in occupled nest boxes, allowmg t:he foster"- :
. parents to. ralse them along with. their own
 young. Ify your group would like to build some
f'._':nestboms you canobtalnaddmonal copiesof © . ..
- this brochure and a reIated brochure on build-: F
 ing kestrel nest boxes from any. Arlzona Game e

and F1sh Departrnent ofﬁce.- e

. Boxes placednear openspaces (parks’ golf"..‘ T
_ courses, Iarge vacant lots and fields) where the .
_  owlscanhunt will be: most successful The box :
*.'should be in place by January in the desert. .
" Place the box at least 20 feet above the ground R :
in'alarge tree or other: structure that pr0v1des e
_' aftemoon shade. North and east s1des of trees g
:and structures. are best, Have the door face i
- away from the aftemoon sur and away. fom
- prevailing w1nd5 1f possﬂ:le. Attach the boxf o | ey

' secutely

.' wlets has left

- NEST BOX PLACEMENT- -—

Ifthe box is ln a tree, tnm any branches in: o}
front of the box to prov1de a clear fhght path- -’ ¥
. (barn-owls have a 44 inch’ wing span). Re-
- ‘mermber to check the chams or cables yearly
-“and adjust them as the tree grows. 1f you don £
©own an exten51on ladder, you can rent one 01‘ i £
~hire a tree trunmlng service to install the box S
p 'and tnm branches as. needed Clean the box'ﬁ_ o
“gnce a year in the fall after the last brood of o
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An owl b1rdhouse7 People usually don £
thmk of providing housmg for such birds, but
- Common Barn-Owls will raise thelr young oo
' properly de51gned nest boxes. This speciesof - -
- owl seems to adapt well to co-existence with -
“humars, often living in barns and abandoned.__' AL

: _'_bulldmgs on farms and in c1t1es. i

. Bam-owls share our space so: unobtru- L
' swely that they are barely noticed. Theyare. -

~ strictly nocturnal, remauungm51de duringthe -

- day, They are also relatively quiet, Instead of -

. the well-known, owl “hoot”, they haveasoft, .

o ascendmg, wheezy cry At the nest they gwe_;_.f e

' 'a toneless hisg.e

- Theselarge owls are attractwe blrds. The S
heart—shaped white face, outhned bya dark_'
- brown ring, and the black eyes'are d15t1nct1ve.-"'_._ e

“The upper surface of the body, wings and tail
“is a pale rusty orange or golden color.- Lower &
: --_'surfaces are whitish. The light color is espe- -~ .
) _c1a11y stnkmg as they ghde through the mght_-_-. S

‘on silent wings. "

" Barn-owls are cawty or hole nesters and ay
'-'are quite’ adaptable in their choice of nest
-~ sites, In wild places, they nest in tree cavities

- and crevices in rocks, mine shafts and cliffs, In -

_ "cmes, towns and agncultural areas,’ they also:. G
*nest in abandoned buildings, barns and hay = ©
; sheds placmg theirnests among the haybales._ L
Inthe: warmer parts of Arizona, they often . -
- build nests ‘among the hangmg dead fronds-

: _:'(sku'ts) of palm trees..

“The last two Iocatlons can lead to prob- o

lems for the nesting owls, When hay balesare |-

' moved or palm skirts are tnmmed or damaged' L

by astorm, the nest maybe destroyed Ifanest -

~ boxisplaced inanappropriate locationnearby
. and the nesthngs are placed 1n51de, he parents' -

. f."-'-'.:'can contmue to Taise them. Th15 allows the._.

e nesthngs to grow into normal adults rather than .

- risking behavioral damage from captive rearing,

- (Note: Only licensed wﬂdhfe rehab1htator5 can.
' llegally rear owls in captivity. ) ¥ s

- Barn-owls prov1de eff1c1ent ‘natural ro-

o dent control in cities as well as in agncultural 3

~ areas. Barn-owls hunt rodaots:io open areas
- such as parks and fields, with rats, mice and .
* . gophers formmg a hlgh percentage of their -

diet, If necessary, they can locate their prey_? =

- entirely by hearing when it is too dark to see. -
 Ifyoulive near an open space, you can encour--

age barn-owls to live in your neighborhood by: -
building a ‘barn-owl nest box and placing it in -

. a talI tree or other high; shaded location.

Ifa pair of bam—owls selects your nesthox,

" you may notice anaccumulation offoodaround
" the nest site before they actually start to nest,
. These items are offerinigs from the male to the |

female. The male continues to feed the female -

while she incubates the eggs, whwh takes - -

- abotit a month, Normally four to seven eggs
- arelaid, although as many &s eleven are occa- -
' 's1onally prodiced. Both parents brmg foodto "
the nestlings. The young leave the nest about: -
- 55 to 60 days after hatchmg but remain with -
_the1r parents for' a few more. weeks. During . -
" -good years when plenty of prey is available,
. barn-owlsmayraise two broods of owlets. You:
" can find more informatior about barn-owls in -
- bird guides or other bu’d books in the hbrary or' -

aboolcstore. Sk i
-~ Building nest boxes can be a good conser- -

o _vation project for scout groups, schools and-
" " other commumty groups. Buiilding boxes and
. monitoring owl use of nest boxes provides
. “opportunities for youth to learn about and’

' become interested in wildlife. Puttingupnest -
' boxesin appropriate places canincrease barn- < -

owl populanons in cities, towns and farmmg' o

‘areas. Havmg nest boxas available makes it

‘easier to quickly provide new homes for barn-
 owls whose nests have been damaged. Wild-.

life rehabilitators can place “orphaned” owlets -
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*"_‘..-:.‘_'_MATERIALS

w14t dry wall screws
R Wood glue
~'m Wood preservat:ve .
- m Small hinges and latch
~'{if hinged door is used 5
'“'*- Eye bolts and chain or cable, or 2x
!umber and 8” Iag bolts :

= '-.1'5. 1 standard sheet of 3/4" p|yW0Dd

: 1. Cut a standard plece of 3/ th.ick.' phrwood

.~ into preces as shown (Flgure 1). The baffleis

_ optionalin | hot climates. Ifyou use 1/2 or 5/

8" plywood, decrease the height (shorter
" dimenision) of the front and back pieces to

' '_._"‘the bottom prece. :

1.2 Cut air vents in top edge of srde preces ag’
- shown (Figure 2). In hot climates, four ot five |

-~ additional 1/2 inch vennlation holes in each'"

L -_:s1de are recommended RN

| '_3 If you are usrng an rnsrde bafﬂe,.cut alx 10"'

e ‘hatch door opening in one side piece (Flgures

‘2and3). Thisside piece wrllbecome an outerf_ i

s ": wall of the rnner chamber. F

"--'can use thrs p1ece for the srde door. )

.Cut the front door opemng m fron : kpanel
‘.4_: (F1gure 5)

:{5 -

4 TR

— INSTRUCTIONS

" ‘compensate for tbe change in thtckness of e LR e
S : e _B_L Apply wood preservatrve and let rt dry. _

| 6 DnH four 1/2" drarnage holes mbottom
: 8 (thure 6)

7 Drrll screw boles 1n bottom, front and back_- D

preces._' PRI

9 Use wood glue and screws to attach srdes_' S Y
andbafﬂe (ifany) to upper surface of hattom’
 plece, and front'and back panels to bottom_,‘ SRR

: 3.' and srdes (see Flgures 3 5 and 7)
10 Drdl screw holes 1n top and use glue and .

| - and back

S - - 11. Install srde door on srde panel 1f apphcable L
Ay Ifyou are using abafﬂe, cut a9 x 11" prece out' s R S

Ce ofu upper rear cormer of baffle (F1gure 4) You- 1 : : - . |
: 12 Use eye bolts in corners of back and sturdy.‘-_:-:' ¥

(Frgure 2)

- chain orcable to attach box to. tree. Alter- o
: nanvely, the box may be bolted to a piece of -

- 2x4inch lumber which i is then bolted to the 0 -

o tree or other surface. s

" SCTews to attach top to srdes, bafﬂe, front o 2






