
LANDOWNER-LESSEE/SPORTSMAN RELATIONS COMMITTEE

Minutes of Regular Meeting
Wednesday, July 16, 2014
Wild Horse Pass Casino and Conference Center - Chandler

Committee Members Present
Jim O’Haco, Livestock Grower
Pat Madden, Arizona Game and Fish Commission
Dan Rodriguez, Livestock Grower
Stephen Williams, Arizona State Land Department
Joe King, Livestock Grower
Sanford Cohen, OHV-Sportsmen Group
John Titre, Tonto National Forest
Chris Mitchell, Sportsmen Group
Larry Audsley, Sportsmen Group

Committee Members Absent
Darcy Ely, Livestock Grower
Steve Carmickle, Sportsmen Group
June Shoemaker, Bureau of Land Management
David Hoyle, Sportsmen Group

Others Present
Steve Smarik, Natural Resource Conservation Service
Ana Kennedy, Arizona Farm Bureau
Christy Davis, Arizona Farm Bureau
Jim and Sue Chilton, Livestock Growers
Al Sue, Sportsman
Therese Hicks, Livestock Grower
Bill Brake, Livestock Grower
Mike Gross, Livestock Grower
Sarah King, Livestock Grower
Walter Meyer, Livestock Growers
John Murphy, Livestock Grower
Joan Murphy, Livestock Grower
John Hudson, Livestock Grower
Jeff Homack, Livestock Growers  
Helen Fraze, Livestock Grower
Mike Macauley, Livestock Grower
Patrick Bray, Arizona Cattle Growers Association
Bas Aja, Arizona Cattle Growers Association
Tom Finley, Kingman Regional Supervisor, AGFD
Mark Weise, Development Branch Chief, AGFD
Stephen Cassady, Landowner Incentive Specialist, AGFD
Dean Pokrajac, Landowner Relations Program, AGFD
Troy Christensen, Landowner Relations Program, AGFD


Meeting Notes
The Landowner-Lessee/Sportsman Relations Committee (Committee) meeting was called to order at 1:04 p.m.

Commissioner’s Comments and Update on Boquillas Ranch
Commissioner Pat Madden told the Committee about the Hunter Angler Heritage Workgroup (HAHWG) meeting which was held the previous weekend.  He said rancher Mike Macauley had been a presenter at that meeting; Mr. Macauley had talked about how sportsmen activities affect ranchers, helping the group understand their impacts from a different perspective.  Commissioner Madden then elaborated about how the Department is increasing the efforts in ethics education; he cited a recent Wildlife Views article written by Al Eiden.  Copies of the magazine, which included the article on the importance of sportsmen to enjoy their sport using ethical behavior, were handed out.  Electronic copies of the article had also been provided to all the HAHWG meeting attendees for them to use when teaching young hunters.

Commissioner Madden, with assistance from Tom Finley, provided an update on last year’s access agreement with the Boquillas Ranch and how it was developing into the Department’s Landowner Compact.    There had been some push back from sportsmen regarding the Boquillas Ranch charging a $60 recreational impact fee, however, the ranch’s value to wildlife is evident.  Wildlife Managers completed an informal survey of users during the 2013 hunting season, and the vast majority said the fee and rules were worth it to maintain hunting access to the ranch.  (For more information on access restrictions on the Boquillas Ranch, including the Ranch Rules, visit www.huntbigboranch.com.)  Mike Macauley said he experienced increased hunter pressure on his ranch, due to the fee being charged on the neighboring Boquillas Ranch.  Mr. Macauley partners with the Department through the Adopt-a-Ranch, Landowner Respect Program, and an access management plan, but the increased pressure still created difficulties.  Commissioner Madden stated that the Department wants to work with the Mr. Macauley, as well as, other ranchers to improve these issues.  There is a signed agreement with the O’Haco Cattle Company as the second pioneer agreement for the Landowner Compact Initiative.  The Department is excited to get a compact in place and is looking forward to expanding the compact in the near future.  The Department was successful in getting some legislation changed that allows landowners, if they choose, to designate the Department to act as an agent on their behalf related to noticing for trespass.  This is a small piece of legislation but will have huge impacts for the Department’s ability to assist in the implementation of Landowner Compact Initiative especially if the landowners want to suggest ranch rules directed at improving ethical recreational use.
Updates from Land Management Agencies
Stephen Williams provided an update from the Arizona State Land Department (ASLD).  He informed the Committee that State Land Commissioner Vanessa Hickman recently took over responsibilities as the chairman for the Natural Resources Review Council (NRRC), which the Governor initiated through executive order.  This council, which includes members from nine state agencies involved in natural resources, has the ability to provide a consistent message that includes input from all state natural resource agencies which should have a broader impact on federal land and resource management plans.  Cross agency coordination will allow sound and timely response to actions on federal lands that will impact state resources and economics.  Additional information is available on the web, visit http://www.azgfd.gov/inside_azgfd/natResRevCouncil.html.    Mr. Williams said during the last election a ballot was passed regarding land exchanges with ASLD to protect Arizona’s military bases; ASLD has hired a manager to handle this, but due to the requirements included in the new law it is not going to be a quick nor easy process.  He also informed the Committee that Steve Rusiecki was promoted to fill the Trespass and Environmental Resource Section; the trespass compliance officer position will be refilled.     

John Titre, Recreation Manager from the Nogales District, provided an update from the U.S. Forest Service (USFS) - the previous agency representative, Tami Emmett, had accepted a position with the U.S. Navy.  Mr. Titre says he is focusing a lot of his efforts on trails, helping the economy by creating jobs, and outreach to youths.  He said the district continues to work on its Travel Management Plan.  Mr. Titre addressed questions from the audience regarding various issues involving the U.S. Border Patrol (USBP) and illegal immigration.  Due to the large turnover in USBP officers, the USFS is working to address issues with USBP through their ranch liaison.  Various ranchers offered suggestions to deal with the serious illegal immigration issue, including horse and foot patrols, and more enforcement along the border itself, and completing the new border fence.   

AGFD, Landowner Relations Program Updates
Filling in for Al Eiden, Steve Cassady informed the Committee about the efforts of the Landowner Relations Program (LRP).  The Commission approved a very generous budget for LRP this upcoming year; there is nearly $1.5 million in funding for projects to put towards the Landowner Compact Initiative and our traditional access programs.  This is a significant bump in funding and LRP wants to thank Department Leadership for recognizing the importance in working with private landowners and ranchers in creating habitat for wildlife, supporting hunting and angling, and working together to form relationships based on trust and mutual respect.  Mr. Cassady thanked our landowner and ranching partners for continuing to work with the Department - each year that passes, we all are getting a better idea of how much we have in common.  He also thanked the AZ Cattle Growers Association and Mr. Patrick Bray specifically for helping the Department seek a grant to obtain more financial resources to help resolve access issues.  The letter of support for the Department’s work in attempting to address access issues will be a tremendous help in securing the grant.  If the grant is awarded, LRP will have another $2 million to put towards our Landowner Compact and other access incentives.  The Department put in 2 grant applications through the Farm Bill’s Regional Conservation Partnership Program totaling over $4 million in funding to work on restoring grassland habitats.  Grassland work was chosen because these projects provide the best combination of habitat improvement for wildlife, range improvement for cattle, and a great opportunity for the Department to work with ranchers on projects that we both feel are beneficial.  At the last LLSRC meeting, LRP heard concerns that the Recreational Access AZ web-tool with the addition of the ‘where to hunt’ link caused some of ranchers to receive more recreational use than in previous years.  To address this, LRP is working with regional staff to modify the information on these pages to provide more recommended areas, multiple ways to get to the areas addressed, and increased emphasis on ethical treatment of the land.


Mike Macauley proposed that LRP approach the conservation districts about holding the lump-sum funds for multi-year agreements with ranchers, in order to reduce loss to taxes.  Mr. Cassady said that Al Eiden would look into the idea.

A discussion ensued regarding the need for increased ethics education and self-policing by sportsmen.  Commissioner Madden assured the group that the Commission and Department recognize this as a priority and will continue efforts in ethics education.  Sanford Cohen offered words of encouragement using the OHV issues around Prescott as an example; he said that it was a slow process but improvements from years of increased OHV ethics education and enforcement are finally becoming noticeable.  Tom Finley said he expects that the Landowner Compact will reduce issues, by revoking violators ability to access all participating ranches.  Dan Bell said ranchers, sportsmen, and agencies alike should increase awareness of problems through Facebook etc. John Titre said Colorado had a good system to assist people reporting OHV violations; he suggested checking the web to see if it could be adapted to address recreational shooting and/or hunting violations.

NRCS/AGFD Partnership, Farm Bill Programs, and Clean Water Act
Steve Smarik described the Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) to the Committee and audience.  He then talked about the partnership between his agency and AZ Game and Fish, which includes 5 interagency staff positions.  The partnership provides cost savings to both agencies and facilitates landscape level projects.  Mr. Smarik spoke about changes in Farm Bill programs and answered questions.  He then provided handouts and explained a draft rule pertaining to the Clean Water Act and how it impacts ranchers and farmers working with NRCS.

Evolving New Technologies Relating to Hunting and Concepts of Fair Chase
Tom Finley, AGFD Kingman Regional Supervisor, talked about a Department committee which is being organized to monitor and evaluate emerging/evolving technologies and practices involving hunting.  The Fair Chase Committee will look at such things as drones, Smart Guns, and real-time trail cameras.  The committee potentially may make recommendations to the Commission to further evaluate certain technologies or practices to determine if there is a need to address them in rule or statute.  Tom Finley said the participation of someone to represent landowners would be welcomed on the committee.

Identification of Current Issues and Possible Solutions
A rancher gave praise to the Habitat Partnership Committee, saying it had been very successful for the ranchers in the Payson area.  Jim Chilton repeated his comments about a border fence being needed stating that human safety and national security are more important than wildlife connectivity.        

Next Meeting
[bookmark: _GoBack]The next meeting will be held in conjunction with the “Meet the AGF Commission Event” on January 17, 2015.  It will be at the Game and Fish Department Headquarters in Phoenix.  Larry Audsley will become the new Committee chairman.

Action Items:

1.	Look into the suggestion of using the conservation districts to hold the lump-sum funds for multi-year agreements with ranchers, in order to reduce loss to taxes. (LRP staff)
2.	Meeting minutes distributed (LRP staff)
3.	Coordinate next meeting and inform Committee (LRP staff)
4.	Committee discussion/vote on new Committee Co-Chair at January meeting
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