfile/SpeciesReport.do?spcode=B00P

http://ecos.fws.gov/speciesProfile/SpeciesReport.do?spcode=C01S

http://ecos.fws.gov/speciesProfile/SpeciesReport.do?spcode=D01H

http://ecos.fws.gov/speciesProfile/SpeciesReport.do?spcode=E04B

http://ecos.fws.gov/speciesProfile/SpeciesReport.do?spcode=E05J

http://ecos.fws.gov/speciesProfile/SpeciesReport.do?spcode=E04M

http://ecos.fws.gov/speciesProfile/SpeciesReport.do?spcode=A09O

http://ecos.fws.gov/speciesProfile/SpeciesReport.do?spcode=E054

http://ecos.fws.gov/speciesProfile/SpeciesReport.do?spcode=E00C

http://ecos.fws.gov/speciesProfile/SpeciesReport.do?spcode=E00D

http://ecos.fws.gov/speciesProfile/SpeciesReport.do?spcode=E00E

http://ecos.fws.gov/speciesProfile/SpeciesReport.do?spcode=A0EU

http://ecos.fws.gov/speciesProfile/SpeciesReport.do?spcode=A00D
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Candidates for Listing in Arizona 


 


Common Name Scientific Name Where Listed (if not statewide) 


Chub, headwater Gila nigra  


Chub, roundtail Gila robusta 
Lower Colorado River Basin 
DPS 


Cuckoo, yellow-billed Coccyzus americanus Western U.S. DPS 


Frog, relict leopard Rana onca  


Gartersnake, northern Mexican Thamnophis eques megalops  


Mouse, New Mexican meadow 
jumping 


Zapus hudsonius luteus  


Pipit, Sprague’s Anthus spragueii  


Snake, Tucson Shovel-nosed Chionactis occipitalis klauberi  


Springsnail, Huachuca Pyrgulopsis thompsoni  


Springsnail, Page Pyrgulopsis morrisoni  


Springsnail, San Bernardino Pyrgulopsis bernardina  


Springsnail, Three Forks Pyrgulopsis trivialis  


Sucker, Zuni bluehead  Catostomus discobolus yarrowi  


Treefrog, Arizona Hyla wrightorum Huachuca/Canelo DPS 


Turtle, Sonoyta mud 
Kinosternon sonoriense 
longifemorale 


 


Talussnail, Wet Canyon Sonorella macrophallus  


Talussnail, Rosemont Sonorella rosemontensis  


Talussnail, San Xavier Sonorella eremite  


 



http://ecos.fws.gov/speciesProfile/profile/speciesProfile.action?spcode=E0AH

http://ecos.fws.gov/speciesProfile/profile/speciesProfile.action?spcode=E02Z

http://ecos.fws.gov/SpeciesProfile?spcode=B06R

http://ecos.fws.gov/SpeciesProfile?spcode=D00E

http://ecos.fws.gov/SpeciesProfile?spcode=C04Q

http://ecos.fws.gov/SpeciesProfile?spcode=A0BX

http://ecos.fws.gov/SpeciesProfile?spcode=G05C

http://ecos.fws.gov/SpeciesProfile?spcode=G059

http://ecos.fws.gov/SpeciesProfile?spcode=G05E

http://ecos.fws.gov/SpeciesProfile?spcode=G051

http://ecos.fws.gov/speciesProfile/profile/speciesProfile.action?spcode=E063

http://ecos.fws.gov/SpeciesProfile?spcode=D03S

http://ecos.fws.gov/SpeciesProfile?spcode=C067

http://ecos.fws.gov/SpeciesProfile?spcode=C067
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5-Year Status Reviews 


 


Species Year 


Initiate 


Staff FY 2010 


Proposed Status 


Actual/projected EOY 


Status 


Hualapai 


Mexican vole 


2005 Kaplan 12-month finding 


underway 


12-month finding 


scheduled for 


completion in FY10 


Jaguar 2006 Fernandez Draft to RO spring 


2010 


Draft not ready in FY 


09; draft to RO FY 2010 


Apache trout 2006 Gordon Will complete 


short template 


since RP is final.  


RP finalized August, 


2009; 5-year review will 


be completed in 2010 


Desert pupfish 2006 Duncan Draft to RO  Underway; trying for 


end August draft, but 


dependent on CAP  


Arizona 


cliffrose 


2007 Nystedt/Falk Draft to RO in 


September 09 


On schedule 


San Francisco 


Peaks 


groundsel 


2007 Hedwall Draft to RO spring 


2009 


Draft to RO by 


September 2009 


Chiricahua 


leopard frog 


2007 Rorabaugh RO draft summer 


2009 


On hold: waiting for 


genetics report. Draft to 


RO FY 2010. 


Spikedace 2007 Richardson, M Draft due to RO 


FY 09 


Still hoping for end 


August, but depends on 


other workload. 


Loach 


minnow 


2007 Richardson, M Draft due to RO 


FY 09 


ditto 


Gila 


topminnow 


2007 Duncan RP completion 


delay; FY2010 


more likely 


Still on hold for FY10 


due to recovery plan 


completion 


NM ridge-


nosed 


rattlesnake 


2007  Draft to RO 


September 2009 


Species lead transferred 


to NM field office 


(Michelle Christman); 


they will finish the 


review 


Brady 


pincushion 


2008 Gordon/Falk Draft underway; to 


RO summer 2010 


 


Arizona 


hedgehog  


2008 Falk Draft underway Draft to RO by 


September 2009 


Kearney blue 


star 


2008 Crawford/Falk Draft to RO 


September 2009 


 


Sonoran 


pronghorn 


2008 Fernandez Provide assistance 


to Refuge staff 


Draft will not be 


completed in FY 2009 
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(CBNWR 


lead) 


Sonora chub 2008 Douglas Draft to RO 


September 2009 


 


Southwestern 


willow 


flycatcher 


2008 Beatty Draft to RO 


September 2010 


 


Yaqui fishes 


(4) SBNWR 


lead 


2008 Duncan/Fitzpatrick No defined work 


task for AESO 


Review of 2
nd


 completed 


in 2009 and returned to 


SBNWR.  


Canelo Hills 


ladies‘ tresses 


2009 Falk Initiated 2009  


Huachuca 


water umbel 


2009 Falk Initiated 2009  


Navajo sedge 2009 Nystedt/Falk Initiated 2009  


Masked 


bobwhite 


(BANWR 


lead) 


2009 Richardson, S Initiated 2009 Draft in review in 


Tucson office (Feb. 


2010) 


Gila chub 2009 Knowles Initiated 2009  


Mexican 


spotted owl 


NA Hedwall Waiting for 


decision on RP.  


 


 


For FY 2009, our targets were the completion of five-year reviews for the following species: 


Sentry milkvetch, Nichol‘s turks head cactus, Little Colorado spinedace, and Siler pincushion 


cactus (bolded in these tables). Completed five-year reviews: 


Species Year 


initiated 


Date 


completed 


Staff Year for new five-


year review 


Pima pineapple 


cactus 


2005 2-08-2007 Falk FY 2012 


Lesser long nosed 


bat 


2005 8-30-2007 Richardson, S FY 2012 


Yuma clapper rail 2005 5-30-2007 Fitzpatrick FY 2012 


Cochise pincushion 2006 4-06-2007 Falk/Richardson, 


S 


FY 2012 


Peebles Navajo 


cactus 


2006 8-28-2008 Servoss/Falk FY 2013 


Siler pincushion 2006 10-29-2008 Falk FY 2014 


Mt. Graham red 


squirrel 


2006 1-15-2008 Alanen FY 2013 


Sonora tiger 


salamander 


2006 10-04-2007 Rorabaugh FY 2013 


Little Colorado 


spinedace 


2006 10-06-2008 Hedwall FY 2014 
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Sentry milkvetch 2007 4-22-2009 Falk FY 2014 


Nichol‘s turks head 


cactus 


2007 7-27-2009 Robertson/Falk FY 2014 


 

























2010 DIRECTOR’S GOALS & OBJECTIVES 
APPROVED:  16 APRIL 2010  


Updated:  30 April 2010 
 


DIRECTOR’S VISION: 
o The Department’s Center of Gravity . . . the source of it’s power and authority . . . is its 


Credibility 
o The four pillars of our Credibility are: 


 The quality of our workforce. 


 The quality of our knowledge and the competency of our processes 


 The public’s passion for wildlife 


 The Commission system 
 


GOALS: 
 


PREFACE NOTES:   
 Legislative decisions on Department funding for FYs 2011, 2012 and 2013, the impending voters’ 


decision on the state sales tax initiative, and the ongoing evolution of Arizona’s economy may 


significantly affect the implementation of the 2010 Director’s Goals & Objectives.  The outcomes 


may require that staff energy be focused on adjusting operations and/or Department structure in 


order to deal with additional budget cuts/ shortfalls. 


 The resource implications/costs (in dollars and staff hours) of some Goals may not be fully apparent 


until well into their analysis and/or planning phases.  Gantt charting through analysis/planning and 


into implementation will, in most cases, require “decision points” to be established to discuss with 


the Commission the reprogramming or re-prioritization of an existing budget(s) to make funding 


room for a Goal’s immediate execution, the aligning of Goal implementation with a future budget(s), 


or both. Again, the still unpredictable state of Arizona’s future economy and its effects on actual and 


projected Department revenues, will likely affect the implementation of these Goals.  


 


PROCESS OWNERS 


Goal # Goal Title Process Owner 


1 Department planning process Rick Miller 


2 Wildlife-related recreation lands access Mark Weise 


3 GIS Capability Josh Avey 


4 Shooting sports line of business Jay Cook 


5 Wildlife Recreation Branch Craig McMullen 


6 Department staff development Diana Shaffer 


7 Increased Income Tax check-off revenue Craig McMullen 


8 Lead & wildlife mortality Mike Senn 


9 Mountain lion management Brian Wakeling 


10 Department Enterprise Architecture John Bullington 


11 Department land & properties management Mike Senn 


12 Department Budget & Financial management Bob Broscheid 


13 On-line hunt draw John Bullington 


14 Law Enforcement Capability Leonard Ordway 







 
GOAL #1 Continue Department planning process redesign started in 2009.  To be fully 
executable by the end of calendar year 2012.  Integrate planning processes to incorporate the 
present wildlife action plan, strategic plans, operational plans and implementation plans in a 
coherent system integrally linked to budget and priorities.  


 Process Owner:  Rick Miller 


 Link to Vision:  Quality of our knowledge processes 


 Source:  A continuation of 2009 Goal #1 


 Progress Reporting:  Agenda’d presentation to Commission in December 2010.  Discuss 
Goal progress with Commission at August 2010 Commission workshop and provide the 
Director close-out information for the end-of-year report to the Commission at the 
December 2010 Commission meeting. 


 


GOAL #2  By 2011, complete the analysis necessary for defining a framework for a 
statewide wildlife-related-recreation land access plan focused on those areas most vulnerable 
to access denial/restrictions due to the “walling off” effect created by continuous/nearly 
continuous bands of private/commercial development along highways and/or surrounding 
public lands. The analysis will include identification of the resourcing (monetary, staff hours, 
law enforcement, etc.) necessary to fully implement the plan; inventorying critical access 
points; assessment of what is needed to fully integrate with Department GIS planning tools; 
description of the training and education needed to develop a cadre of staff able to effectively 
leverage city, county, and state planning and zoning processes; and identification of the 
current and required future state of recreation access partnerships with landowners, and city, 
county, state and federal land managers.  Match implementation with resourcing and address 
shortfalls through the Department budget process. 


 Process Owner:  Mark Weise 


 Link to Vision:  Public Passion 


 Source:  Continuation of 2009 Goal #2 


 Progress Reporting: Commission memo reports to Commission in August 2010 and 
January 2011.  Discuss Goal progress with Commission at November 2010 Commission 
workshop and provide the Director close-out information for the end-of-year report to the 
Commission at the December 2010 Commission meeting. 
 
GOAL #3 Develop a Geospatial Information System (GIS) capability that will enable the 
Department to effectively, appropriately and methodically inform and influence the impact of 
Arizona’s development on wildlife and wildlife habitat.  By 2011, develop a detailed GIS 
framework plan that, as resourced, guides development of the Department’s organization, 
structure, data bases, research process, and associated systems to enable the routine use of 
geospatial information in land use/land development decisions, program management, 
planning, and coordination with city, county, state and federal governments and agencies. The 
framework plan will include an analysis of resource requirements to implement it, match 
implementation with resourcing, and address shortfalls through the Department budget 
process. The process of implementing and sustaining this system must anticipate 
new/emerging GIS technologies and capabilities and be able to inform the development of 
other Department systems/processes (e.g., survey data, research processes) so that they feed 
directly into the system as seamlessly as possible. The GIS system will be fully integrated into 
the Department’s Enterprise Architecture design process. 


 Process Owner:  Josh Avey 







 Link to Vision:  Quality of our knowledge processes 


 Source:  Continuation of 2009 Goals #3, #14 and #15 


 Progress Reporting: Updates in April, August and December 2010 Land Update reports to 
the Commission.  Discuss Goal progress with Commission at November 2010 Commission 
workshop and provide the Director close-out information for the end-of-year report to the 
Commission at the December 2010 Commission meeting. 
 
Goal #4 By 2011, Complete the development of the shooting sports line of business plan 
and continue its implementation.  The plan must address the operational implications and 
resource requirements of continued expansion of existing ranges and anticipate and 
acquisition of additional ranges. Match implementation with resourcing and address shortfalls 
through the Department budget process.   


 Process Owner:  Jay Cook 


 Link to Vision:  Public Passion  


 Source:  Continuation of 2009 Goal #4 


 Progress Reporting:  Updates included in monthly Commission Meeting Shooting Sports 
Activities Briefings.  Discuss Goal progress with Commission at November 2010 Commission 
workshop and provide the Director close-out information for the end-of-year report to the 
Commission at the December 2010 Commission meeting. 
 
Goal #5 Continue development of the Wildlife Recreation Recruiting & Retention Branch.  
As resourced, by 2011, implement the Wildlife Recreation Branch Action Plan so as to 
integrate all appropriate Department operations and activities to promote the recruiting and 
retention of hunters, anglers, watchable wildlife enthusiasts and other wildlife-related 
recreationists.  Match implementation with resourcing and address shortfalls through the 
Department budget process. 


 Process Owner:  Craig McMullen 


 Link to Vision:  Public Passion 


 Source:  Continuation of 2009 Goal #5 


 Progress Reporting:  Updates included in monthly Information, Education & Wildlife 
Recreation Activities Commission Briefings.  Discuss Goal progress with Commission at 
November 2010 Commission workshop and provide the Director close-out information for the 
end-of-year report to the Commission at the December 2010 Commission meeting. 
 
Goal #6 By 2011, complete development of an integrated recruitment, retention, and 
training process plan capable of generating a Department staff able to fully execute the 
Department’s mission and the Director’s vision in the 21st Century.  Complete Department 
training needs assessment and development of core competencies as process drivers. 
Prioritize implementing actions and simultaneously execute those actions, as resourced.  
Match implementation to resourcing and address shortfalls through the Department budget 
process. 


 Process Owner:  Diana Shaffer 


 Link to Vision:  Quality workforce, Quality of our knowledge processes 


 Source:  Continuation of 2009 Goal #6 


 Progress Reporting:  Commission memo reports to Commission in June and December 
2010.  Discuss Goal progress with Commission at November 2010 Commission workshop and 
provide the Director close-out information for the end-of-year report to the Commission at the 
December 2010 Commission meeting. 







 
Goal #7 Through the 2012 income tax season, increase Arizona Income Tax Wildlife 
Check-off revenue.  This includes development of annual marketing plans to increase annual 
revenues through a combination of increasing the number of donators and/or increasing the 
average donation.  To the extent it becomes possible to determine the logical revenue limits of 
this approach, seek to sustain revenue increases at those limits.  Simultaneously, by 2011 
complete a vision statement for the use of these funds that enables us to establish useful 
program expectations and fundraising targets to support them. Match implementation to 
resourcing and address shortfalls through the Department budget process. 


 Process Owner:  Craig McMullen (Transitioned from Eric Gardner in December 2009) 


 Link to Vision:  Public Passion 


 Source:  Continuation of 2009 Goal #7 


 Progress Reporting:  Provide Commission Memo report on 2009 income tax season 
revenue in May 2010 (or as soon as accurate tax stats are available) Provide updates in 
monthly Information, Education & Wildlife Recreation briefings to the Commission.  Discuss 
Goal progress with Commission at November 2010 Commission workshop and provide the 
Director close-out information for the end-of-year report to the Commission at the December 
2010 Commission meeting. 
 
Goal #8 The Department will continue and expand its dialogue with the public regarding 
wildlife mortality due to ingested lead and possible voluntary strategies to minimize that 
mortality over the next 10-15 years.  In 2010, the Department will conduct focus groups, 
assess the input from this effort, develop an outreach plan (to include resourcing analysis), 
and, as resourced, begin its implementation. The Commission understands that any 
meaningful progress on this issue will occur only with full public participation and cooperation, 
and successful voluntary or incentive-based programs developed in cooperation the 
conservation community, the sporting goods industry and state wildlife agencies. Match 
implementation to resourcing and address shortfalls through the Department budget process. 


 Process Owner:  Mike Senn 


 Link to Vision: Public Passion 


 Source:  Continuation of 2009 Goal #8 


 Progress Reporting:  Updates to Commission during semi-annual Hunting Issues reports in 
August 2010 and January 2011.  Discuss Goal progress with Commission at November 2010 
Commission workshop and provide the Director close-out information for the end-of-year report 
to the Commission at the December 2010 Commission meeting. 
 
Goal #9 By 2012, develop a mountain lion management plan. Includes design of a 
framework for a Comprehensive Game Management Plan (of which the mountain lion plan will 
be a chapter), meetings with stakeholders to identify management and research needs for 
mountain lions, and continual evaluation of new/emerging mountain lion research.  Match 
implementation to resourcing and address shortfalls through the Department budget process.  


 Process Owner:  Brian Wakeling 


 Link to Vision:  Quality of our knowledge processes, Public Passion 


 Source:  New Goal for 2010.  2009 Goal #9 was completed. 


 Progress Reporting:  Updates to Commission during semi-annual Hunting Issues reports in 
August 2010 and January 2011.  Discuss Goal progress with Commission at November 2010 
Commission workshop and provide the Director close-out information for the end-of-year report 
to the Commission at the December 2010 Commission meeting. 







 
Goal #10  By 2012, complete the design of a Department Enterprise Architecture (EA) 
integrating all Department information, communication, computer/automation, web-based, 
database management, & GIS systems capable of supporting the Department  into at least 
2028.  Simultaneously, as resourced, seek to aggressively implement appropriate elements of 
the EA.  Throughout, employ a customer relationship management (CRM) approach.  Must 
include a thorough customer demographic analysis and be integrated with Department 
planning and budget processes and be agile enough to anticipate and embrace emerging 
technologies/technology solutions across the entire Department operational environment 
(Department HQ, Region HQs, and field operations). Match implementation to resourcing and 
address shortfalls through the Department budget process. [COMMISSION ACTION ITEM:  
DEVELOP SUPPORTING ACTION PLAN] 


 Process Owner:  John Bullington 


 Link to Vision:  Quality of our knowledge processes; Public passion for wildlife. 


 Source:  New for 2010 


 Progress Reporting:  Update to Commission during quarterly E-Commerce reports in June, 
September, & December 2010.  Discuss Goal progress with Commission at August 2010 
Commission workshop and provide the Director close-out information for the end-of-year report 
to the Commission at the December 2010 Commission meeting. 
 
Goal #11 By the end of CY 2011, the Department will establish the processes necessary to 
effectively manage the Department’s lands and properties to include:  development of a fully 
functional Department Lands Council, identification of the true cost to resource and operate the 
current inventory of Department-owned properties/conservation easements, procedures for 
acquisition of new ones, and proposals for possible divestment of selected ones.   Ultimately, 
the program must be integrated with budget and planning processes to ensure Department 
lands/properties are identified, acquired, sustained/maintained, developed/expanded and, as 
appropriate, disposed of, in accordance with a statewide land management strategy.  Match 
implementation to resourcing and address shortfalls through the Department budget process.   


 Process Owner:  Mike Senn 


 Link to Vision:  Quality of our knowledge processes; Commission System 


 Source:  New for 2010 


 Progress Reporting:  Commission memo update to Commission in June and October 2010 
with an agenda’d presentation to the Commission in August 2011.  Discuss Goal progress with 
Commission at November 2010 Commission workshop and provide the Director close-out 
information for the end-of-year report to the Commission at the December 2010 Commission 
meeting. 
 
Goal #12 Continue to effectively manage and protect the existing budget, and seek new 
funding resources as the State economic situation evolves. Be prepared to adjust to deal with 
final outcome of 2011 budget process and any subsequent budget “rebuilds”.  Simultaneously 
continue to assess the Department’s 21st Century financial resource needs, define 
requirements, and develop a strategic approach for garnering the necessary resources. 


 Process Owner:  Bob Broscheid 


 Link to Vision:  All 4 pillars of the vision 


 Source:  Continuation of 2009 Goal #12 


 Progress Reporting: Review 2011 budget with Commission during June 2010 Commission 
meeting.  Present 2012-2013 budget proposal at June and August 2010 Commission 







meetings. Discuss Goal progress with Commission at November 2010 Commission workshop 
and provide the Director close-out information for the end-of-year report to the Commission at 
the December 2010 Commission meeting. 
*NOTE:  The ongoing State & national economic situation have resulted in a condition of 
continuous financial reanalysis and budget restructuring, with four “rebuilds” of the 2009 
budget and a third “rebuild” of the 2010 budget ongoing.  A rebuild of the 2011 budget is not 
unlikely. 
 
Goal #13  By 2012, resurrect Department’s on-line hunt draw application capability lost in 
2005.   


 Process Owner:  John Bullington 


 Link to Vision:  Competency of our processes 


 Source:  New Goal directed by the Commission at the March 2010 Commission meeting. 


 Progress Reporting:  Updates to Commission during quarterly E-Commerce reports in 
June, September, & December 2010.  Discuss Goal progress with Commission at November 
2010 Commission workshop and provide the Director close-out information for the end-of-year 
report to the Commission at the December 2010 Commission meeting. 
 
Goal #14  By the mid-2011, submit for Commission review a plan for growing a full-time 
commissioned staff and reserve officer Law Enforcement Force capable of dealing decisively 
with the full spectrum of wildlife and wildlife-related recreation law enforcement challenges of 
2028.  In a prioritized fashion, as resourced, simultaneously implement elements of the 
evolving plan. Analysis to drive this transition will include comprehensive reviews of statutes, 
policies, resource requirements, processes, training & education, organization & structure, 
equipment & technology, facilities, and personnel/career management – from recruiting to 
retirement.  Develop a monthly report format to report progress and highlight Department’s 
ongoing law enforcement challenges & accomplishments.  Match implementation to resourcing 
and address shortfalls through the Department budget process. 


 Process Owner:  Leonard Ordway 


 Link to Vision:  Quality of our work force 


 Source:  New for 2010 


 Progress Reporting:  Initial monthly report to Commission in May 2010 and monthly 
thereafter.  Discuss Goal progress with Commission at November 2010 Commission workshop 
and provide the Director close-out information for the end-of-year report to the Commission at 
the December 2010 Commission meeting. 
 



















































































 


 


MEMO                                                                                                                                     S - 1 


 
 
TO:   Larry D. Voyles, Director 
 
 
FROM:  Ty Gray, Assistant Director 
   Information and Education Division 
 
 
PRESENTER: Jay Cook, Shooting Range Branch Chief  
   Information and Education Division 
 
 
TITLE:  Shooting Sports Activities Briefing 
 
 
DESCRIPTION: The Commission will be given an update of Department activities related 


to shooting sports including shooting programs and shooting range 
development statewide and progress on Director’s Goal and Objective #4. 
The update covers activities that have occurred since the October 2010 
Commission meeting. The Commission may vote to take action on, or 
provide the Department direction on, items covered in the update. 


 
 
DATE: November 12, 2010 
 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
The shooting sports activities briefing is in fulfillment of the Department’s commitment to brief 
the Commission on a regular basis regarding shooting sports. The Department’s update will 
present new information, as well as, progress toward continuing issues and efforts related to 
shooting sports programs and shooting ranges statewide and progress on Director’s Goal and 
Objective #4. The update covers activities that have occurred since the October 2010 
Commission meeting. The Commission may vote to take action on, or provide the Department 
direction on, items covered in the update. 
 
:tg 
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Photographs of wildlife habitat damage: 


 
              Unlawful cross-country travel on dirt tank.  Note: loss of vegetation and loss of soil on the dam. 
 


 
 


 


Wildcat roads.  Note: loss of single route and damage to soil stability and loss of vegetation. 
 


 












SPECIAL BIG GAME LICENSE TAG SALE AGREEMENT 
 
In exchange for the opportunity to market and sell each Special Big Game License Tag awarded to our 
501 (c) organization (“Awardee”) by the Arizona Game and Fish Commission pursuant to its authority 
under A.R.S. §17-346 and A.A.C. R12-4-120, we the undersigned agree: 
 


1. To underwrite all promotional and administrative costs to sell and transfer each Special Big Game 
License Tag. 


2. To transfer all proceeds from the sale of each Special Big Game License Tag to the Arizona 
Game and Fish Department within 90 days of the date that we sell or award each Special Big 
Game License Tag. 


3. That the Special Big Game License Tag(s) awarded to our organization will not be issued by the 
Arizona Game and Fish Department until all proceeds are received. 


4. To sell and transfer each Special Big Game License Tag as prescribed in the written proposal 
provided to the Arizona Game and Fish Commission, attached hereto and incorporated herein by 
reference. 


5. To provide the Arizona Game and Fish Department with the name, address, and physical 
description of each individual to whom a Special Big Game License Tag is sold or transferred; 


6. To abide by all provisions of A.R.S. §17-346 and A.A.C. R12-4-120, and comply with the 
method or methods by which tags will be sold as described in the Awardee's letter of application.  
The Awardee shall also comply with the following: 


a. To defer to the Arizona Game and Fish Department any questions about the validity and 
awarding of the Special Big Game License Tags and the Special Big Game License Sale 
Tag Agreement.  The Awardee will respond to all questions about the marketing and sale 
of the Special Big Game License Tags, and the Awardee shall identify the organization it 
represents in responding to such questions and shall not make any statement that the 
Awardee represents or is answering any inquiry on behalf of the Arizona Game and Fish 
Department or Commission.; 


b. To comply with the raffle and auction sales audit as described in the Awardee's letter of 
application and any additional stipulations that the Commission may require as a 
condition to the awarding of any tags.  The Awardee shall submit the report to the 
Arizona Game and Fish Department annually;  


c. To comply with the process described in the Awardee’s letter of application and any 
additional stipulations the Commission may require for the awarding of an auction tag 
when a primary bidder defaults and does not purchase a tag,  


7. To ensure that no discrimination occurs on the basis of race, color, sex, national origin, age, 
disability, or viewpoint in the marketing and sale of each Special Big Game License Tag. 


8. That amendments to this agreement may be made only upon mutual written consent of the 
Awardee and the Arizona Game and Fish Department.  


9. That all books, accounts, reports, files, electronic data, and other records relating to this 
Agreement shall be subject at all reasonable times to inspection and audit by the State of Arizona 
for five (5) years after completion of this Agreement pursuant to A.R.S. § 35-214.  


 
By signing below, I acknowledge that I have the authority to execute this agreement on behalf of the 
organization named below. 
 
Special Big Game License Tag(s) awarded ___________________________________________ 
 
Season dates ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________  


Deleted: to include information referenced in 


Deleted:  about the method or methods by which 
the tags will be sold, specifically:


Deleted: he 


Deleted: will be responsible for responding to 


Deleted: , the Awardee


Deleted: be responsible for responding to


Deleted: &


Deleted: all parties will clearly identify who they 
specifically represent when responding to inquiries


Deleted: ;


Deleted: R


Deleted: will be audited according to the plan 


Deleted: or as amended during discussion with the 
Arizona Game


Deleted:  and Fish Commission (attached) and


Deleted: will be submitted 


Deleted: and¶


Deleted: Auction sales, in the event of the default 
of a 


Deleted: will be handled explicitly as described in 
the Awardee's letter of application or as amended 
during discussion with the Arizona Game and Fish 
Commission (attached).







Signature, printed name, and date 
 
_________________________________ 
Officer Title 
 
_________________________________ 
Organization 
 
Approved by: 
 
_________________________________ Date ___________________________ 
Director, Arizona Game and Fish Department and 
Secretary, Arizona Game and Fish Commission 
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Notes:


Hunt Permit-tag Application Schedule – Winter 2011
Hunt permit-tag applications will be accepted and processed in accordance with R12-4-104 and R12-4-114 and this schedule.


Drawing
ACCEPTANCE DATES1 CORRECTION PERIOD2 DEADLINE DATES3


HUNT Applications accepted 
on or after:


Deadline 5 p.m. (MST) in 
Department offices


Deadline 7 p.m. (MST) in 
Department offices on: 


Hunt permit-tags and refund 
warrants mailed out by:


Antelope (See note 1) Jan. 20, 2011 Feb. 8, 2011 April 22, 2011
Elk (See note 1) Jan. 20 2011 Feb. 8, 2011 April 22, 2011


First Come 4
Applications accepted by mail 
on or after 8:00 a.m. (MST):


Permits available for purchase with a 
completed application at all Department 
offices after 8:00 a.m. (MST)


HUNT ACCEPTANCE DATES ACCEPTANCE DATES
Antelope April 25, 2011 May 2, 2011


Elk April 25, 2011 May 2, 2011


1. The Department will accept Hunt Permit-tag Applications for big 
game listed above as soon as the applicable year hunt information 
is available on the Department’s Web site (www.azgfd.gov), or from 
any Game and Fish Department office or license dealer, unless oth-
erwise noted in the Hunt Permit-tag Application schedule.


2. If a paper Hunt Permit-tag Application that is submitted contains an 
error and is received by Jan. 20, 2011, the Department will make three 
attempts within a 24-hour period to notify the applicant by telephone 
(if a phone number is provided). 


Thank You Hunters and Recreational Shooters
Arizona’s rich outdoor heritage is enjoyed by all — thanks 
to hunters like you, whose purchase of hunting and 
recreational shooting equipment supports wildlife 
management and habitat enhancement in the Grand 
Canyon State. When you purchase a rifle, ammuni-
tion, archery equipment, and other sporting gear, you 
pay a federal excise tax and import duties. 


Since 1937, this money has been collected by the fed-
eral government and redistributed to the states using a  


formula based on hunting license sales and the state’s land 
area. In 2009, that meant over $8.3 million for game man-


agement in Arizona. This money paid for game surveys, 
hunter education classes, wildlife water catchment 
construction, wildlife research and shooting range 
developement and operations, among other projects. 


Hunters like you are part of the largest and most suc-
cessful wildlife conservation programs in the world…


thank you!


3. Department offices at Flagstaff, Kingman, Mesa, Phoenix, Pinetop, 
Tucson and Yuma will close for business at 5:00 p.m. (MST); com-
pleted applications will be accepted at these locations until 7:00 p.m. 
(MST) on deadline days. No applications will be accepted after this 
time regardless of the postmark. Deadline dates may be extended in 
the event of a Department-related system failure. 


4. First come permits are issued if available and will sell very quickly. 
Applicants are advised to check with the Department before submit-
ting an application for leftover permits. A listing of leftover permits 
is available online at www.azgfd.gov or any Department office.
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MEMO:            


 


TO:   Larry D. Voyles, Director 


 


FROM:  Leonard L. Ordway, Assistant Director, Field Operations Division   


 


PRESENTER: Gene F. Elms, Law Enforcement Branch Chief 


 


TITLE:  Hearings on License Revocations for Violations of Game and Fish Codes and 


Civil Assessments for the Illegal Taking and/or Possession of Wildlife; Time 


Certain at 2:00 p.m. 


 


DESCRIPTION: The Commission will consider and take action on the license revocations 


and/or civil assessments for the individuals listed below. 


 


DATE:  November 1, 2010 


 


Summary: 


 


Pursuant to A.R.S. §§17-314, 17-340, and 17-502, the below named persons are subject to 


consideration by the Commission for license revocation and/or civil assessment for unlawful acts 


covered by these sections.  Pursuant to A.R.S. §17-245, the Commission may also require the 


subject(s) to complete a Hunter Education Course.  These subjects have been notified by certified 


mail, or in person, as required in A.R.S. §17-340.E, that the Commission will conduct a hearing at 


the Arizona Game and Fish Department, Main Auditorium, 5000 West Carefree Highway, 


Phoenix, Arizona, on December 3, 2010, time certain at 2:00 p.m. 


   


Name Docket # Count Conviction 


Logan G. Formo 2010-0078 Count A: Possess/Transport Unlawfully Taken W/L (Deer) 


Robert A. Dozier 2010-0068 Count A: Possess Unlawfully Taken W/L (Deer) 


  Count B: Take W/L During Closed Season (Deer) 


Robert A. Dozier 2010-0083 Count A: Possess Unlawfully Taken W/L (Deer) 


George H. Waibel III 2010-0085 Count F: Exceed Bag Limit (Mule Deer) 


  Count H: Unlawful Possession W/L (Mule Deer) 


Paul D. Cox 2010-0086 Count A: Take W/L Closed Season (Sheep) 


  Count B: Possess Unlawfully Taken W/L (Sheep) 


  Count C: Take W/L Without Valid License (Sheep) 


Gilbert N. Watson 2010-0087 Count A: Take W/L Closed Season (Turkey) 


  Count B: Take W/L Unlawful Method (Turkey) 


Wayne R. Duba 2010-0088 Count A: Take W/L W/I ¼ Mile of Residence (Elk) 


    


Wildlife Violator Compact   


James Christensen 2010-0082  Failure to Comply New Mexico Citation 
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Attached for Commission review are the case summaries and other pertinent information relating to 


these cases. 


 


Recommendation: 


The Department recommends THE ABOVE SUBJECTS BE CONSIDERED FOR LICENSE 


REVOCATION, HUNTER EDUCATION REQUIREMENT, AND/OR CIVIL LIABILITY 


ASSESSMENT. 


 


 


LLO:GFE:eb 


 


attachments 





