N 0”’v ~Ornate Box Turtle Watch
sl Citizen Scientist Project

Arlzona Game and Fish Department
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North American Box Turtles

e Genus Terrapene

e 4 species In
N. America

e Domed shell

e Terrestrial

e Hinged plastron
— Close shell completely (‘box’)
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North American Box Turtles

e OMmnivorous

—Young tend to eat
more animal matter

— Keen vision and
sense of smell




North AmencanBox Turtles

* Endearing
o Often kept as

Don't take him home

-F e Wild collection may
have detrimental
effects on populations




Ornate Box
Turtle
Terrapene

Desert box turtle, T.o.luteola
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Range Map from Davidson
College Herpetology




Eastern Box
Turtle

e ; 5 Terrapene
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Richard Becker

e Forests, meadows

Range Map from Davidson
College Herpetology




Coahuilan
Box Turtle

Terrapene
coahuila

e Aguatic
e Wetlands around
Quatro Cienegas




Spotted Box
Turtle

Terrapene
nelsonl

e Tropical
deciduous forest




Ornate Box Turtle
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George A.ndrejko




Ornate Box Turtle
LR

e Brown with
yellow radiating
lines

e Orange or
yellow on fore
legs

e Up to 67
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yellow radiating
lines

e Orange or
yellow on fore
legs

Dawn Wilson

e Up to 67







Ornate Box Turtle




Ornate Box Turtle
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Ornate Box Turtle

e Grasslands, desertscrub,woodlands




Ornate Box Turtle

e Grasslands, desertscrub,woodlands




Ornate Box Turtle

e Grasslands, desertscrub,woodlands

Brannan




Ornate Box Turtle

e Enter water to soak

Richard Fray




Ornate Box Turtle

e | Ive In burrows

Valerie Boyarski




Ornate Box Turtle

e Peak of activity Is
during monsoon
(Jul — Sept)

— Early morning/late
evening

-<80°F
- >50% humidity

— After rain




Ornate Box Turtle

e Hibernate Oct-Feb

e Aestivate before
monsoon




Ornate Box Turtle

e Opportunistic
breeder

e Aestivate before
monsoon




Ornate Box Turtle

e Hibernate Oct-Feb

Dawn Wilson

e Aestivate before
monsoon




Ornate Box Turtle

e Thought to be In
decline

e Causes uncertain

— Habitat loss,
degradation, &
fragmentation

— Road mortality

— Collection




Ornate Box Turtle

e Closed season species
— llegal to handle, relocate, collect

Randy abb
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Watch Project

e Citizen science

— Report
encounters with
Sp. of concern

— Minimal data
requested




Watch Project

e Christmas Bird Count

e North American
Amphibian
Monitoring Project

e Monarch Larva
Monitoring Project

e Texas Horned Lizard
Watch




Watch Project

e Helps agency gather
valuable data

e Engages public In
conservation

Private landowners,
nikers, recreationalists,
pirders




Watch Project

e Ornate box turtles are secretive
e Box turtle surveys are inefficient!

e You will be our eyes “on the ground”




Watch Project

Richard Fray

e Started summer
2009

e Long-term project

Trend data

Health & status of

population

e Create & implement management plan




Watch Project

e Data will answer questions:
— Habitat preferences?

— Factors in landscape
causing decline?

— Activity periods?

— Range-wide distribution
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How to Participate

-

= «Fill out observation form

— Basic Iinfo

— Does not allow handling of
box turtles

— Keep forms in your car!




How to Participate
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How to Participate

Audubon Research Ranch

San Pedro Riparian Nat’|
Cons. Area

Whitewater Draw Wildlife
Area

Coronado Nat’l Forest

Leslie Canyon National
Wildlife Refuge

Fort Huachuca




How to Participate
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How to Participate

Ornate Box Turtle Watch Observation Form
Please fill out one form for each observation

The omate box turtle is a land turtle native to southeastern Arizona's desert grasslands. It can be
distinguished from the desert tortoise, which also has a domed shell, by the yellow radiating lines it has
on its carapace (top part of shell), and the hinged plastron (underside of shell) which allows it to close its
shell completely.

Observer ate Time )

/

Street address City Zip

County E-mail address




How to Participate

Status_Dead DAlive  GPS  (Eastingilutitude _(Circle one) patum (NAD 83/27)
(dead orrroad) location: Norhingztongitude
Location (i.e., specific nature preserve, highway and mile marker, etc.)
Ow Saw Pedro Riparian Nat’Conservation Area by Hereford entrance, on hiking
trail, 100m from gate

Hereforol RA.

Temperature °F 7 °C Sky: Mo or few clouds/Mostly cloudy/Raining  Rain in the previous 24

hrs? ¥ /' N
Sex:* M/ F / unknown
S S “Male box turtles have red eyes and a long tail; females
Activity:  Inopen / hiding _ e y _ g fall, femares
have brownish yellow eyes and a short tail. Determining

Behavior: walking / not moving / eating |sex does not allow you to handle the turtle .

Photos taken? ¥ [ N




How to Participate

Habitat where turtle was found (circle one):
paved road native grassland desert scrub other (descrnbe)
unpaved road disturbed grassland  agricultural land

Land use in surrounding area (circle one):
agriculturaliranching residential recreational area

nature park/preserve not in use other (describe)
Notes House Ls within 1 wiile of SPRNCA

Due fo perceived population declines, the ornate box turtle is a protected species in Arizona, meaning
that it i1s illegal to collect, handle, or relocate the species. Farticipating in the Ornate Box Turtle
Watch does not allow you to handle box turtles. A box turile found crossing the road may be moved
across the road and placed in the same direction it was facing.

By participating in the Omate Box Turtle Watch, you will be directly helping the Anzona Game and Fish
Department to determine the current distnbution of box turtles which will guide our conservation efforts.
For more information on box fturtles and Anzona's other turtle species, please wvisit
www.azgfd.goviturtle. Thank you for your participation.




How to Participate

Return form and photos to:




Observations
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e Observations needed In periphery

locations:

— Western: Patagonia, Tumacocotri Mtns.,
Buenos Aires NWR

— Northern: Dudleyville, Safford
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Resources

e Visit the Ornate Box Turtle Watch website

Become a citizen

— Download and print more observation — scientist___
forms B

— Distribution map

Click here to find
out about the
Ornate Box Turtle
Watch




Resources

Visit the Turtles Project website:

e Info on Arizona’s native & nonnative turtles
e How you can help turtle conservation in AZ
e Captive desert tortoise adoption & care




Resources

ORNATE BoX TURTLE WATCH
CITIZEN SCIENTIST PROJECT

Report box turtle observations to
the Arizona Game and Fish

Department

For forms or more information, visit
www.azgfd.goviboxturtlewatch

For questions, contact the Arizona Game and Fish

Department Turtles Project at {623) 236-7504

Ornate BoXx Turtles in Arizona

The ornate box turtle is protected in Arizona, meaning that & is
ftegal to coflect, handle, or relocate the species, because of a
perceived decline. The Ornate Box Turtle Watch will not require
you to handle ornate box turtles; however, a box turtle found
crossing the road may be moved across the road, placed in the
same direction it was facing.

Males: . @ Females:

-red eyes B, -brownish-

-long tail N yellow eyes
- -short tail




Resources

Interested In helping
turtle conservation in

Arizona?

Donate to the
Sponsor-A-Turtle Program
Provide funding for purchasing

mud turtle traps, GPS gear, radio
telemetry tags and receivers

The Arizona Game and Fish Department
TURTLES PROJECT




Sponsor-A-Turtle Sponsorship Levels

$25 Painted turtle
$50 Mud turtle
$100 Box turtle
$200 Desert tortoise

All levels receive Turtles Project sponsor Kit: sponsorship
certificate and turtle photo

$100 + annual Turtles Project newsletter

$200 + detailed account of a specific tortoise in the
department’s desert tortoise radio-telemetry project
that year




Resources

Audrey Owens




