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November 16, 2012

Mr. Tony Davis
Arizona Daily Star

4850 South Park Avenue
Tucson, Arizona 85714

Re: Public Records Request - Jaguar Location Information
Dear Mr. Davis:

Pursuant to your Public Records Request of October 24, 2012, and as clarified through email and
phone conversations, please find the information you requested from the Arizona Game and Fish
Department (Department) regarding the most recent jaguar sighting on September 17, 2012
located at http://www.azgfd.pov/iw_c/es/jaguar_management.shtml. These include, “emails and
other forms of printed and electronic correspondence, memos, reports, what have you, et al,
about that photo and any information you got from the hunter, about the jaguar location. This
request includes correspondence, emails and the like both between two or more Game and Fish
officials, and between department officiuls and other parties, be they government officials or
private parties including individuals and/or businesses.”

Additionally you requested of the Department: “If you redact any information from these records
or any specific records, please let me know what is being redacted and under what exemption or
court cases make your agency and the state believe that the redaction(s) is or are legally
Justified” Other than standard redactions (such as non-governmental email addresses. and
personal phone numbers), the Department has redacted the following information: 1) the
reporting party’s identity, 2) any and all text referring to the specific location where the animal
was sighted, and 3) all of the uncropped photos and all maps depicting the specific location of
the sighting.

Thus, we will not fulfill your request pertaining to the immediate release of: “a copy of the
uncropped picture of the spotted cat tail shot that sparked the discussions and eventual
conclusions of a couple weeks ago over the jaguar v. ocelot question. I understand the picture
was cropped. | believe that the uncropped picture should be public under the public records
act.” Due to the pending release of more specific location information pertaining to the sighting
of this jaguar from another agency over which we have no control, a significant feature depicted
in the uncropped photograph will enable a more precise location of the sighting. As you are
already aware from previous requests, the Department may refuse inspection of species locality
information if release of the information will have a harmful affect on the species. We call your
attention to A.R.S. § 17-252, which states:
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A.R.S. § 17-252. Geospatial data and geographic information system services; wildlife species

location information: disclosure or inspection; definitions

A. Geospatial data that the department receives, maintains, shares or stores is not subject to
disclosure or inspection under title 39, chapter 1, article 2 if the department provides
geospatial data to the public through geographic information system services.

B. Wildlife species location information is not subject to disclosure or inspection under title 39,
chapter 1, article 2 for wildlife species location information on private property or when the
department determines that disclosure or inspection of the information may cause harm to
any wildlife species.

C. For the purposes of this section, "geospatial data” and "geographic information system" have

the same meaning as prescribed in section 37-171.
{Source: hitp:.fwww.azleg. gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/1 7/00252 htm& Title=17& DocType=ARS)

The Department believes the release of the uncropped photo, and thus the exact location of the
sighting, would cause harm under A.R.S. § 17-252 (B), and may lead to “take” under the
Endangered Species Act (ESA). Under the ESA of 1973, "take" means "to harass, harm, pursue,
hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture, or collect, or to attempt to engage in any such conduct."
The ESA definition does not require that an animal be killed nor does it require that a person
know, or have reason to know, that their conduct will "take" a listed endangered or threatened
species of wildlife. As such, and in concern for the animal’s well being, we will not release the
uncropped photograph at this time.

If you have any questions or require further assistance, please contact the Arizona Game and
Fish Deartmen at 602-942-3000.

Deputy Director



Letter to Mr. Davis

Re: Public Records Request — PRR Jaguar Location Information
November 16, 2012

3

bee: Bob Broscheid, Deputy Director
Jim Odenkirk, Assistant Attorney General
Linda Pollock, Assistant Attorney General
Larry Riley, Assistant Director, Wildlife Management
Jim Paxon, Information Chief
Jamey Driscoll, Acting Nongame Chief
Jennifer Stewart, Rules and Risk Manager
Annie Gregory, Rules and Risk
Celeste Cook. Rules and Risk



James Driscoll

From: .
Sent: , weptember 28, 2012 8:23 PM

To: Brad Fulk; Aaron Miller; Robert Fink; Raul Vega; Tim Snow
Subject: Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns
Attachments: SUNPO163.JPG; SUNP0271.JPG; SUNP0O043.JPG; SUNP0200.JPG; SUNP0201.MPG;

SUNPQO091.JPG

See below and attachments

Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

Here are multiple pictures from a personal trail camera I had out during the August bear season. The possible jaguar is
in one of the night pictures, on the far right. There is not a lot to see, but it has obvious rosettes and looks very large.
The only other possibility is that it could be an ocelot, but I think its way to large to be one.



Tim Snow

From: Aaron Miller

Sent: Saturday, September 29, 2012 6:09 AM

To: wBrad Fulk; Robert Fink; Raul Vega; Tim Snow
Subject: - Fossiole Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

Fd have to agree with-hat it locks like & jaguar 1o me. It seems like Ocelot tails look a littie more barred while this
picture shows clear rosettes and iooks like other pictures of Jaguars I've seen. Also the height from the bottom of the
back leg up the tail seems larger than it would for an Ocelot.

Aaron Miller

Wildlife Manager

Arizona Game and Fish Department
555 W. Greasewood Road

Tucson, AZ 85745

(520) 591-5960

Click here to buy your hunting or fishing license online
Click here to enrollin the online Introductory Hunter Safety Class
Click here to enroll in the online Boat Arizona, Boater Safety Class

Sign aprror a2 0V ahios L

LIPS, QUUCATIGTY i re O, 100 G

Sent: Friday, September 28, 2012 8:23 PM

To: Brad Fulk; Aaron Miller; Robert Fink; Raul Vega; Tim Snow
Subject: Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

Tl ey e ad imformation on wildiite issues and evenls, outdoor
= onttpdiwww, azgfd govieservices/subscribe.shim)

See below and attachments

guar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

Here are multiple pictures from a personal trail camera I had out during the August bear season. The possible jaguar is
in one of the night pictures, on the far right. There is not a lot to see, but it has obvious rosettes and looks very
large. The only other possibility is that it could be an ocelot, but I think its way to large to be one.



Tim Snhow

S —
From: Brad Fulk
Sent: Saturday, Septemb 2 6:52 AM
To: Aaron Miller; obert Fink; Raul Vega; Tim Snow
Subject: Re: Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns
| agree

From: Aaron Miller

Sent: tember 29, 2012 06:08 AM

To:ﬁrad Fulk; Robert Fink; Raul Vega; Tim Snow

SubJett, RE: le Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

¥d have to agree wit_hal_ it looks like a Jaguar to me. It seems like Ocelot tails look a little more barred while this
picture shows clear rosettes and looks like other pictures of Jaguars 've seen. Also the height from the bottom of the
back leg up the tail seems larger than it would for an Geelot.

Aaron Miller

Wildlife Manager

Arizona Game and Fish Department
555 W. Greasewcod Road

Tucson, AZ 85745

{520) 591-5960

Click here to buy your hunting or fishing license online
Click here to enroll in the online Introductory Hunter Safety Class
Click here to enroll in the online Boat Arizona, Boater Safety Class

Plarses aovl rome o e o1 ws ! Suormation on witdlife issues and events, outdoor
cpoiehivngs anaanore, By fwww.azald govieservices/subscribe. shiml

Sign up for AY G
tips, educ o proganig,

From
Sent: Friday, r 28,2012 8:23 PM

To: Brad Fulk; Aarcon Miller; Robert Fink; Raul Vega; Tim Snow
Subject: Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

See below and attachments

Jeguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

Here are multiple pictures from a personal trail camera I had out during the August bear season. The possible jaguar is
in one of the night pictures, on the far right. There is not a lot to see, but it has obvious rosettes and looks very
large. The only other possibility is that it could be an ocelot, but I think its way to large to be one.



Eric Gardner

From: Tim Snoww
Sent: Saturday, September 29, 133 AM

To: Eric Gardner
Subiject: Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns
Attachments: SUNPO0163.JPG; SUNPO271.JPG; SUNPQQ43.JPG: SUNP0200.JPG; SUNP0O201.JPG:

SUNPO091.JPG

Eric — Here are some trail camera photos from the Santa Rita Mtns . Although not

the whole animal, one is definitely a jaguar. The date stamp on the photo is correct.

- Tim

From: Mark Frieberg

Seni; S r 29, 2012 8:06 AM
To:
Su s W, & Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

I wasn't sure who else to send it tc cause, has Eric Gardner resigried? And, do | need to [ out 5 iaposy sighting report
form for this?

From:
Sent: Friday, r 28, 2012 08:23 PM

To: Brad Fulk; Aarcn Miller; Robert Fink; Raul Vega; Tim Snow
Subject: Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

See below and altachments

Su . guar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

Here are multiple pictures from a personal trail camera | had out during the August bear season. The possible
jaguar is in one of the night pictures, on the far right. There is not a lot to see, but it has obvious rosettes and
looks very large. The only other possibility is that it could be an ocelot, but | think its way to large to be one.



Tim Snow

PR A T
From: Raul Vega
Sent: Saturday, September 29, 2012 8:55 AM
To: Leonard Ordway
o Mark A Hart; Jim Heftelfinger; Tim Snow; Robert Fink; Brad Fulk
Subject: FW: Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns"
Attachments: SUNP(0163.JPG; SUNPO271.JPG; SUNP0O043.JPG; SUNP020Q.JPG; SUNPOZ01.JPG;
SUNPC0O91.JPG
tegnard,

Take a look at the second photo attached here. All we have is the tail portion of an animal to make an identification, so
I'm not certein about what spedivs wi'ie dealing with yot. This time we’re certain that it’s in the “Santa Ritas” so just
heads up on this. I'll meet with Tim Snow, jirm H and other staff members on Monday to further analyze this photo and
try to figure out what animai this is. 'l kesp you informed as we discuss this in more detail.

Raul

Sent: Friday, September 28, 2012 8:23 PM

To: Brad Fulk; Aaron Miller; Robert Fink; Raul Vega; Tim Snow
Subject: Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

See helow and attachments

aguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

Here are muitiple pictures from a personal trail camera I had out during the August bear season. The possible jaguar is
in one of the night pictures, on the far right. There is not a lot to see, but it has cbvious rosettes and looks very
large. The only other possibility is that it could be an ocelot, but I think its way to large to be one.



James Driscoll

From: Mark A, Hart

Sent: Wednesday, October 31, 2012 11:09 AM

To: James Driscoll

Subject: FW: Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mins’

From: Mark A, Hart

Sent: Saturday, September 29, 2012 8:59 AM

To: Brad Fulk

Subject: Re: Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mins

Thanks, Brad.
Mark Hart, PIO AGFD Tucson

From: Brad Fulk

Sent: Saturday, September 29, 2012 07:14 AM

To: Mark A. Hart

Subject: Fw: Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

Fyi Mark

From: Brad Fulk

Sent: Saturday, tember 29, 2012 06:52 AM

To: Aaron Miller obert Fink; Raul Vega; Tim Snow

Subject: Re: Pos hting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

| agree

From: Aaron Mitler

Sent: tember 29, 2012 06:08 AM

To rad Fulk; Robert Fink; Raul Vega; Tim Snow

Subject: RE” Ible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

I'd have to agree wit'at it looks like a Jaguar to me. It seems like Ocelot tails look a littie more barred white this

picture shows clear rosettes and looks like other pictures of Jaguars I've seen. Also the height from the bottom of the
back leg up the tail seems larger than it would for an Qcelot.

Aaron Miller

Wildiife Manager

Arizona Game and Fish Department
555 W. Greasewood Road

Tucson, AZ 85745

{520) 591-5960

Click here to buy your hunting or fishing license online
Click here to enrollin the online Introductory Hunter Safety Class
Click here to enroll in the online Boat Arizona, Boater Safety Class

Sign up for AZGFE eNews and receive the latest news and information on wildlife issues and events, cutdoor
tips, education programs, regulations, and more. hitp://www.azgfd. gov/eservices/subscribe.shtml

1



-Sent: Friday, Septémber 28, 2012 8:23 PM

To: Brad Fulk; Aaron Miller; Robert Fink; Raul Vega; Tim Snow
Subject: Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

See below and attachments

Sent: Fric ptember 28, : '
Su . Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

Here are multiple pictures from a personal trail camera I had out during the August bear season. The possible jaguar is
in one of the night pictures, on the far right. There is not a lot to see, but it has obvious rosettes and looks very large.
The only other possibility is that it could be an ocelot, but I think its way to large to be one.




James Driscoll

Sent: aturday, september 29, 2012 9:06 AM

To: Tim Snow; Aaron Miller; Brad Fulk; Robert Fink; Raul Vega; Eric Gardner; Leonard Ordway
Subject: Fw. MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting an trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mins -
Attachments: SUNP0163.JPG; SUNP0271.JPG; SUNP0043.JPG; Jag map.JPG

Map attached.

dnd Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns
This email includes the jag picture, & lion and bobcat for scale and a map of the location
Here are multiple pictures from a personal trail camera I had out during the August bear season. The possible jaguar is

in one of the night pictures, on the far right. There is not a lot to see, but it has obvious rosettes and looks very large.
The only other possibility is that it could be an ccelot, but I think its way tu large to be one.



James Driscoll

From: Raul Vega

Sent: mber 29, 2012 9:12 AM
To: rad Fulk; Aaron Miiler; Robert Fink; Tim Snow: Mark A. Hart
Subject: , guar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

Enk’sor forwarding these phaotos, I'li discuss this matter and analyze this photo with Tim and other staff members on
Monday. I'll let you know what we think.

Thx

Raul

From:
Sent: Friday, 28, 2012 8:23 PM

To: Brad Fulk; Aaron Miller; Robert Fink; Raul Vega; Tim Snow
Subject: Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

See below and attachments

Ible Jaguar sighting on trait camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

Here are multiple pictures from a personal trail camera I had out during the August bear season. The possible jaguar is
in one of the night pictures, on the far right. There is not a lot to see, but it has obvious rosettes and looks very large.
The only other possibility is that it could be an ocelot, but I think its way to large to be one.



Eric Gardner

From: Larry Riley

Sent: Saturday, September 29, 2012 10:23 AM

To: Larry Voyles

Cc: Leonard Ordway; Gary R. Hovatter; Leonard Ordway; Eric Gardner; Jim Paxon
Subject: FW. MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns
Attachments: SUNPO0163.JPG; SUNP0271.JPG; SUNP0043.JPG; Jag map.JPG

Director Voyles,

This the detail behind our canversation this morning. Not much of a photo, but enough to warrant further consideration.
FWS has been alerted with this information per permit and protocol.

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Sat 9/29/2012 9:54 AM

To: Larry Riley

Subject: FW: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

Larry
Looks like he sent this to a few folks in AGFD already.

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief
623-236-7507

Sent with Good (www.good.com)

From:

Sent: Saturday, September 29, 2012 09:06 AM US Mountain Standard Time

To: Tim Snow; Aaron Miller; Brad Fulk; Robert Fink; Raul Vega; Eric Gardner; Leonard Ordway
Subject: Fw: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

Map attached.

Sent: Saturday, September 25, 2012 08:45 AM
Subject: a ossible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

This email includes the jag picture, a lion and bobcat for scale and a map of the location




Here are multiple pictures from a personal trail camera | had out during the August bear season. The possible jaguar is
in one of the night pictures, on the far right. There is not a lot to see, but it has obvious rosettes and looks very large.
The only other possibility is that it could be an ocelot, but | think its way to large to be one.



Tim Snow

L AR —
From: lim Heffelfinger
Sent: Saturday, September 29, 2012 10:28 AM
To: Raul Vega; Leonard Ordway
Cc Mark A. Hart; Tim Snow; Robert Fink; Brad Futk
Subject: RE: Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

In looking at the size of the spotted cat in relation to the water catchment hole it looks to me like the spotted cat
is too small to be a jaguar. If you compare the size of the hole to the mtn lion and then make the same
comparison to the spotted cat then it looks like an ocelot.

Thanks!
Jim

From: Raul Vega

Sent: Saturday. Seplember 29, 2012 08:54 AM US Mountain Standard Time
To: Leonard Ordway

Cc: Mark A. Hart; Jim Iletfetfinger; Tim Snow; Robert Fink; Brad Fulk
Subject: FW: Possible Jaguar sighting on (rail camcra in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

Leonard,

Take a look at the second photo attached here. All we have is the tail portion of an animal to make an identification, so
I'm not certain about what species wa're dealing with yet. This time we're certain that it’s in the “Santa Ritas”® so just
heads up on this. 'l meet with Tim Snow, jim H and other staff members on Monday to further analyze this photo and
try to figure out what aninial this is. 'l keep vou informed as we discuss this in more detail.

Raul

From:
Sent: Friday, mber 28, 2012 8:23 PM

To: Brad Fulk; Aaron Miiler; Robert Fink; Raul Vega; Tim Snow
Subject: Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

See below and attachmenis

guar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns



Here are multiple pictures from a personal trail camera I had out during the August bear season. The possible jaguar is
in one of the night pictures, on the far right. There is not a lot to see, but it has obvious rosettes and looks very
targe. The only other possibility is that it could be an ocelot, but I think its way to large to be one.



Tim Snow
[

N e
From: Raul Vega
Sent: Saturday, September 29, 2012 10:39 AM
To: Jim Heffelfinger; Leonard Ordway
Cc Mark A. Hart; Tim Snow; Robert Fink; Brad Fulk
Subject: RE: Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

10-4, good assessment and will continue with discussion on Monday
Thx
RV

From: Jim Heffelfinger

Sent: Saturday, September 29, 2012 10:28 AM

To: Raul Vega; Leonard Ordway

Cc: Mark A. Hart; Tim Snow; Robert Fink; Brad Fulk

Subject: RE: Possible Jaguar sighting on traif camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

In looking at the size of the spotted cat in relation to the water catchment hole it looks to me like the spotted cat
is too small to be a jaguar. If you compare the size of the hole to the min lion and then make the same
comparison to the spotted cat then it looks like an ocelot.

Thanks!
Jim

From: Raul Vega

Sent: Saturday, September 29, 2012 08:54 AM US Mountain Standard Time
To: Leonard Ordway

Ce: Mark A. Hart; Jim Heffelfinger; Tim Snow; Robert Fink; Brad Fulk
Subject: FW: Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

Leonard,

Take a look at the second photo attached here. All we have is the tail portion of an animal to make an identification, so
I'm not certain about what species we're dealing with yet. This time we’re certain that it’s in the “Santa Ritas*'so just
heads up on this. Ill meet with Tim Snow, jim H and other staff members on Monday to further analyze this photo and
try to figure out what animal this is. I'll keep you informed as we discuss this in more detail.

Raul

From
Sent: Triday, e er 28, 2012 8:23 PM

To: Brad Fulk; Aaron Miller; Robert Fink; Raul Vega; Tim Snow
Subject: Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, $anta Rita Mtns

1



See below and attachmernits

aguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

Here are multiple pictures from a personal trail camera I had out during the August bear season. The possible jaguar is
in one of the night pictures, on the far right. There is not a lot to see, but it has obvious rosettes and looks very
large. The only other possibility is that it could be an ocelot, but I think jts way to large to be one.



James Driscoll

From: Mark A. Hart

Sent; Wednesday, Qctober 31, 2012 11:09 AM

To: James Driscoll

Subject: FW: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mins

From: Mark A. Hart

Sent: Saturday, September 29, 2012 10:42 AM
To:m
Sub 2y i nd Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

Thank you. Way to late to investigate the site, | assume.

Mark

Sent: 217 AM

To: Mark A. Hart
Subject: Fw: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

-this email includes a map.
From: |
Sent: Saturday, ber 29, 2012 09:06 AM

To: Tim Snow; Aaron Miller; Brad Fulk; Robert Fink; Raul Vega; Eric Gardner; Leonard Ordway
Subject: Fw: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

Map attached.

and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns
This email includes the jag picture, a lion and bobcat for scale and a map of the location
Here are muitiple pictures from a personal trail camera I had out during the August bear season. The possible jaguar is

in one of the night pictures, on the far right. There is not a lot to see, but it has obvious rosettes and tooks very large.
The only other possibility is that it could be an ocelot, but I think its way to large to be one.



Tim Snow

R ———— L R PR ——
From: Eric Gardner
Sent: Saturday, September 29, 2012 12:36 PM
To: ‘Steve_Spangle@fws.gov'; Jean_Calhoun@fws.gov
Cc: Tim Snow; Larry Riley; Jim Paxon
Subject: FW: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns
Attachments; SUNPO0163.JPG; SUNP0271.JPG; SUNPQ043.JPG; Jag map.JPG

Steve and Jean,

Here are some photos (one of the possible jaguar an 2 of other species for size comparison) and a map. The information
comes to us from ho had a personal camera set on the tank for a hunt. We know that the date
stamp and location a urate.

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief

Arizona Game and Fish Deparunst
623-236-7507

Sent: Saturday, September 29, 2012 08:45 AM
To:
Subject: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

This email includes the jag picture, a lion and bobcat for scale and a map of the location
Here are multiple pictures from a personal trai camera I had out during the August bear season. The possible jaguar is

in one of the night pictures, on the far right. There is not a lot to see, but it has obvious rosettes and looks very
large. The only other possibility is that it could be an ocelot, but I think its way to large to be one.



Tim Snow

A, BN - VR o
From: Jean_Calhoun@fws.gov

Sent: Saturday, September 29, 2012 1:00 PM

To: Eric Gardner

Ca Jean_Calhoun@fws.gov; Jim Paxon; Larry Riley; Steve_Spangle@fws.gov; Tim Snow
Subject: Re: FW: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

Thanks, Eric. I will forward to U of A- Lisa Haynes. She indicated that they have a crew geared and ready to go
with cameras and will redirect them from thho the Santa Ritas early next week. She'll check on the
availability of a scat dog also.

We'll stay in touch. Call me if anything comes up.

Jean

Jean A. Calhoun

Assistant Field Supervisor

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Arnizona Ecological Services Office
201 North Bonita Avenue, Suite 141
Tucson, AZ 85745

Office: (520) 670-6150 ext. 223
Fax: (520) 670-6155

Tod&nbsp;&nbsp; <Steve_Spangle @ fws.gov>, <lean Calhounigfws.gov>

cc&nbsp;&nbsp; "Tim Snow" <I'Snowwazald.gov>, "Larry Riley" <[ Rilev@azefd.gov>, "Jim Paxon"
<IPaxond.azgtd.poyv>

bec&nbsp;&nbsp;

Subject&nbsp;&nbsp; FW: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns
"Eric Gardner" <k:Gardneraazgfd.gov>

09/29/2012 01:37 PM



<font size=-1></font>



Steve and Jean,

Here are some photos (one of the possible jaguar an 2 of other species for size comparison) and a map. The
information comes to us frowﬂho had a personal camera set on the tank for a hunt. We

know that the date stamp and Tocation are accurate.

Eric Gardner
Nongame Branch Chief
Arizona Game and Fish Department

623-236-7507

Sent: Saturday, September 29, 2012 08:45 AM
To:
Subject: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

This email includes the jag picture, a lion and bobcat for scale and a map of the location



Here are multiple pictures from a personal trail camera I had out during the August bear season. The possible
jaguar is in one of the night pictures, on the far right. There is not a lot to see, but it has obvious rosettes and
looks very large. The only other possibility is that it could be an ocelot, but I think its way to large to be one. -
SUNP0163.JPG - SUNP0271.JPG - SUNP0043.JPG - Jag map.JPG



Eric Gardner

From: Gary R. Hovatter .

Sent: Saturday, September 29, 2012 1:33 PM

To: Larry Riley

Cc: Leonard Ordway; Leonard Ordway; Eric Gardner; Jim Paxon; Larry Voyles; Ben Alteneder;

Tom Cadden; Raul Vega; Mark A. Hart; Jennifer Stewart; Jim Odenkirk; Jim Odenkirk: Linda
Pollock; Linda Pollock

Subject: RE: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns
Attachments: SUNP0271.jpg; Jag map.jpg; SUNP0043.jpg; SUNP0163.jpg

Importance: High

Larry {Riley),

Apologies. Had my phone on buzz and didn't check it untit | saw the e-mail . . . getting a late start in the office

today. Thanks for the call and the e-mail . . .these are exactly the sorts of things | want to be calied about . . . regardiess
of the day or time of day.

I'm presuming what we are interested in is the end of the tail in photo SUNPO271? Certainly a spotted cat and with the
lion in the other photos for scale, it does look like the tail belongs to a fairly large cat. So I'm inclined to agree
witl hinking. That said, absent other evidence this is unfikely to be a confirmed sighting.
Leonard/Raul,

Has Region V already sent someone to the site to see what we might find?

Jim (Paxon}, Tom, Mark (Hart),

We have pretty much been in the habit of NOT identifying the names of our sources for these endangered species
sighting until/unless the source puts his/her name out there themselves. Absent a counter case, | expect we will follow
that practice. Also, just because I'm that anal . . . a reminder that for information about endangered species, it is our
read of Arizona open records law that we do NOT have to release specific location data in response to a records request.
Despite how much of my life has been consumed by Macho B, | still think these sighting/possible sightings are cool.
--Gary/GF2

From: Larry Riley

Sent: Saturday, September 29, 2012 10:23 AM

To: Larry Voyles

Cc: Leonard Ordway; Gary R. Hovatter; Leonard Ordway; Eric Gardner; Jim Paxon
Subject: FW: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

Director Voyles,
This the detail behind our conversation this morning. Not much of a photo, but enough to warrant further consideration.

FWS has been alerted with this information per permit and protocol.

From: Eric Gardner



Sent: Sat 9/29/2012 9:54 AM
To: Larry Riley 7
Subject: FW: MAP and Possible jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

Larry
Looks like he sent this to & few folks in AGFD already.

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief
623-236-7507

Sent with Good (www.good.com)

From
Sent: Saturday, September 29, 2012 09:06 AM US Mountain Standard Time

To: Tim Snow; Aaron Miller; Brad Fulk; Robert Fink; Raul Vega; Eric Gardner; Leonard Ordway
Subject: Fw: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mins

Map attached.
Sent: Saturda ember 29, M

To

stM ‘ain;! iossible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

This email includes the jag picture, a lion and bobcat for scale and a map of the location

Here are multiple pictures from a personal trail camera | had out during the August bear season. The possible jaguar is
in one of the night pictures, on the far right. There is not a iot to see, but it has obvious rosettes and looks very
large. The only other possibility is that it could be an ocelot, but | think its way to large to be one.



Eric Gardner

From: Raul Vega

Sent: Saturday, September 29, 2012 3:23 PM

To: Gary R. Hovatter; Larry Riley

Cc: Leonard Ordway; Eric Gardner; Jim Paxon; Larry Voyles: Ben Alteneder; Tom Cadden: Mark

A. Hart; Jennifer Stewart; Jim Odenkirk; Jim Odenkirk; Linda Pollock; Linda Pollock; Brad
Fulk; Jim Heffelfinger; Robert Fink
Subject: RE: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

Gary,
I'll coordinate witl‘q} make sure that he provides more details about this site including a follow
up visit to this location to see 1f he can find any other evidence such as tracks etc.

Ialso spoke with Leonard this moming and advised that we need to analyze this photo in more detail to
determine what we may be dealing with reference this photo. All we have is the photo showing a portion of the
tail of this animal so we probably need to spend some time analyzing and comparing tails of other ocelots and
Jaguars to have a better idea about this cat. Jim Heffelfinger thinks that it's an ocelot based on the size. Regional
staff will meet on Monday to continue the discussion regarding this photo. One thing we know for certain is that
this took place in the Santa Rita's!!

Raul

Sent with Good (www.good.com)

From: Gary R. Hovatter

Sent: Saturday, September 29, 2012 01:32 PM US Mountain Standard Time

To: Larry Riley

Ce: Leonard Ordway; Leonard Ordway; Eric Gardner; Jim Paxon; Larry Voyles; Ben Alteneder; Tom Cadden;
Raul Vega: Mark A. Hart; Jennifer Stewart; Jim Odenkirk: Jim Odenkirk: Linda Pollock; Linda Pollock
Subject: RE: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

Larry (Riley),

Apologies. Had my phone on buzz and didn’t check it until | saw the e-mail . . . getting a late start in the office
today. Thanks for the call and the e-mail . . .these are exactly the sorts of things | want to be called about . .. regardless
of the day or time of day.

I'm presuming what we are interested in is the end of the tail in photo SUNPO271? Certainly a spotted cat and with the

lion and bobcat in the other photos for scale, it does look like the tail belongs to a fairly large cat. So I'm inclined to agree
wit thinking. That said, absent other evidence this is unlikely to be a confirmed sighting.

Leonard/Raui,

Has Region V already sent someone to the site to see what we might find?



Jim {Paxon)}, Tom, Mark {Hart),

We have pretty much been in the habit of NOT identifying the names of our sources for these endangered species
sighting until/unless the source puis his/her name out there themselves. Absent a counter case, | expect we wili follow
that practice. Also, just because I'm that anal . . . a reminder that for information about endangered species, it is our
read of Arizona open records law that we do NOT have to release specific location data in response to a records request,

Despite how much of my life has been consumed by Macho B, | still think these sighting/possible sightings are caol.

--Gary/GF2

From: Larry Riley
Sent: Saturday, September 29, 2012 10:23 AM

To: Larry Voyles
Cc: Leonard Ordway; Gary R. Hovatter; Leonard Ordway; Eric Gardner; Jlim Paxon
Subject: FW: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 344, Santa Rita Mtns

Director Voyles,

This the detail behind our conversation this morning. Not much of a photo, but enough to warrant further consideration.
FWS has been alerted with this information per permit and protocol.

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Sat 9/29/2012 9:54 AM

To: Larry Riley

Subject: FW: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 344, Santa Rita Mtns
Larry

Looks like he sent this to a few folks in AGFD already.

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief
623-236-7507

Sent with Good (www.good.com)

Fromg

Sent: Saturday, September 29, 2012 09:06 AM US Mountain Standard Time

To: Tim Snow; Aaron Miller; Brad Fulk; Robert Fink; Raul Vega; Eric Gardner; Leonard Ordway
Subject: Fw: MAP and Possible laguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

Map attached.

Sent: Saturday, September 29, 2012 08:4
Subtect: na Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 344, Santa Rita Mtns




This email includes the jag picture, a lion and bobcat for scale and a map of the location

Here are multiple pictures from a personal trail camera { had out during the August bear season. The possible jaguar is
in one of the night pictures, on the far right. There is not a lot to see, but it has obvious rosettes and looks very
large. The only other possibility is that it could be an ocelot, but I think its way to large to be one.



Eric Gardner

From: Gary R. Hovatter

Sent: Saturday, September 29, 2012 4.23 PM

To: Raul Vega

Cc: Leonard Ordway; Eric Gardner; Jim Paxon; Larry Voyles; Ben Aiteneder; Tom Cadden; Mark

A. Hart; Jennifer Stewart; Jim Odenkirk; Jim Odenkirk; Linda Poliock; Linda Potlock; Brad
Fulk, Jim Heffelfinger; Robert Fink; Larry Riley
Subject: RE: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

Raul,
Thanks.

Ultimately, this is nothing (at least by our standards) but an interesting photo until/unless we find additional confirming
evidence . . . better photo, tracks, scat, hair, etc.. Given the date of the photo, tracks, scat or hair evidence seems
unlikely at this point in time. Of course Macho B certainly demonstrated a pattern of travel that resulted in repeated
photos by the same cameras over a period of months. That may be explained by the jaguar scat Emil McCain used to
bait his cameras, but jaguars are territorial so ... ? If these cameras are still in place, maybe we’ll get lucky and get
another, better photo. it may be worth considering establishing more camera sites in the area.

That said, I leave it in Region V's and Non-Game’s competent hands to sort this out . . . while also reminding you that the
jaguar critical habitat process is underway and solid jaguar data is going to be extremely valuable. Certainly being able
to, e.g., confirm the identity of the species in this photo, determine if this might be the Whetstone jaguar, or (if a jaguar)
determining the gender, would be useful.

Absent that, | can easily see the CBD attempting to promote this as a verified sighting of new jaguar, probably female.

--Gary/GF2

From: Raul Vega

Sent: Saturday, September 29, 2012 3:23 PM

To: Gary R. Hovatter; Larry Riley

Cc: Leonard Ordway; Eric Gardner; Jim Paxon; Larry Voyles; Ben Alteneder; Tom Cadden; Mark A. Hart; Jennifer
Stewart; Jim Odenkirk; Jim Odenkirk; Linda Pollock; Linda Pollock; Brad Fulk; Jim Heffelfinger; Robert Fink
Subject: RE: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

Gary,
o make sure that he provides more details about this site including a follow

I'll coordinate witfql
up visit to this locatton to see tf he can find any other evidence such as tracks etc.

I also spoke with Leonard this morning and advised that we need to analyze this photo in more detail to
determine what we may be dealing with reference this photo. All we have is the photo showing a portion of the
tail ot this animal so we probably need to spend some time analyzing and comparing tails of other ocelots and
Jaguars to have a better idea about this cat. Jim Heffelfinger thinks that it's an ocelot based on the size. Regional
staff will meet on Monday to continue the discussion regarding this photo. One thing we know for certain is that
this took place in the Santa Rita's!!

Raul



Sent with Good (www.good.com)

----- Original Message-----

From: Gary R. Hovatter

Sent: Saturday, September 29, 2012 01:32 PM US Mountain Standard Time

To: Larry Riley

Ce: Leonard Ordway; Leonard Ordway; Eric Gardner; Jim Paxon; Larry Voyles; Ben Alteneder; Tom Cadden;
Raul Vega; Mark A. Hart; Jennifer Stewart; Jim Odenkirk; Jim Odenkirk; Linda Pollock; Linda Pollock
Subject: RE: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

Larry {Riley),

Apologies. Had my phone on buzz and didn't check it until | saw the e-mail . . . getting a late start in the office
today. Thanks for the call and the e-mail . . .these are exactly the sorts 6f things | want to be called about . .. regardiess
of the day or time of day.

I'm presuming what we are interested in is the end of the tail in photo SUNPO271? Certainly a spotted cat and with the
lion and bobcat in the other photos for scale, it does look like the tail belongs to a fairly large cat. So F'm inclined to agree
with-hinking. That said, absent other evidence this is unlikely to be a confirmed sighting.

Leonard/Raul,
Has Region V already sent someone to the site to see what we might find?
Jim {Paxon}, Tom, Mark (Hart),

We have pretty much been in the habit of NQT identifying the names of our sources for these endangered species
sighting until/unless the source puts his/her name out there themselves. Absent a counter case, | expect we will follow
that practice. Also, just because I'm that anal . . . a reminder that for information about endangered species, it is our
read of Arizona open records law that we do NOT have to release specific location data in response to a records request.

Despite how much of my life has been consumed by Macho B, I still think these sighting/possible sightings are cool.

--Gary/GF2

From: Larry Riley

Sent: Saturday, September 29, 2012 10:23 AM

To: Larry Voyles

Cc: Leonard Ordway; Gary R. Hovatter; Leonard Ordway; Eric Gardner; Jim Paxon
Subject: FW: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

Director Voyles,

This the detail behind our conversation this morning. Not much of a photo, but enough to warrant further consideration.
FWS has been alerted with this information per permit and protocol.

----- Original Message-----
From: Eric Gardner



Sent: Sat 9/29/2012 9:54 AM

To: Larry Rilay

Subject: FW: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on wrail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns
Larry

Looks like he sent this to a few folks in AGFD already.

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief
623-236-7507

Sent with Good (www.good.com)

----- Origin gssage-----
From:
Sent: Saturday, September 29, 2012 09:06 AM US Mountain Standard Time

To: Tim Snow; Aaron Miller; Brad Fulk; Robert Fink; Raul Vega; Eric Gardner; Leonard Ordway
Subject: Fw: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

Map attached.

temper 29, 2012 08:45 AM

Subject: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

This email includes the jag picture, a lion and bobcat for scale and a map of the location

Here are multiple pictures from a personal trail camera | had out during the August bear season. The possible jaguar is
tn one of the night pictures, on the far right. There is not a lot to see, but it has obvious rosettes and looks very
large. The only other possibility is that it could be an ocelot, but | think its way to large to be one.



Tim Snow

L A — e e

From: Raul Vega 7

Sent: Saturday, September 29, 2012 5:15 PM

To: Brad Fulk

Cc: Mark A. Hart; Tim Snow; Robert Fink

Subject: FW: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns
Brad,

Just to make sure that we cover all ends on this, please have Mark visit this site to see if be can find additional
evidence regarding this photo. The sooner he can go there the better

Thank you
Raul

Sent with Good (www.good.com)

-----Original Message-----

From: Gary R. Hovatter

Sent: Saturday, September 29, 2012 04:23 PM US Mountain Standard Time

To: Raul Vega

Cc: Leonard Ordway; Eric Gardner; Jim Paxon; Larry Voyles; Ben Alteneder; Tom Cadden; Mark A. Hart;
Jennifer Stewart; Jim Odenkirk; Jim Odenkirk; Linda Pollock; Linda Pollock; Brad Fulk; Jim Heffelfinger;
Robert Fink; Larry Riley

Subject: RE: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

Raul,
Thanks.

Ultimately, this is nothing (at least by our standards) but an interesting photo until/unless we find additional confirming
evidence . . . better photo, tracks, scat, hair, etc.. Given the date of the photo, tracks, scat or hair evidence seems
unlikely at this point in time. Of course Macho B certainly demonstrated a pattern of travel that resulted in repeated
photos by the same cameras over a period of months. That may be explained by the jaguar scat Emil McCain used to
bait his cameras, but jaguars are territorial so . .. ? If these cameras are still in place, maybe we’ll get lucky and get
another, better photo. It may be worth considering establishing more camera sites in the area.

That said, | leave it in Region V's and Non-Game’s competent hands to sort this out . . . while also reminding yvou that the
jaguar critical habitat process is underway and solid jaguar data is going to be extremely valuable. Certainly being able
to, e.g., confirm the identity of the species in this photo, determine if this might be the Whetstone jaguar, or (if a jaguar)
determining the gender, would be useful.

Absent that, | can easily see the CBD attempting to promote this as a verified sighting of new jaguar, probably female.

--Gary/GF2



From: Raul Vega

Sent: Saturday, September 29, 2012 3:23 PM

To: Gary R. Hovatter; Larry Riley

Cc: Leonard Ordway; Eric Gardner; Jim Paxon; Larry Voyles; Ben Alteneder; Tom Cadden; Mark A. Hart; Jennifer
Stewart; Jim Odenkirk; Jim Odenkirk; Linda Pollock; Linda Pollock; Brad Fulk; Jim Heffelfinger; Robert Fink
Subject: RE: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

Gary,
I'll coordinate withj o make sure that he provides more details about this site including a follow

up visit to this location to see 1f he can find any other evidence such as tracks etc.

I also spoke with Leonard this morning and advised that we need to analyze this photo in more detail to
determine what we may be dealing with reference this photo. All we have is the photo showing a portion of the
tail of this animal so we probably need to spend some time analyzing and comparing tails of other ocelots and
jaguars to have a better idea about this cat. Jim Heffelfinger thinks that it's an ocelot based on the size. Regional
staff will meet on Monday to continue the discussion regarding this photo. One thing we know for certain is that
this took place in the Santa Rita's!!

Raul
Sent with Good (v ww. pood.com)

From: Gary R. Hovatter

Sent: Saturday, September 29, 2012 01:32 PM US Mountain Standard Time

To: Larry Riley

Ce: Leonard Ordway; Leonard Ordway; Eric Gardner; Jim Paxon; Larry Voyles; Ben Alteneder; Tom Cadden;
Raul Vega: Mark A. Hart; Jennifer Stewart; Jim Odenkirk; Jim Odenkirk; Linda Pollock; Linda Pollock
Subject: RE: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

Larry (Riley),

Apologies. Had my phone on buzz and didn't check it until | saw the e-mail . . . getting a late start in the office

today. Thanks for the call and the e-mail . . .these are exactly the sorts of things | want to be called about . . . regardless
of the day or time of day.

I'm presuming what we are interested in is the end of the tail in photo SUNPO271? Certainly a spotted cat and with the
lion and bobcat in the other photos for scale, it does look like the tail belongs to a fairly large cat. So I'm inclined to agree
with -hinking. That said, absent other evidence this is unlikely to be a confirmed sighting.

Leonard/Raul,

Has Region V already sent someone to the site to see what we might find?

Jim {Paxon), Tom, Mark [Hart),

We have pretty much been in the habit of NOT identifying the names of our sources for these endangered species
sighting until/unless the source puts his/her name out there themselves. Absent a counter case, | expect we will follow

2



that practice. Also, just because I'm that anal . . . a reminder that for information about endangered species, it is our
read of Arizona open records law that we do NOT have to release specific location data in response to a records request.

Despite how much of my life has been consumed by Macho B, | stili think these sighting/possible sightings are cool.

--Gary/GF2

From: Larry Riley

Sent: Saturday, September 29, 2012 10:23 AM

To: Larry Voyles

Cc: Leonard Ordway; Gary R. Hovatter; Leonard Ordway; Eric Gardner; Jim Paxon
Subject: FW: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

Director Voyles,

This the detail behind our conversation this morning. Not much of a photo, but enough to warrant further consideration.
FWS has been alerted with this information per permit and protocol.

From: Eric Gardner
Sent: Sat 9/29/2012 9:54 AM

To: Larry Riley
Subject: FW: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns
Larry

Looks like he sent this to a few folks in AGFD already.

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief
623-236-7507

Sent with Good {www.good.com)

Sent: Saturday, September 29, 2012 09:06 AM US Mountain Standard Time
To: Tim Snow; Aaron Miller; Brad Fulk; Robert Fink; Raul Vega; Eric Gardner; Leonard Ordway
Subject: Fw: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

Map attached.

From:
Sent; Saturday, September 29, 2012 08:45 AM

ossible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns -

This email includes the jag picture, a lion and bobcat for scale and a map of the location



Here are multiple pictures from a personal trail camera 1 had out during the August bear season. The possible jaguar is
in one of the night pictures, on the far right. There is not a lot to see, but it has obvious rosettes and looks very
targe. The only other possibility is that it could be an ocetot, but 1 think its way to large to be one.



Eric Gardner

- From: Bilt Vanpelt
Sent: Monday. October 01, 2012 7:05 AM
To: Eric Gardner
Subject: Re: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mins

The tail looks like a jag

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Monday, October 01, 2012 06:52 AM

To: Bill Vanpelt; Larry Riley

Subject: FW: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

Bill
Care to weigh in on a species 1D?

Larry
Can ] loop TBJ?

Eric Gavdner

Nongame Branch Chief
623-236-7507

Sent with Good (www.good.cont)

————— Original Message-----

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Saturday, September 29, 2012 12:35 PM US Mountain Standard Time

To: 'Steve_Spangle@fws.gov'; Jean Calhoun@fws.gov

Cc: Tim Snow; Larry Riley; Jim Paxon

Subject: FW: MAP and Possible Jaguar stghting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

Steve and Jean,
Here are some photos {one of the possible jaguar an 2 of other species for size comparison) and a map. The information
comes ta us from ho had a personal camera set on the tank for a hunt, We know that the date

stamp and location are accurate.

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief

Arizona Game and Fish Department
623-236-7507

Sent: Saturday, September 29, 2012 08:45 AM

To:

Subject: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns’

This email includes the jag picture, a lion and bobcat for scale and a map of the location
t



Here are multiple pictures from a personal trail camera I had out during the August bear season, The possible jaguar is
in one of the night pictures, on the far right. There is not a lot to see, but it has obvious rosett=s and looks very
large. The only other possibility is that it could be an ocelot, but 1 think its way to large to be one.



Eric Gardner

From: Jean_Calhoun@fws.gov

Sent: Monday, October 01, 2012 7:21 AM

To: Eric Gardner

Subject: RE: FW. MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

Good morning, Eric. We're getting our experts to take a close look. So far jaguar is the thought.

I'm headed up to Phoenix for a staff meeting today- will call you later to coordinate on outreach efforts- USFS, ranchers,
Rosemont- and message.

Jean A. Calhoun

Assistant Field Supervisor

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Arizona Ecological Services Office
201 North Bonita Avenue, Suite 141
Tucson, AZ 85745

Office: (520) 670-6150 ext. 223
Fax: (520) 670-6155

“Eric Gardner” <EGardner@azgfd.gov> To <Jean_Calhoun@fws.gov>
cc
09/30/2012 0800 PM Subject RE: FW: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Sanla Rita Mins

Hi jean. You should know that there is some ongoing discussion about what species — jaguar or ocelot. f am inclined to lean towards
Jjaguar myself due to the rosettes, but think we will be seeking some outside, independent analysis from ocelot and jaguar experts.
Have you gotten and feedback or do you have any thoughts yourself?

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief

Arizona Game and Fish Department
623-236-7507

From: Jean Calhoun@fws.gov [mailto:Jean Caihoun@fws.gov]

Sent: Saturday, September 29, 2012 1:00 PM

To: Eric Gardner

Cc: Jean Calhoun@fws.gov; Jim Paxon; Larry Riley; Steve Spangle@fws,gov: Tim Snow
Subject: Re: FW: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 344, Santa Rita Mtns

Thanks, Eric. I will forward to U of A- Lisa Haynes. She indicated that they have a crew geared and ready to go
with cameras and will redirect them from the—to the Santa Ritas early next week. She'll check on the
availability of a scat dog also.

We'll stay in touch. Call me if anything comes up.

Jean



Jean A. Calhoun

Assistant Field Supervisor

/.S, Fish & Wildlife Service
Arizona F ological Services Office
201 North Bonita Avenue, Suite 141
Tucson, AZ 85745

Office: (520) 670-6150 ext. 223
Fax:(520) 670-6155

To&nbsp;&nbsp; <Steve Spangleffws.gov>, <Jean Calhoun@fws.gov>

cc&nbsp:&nbsp; "Tim Snow" <TSnow(@azgfd.gov>, "Larry Riley" <LRiley@azgtd.gov>, "Jim Paxon"
<JPaxon{azgtd.gov>

bced&nbsp;&nbsp;

Subject&nbsp;&nbsp; FW: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns
"Eric Gardner" <EGardner@azgtd.gov>

09/29/2012 01:37 PM
<font size=-1></font>






Steve and Jean,

Here are some photos (one of the possible jaguar an 2 of other species for size comparison) and a map. The
information comes to us fromﬁ’ho had a personal camera sct on the tank for a hunt. We

know that the date stamp and [ocation are accuralte.

Eric Gardner
Nongame Branch Chief
Arizona Game and Fish Department

023-236-7507

Sent: Saturday, Scptember 29, 2012 08:45 AM

To:
Subject: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

This email includes the jag picture, a lion and bobcat for scale and a map of the location

Here are multiple pictures from a personal trail camera I had out during the August bear season. The possible
jaguar is in one of the night pictures, on the far right. There is not a lot to sce, but it has obvious rosettes and
looks very large. The only other possibitity is that it could be an ocelot, but I think its way to large to be one. -
SUNP(163.JPG - SUNP0O271.JPG - SUNP0043.JPG - Jag map.JPG



Eric Gardner

From: Larry Riley

Sent: Monday, October 01, 2012 8:14 AM

To: Eric Gardner

Subject: FW. FW: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns
Attachments: Lawrence M. Riley (LRiley@azgfd.gov).vcf

Eric,

I'think Mr. Voyles would fike to make first contact with Rosemont folks. Would be better if he had the chance to make that
call today before U of A contacts.

Lawrence M. Riley

Assistant Director

Wildlife Management Division
Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 W. Carefree Highway
Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000

623-236-7302
irley@azgfd.gov

Sign up for FREE Arizona Game and Fish Department e-newsletters at www.azefd. povisignup

From: Jean_Calhoun@fws.gov [maiito:Jean Calhoun@fws.gov)

Sent: Saturday, September 29, 2012 1:00 PM

To: Eric Gardner

Cc: Jean_Calhoun@fws.goyv; Jim Paxon; Larry Riley; Steve Spangle@fws.qov; Tim Snow
Subject: Re: FW: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

Thanks, Eric. I will forward to U of A- Lisa Haynes. She indicated that they have a crew geared and ready to go
with cameras and will redirect them from the-o the Santa Ritas early next week. She'll check on the
availability of a scat dog also.

We'll stay in touch. Call me if anything comes up.

Jean

Jean A. Calhoun

Assistant Field Supervisor

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Arizona Ecological Services Office
201 North Bonita Avenue, Suite 141
Tucson, AZ 85745

Office: (520} 670-6150 ext. 223
Fax: (520) 670-6155



To&nbsp;&nbsp; <Steve_Spangle@fws.gov>, <Jean Calhoun(@fws.gov:>

ccé&nbsp;&nbsp; "Tim Snow" <TSnow(@azgfd.gov>, "Larry Riley" <LRiley(@azgtd gov>, "Jim Paxon"
<JPaxon@azgtd.gov>

bee&nbsp;&nbsp;

Subject&nbsp;&nbsp; FW: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera4ii84A; Santa Rita Mtng
"Eric Gardner” <EGardner@azgfd.gov>

09/29/2012 01:37 PM
<font size=-1></font>



Steve and Jean,

Here are some photos (one of the possible jaguar an 2 of other species for size comparison) and a map. The
information comes to us fromﬂ»«ho had a personal camera set on the tank for a hunt, We
know that the date stamp and [ocation are accurate.




Eric Gardner
Nongame Branch Chief
Arizona Game and Fish Department

623-236-7507

Sent: Saturday, September 29, 2012 08:45 AM
To:
Subject: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

This email includes the jag picture, a lion and bobcat for scale and a map of the location

Here are multipte pictures from a personal trail camera I had out during the August bear scason, The possible
jaguar is in one of the night pictures, on the far right. There is not a lot to see, but it has obvious rosettes and
looks very large. The only other possibility is that it could be an ocelot, but | think its way to large to be one. -
SUNPO163.JPG - SUNPO271.JPG - SUNP0043.JPG - Jag map.JPG



Page 1 of 2

Larry Riley

From: Larry Riley

Sent: Monday, October 01, 2012 8:16 AM

To: Eric Gardner

Subject: RE: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mins

Attachments: Lawrence M. Riley (LRiley@azgfd.gov).vcf
Certainly can loop Terry. Sorry.

Lawrence M. Riltey

Assistant Director

Wildlife Management Division
Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 W. Carefree Highway
Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000

623-236-7302
Iriley@azafd.gov

Sign up for FREE Arizona Game and Fish Department e-newsletters at www.azgfd.gov/signup

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Monday, October 01, 2012 6:53 AM

To: Bill Vanpelt; Larry Riley

Subject: FW: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

Bill
Care to weigh in on a species 1D?

Larry
Can I loop TBIJ?

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief
623-236-7507

Sent with Good (www.good.com)

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Saturday, September 29, 2012 12:35 PM US Mountain Standard Time

To: 'Steve_Spangle@fws.gov'; Jean_Calhoun@fws.gov

Cec: Tim Snow; Larry Riley; Jim Paxon

Subject: FW: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

Steve and Jean,
Here are some photos (one of the possible jaguar an 2 of other species for size comparison) and a map.

The information comes to us from—who had a personal camera set on the tank for a
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hunt. We know that the date stamp and location are accurate.

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief

Arizona Game and Fish Department
623-236-7507

Sent: Saturday, September 29, 2012 08:45 AM

To:
Subject: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

This email includes the jag picture, a lion and bobcat for scale and a map of the location
Here are multiple pictures from a personal trail camera I had out during the August bear season. The possible

jaguar is in ane of the night pictures, on the far right. There is not a lot to see, but it has obvious rosettes and
looks very large. The only other possibility is that it could be an ocelot, but I think its way to large to be one.



Eric Gardner

From: Tim Snow

Sent: Monday, October 01, 2012 11:31 AM
To: Raul Vega

Cc: Eric Gardner

Subject: Photo comparison

Attachments: Santa Rita Sept 2012 Comparison.jpg

Raul — Here are the photos of bobcat, mountain lion, and spotted cat side by side and roughly the same scale. I'm still
leaning toward jag and not ocelot.

- Tim

Tim K. Snow

Region V Nongame Specialist
555 N. Greasewood Road
Tucson, AZ 85745

(520) 388-4449

Sign up for AZGFD eNews - Wildlife news, fishing reports, hunting tips, and more!
Learn more about Fishing and Hunting in AZ or Get Your Licenses Online




Eric Gardner

From: Raul Vega

Sent: Monday, October 01, 2012 12:53 PM
To: teonard Ordway, Eric Gardner
Subject: FW: Photo comparison
Attachments: -Santa Rita Sept 2012 Comparison.jpg

Tim Snow put these photos together to give us a better perspective reference the size of this cat. These photos are all
about the same scale so please analyze and let me know what you think. As Tim mentioned below we’re still leaning
toward jag and not ocelot,

Raul

From: Tim Snow

Sent: Monday, October 01, 2012 11:31 AM
To: Raul Vega

Cc: Eric Gardner

Subject: Photo comparison

Raul - Here are the photos of bobcat, mountain lion, and spotted cat side by side and roughly the same scale. I’'m still
leaning toward jag and not ocelot,

--Tim

Tim K. Snow

Region V Nongame Speciaiist
555 N. Greasewood Road
Tucson, AZ 85745

(520) 388-4449

Sign up for AZGFD eNews - Wildlife news, fishing reports, hunting tips, and morel
Learn more about Fishing and Hunting in AZ or Get Your Licenses Online




Tim Show

I A I L i
From: Raul Vega

Sent: Monday, October 01, 2012 2:56 PM

To: Robert Fink; Tim Snow; John Windes

Subject: FW: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns
Attachments: Tail crop.JPG

FYI

500

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Monday, October 01, 2012 8:18 AM

To: Gary R. Hovatter; Raul Vega

Cc: Leonard Ordway; Jim Paxon; Larry Voyles; Ben Alteneder; Tom Cadden; Mark A, Hart; Jennifer Stewart; Jim
Odenkirk; Jim Odenkirk; Linda Pollock; Linda Pollock; Brad Fulk; Jim Heffelfinger; Robert Fink; Larry Riley; Bill Vanpelt;
James Driscoll

Subject: RE: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

All,
As a reminder to most {and | added some new people to the chain} — do not share externally until we determine what
retractions are warranted (e.g. photographer’s name, etc.).

The UofA Jaguar detection project will likely step into action as a follow-up to this sighting, which means they will place
an array of cameras in the immediate area and aiso search the area with dogs trained to locate scat. In accordance with
our Jag and Ocelot Directive, our protocol is to share appropriate sighting information with USFWS. They then
coordinate with UofA in accordance with their contract. Jean Calhoun has requested that we coordinate any media
outreach and even partner notification with FWS so we are all on the same page. | hope to talk to Jim Paxon and a few
others ahout that this a.m. | believe that the UofA protocol will be to contact the USFS and the permittee regarding their
activities. In this case, the permittee is Rosemont Mining company (I am told).

I know there is some discussion about what level of confirmation the sighting will be given {jaguar, ocelot, other spotted
cat). General consensus is that it appears to be a jaguar but it is good to be cautious and external opinion is being
sought.

I have attached a cropped photo of just the tail.

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief

Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 W, Carcfree Highway
Phocnix, A7 85086-30(4)

Work: (623) 236-7507

Your Wildlife is the
Heritage Fund's Legacy

Making a Difference for Conservation




Sign up for AZGED eNews i voucive the fatest news and information on wildlife issues and events. outdoor
tips. education programs, regulsiiia . 2nd more. htip//www.azeld. cov/eservices/subscribe.shiml

From: Gary R. Hovatter

Sent: Saturday, September 29, 2012 4:23 PM

To: Raul Vega

Cc: Leonard Ordway; Eric Gardner; Jim Paxon; Larry Voyles; Ben Alteneder; Tom Cadden; Mark A. Hart; Jennifer
Stewart; Jim Odenkirk; Jim Odenkirk; Linda Pollock; Linda Pollock; Brad Fulk; Jim Heffelfinger; Robert Fink; Larry Riley
Subject: RE: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

Raul,
Thanks.

Ultimately, this is nothing (at least by cur standards) but an interesting photo until/unless we find additional confirming
evidence . .. better photo, tracks, scat, hair, etc.. Given the date of the photo, tracks, scat or hair evidence seems
unlikely at this point in time. Of course Macho B certainly demonstrated a pattern of travel that resulted in repeated
photos by the same cameras over a period of months. That may be explained by the jaguar scat Emil McCain used to
bait his cameras, but jaguars are territorial so ... ? If these cameras are still in place, maybe we’ll get lucky and get
another, better photo. It may be worth considering establishing more camera sites in the area.

That said, i leave it in Region V's and Non-Game’s competent hands to sort this out . . . while also reminding you that the
jaguar critical habitat process is underway and solid jaguar data is going to be extremely valuable. Certainly being able
to, e.g., confirm the identity of the species in this photo, determine if this might be the Whetstone jaguar, or (if a jaguar)
determining the gender, would be useful.

Absent that, | can easily see the CBD attempting to promote this as a verified sighting of new jaguar, probably female.

--Gary/GF2

From: Raul Vega

Sent: Saturday, September 28, 2012 3:23 PM

To: Gary R. Hovatter; Larry Riley

Cc: Leonard Ordway; Eric Gardner; Jim Paxon; Larry Voyles; Ben Alteneder; Tom Cadden; Mark A. Hart; Jennifer
Stewart; Jim Odenkirk; Jim Odenkirk; Linda Pollock; Linda Pollock; Brad Fulk; Jim Heffelfinger: Robert Fink
Subject: RE: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

Gary,

I'll coordinate witqo make sure that he provides more details about this site including a follow
up visit to this location to see if he can find any other evidence such as tracks ete.

I also spoke with Leonard this morning and advised that we need to analyze this photo in more detail to
determine what we may be dealing with reference this photo. All we have is the photo showing a portion of the
tail of this animal so we probably need to spend some time analyzing and comparing tails of other ocelots and
Jaguars to have a better idea about this cat. Jim Heffelfinger thinks that it's an ocelot based on the size. Regional

staff will meet on Monday to continue the discussion regarding this photo. One thing we know for certain is that
this took place in the Sénta Rita's!!

Raul



Sent with Good (www.gcod.com)

From: Gary R. Hovatter

Sent: Saturday, September 29, 2012 01:32 PM US Mountain Standard Time

To: Larry Riley

Ce: Leonard Ordway; Leonard Ordway; Eric Gardner; Jim Paxon; Larry Voyles; Ben Alteneder; Tom Cadden;
Raul Vega; Mark A. Hart; Jennifer Stewart; Jim Odenkirk; Jim Odenkirk; Linda Pollock; Linda Pollock
Subject: RE: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

Larry (Riley),

Apologies. Had my phone on buzz and didn't check it until | saw the e-mail . . . getting a late start in the office

today. Thanks for the call and the e-mail . . .these are exactly the sorts of things | want to be called about . . . regardless
of the day or time of day.

I'm presuming what we are interested in is the end of the tail in photo SUNPQ2717 Certainly a spotted cat and with the

lion and in the other photos for scate, it does look like the tail belongs to a fairly large cat. So I'm inclined to agree
with thinking. That said, absent other evidence this is unlikely to be a confirmed sighting.

Lecnard/Raul,

Has Region V already sent someone to the site to see what we might find?

Jim {Paxon}, Tom, Mark (Hart),

We have pretty much been in the habit of NOT identifying the names of our sources for these endangered species
sighting until/unless the source puts his/her name out there themselves. Absent a counter case, | expect we will follow
that practice. Also, just because I'm that anal . . . a reminder that for information about endangered species, it is our
read of Arizona open records law that we do NOT have to release specific location data in response to a records request.
Despite how much of my life has been consumed by Macho B, | stilt think these sighting/possible sightings are cool.
--Gary/GF2

From: Larry Riley

Sent: Saturday, September 29, 2012 10:23 AM

To: Larry Voyles

Cc: Leonard Ordway; Gary R. Hovatter; Leonard Ordway; Eric Gardner; lim Paxon
Subject: FW: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

Director Voyles,

This the detail behind our conversation this marning. Not much of a photo, but enough to warrant further consideration.
FWS has been alerted with this information per permit and protocol.



From: Eric Gardner
Sent: Sat 9/29/2012 9:54 AM

To: Larry Riley
Subject: FW: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns
Larry

Looks like he sent this to a few folks in AGFD already.

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief
623-236-7507

Sent with Good (www.good.com)

Sent: Sa!ur!ay, September 29, 2012 09:06 AM US Mountain Standard Time

To: Tim Snow; Aaron Miller; Brad Fulk; Robert Fink; Raul Vega; Eric Gardner; Leonard Ordway
Subject: Fw: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns .

Map attached.

Subject: and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

This email includes the jag picture, a lion and bobcat for scale and a map of the location

Here are multiple pictures from a personal trail camera | had out during the August bear season. The possible jaguar is
in one of the night pictures, on the far right. There is not a lot to see, but it has obvious rosettes and looks very
large. The only ather possibility is that it could be an ocelot, but | think its way to large to be one.



Tim Snow

ool "
From: Raul Vega

Sent: Monday, October 01, 2012 2:58 PM

To: Robert Fink; Tim Snow; John Windes; Jim Heffelfinger

Subject: FW: FW: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

FY

500

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Monday, October 01, 2012 8:43 AM

To: Larry Riley

Cc: Leonard Crdway; Raul Vega

Subject: RE: FW: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

Okay, FWS is waiting to hear back from us. However, our protocol requires us to contact the USFS. Not sure it Region 5
has done that yet or not {1 have cc’d Leonard and Raul). I planned to follow up and send out an official notification of the
sighting per our Directive today and in that would make sure Region 5 has or will contact USFS. If that has happened,
USFS may contact their permittee (| don’t know their protocol}.

Just spoke with Raul and he will check on the status of FS notification. | asked him to hold off if not too late until we all
get on the same page and know what the Director wants to do.

It behooves us to have the Director make his calf sooner than fater as there are now multiple avenues for the
information to be transmitted at this point,

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chicef

Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 W, Carefree Highway

Phoenix, AZ 85086-5600

Work: (623) 236-7507

Your Wildlife is the
Heritage Fund's Legacy

Making a Difference for Conservation

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the fatest news and information on wildlife issues and events ovtdeas
tips. cducation programs. reguiations. and more. hitp//www azetd.covieservices/subscribe.shtiml

From: Larry Riley

Sent: Monday, October 01, 2012 8:14 AM

To: Eric Gardner

Subject: FW: FW: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

1



Eric,

I think Mr. Voyles would like to make first contact with Rosemont folks. Would be better if he had the chance to make that
call today before U of A contacts.

Lawrence M. Riley

Assistant Director

wildlife Management Division
Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 W. Carefree Highway
Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000

623-236-7302
Iriley @azgfd. gov

Sign up for FREE Arizona Game and Fish Department e-newsletters at www,azgld cov/signup

From: Jean Calhoun@fws.gov [mailto:Jean Calhoun@fws.gov]

Sent: Saturday, September 29, 2012 1:00 PM

To: Eric Gardner

Cc: Jean Calhoun@fws.gov; Jim Paxon; Larry Riley; Steve Spangle@fws,qov; Tim Snow
Subject: Re: FW: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

Thanks, Eric. 1 will forward to U of A- Lisa Haynes. She indicated that they have a crew geared and ready to go
with cameras and will redirect them from the—o the Santa Ritas carty next week. She'll check on the
availability of a scat dog also.

We'll stay in touch. Call me if anything comes up.

Jean

Jean A. Calhoun

Assistant Field Supervisor

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Arizona Ecological Services Office
201 North Bonita Avenue, Suite 141
Tucson, AZ 85745

Office: (520) 670-6150 ext. 223
Fax: (520) 670-6155



To&nbsp;&nbsp; <Steve Spanglei@tws.gov>, <Jean_Calhoun@fws.gov>

cc&nbsp;&nbsp; "Tim Snow" <[ Snow@azgfd.gov>, "Larry Riley" <LRiley@azgfd.gov>, "Jim Paxon”
<JPaxonfwazgld.pov>

bee&nbsp;&nbsp;

Subject&nbsp;&nbsp; FW: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camerafin 34A, Santa Rita Mtns
"Eric Gardner" <t:Gardner{@azptd. gov>

06/29/2012 01:37 PM
<font size=-1></font>



Steve and Jean,

Here are some photos (one of the possible jaguar an 2 of other species for size comparison) and a map. The
information comes to us fron_vho had a personal camera set on the tank for a hunt. We
know that the date stamp and 10N are accurate.

Eric Gardner
Nongame Branch Chief

Arizona Game and Fish Department



623-236-7507

Sent: Saturday, September 29, 2012 08:45 AM
To:
Subject: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

This email includes the jag picture, a lion and bobcat for scale and a map of the location

Here are multiple pictures from a personal trail camera I had out during the August bear season. The possible
jaguar is in one of the night pictures, on the far right. There is not a lot to see, but it has obvious rosettes and
looks very large. The only other possibility is that it could be an ocelot, but I think its way to large to be one. -
SUNPO163.JPG - SUNP0271.JPG - SUNP0043.JPG - Jag map.JPG



Eric Gardner

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Monday, Gctober 01, 2012 3.06 FM

To: Raui Vega

Subject: RE: Photo comparison

Raul - you can contact the FS. Will you tell me when it please? Should keep the location as general as possible
for now. How obvious is the location based on th in the photo? Are there a lot of those in the Santa Ritas or
only a few?

Thanks,

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief

Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 W. Carefree Highway
Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000

Work: (623) 236-7507

Your Wildlife is the
Heritage Fund's Legacy

Making a Difference for Conservation

Sign up for AZGFEFD eNews and receive the latest news and information on wildlife issues and events, outdoor
tips, education programs, regulations, and more. http://www.azgfil.gov/eservices/subscribe.shtml

From: Raul Vega

Sent: Monday, October 01, 2012 12:53 PM
To: Lecnard Ordway; Eric Gardner
Subject: FW: Photo comparison

Tim Snow put these photos together to give us a better perspective reference the size of this cat. These photos are alt
about the same scale so please analyze and let me know what you think. As Tim mentioned below we're still leaning

toward jag and not ocelot.

Raul

From: Tim Snow

Sent: Monday, October 01, 2012 11:31 AM
To: Raul Vega

Cc: Eric Gardner

Subject: Photo comparison

Raul - Here are the photos of bobcat, mountain lion, and spotted cat side by side and roughly the same scale. I'm stili

leaning toward jag and not ocelot,
1



-- Tirn

Tim K. Snow

Region V Nongarme Specialist
555 N. Greasewood Road
Tucson, AZ 85745

(520} 388-4449

Sign up for AZGFD eNews - Wildiife news, fishing reports, hunting tips, and more!
Learn more about Fishing and Hunting in AZ or Get Your Licenses Online




Eric Gardner

From: Raul Vega

Sent: Monday, October 01, 2012 5:00 PM
To: Eric Gardner

Cc: Leonard Ordway; Tim Snow
Subject: RE: Photo comparison

Eric,

Earlier | contacted Jim Upchurch Forest Supervisor and advise him of jaguar photo etc. | think the other questions you
had below have been answered during our conference call, but if not just let me know.

Thx

RV

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Monday, October 01, 2012 3:06 PM
To: Raul Vega

Subject: RE: Photo comparison

Raul - you can contact the FS. Will you tell me when itis donie please? Should keep the location as general as possible
for now. How ohvious is the location based on th 1t the photo? Are there a lot of thase in the Santa Ritas or

only a few?

Thanks,

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chicef

Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 W. Carefree Highway

Phocnix, AZ 85086-5000

Work: (623) 236-7507

Your Wildlife is the
Heritage Fund's Legacy

Making a Difference for Conservation

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the latest news and information on wildlife issues and events, outdoor
tips, education programs, regulations, and more. http://www.azgfd.gov/eservices/subscribe.shtml

From: Raul Vega

Sent: Monday, October 01, 2012 12:53 PM
To: Leonard Qrdway; Eric Gardner
Subject: FW: Photo comparison

Tim Snow put these photos together to give us a better perspective reference the size of this cat. These photos are all
about the same scale so please analyze and let me know what you think. As Tim mentioned below we're still leaning
toward jag and not ocelot.



Raut

From: Tim Snow

Sent: Monday, October 01, 2012 11:31 AM
To: Raul Vega

Cc: Eric Gardner

Subject: Photo comparison

Raul — Here are the photos of bobcat, mountain lion, and spotted cat side by side and roughly the same scale. I'm still
leaning toward jag and not ocelot.

--Tim

Tim K. Snow

Region V Nongame Specialist
555 N. Greasewood Road
Tucson, AZ 85745

(520} 388-4449

Sign up for AZGFD eNews - Wildlife news, fishing reports, hunting tips, and more!
Learn more about Fishing and Hunting in AZ or Get Your Licenses Online




James Driscoll

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Monday, October 01, 2012 5:03 PM

To: Leadership Team

Subject: Spotted cat sighting

Attachments: JaguarQOcelot Directives 2010.08.17.PDF

Leadership Team,

This email is to advise you that we have what appears to be a credible sighting of an endangered spotted cat southeast
of Tucson. The trail camera photo, submitted by a sportsman, was taken on 9/23/12 and includes only the taii, a small
portion of a hind quarter, and one leg of the animal. It is being analyzed to determine if the species can be identified.
General consensus is that it is either a jaguar or an ocelot; we have not positively determined which at this point.

Although the photo is now a week old, this is a reminder that you may have actions to take or decisions to make that
must take into consideration the sighting in accordance with our Jaguar and Oceiot Directive (attached). If you are
concerned that of your activities could be impacted and need to know a more precise location, please contact me, Larry
Riley, or Raul Vega for additional locational data. A press release is being prepared.

Note, per the Directive, | have contacted the USFWS (Steve spangle and Jean Calhoun) and APHIS {verbal conversation
with Dave Bergman). Raul Vega has contacted the Forest Service.

Eric Gardner

Nongame Braach Chicf

Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 W, Carefree Highw ay

Phocenix, AZ 85086-3000

Work: (623) 236-7507

Your Wildlife is the
Heritage Fund's Legacy

Making a Difference for Conser:ation

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the Jatest news and information on wildlife issues and events. outdoor
tips, education programs, regulations, and more. http://www.azgfd. gov/eservices/subscribe.shtml




ARIZONA GAME AND FISH DEPARTMENT
INTEROFFICE MEMO

TO: Departmjnt Employees
FROM: Lar . Voyles, Director
SUBJECT: Directives Providing Guidance for Management Activities in the Jaguar

and Ocelot Areas of Capture Concern
DATE: August 17, 2610

Directives and Guidance Being Replaced: On October 14, 2009, [ issued a directive regarding
temporary guidance for management activities in the Jaguar Conservation Emphasis Area. That
guidance also reaffirmed previous guidance (February 19, April 1 and July 24, 2009) regarding:
trapping; use of jaguar-derived scents; and other research and management activities in the
Jaguar Conservation Emphasis Arca. On May 5, 2010, I issued a similar directive regarding
temporary guidance for management activities and ocelots, asking that the Jjaguar directive be
applied for activities that could involve ocelot within the Ocelot Review Area. Those directives
and the Jaguar Conservation Emphasis Area and Ocelot Review Area have now been superseded
by this directive and the AOCCs therein, in accordance with the Departiment’s recently-amended
ESA Section 10(a)(1)(A) Research and Recovery Permit from USFWS.

New Directive and Guidance:

This directive replaces the earlier directives described above. It remains in effect unless formally
revoked, superseded or extended as described in the tasks below. The areas of primary concern
regarding this directive are identified on the attached maps of jaguar and ocelot Areas of Capture
Concern (AOCC).

On June 14, 2010, the Department was issued an amended ESA Section 10(a)(1)(A) Research
and Recovery Permit that authorizes some of the activities included in the directives mentioned
above and identifies the two AOCCs. To ensure that our activities are congruent with our current
federal Section 10 permit and our companion Section 6 work plan, [ am issuing this directive
concerning activities by any and all employees conducting or authorizing activities in the
AOCCs.

I have summarized in the following table the actions of Department employees in the AOCCs,
the directive to be followed, and the Department employee(s) entrusted to verify that the
directives are being implemented correctly.

As with all directives, it is essential that staff recognize their individual and supervisory
responsibilities to ensure the direction provided is thoroughly communicated, understood and
implemented. Certain employees with programmatic links or area specific activities will be
expected to verify that they have received these directives and have read and understood them.



Directives Providing Guidance for Management Activities in the Jaguar and Ocelot AQOCCs

August 17, 2010
2

Action: Actions by fixed wing or rotary aircraft

Action Directive Process Owner
Acerial Take of Ensure that any future documents from the AGFD B. Wakeling,
Coyotes by Director authorizing Wildlife Services aerial take of Game Branch
APHIS Wildlife | coyotes in the AOCCs include a statement affirming that

Services authorization is contingent upon Wildlife Services having

a permit from USFWS for incidental take of federally
listed wildlife that could be affected during such activities,
including jaguar, Mexican wolf and ocelot.

Aerial Survey
and Aerial
Support
Operations by
the Department

Amend aerial survey protocols such that, if a jaguar or
ocelot is observed during an aerial wildlife survey
conducted or authorized by the Depaitment in the
AOCCs, flight altitude shall immediately but safely be
increased sufficiently to avoid disturbance of the jaguar or
ocelot. The flight path and survey block shall then be
abandoned or the grid shall be reinitiated at least ¥4 mile
from the jaguar or ocelot detection point. For 48 hours
following the sighting, survey flight paths shall not come
within % mile of the detection point. Distribute to Wildlife
Managers, Field Supervisors, Game Specialists, Pilots and
Contract Pilots,

B. Wakeling,
Game Branch

Water Catchment
Monitoring
Flights

Flights to monitor water catchments shall be treated in the
same fashion as aerial wildlife surveys. Amend water
catchment monitoring flight protocols for the AOCCs and
distribute to Wildlife Managers, Field Supervisors, Game
Specialists, Development Branch Chief, Pilots, and
Contract Pilots.

R. Vega,
Region V, R.
Lucas, Region
VI, and S.
Adams, Field
Operations
Coordinator

Rotary Aircraft
Water Hauling
Flights

Flights to fly water into water catchments shall be treated
in the same fashion as aerial wildlife surveys. Amend
rotary aircraft water hauling flight protocols for the
AQCCs and distribute to Wildlife Managers, Field
Supervisors, Game Specialists, affected Development
Branch employees, Pilots, and Contract Pilots.

M. Weise,
Development
Branch

Aerial Wildlife
Capture
Operations
{except for Wolf
- See Wolf
related directives
below)

Amend wildlife capture operation plans for the AOCCs
such that, if a jaguar or ocelot is observed in the course of
an aerial wildlife capture attempt, the capture attempt
shall be abandoned immediately but safely unless the
aircraft is pursuing an animal that is entangled in a capture
net or currently under the effects of an administered
tranquilizing or sedating drug. In these instances, care for
the target animal is important and shall be dealt with in
the most expedient fashion and then the area within '
mile of the detection point shall be abandoned as quickly
as possible for at least 48 hours following the sighting,
Distribute to Wildlife Managers, Field Supervisors, Game

B. Wakeling,
Game Branch




Directives Providing Guidance for Management Activities in the Jaguar and Ocelot AQCCs

August 17,2010
3

Specialists, Research Branch Chief, Pilots and Contract
Pilots,

Support for
Development
Activities (may
include
transportation of
personnel,
equipment,
materials, or
sling load
operations)

As a standard requirement for aerial support activities in
the AOCCs, if a jaguar or ocelot is observed during a
support flight, the flight path shall be adjusted as quickly
as safely feasible to an altitude or flight path where there
is no visible disturbance of the jaguar or ocelot, or the
flight shall be abandoned as soon as safely feasible to do
so. Flight adjustments to jaguar or ocelot detections that
occur during a sling load operation shall first consider
safety of pilot, passengers, and aircraft, but load
deposition and flight alteration need to occur as quickly as
possible thereafter. Personnel shall not be abandoned in an
unsafe location, and aerial relocation of personnel may be
necessary. If flight paths can be modified to avoid the
detection point by at least ' mile, activities may continue
immediately. Subsequent flight paths over the point of
detection shall be avoided for at least 48 hours. If unable
to avoid the detection point spatially, a temporal
avoidance of at least 1 hour may be used to minimize the
likelihood of further disturbance, after which the fewest
practical flights may be used to secure the site and remove
personnel. Flight paths shall not be modified in a manner
that would endanger the aircraft or passengers. Notice all
FOD, FOAV, WMD and SSDV employees and Contract
Pilots.

M. Weise,
Development
Branch

Action

Directive

Process Owner

Conducting
Flights for
Telemetry

Some animal tracking devices require use of ajrcraft to
detect and obtain a precise fix of transmitter location. If a
jaguar or ocelot is observed during an aerial telemetry
flight that is being conducted or which is authorized by
the Department, the pilot shall immediately but safely
abandon attempts to obtain a fix on a radio collar if the
aircraft is below 2500 feet above ground level and within
“2 mile of the detection point. If data recovery can occur
from 2500 feet above ground level or higher, or more than
Y2 mile away from the detection point, operations may
resume immediately. Subsequent flight paths below 2500
feet above ground level shall not pass within ! mile of the
detection point for at least 48 hours.

(1) This directive will be incorporated as a standard
condition in any research study plan {or post-
transplant or post-release monitoring plan or research
plans) initiated by Research Branch that involves
radio telemetry monitoring flights in the AOCCs,

{1)C. O’Brien,
Research
Branch
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2)

)

(4)

(%)

addressed in any E.A. Checklist for such a plan, and
all Research Branch employees shall be notified of
this requirement.

This directive will be incorporated as a condition in
any management work plan (including post-transplant
and post-release monitoring plans) initiated by Game
Branch that involves radio telemetry monitoring
flights in the AOCCs, addressed in any E.A.
Checklist for such a plan, and all Game Branch
employees shall be notified of this requirement.

This directive will be incorporated as a condition in
any management work plan (or post transplant or
post-release monitoring plan) initiated by Nongame
Branch that involves radio telemetry monitoring
flights in the AOCCs, addressed in any E.A.
Checklist for such a plan, and all Nongame Branch
employees shall be notified of this requirement,

This directive will be incorporated as a condition in
any management work plan (or post-transplant or
post-release monitoring plan or research study plans)
initiated by FOD that involves radio telemetry
monitoring flights in the AOCCs, addressed in any
E.A. Checklist for such a plan, and all FOD
employees shall be notified of this requirement.

All Habitat Branch employees will be notified that the
above directives must be a condition in any
management work plan (or post-transplant or post-
release monitoring plan or research study plan) that
involves radio telemetry monitoring flights in the
AOCCs and that any E.A. Checklist or other
NEPA/ESA-compliance document for such a plan
must appropriately reflect consideration of that
requirement. Habitat Program staff should ensure that
the issue of jaguar or ocelot encounters is raised in
scoping for NEPA compliance by other action
entities.

(2)B. Wakeling,
Game Branch

(3)E. Gardner,
Nongame
Branch

(4)S. Adams,
Field
Operations
Coordinator; R.
Vega, Region V
and R. Lucas,
Region VI

(5)). Avey,
Habitat Branch

Action: Issuance of Wildlife Service Licenses (pursuant to R12-4-42 1)

Action

Directive

Process Owner

Issuing Wildlife
Service Licenses

The Department shall pot authorize Wildlife Service
Licensees to use the following methods of take within the

AOCCs: (a) steel or off-set jaw foothold traps (e.g., only

padded jaw traps are allowable); (b) padded jaw foothold

R. Vega,
Region V

R. Lucas,
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traps that are larger than a #3N Victor; (c) foothold snares
of sufficient size to capture an animal larger than a
coyote; and (d) neck snares of any type, unless the
Wildlife Service Licensee has its own federal permit
providing take authorities for endangered species through
use of those techniques. Regions V and VI will include
the above restriction on methods take for Wildlife Service
Licenses within the AOCC.

Region VI

Action: Issuance of Scientific Collecting Permits (pursuant to R12-4-418)

Action Directive | Process Owner
Issuing Scientific | (1). When authorizing any of the following methods of (1)T. Jones,
Collecting take within the AOCCs: (a) padded jaw foothold traps that | Scientific
Permits are larger than a #3N Victor; (b) foothold snares of Collection

sufficient size to capture an animal larger than a coyote; Permit

(¢) neck snares of any type; and (d) use of dogs, the Administrator,

Department shail require in writing on the License and in | Nongame

a cover letter accompanying the License that the Licensee | Branch

is solely responsible for obtaining any concurrent federal

authorization that is required under federal law for

intentional or incidental take of federally regulated

species, including jaguar or ocelot, before the state (2) T. Jones,

authorized methods of take can be used, and that the state | Scientific

permit is invalid without the necessary federal Collection

authorizations required by federal law regarding the take | Permit

of any federally regulated wildlife. When issuing such a Administrator,

License, the Scientific Collecting Permits administrator Nongame

shall send an informational copy of the License and cover | Branch, E.

letter to the USFWS permits administrator in Gardner,

Albuquerque, New Mexico. Nongame

Branch,

(2) All SCP applications requesting to work with or that T. Johnson,

could potentially result in the take of a jaguar, ocelot or Jaguar and

wolf must be reviewed by the Nongame Branch Chiefand | Mexican Wolf

the Jaguar and Mexican Wolf Coordinator. Coordinator
Annual Letter The annual letter permit to Wildlife Services shall be E. Gardner,
Permit to APHIS | amended to state that Wildlife Services must comply with Nongame
Wildlife Services | the stipulations found within any current 10(a)}(1}(A) Branch

en Lieu of SCP

permit (Permit) held by the Departiment related to actions
that could result in take of jaguar or ocelot. The letter
shall state that any such take must be independently
covered by Wildlife Service’s own ESA authorization,

and the State authority granted by the letter is only valid if |

Wildlife Services follows the stipulations in the Permit.
When issuing such a letter permit, the Scientific
Collecting Permits administrator shall send an
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informational copy of the letter to the USFWS permits
administrator in Albuquerque, New Mexico.

Action: Mexican Wolf Interagency Field Team Activities.

Action Directive Process Owner
USFWS Wolf Actions taken pursuant to a Mexican Wolf Removal C. Bagnoli
Removal Orders | Order or Management Directive issued by USFWS must | AGFD
be covered by a USFWS issued permit or they will not be Interagency
undertaken by Department personnel. All risk of take of a | Field Team
jaguar or ocelot during such activities is assumed by Leader
USFWS as the permitting agency.
Mexican Wolf The Department shall adhere to the following stipulations | T. Johnson,
Reintroduction in Mexican Wolf Reintroduction Project SOPs o ensure Jaguar
SOP #1¢ avoidance of the possibility of creating an imminent threat | Conservation
of harm or the reasonable certainty of take of a jaguar or Lead, WMD
ocelot:
(1) 1f an exposed livestock or native ungulate carcass J. Cooley,
occurs sufficiently close to an IFT wolf trap-set that it | Region I
could be dragged by any scavenging animal to within
30 feet of the trap-set, before setting the trap(s) the C. Bagnoli,
[FT shall stake the carcass to prevent such movement. | AGFD
Interagency
(2) IFT wolf trap-sets within 10 miles of a jaguar or Field Team

ocelot occurrence that has been documented on non-
tribal lands within the MWEPA (Mexican Wolf
Experimental Population Area) within the previous six
months shall be monitored at least every three hours
(i.e. regardless of season, temperature, or weather
conditions}.

(3) Jaguar or ocelot-derived attractants shall not be used
in conjunction with IFT wolf trap-sets.

(4) If jaguar or ocelot occurrence is documented within
the MWEPA, the Department’s jaguar conservation
lead (a) shall immediately notify the Department’s [FT
Leader and the appropriate Regional Office(s) of the
date and location of the occurrence, and (b) shall
ensure that the Department’s IFT Leader possesses
and is familiar with any current jaguar handling
protocols approved by the Department.

(5) Before the IFT sets any wolf traps within 10 miles of a
Jaguar or ocelot occurrence that has been documented
on non-tribal lands within the MWEPA within the
previous six months, the Department’s IFT Leader
shall:

Leader (training
of IFT
members)
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(2) ensure that any IFT member who will be involved
in setting or monitoring those traps has training
certification in implementing any current
Department-approved jaguar and ocelot handling
protocols,

(b} notify the appropriate Regional Supervisor and
the Department’s jaguar conservation lead of the
intent to set such traps, and

(c) confirm with the Department’s jaguar
conservation lead the dates and locations of the
most recent jaguar or ocelot occurrence within the
MWEPA.

(6) Any IFT member who discovers a jaguar or ocelot in
an IFT wolf trap shall immediately contact or at least
attempt 1o contact the appropriate Regional Supervisor
and the Department’s jaguar conservation lead for
direction regarding the actions to be taken. If contact
with at least one of those individuals, or in their
absence an appropriate surrogate, is not possible
within one hour of discovering the jaguar or ocelot
(e.g. because of lack of telecommunication capability
or inability to reach an area in which
telecommunication service is available), the IFT
member shall anesthetize and release the animal in
accordance with the protocol referenced in the current
Department-Section 10(a)(1)(A) permit. The IFT
member shall then close all wolf traps set in the
capture area and travel to the nearest location at which
they can contact the appropriate Regional Supervisor
and the Department’s jaguar conservation lead for
direction regarding the next actions to take.

Action: Use of Traps to Capture Bears or Lions for Research

Action Directive Process Owner
Use of Traps for | All trapping for Department research projects in the C. O'Brien,
Bear and Lion AQCCs must adhere to the stipulations and obtain Research
Research applicable USFWS approval of research objectives as set | Branch

forth in the current Section 10(a){(1)(A} permit and must
have completed the AGFD E.A. Checklist process
pursuant to approval of the project. Ensure that all
Department employees and contractors conducting or
overseeing research activitics are aware of, and follow this
direction.
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Action: Use of Culvert Traps to Capture Nuisance Bears or Lions (including animals of
public safety concern)

Action Directive Process Owner

Use of Culvert [ssue direction to FOD Program Managers and field R. Vega,

Traps for personnel in Regions V and VI such that continued use of Region V

Nuisance Bears culvert traps to capture nuisance bears within the AQOCCs

and Lions is allowed, in accordance with a specific protocol that; (a) | R, Lucas,
prohibits use of culvert traps to capture nuisance mountain Region Vi

lions; (b) requires monitoring culvert traps at least every
24 hours; and (c) prohibits baiting culvert traps with
anything other than non-animal-derived materiais that can
reasonably be expected not to attract cats.

Action: Notification of Department Personnel Regarding New Jaguar and Ocelot

Occurrences
Action Directive Process Owner
Handling Any Department employee who observes a jaguar or T. Johnson,
Observations of | ocelot in the wild in Arizona or in New Mexico or in Jaguar
a Jaguar or an Mexico within 60 miles of the U.S.-Mexico International | Conservation
Ocelot Border, or who receives such a report from someone who Lead, WMD

is not an AGFD employee, shall immediately report the

observation to the Department’s jaguar conservation lead

and to the Nongame Specialist for the Region in which the

observation occurred. The Department’s jaguar

conservation lead shall inform the Director; Executive

Staff; all Regional Supervisors; the Development Branch

Chief; the FOD and WMD Coordinators; ail Branch

Chiefs in WMD; and the Information Branch Chief of

Jaguar and ocelot observations made by AGFD employees

or reported to AGFD employees.
Documenting, The Department'’s jaguar conservation lead shall be T. Johnson,
Communicating | responsible for ensuring and documenting that, within 48 | Jaguar
Observations of | hours of receiving documentation of a new jaguar or Conservation
a Jaguar or an ocelot occurrence in Arizona, he or she provides the Lead, WMD

Ocelot

specific location, date of occurrence, and any other
information on that occurrence to the: Wildlife
Management Division Coordinator; Nongame Branch
Chief; Research Branch Chief; Habitat Branch Chief,
Game Branch Chief; Information Branch Chief: Field
Operations Division Coordinator; the Regional
Supervisors, Wildlife Program Managers, and Nongame
Specialists in Regions V and VI; and the Department’s
Mexican Wolf IFT Leader.

Action: External Grants/Projects Sought or Supported

Action:

Directive

Process Owner

Grants/Projects
Sought

Any grants, contracts or cooperative projects sought out
by the Department shall be compliant with the above

R. Miller,
Funds/Planning
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directives as long as these directives remain in force. Manager
Action Directive Process Owner
Grants/Projects | Employees offering letters of support for proposals of All Employecs
Supported other workers external to the Department shall not support

activities that are in conflict with the above directives.

Action: Verificati

on and Periodic Review

Action

Directive

Process Owner

Verification and
Review

The following procedures shall be implemented to verify
compliance with any of the above directives:

(1} Within 60 days of the Director’s approval, the
Wildlife Management Division (WMD} Coordinator
and Field Operations Division (FOD) Coordinator
shall document for the WMD Assistant Director that
the work unit leaders, regional program lcads, and
other employees referenced in the approved
recommendations are familiar with and prepared to
discharge their assigned responsibilities for the current
Fiscal Year.

(2) Between June | and June 30 of each subsequent
calendar year, the WMD Coordinator and FOD
Coordinator shall document for the WMD and FOD
Assistant Directors that the work unit leaders, regional
program leads, and other employees referenced in the
approved recommendations are (a) familiar with and
prepared to discharge their assigned responsibilities
for the Fiscal Year beginning on July | of that year;
and (b) have appropriately discharged their assigned
responsibilities for the Fiscal Year ending on June 30,
Upon review of the responses, they shall make a joint
recommendation to the Director of proposed changes
to the directive, including a specific recommendation
as to whether the directive should remain in place as
is, be amended, be revoked or be extended.

(3) Within 30 days of restoration of the Department’s
ability to discuss jaguar conservation issues with
USFWS, the WMD Assistant Director and appropriate
staff shall initiate discussion with the USFWS Arizona
Field Supervisor to determine the need for refinement
or revision of any of the approved recommendations.

(1&2) L. Riley,
Coordinator,
WMD

(1&2) S.
Adams,
Coordinator,
FOD

{3) M. Senn,
Assistant
Director, WMD

Action; Development and Review of Environmental Assessment Checklists

Action

Directive

Process Owner

Development of
EACs

(1) All EACs shall determine if the project falls within
either the jaguar or ocelot AOCC or within the wolf 10j

(1)J. Avey,
Habitat Branch
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i area, and the EAC shall include sufficient language for
any reviewer to understand the connection of the project
to these areas. Such language shall include a reference to
the most recent Directive providing guidance for (2)E. Gardner,
management activities in the jaguar and ocelot Areas of Nongame
Capture Concern. Branch

(2) Any EAC determined by the Nongame Branch Chief
during his or her review to possibly involve take of a
jaguar, ocelot or wolf shall be provided to the Jaguar and
Mexican Wolf Coordinator for his or her review.

LDV:MS:eg

cc: Bob Broscheid, Deputy Director
Gary R. Hovatter, Deputy Director
Jim Odenkirk, Assistant Attorney General
Linda Pollock, Assistant Attorncy General
Richard Miller, Funds and Planning Manager
Mike Scnn, Assistant Director, Wildlife Management Division
Eric Gardner, Chief, Nongame Branch
Brian Wakeling, Chief, Game Branch
Chantal O’Brien, Chicf, Research Branch
Terry B. Johnson, Endangered Species Coordinator
Josh Avey, Chief, Habitat Branch
Leonard Ordway, Assistant Director, Field Operations Division
Jon Cooley, Regional Supervisor, Pinetop
Chris Bagnoli, Wolf IFT Lead, Pinetop
Raul Vega, Regional Supervisor, Tucson
Rod Lucas, Regional Supervisor, Mesa
Sharon Adams, Coordinator, Field Operations Division
John Bullington, Assistant Director, Special Services Division
Mark Weise, Chief, Development Branch
Ty Gray, Assistant Director, Information and Education Division
Bob Miles, Chief, Information Branch
Larry Riley, Coordinator, Wildlife Management Division




Eric Gardner

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Monday, October 01, 2012 5:06 PM

To: Terry Johnson

Subject: FW: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

Attachments: SUNPQO163.JPG; SUNP0271.JPG; SUNP0043.JPG; Jag map.JPG; Santa Rita Sept 2012
Comparison.jpg

Hi Terry,

Trail camera photos ~ spotted cat on 9/23/12. Photo 271. Care to weigh in on the species ID? Note, we are only stating
“SE of Tucson” and not releasing the photographer’s name....

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief

Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 W. Carcfree Highway

Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000

Work: (623) 236-7507

Your Wildiife is the
Heritage Fund's Legacy

Making a Difference for Conservation

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the latest news and information on wildlife issues and cvents, outdoor
tips, education programs, regulations, and more. hitp://www.azgtd.gov/eservices/subscribe.shtml

This email includes the jag picture, a licn and bobcat for scale and a map of the location

Here are multiple pictures from a personal trail camera I had out during the August bear season. The possible jaguar is
in one of the night pictures, on the far right. There is not a lot to see, but it has obvious rosettes and looks very
large. The only other possibility is that it could be an ocelot, but I think its way to large to be one.



James Driscoll

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Monday, October 01, 2012 5:06 PM

To: . WMNG; Lynda Lambert; Tom Cadden
Cc: Tim Snow

Subject: FW: Spotted cat sighting

Attachments: JaguarQcelot Directives 2010.08.17.PDF
FYI

Eric Gurdner

Nongame Branch Chief

Arizona Game and Fisa Department
5000 W. Carcetree tighway

Phoenix, AZ 83086-5000

Work: (623) 236-7507

Your Wildlife is the
Heritage Fund's Legacy

Making a Cifference for Conser:ation

Sign up for AZGEFD eNews and receive the latest news and information on wildlife issues and events, outdoor
tips, education programs, regulations, and more. http://www.azgtd.cov/eservices/subscribe.shtml

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Monday, October 01, 2012 5:03 PM
To: Leadership Team

Subject: Spotted cat sighting

Leadership Team,

This email is to advise you that we have what appears to be a credible sighting of an endangered spotted cat southeast
of Tucson. The trail camera photo, submitted by a sportsman, was taken on 9/23/12 and includes only the tail, a small
portion of a hind guarter, and one leg of the animal. It is being analyzed to determine if the species can be identified.
General consensus is that it is either a jaguar or an ocelot; we have not positively determined which at this point.

Aithough the photo is now a week old, this is a reminder that you may have actions to take or decisions to make that
must take into consideration the sighting in accordance with our Jaguar and Ocelot Directive (attached). If you are
concerned that of your activities could be impacted and need to know a more precise location, please contact me, Larry
Riley, or Raul Vega for additional locational data. A press release is being prepared.

Note, per the Directive, | have contacted the USFWS (Steve spangle and Jean Calhoun) and APHIS (verbal conversation
with Dave Bergman). Raul Vega has contacted the Forest Service.

Eric Gardner
Nongame Branch Chief
Arizona Game and Fish Department



5000 W. Carefree Highway
Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000
Work: (623) 236-7507

Your Wildlife is the
Heritage Fund's Legacy

Making a Difference for Conservation

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the latest news and information on wildlife issues and events, outdoor
tips, education programs, regulations, and more. http.//www.azgfd.gov/eservices/subscribe. shtml




ARIZONA GAME AND FISH DEPARTMENT
INTEROFFICE MEMO

TO: Departmjnt Employees
FROM: Lat . Voyles, Director
SUBJECT: Directives Providing Guidance for Management Activities in the Jaguar

and Ocelot Areas of Capture Concern
DATE: August 17, 2010

Directives and Guidance Being Replaced: On October 14, 2009, | issued a directive regarding
temporary guidance for management activities in the Jaguar Conservation Emphasis Area. That
guidance also reaffirmed previous guidance (February 19, April 1 and J uly 24, 2009) regarding:
trapping, use of jaguar-derived scents; and other research and management activities in the
Jaguar Conservation Emphasis Area. On May 5, 2010, [ issued a similar directive regarding
temporary guidance for management activities and ocelots, asking that the jaguar directive be
applied for activities that could involve ocelot within the Ocelot Review Area. Those directives
and the Jaguar Conservation Emphasis Area and Ocelot Review Area have now been superseded
by this directive and the AOCCs therein, in accordance with the Department’s recently-amended
ESA Section 10(a)(1)(A) Research and Recovery Permit from USFWS.

New Directive and Guidance:

This directive replaces the earlier directives described above. It remains in effect unless formally
revoked, superseded or extended as described in the tasks below. The areas of primary concern
regarding this directive are identificd on the attached maps of jaguar and ocelot Areas of Capture
Concern (AOCC).

On June 14, 2010, the Department was issued an amended ESA Section 10(a)(1)(A) Research
and Recovery Permit that authorizes some of the activities included in the directives mentioned
above and identifies the two AOCCs. To ensure that our activities are congruent with our current
federal Section 10 permit and our companion Section 6 work plan, I am issuing this directive
concerning activities by any and all employees conducting or authorizing activities in the
AQCCs.

! have summarized in the following table the actions of Department employees in the AOCCs,
the directive to be followed, and the Department employee(s) entrusted to verify that the
directives are being implemented correctly.

As with all directives, it is essential that staff recognize their individual and supervisory
responsibilities to ensure the direction provided is thoroughly communicated, understood and
implemented. Certain employees with programmatic links or area specific activities will be
expected to verify that they have received these directives and have read and understood them.
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Action: Actions by

fixed wing or rotary aircraft

Action Directive Process Owner
Aerial Take of Ensure that any future documents from the AGFD B. Wakeling,
Coyotes by Director authorizing Wildlife Services aerial 1ake of Game Branch
APHIS Wildlife | coyotes in the AOCCs include a statement affirming that

Services authorization is contingent upon Wiidlife Services having

a permit from USFWS for incidental take of federally
listed wildlife that could be affected during such activities,
including jaguar, Mexican wolf and ocelot.

Aerial Survey
and Aerial
Support
Operations by
the Department

Amend aerial survey protocols such that, if a jaguar or
ocelot is observed during an aerial wildlife survey
conducted or authorized by the Department in the
AOCCs, flight altitude shall immediately but safely be
increased sufficiently to avoid disturbance of the jaguar or
ocelot. The flight path and survey block shall then be
abandoned or the grid shall be reinitiated at least % mile
from the jaguar or ocelot detection point. For 48 hours
following the sighting, survey flight paths shall not come
within /4 mile of the detection point. Distribute to Wildlife
Managers, Field Supervisors, Game Specialists, Pilots and
Contract Pilots,

B. Wakeling,
Game Branch

Water Catchment | Flights to monitor water catchments shall be treated in the | R, Vega,
Monitoring same fashion as aerial wildlife surveys. Amend water Region V, R,
Flights catchment monitoring flight protocols for the AOCCs and | Lucas, Region
distribute to Wildlife Managers, Field Supervisors, Game | VI, and S.
Specialists, Development Branch Chief, Pilots, and Adams, Field
Contract Pilots. Operations
Coordinator
Rotary Aircraft | Flights to fly water into water catchments shall be treated | M. Weise,
Water Hauling in the same fashion as aerfal wildlife surveys. Amend Development
Flights rotary aircraft water hauling flight protocols for the Branch

AOCCs and distribute to Wildlife Managers, Field
Supervisors, Game Specialists, affected Development
Branch employees, Pilots, and Contract Pilots.

Aerial Wildlife
Capture
Operations
(except for Wolf
— See Wolf
related directives
below)

Amend wildlife capture operation plans for the AOCCs
such that, if a jaguar or ocelot is observed in the course of
an aerial wildlife capture attempt, the capture attempt
shall be abandoned immediately but safely unless the
aircraft is pursuing an animal that is entangled in a capture
net or currently under the effects of an administered
tranquilizing or sedating drug. In these instances, care for
the target animal is important and shall be dealt with in
the most expedient fashion and then the area within %
mile of the detection point shall be abandoned as quickly
as possible for at least 48 hours following the sighting.
Distribute to Wildlife Managers, Field Supervisors, Game

B. Wakeling,
Game Branch
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Specialists, Research Branch Chief, Pilots and Contract
Pilots.

Support for
Development
Activities (may
include
transportation of
personnel,
equipment,
materials, or
sling load
operations)

As a standard requirement for aerial support activities in
the AOCCs, if a jaguar or ocelot is observed during a
support flight, the flight path shall be adjusted as quickly
as safely feasible to an altitude or flight path where there
is no visible disturbance of the jaguar or ocelot, or the
flight shall be abandoned as soon as safely feasible to do
so. Flight adjustments 1o jaguar or ocelot detections that
occur during a sling load operation shall first consider
safety of pilot, passengers, and aircraft, but toad
deposition and flight alteration need to occur as quick y as
possible thereafter. Personnel shall not be abandoned in an
unsafe location, and aerial relocation of personnel may be
necessary. If flight paths can be modified to avoid the
detection point by at least /2 mile, activitics may continue
immediately. Subsequent flight paths over the point of
detection shall be avoided for at least 48 hours. If unable
to avoid the detection point spatially, a temporal
avoidance of at least 1 hour may be used to minimize the
likelihood of further disturbance, after which the fewest
practical flights may be used to secure the site and remove
personnel. Flight paths shall not be modified in a manner
that would endanger the aircraft or passengers. Notice all
FOD, FOAV, WMD and SSDV employees and Contract
Pilots.

M. Weise,
Development
Branch

Action

Directive

Process Owner

Conducting
Flights for
Telemetry

Some animal tracking devices require use of aircraft to
detect and obtain a precise fix of transmitter location. 1f a
jaguar or ocelot is observed during an aerial telemetry
flight that is being conducted or which is authorized by
the Department, the pilot shall immediately but safely
abandon attempts to obtain a fix on a radio collar if the
aircraft is below 2500 feet above ground level and within
Y2 mile of the detection point. If data recovery can occur
from 2500 feet above ground level or higher, or more than
Y2 mile away from the detection point, operations may
resume immediately. Subsequent flight paths below 2500
feet above ground level shall not pass within % mile of the
detection point for at least 48 hours.

(1) This directive will be incorporated as a standard
condition in any research study plan (or post-
transplant or post-release monitoring plan or research
plans) initiated by Research Branch that involves
radio telemetry monitoring flights in the AOCCs,

(1)C. O’Brien,
Research
Branch
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(3)

(4)

(5)

addressed in any E.A. Checklist for such a plan, and
all Research Branch employees shall be notified of
this requirement.

This directive will be incorporated as a condition in
any management work plan (including post-transplant
and post-release monitoring plans) initiated by Game
Branch that involves radio telemetry monitoring
flights in the AOCCs, addressed in any E.A.
Checklist for such a plan, and all Game Branch
employees shall be notified of this requirement.

This directive will be incorporated as a condition in
any management work plan (or post transplant or
post-release monitoring plan) initiated by Nongame
Branch that involves radio telemetry monitoring
flights in the AOCCs, addressed in any E.A.
Checklist for such a plan, and all Nongame Branch
employees shall be notified of this requirement.

This directive will be incorporated as a condition in
any management work plan (or post-transplant or
post-release monitoring plan or research study plans)
initiated by FOD that involves radio telemetry
monitoring flights in the AOCCs, addressed in any
E.A. Checklist for such a plan, and all FOD
employees shall be notified of this requirement.

All Habitat Branch employees will be notified that the
above directives must be a condition in any
management work plan (or post-transplant or post-
release monitoring plan or research study plan) that
involves radio telemetry monitoring flights in the
AOCCs and that any E.A. Checklist or other
NEPA/ESA-compliance document for such a plan
must appropriately reflect consideration of that
requirement. Habitat Program staff should ensure that
the issue of jaguar or ocelot encounters is raised in
scoping for NEPA compliance by other action
entities,

(2)B. Wakeling,
Game Branch

(3)E. Gardner,
Nongame
Branch

(4)S. Adams,
Field
Operations
Coordinator; R,
Vega, Region V
and R. Lucas,
Region VI

(3)]. Avey,
Habitat Branch

| Action: Issuance of Wildlife Service Licenses (pursuant to R1 2-4-421)

Action Directive Process Owner
Issuing Wildlife | The Department shall not authorize Wildlife Service R. Vega,
Service Licenses | Licensees to use the following methods of take within the | Region V
AOQOCC:s: (a) steel or off-set jaw foothold traps {e.g., only
padded jaw traps are allowable); (b) padded jaw foothold | R. Lucas,
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traps that are larger than a #3N Victor; (c) foothold snares
of sufficient size to capture an animal larger than a
coyote, and (d) neck snares of any type, unless the
Wildlife Service Licensee has its own federal permit
providing take authorities for endangered species through
use of those techniques. Regions V and VI will include
the above restriction on methods take for Wildlife Service
Licenses within the AQCC.

Region VI

Action: Issuance of Scientific Collecting Permits (pursuant to R12-4-4 | 8)

Action Directive Process Owner
Issuing Scientific | (1). When authorizing any of the following methods of (1)T. Jones,
Collecting take within the AOCCs: (a) padded jaw foothold traps that | Scientific
Permits are larger than a #3N Victor; (b) foothold snares of Collection
sufficient size to capture an animal larger than a coyote; Permit
{c) neck snares of any type; and (d) use of dogs, the Administrator,
Department shall require in writing on the License and in | Nongame
a cover letter accompanying the License that the Licensee | Branch

is solely responsible for obtaining any concurrent federal
authorization that is required under federal law for
intentional or incidental take of federally regulated
species, including jaguar or ocelot, before the state
authorized methods of take can be used, and that the state
permit is invalid without the necessary federal
authorizations required by federal law regarding the take
of any federally regulated wildlife. When issuing such a
License, the Scientific Collecting Permits administrator
shall send an informational copy of the License and cover
letter to the USFWS permits administrator in
Albuquerque, New Mexico.

(2) All SCP applications requesting to work with or that
could potentially result in the take of a jaguar, ocelot or
wolf must be reviewed by the Nongame Branch Chief and
the Jaguar and Mexican Wolf Coordinator.

(2) T. Jones,
Scientific
Collection
Permit
Administrator,
Nongame
Branch, E.
Gardner,
Nongame
Branch,

T. Johnson,
Jaguar and
Mexican Wolf
Coordinator

Annual Letter
Permit to APHIS
Wildlife Services
en Lieu of SCP

The annual letter permit to Wildlife Services shall be
amended to state that Wildlife Services must comply with
the stipulations found within any current 10(a}(1)(A)
permit (Permit) held by the Department related to actions
that could result in take of jaguar or ocelot. The letter
shall state that any such take must be independentty
covered by Wildlife Service’s own ESA authorization,
and the State authority granted by the letter is only valid if
Wildlife Services follows the stipulations in the Permit.
When issuing such a letter permit, the Scientific
Collecting Permits administrator shall send an

E. Gardner,
Nongame
Branch
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informational copy of the letter to the USFWS permits
administrator in Albuquerque, New Mexico.

Action: Mexican Wolf Interagency Field Team Activities.

Action Directive Process Owner
USFWS Wolf Actions taken pursuant to a Mexican Wolf Removal C. Bagnoli
Removal Orders | Order or Management Directive issued by USFWS must | AGFD

be covered by a USFWS issued permit or they will not be Interagency

undertaken by Department personnel. All risk of take of a | Field Team

Jaguar or ocelot during such activities is assumed by Leader

USFWS as the permitting agency.

Mexican Wolf The Department shall adhere to the following stipulations | T. Johnson,

Reintroduction in Mexican Wolf Reintroduction Project SOPs to ensure Jaguar

SOP #10 avoidance of the possibility of creating an imminent threat | Conservation
of harm or the reasonable certainty of take of a jaguaror | Lead, WMD
ocelot:

(1) If an exposed livestock or native ungulate carcass J. Cooley,
occurs sufficiently close to an IFT wolf trap-set that it Region |
could be dragged by any scavenging animal to within
30 feet of the trap-set, before setting the trap(s) the C. Bagnoli,
[FT shall stake the carcass to prevent such movement. | AGFD

Interagency

(2) IFT wolf trap-sets within 10 miles of a jaguar or Field Team

ocelot occurrence that has been documented on non-
tribal lands within the MWEPA (Mexican Wolf
Experimental Population Area) within the previous six
months shall be monitored at least every three hours
(i.e. regardless of season, temperature, or weather
conditions),

(3) Jaguar or ocelot-derived attractants shall not be used
in conjunction with [FT wolf trap-sets.

(4) If jaguar or ocelot occurrence is documented within
the MWEPA, the Department’s jaguar conservation
lead (a) shall immediately notify the Department’s IFT
Leader and the appropriate Regional Office(s) of the
date and location of the occurrence, and (b) shall
ensure that the Department’s IFT Leader possesses
and is familiar with any current jaguar handling
protocols approved by the Department,

(5) Before the IFT sets any wolf traps within 10 miles of a
Jaguar or ocelot occurrence that has been documented
on non-tribal lands within the MWEPA within the
previous six months, the Department’s IFT Leader
shall:

Leader (training
of IFT
members)
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(6) Any IFT member who discovers a jaguar or ocelot in

(a) ensure that any IFT member who will be involved
in setting or monitoring those traps has tratning
certification in implementing any current
Department-approved jaguar and ocelot handling
protocols,

(b) notify the appropriate Regional Supervisor and
the Department’s jaguar conservation lead of the
intent to set such traps, and

(c) confirm with the Department’s jaguar
conservation lead the dates and locations of the
most recent jaguar or ocelot occurrence within the
MWEPA.

an IFT wolf trap shall immediately contact or at least
attempt to contact the appropriate Regional Supervisor
and the Department’s jaguar conservation lead for
direction regarding the actions 1o be taken. If contact
with at least one of those individuals, or in their
absence an appropriate surrogate, is not possible
within one hour of discovering the jaguar or ocelot
(e.g. because of lack of telecommunication capability
or inability to reach an area in which
telecommunication service is available), the IFT
member shall anesthetize and release the animal in
accordance with the protocol referenced in the current
Department-Section 10(a)(1)(A) permit. The [FT
member shall then close all wolf traps set in the
capture area and travel to the nearest location at which
they can contact the appropriate Regional Supervisor
and the Department’s jaguar conservation lead for
direction regarding the next actions to take.

Action: Use of Traps to Capture Bears or Lions for Research

Action Directive Process Owner
Use of Traps for | All trapping for Department research projects in the C. O’'Brien,
Bear and Lion AOCCs must adhere to the stipulations and obtain Research
Research applicable USFWS approval of research objectives as set | Branch

forth in the current Section 10(a)(1){A) permit and must
have completed the AGFD E.A. Checklist process
pursuant to approval of the project. Ensure that all
Department employees and contractors conducting or
overseeing research activities are aware of, and follow this
direction.
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Action: Use of Culvert Traps to Capture Nuisance Bears or Lions

public safety concern)

(including animals of

Action Directive Process Owner

Use of Culvert Issue direction to FOD Program Managers and field R. Vega,

Traps for personnel in Regions V and VI such that continued use of Region V

Nuisance Bears | culvert traps to capture nuisance bears within the AOCCs

and Lions is allowed, in accordance with a specific protocol that: (a) | R, Lucas,
prohibits use of culvert traps to capture nuisance mountain Region VI

lions; (b) requires monitoring culvert traps at least every
24 hours; and (c) prohibits baiting culvert traps with
anything other than non-animal-derived materials that can
reasonably be expected not to attract cats.

Action: Notificati

on of Department Personnel Regarding New Jdaguar and Occlot

Occurrences
Action Directive Process Owner
Handling Any Department employee who observes a jaguar or T. Johnson,
Observations of | ocelot in the wild in Arizona or in New Mexico or in Jaguar
a Jaguar or an Mexico within 60 miles of the U.S.-Mexico International | Conservation
Ocelot Border, or who receives such a report from someone who Lead, WMD

is not an AGFD employee, shali immediately report the

observation to the Depariment’s jaguar conservation lead

and to the Nongame Specialist for the Region in which the

observation occurred. The Department’s jaguar

conservation lead shall inform the Director; Executive

Staff; all Regional Supervisors; the Development Branch

Chief; the FOD and WMD Coordinators; all Branch

Chiefs in WMD; and the Information Branch Chief of

Jjaguar and ocelot observations made by AGFD employees

or reported to AGFD employees.
Documenting, The Department’s jaguar conservation lead shall be T. Johnson,
Communicating | responsible for ensuring and documenting that, within 48 Jaguar
Observations of | hours of receiving documentation of a new jaguar or Conservation
a Jaguar or an ocelot occurrence in Arizona, he or she provides the Lead, WMD

Ocelot

specific location, date of occurrence, and any other
information on that occurrence to the: Wildlife
Management Division Coordinator; Nongame Branch
Chief; Research Branch Chief: Habitat Branch Chief,
Game Branch Chief; Information Branch Chief; Field
Operations Division Coordinator; the Regional
Supervisors, Wildlife Program Managers, and Nongame
Specialists in Regions V and VI; and the Department’s
Mexican Wolf IFT Leader.

Action; External Grants/Projects Sought or Supported

Action:

Directive

Process Owner

Grants/Projects
Sought

Any grants, contracts or cooperative projects sought out
by the Department shall be compliant with the above

R. Miller,
Funds/Planning
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B directives as long as these directives remain in force. Manager
Action Directive Process Owner
Grants/Projects Employees offering letters of support for proposals of All Employecs
Supported other workers external to the Department shal] not support

activities that are in conflict with the above directives.

Action: Verificati

on and Periodic Review

Action

Directive

Process Owner

Verification and
Review

The following procedures shall be implemented to verify
compliance with any of the above directives:

(1) Within 60 days of the Director’s approval, the
Wildlife Management Division (WMD) Coordinator
and Field Operations Division (FOD) Coordinator
shall document for the WMD Assistant Director that
the work unit leaders, regional program leads, and
other employees referenced in the approved
recommendations are familiar with and prepared to
discharge their assigned responsibilities for the current
Fiscal Year.

(2) Between June 1 and June 30 of each subsequent
calendar year, the WMD Coordinator and FOD
Coordinator shall document for the WMD and FOD
Assistant Directors that the work unit leaders, regional
program leads, and other employees referenced in the
approved recommendations are (a) familiar with and
prepared to discharge their assigned responsibilities
for the Fiscal Year beginning on July 1 of that year;
and (b} have appropriately discharged their assigned

responsibilities for the Fiscal Year ending on June 30.
Upon review of the responses, they shall make a Joint
recominendation to the Director of proposed changes
to the directive, including a specific recommendation
as to whether the directive should remain in place as
is, be amended, be revoked or be extended.,

(3) Within 30 days of restoration of the Department’s
ability to discuss jaguar conservation issues with
USFWS, the WMD Assistant Director and appropriate
staff shall initiate discussion with the USFWS Arizona
Field Supervisor to determine the need for refinement
or revision of any of the approved recommendations.

(1&2) L. Riley,
Coordinator,
WMD

(1&2) S.
Adams,
Coordinator,
FOD

{3) M. Senn,
Assistant
Director, WMD

Action; Development and Review of Environmental Assessment Checklists

Action

Directive

Process Owner

Development of
EACs

(1) All EACs shall determine if the project falls within

either the jaguar or ocelot AOCC or within the wolf 10j

(1)I. Avey,
Habitat Branch
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area, and the EAC shall include sufficient language for l
any reviewer to understand the connection of the project
to these areas. Such language shall include a reference to
the most recent Directive providing guidance for (2)E. Gardner,
management activities in the jaguar and ocelot Areas of Nongame
Capture Concern, Branch

(2) Any EAC determined by the Nongame Branch Chief
during his or her review to possibly involve take of a
Jaguar, ocelot or wolf shall be provided to the Jaguar and
Mexican Wolf Coordinator for his or her review.

LDV:MS:eg

cc: Bob Broscheid, Deputy Director
Gary R. Hovatter, Deputy Director
Jim Odenkirk, Assistant Attorney General
Linda Pollock, Assistant Attorney Genera)
Richard Miller, Funds and Planning Manager
Mike Senn, Assistant Director, Wildlife Management Division
Eric Gardner, Chief, Nongame Branch
Brian Wakeling, Chief, Game Branch
Chantal O’Brien, Chief, Research Branch
Terry B. Johnson, Endangered Species Coordinator
Josh Avey, Chief, Habitat Branch
Leonard Ordway, Assistant Director, Field Operations Division
Jon Cooley, Regional Supervisor, Pinetop
Chris Bagnoli, Wolf IFT Lead, Pinetop
Raul Vega, Regional Supervisor, Tucson
Rod Lucas, Regional Supervisor, Mesa
Sharon Adams, Coordinator, Field Operations Division
John Bullington, Assistant Director, Special Services Division
Mark Weise, Chief, Development Branch
Ty Gray, Assistant Director, Information and Education Division
Bob Miles, Chief, Information Branch
Larry Riley, Coordinator, Wildlife Management Division



Tim Snow

M

From: Raul Vega

Sent: Monday, October 01, 2012 6:21 PM

To: Aaron Millen

Cc: Brad Fulk; Tim

Subject: RE: Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

Aaron,

ﬁe ensure that one of you completes this sighting report. If you have any questions contact Tim Snow so that he can
assist if necossary.

Thank you

500

From: Aaron Miller

Sent: tember 29, 2012 6:28 AM
To: rad Fulk; Robert Fink; Raul Vega; Tim Snow
Sub : KE, le Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

Unless Tim or Rohoert think othierwise we'll have to complete a Jaguar/Ocelot sighting report. I've attached one to this
email. We'il probabty also have to create a map and additional habitat pictures far the report as well. That’s what | hag
to do for the last <ighting.

Aaron Miller

Wildlife Manager

Arizona Game and Fish Department
555 W. Greasewood Road

Tucson, AZ 85745

(520) 591-5960

Click here to buy your hunting or fishing license online
Click here to enrollin the online Introductory Hunter Safety Class
Click here to enroll in the online Boat Arizona, Boater Safety Class

5ign up for AJGFD eldaves

tps, educanion grograms oo,

nidraceive the latest news and information on wildlife sues and everts, outdoor
. and more. hitpy/iwww azgfd. govieservices/subscribe. shtmi

Fromj
Sent: Friday, er 28, 2012 8:23 PM

To: Brad Fulk; Aaron Miller; Robert Fink; Raul Vega: Tim Snow
Subject: Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

See below and attachments

aguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns



Here are multiple pictures from a personal trail camera I had out during the August bear season. The possible jaguar is
in one of the night pictures, on the far right. There is not a lot to see, but it has obvious rosettes and looks very
large. The only other possibility is that it could be an ocelot, but I think its way to large to be one.



James Driscoll

From: Gary R. Hovatter

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 8:01 AM

To: '‘Kevin Kinsall'

Cc: Jim Paxon; Ben Alteneder; Bob Broscheid; Gary R. Hovatter; John Builington; Larry Riley;
Leonard Ordway; Lizette Morgan; Ty Gray

Subject: FW: Credible Jaguar/Ocelot Sighting -- September 2012

Importance: High

Kevin,

FYI.

--Gary

AZGFD

From: Gary R. Hovatter

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 7:59 AM

Cc: Larry Voyles; Ben Alteneder; Bill Vanpelt; Bob Broscheid; Brian Wakeling; Eric Gardner; Esther Rubin; Gary R.
Hovatter; Jim Paxon; Jon Cooley (JCooley@azgfd.gov); Jorge Canaca; Larry Riley; Leonard Ordway; Lynda Lambert; Mark
A. Hart; Randy Babb; Raul Vega; Terry Johnson; Tim Snow:; Tim Wade; Tom Cadden; Tony Guiles; Ty Gray; John
Builington; Lizette Morgan; Jim Odenkirk; Jim Odenkirk; Linda Pollock; Linda Pollock

Subject: Credible Jaguar/Ocelot Sighting -- September 2012

Importance: High

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Commission,

Staff met yesterday to review a photo from a hunter’s trail camera installed at a water catchment in mountains
southeast of Tucson. We concurred that the photo, taken in late September, showed about 18” of the tail of a spotted
cat. It was agreed that it was not from a Serval cat, so the only alternatives are a jaguar or an ocelot. The general
consensus at this time is a jaguar due to photos of other animals (including lion and bobcat) that provide scale for the
photo of the tail. However, the photo is being circulated to our network of experts we have relied upon in the past for
evaluation of such photos and we withhold a final call until we receive their feedback. Department staff was dispatched
to the site, but was unable to find any additional evidence.

Given the breadth of our required notifications (USFWS, USFS, grazing allotment holders, etc.) it is almost inevitable that
this information will bleed out into public view, so we intend to do a short preliminary news release noting that the
Department is reviewing a credible jaguar photo from an area southwest of Tucson. In keeping with our past practice
(as vetted with our AGs), we will not release more specific location data or the name of the hunter. Once we have
confirmation — is, Isn’t, or can’t be certain — we will do a subsequent release.

You may recall that very specific location data and the name/photqm photographed the Whetstone

jaguar was released, but in that case it was the guide who wanted that visibil| y and he did not need our permission to
get it, so we facilitated the press conference he requested.

V/R,

Gary R. Hovatter
Deputy Director
AZGFD



James Driscoll

From: Gary R. Hovatter
Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 8:03 AM
Cc: Larry Voyles; Ben Alteneder; Bill Vanpelt; Bob Broscheid; Brian Wakeling; Eric Gardner;

Esther Rubin; Jim Paxon; Jon Cooley; Jorge Canaca; Larry Riley; Leonard Ordway; Lynda
Lambert; Mark A. Hart; Randy Babb; Raul Vega; Terry Johnson; Tim Snow; Tim Wade; Tom
Cadden; Tony Guiles, Ty Gray; John Bullington; Lizette Morgan; Jim Odenkirk; Jim Odenkirk;
Linda Pollock; Linda Poliock

Subject: RE: Credible Jaguar/Ocelot Sighting -- September 2012

Mpr. Chairman and Members of the Commission,

My earlier note indicated the photo was from an area southwest of Tucson...it should have said SOUTHEAST of Tucson. |
have corrected it, below.

V/R,

Gary R. Hovatter
Deputy Director
AZGFD

From: Gary R. Hovatter

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 7:59 AM

Cc: Larry Voyles; Ben Alteneder; Bill Vanpelt; Bob Broscheid; Brian Wakeling; Eric Gardner; Esther Rubin; Gary R,
Hovatter; Jim Paxon; Jon Cooley (JCooley@azgfd.gov); Jorge Canaca; Larry Riley; Leonard Ordway; Lynda Lambert; Mark
A. Hart; Randy Babb; Raul Vega; Terry Johnson; Tim Snow; Tim Wade; Tom Cadden; Tony Guiles; Ty Gray; John
Bullington; Lizette Morgan; Jim Odenkirk; Jim Odenkirk; Linda Pollock; Linda Pollock

Subject: Credible Jaguar/Ocelot Sighting -- September 2012

Importance: High

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Commission,

Staff met yesterday to review a photo from a hunter's trail camera installed at a water catchment in mountains
southeast of Tucson. We concurred that the photo, taken in late September, showed about 18” of the tail of a spotted
cat. It was agreed that it was not from a Serval cat, so the only alternatives are a jaguar or an ocelot. The general
consensus at this time is a jaguar due to photos of other animals (including lion and bobcat) that provide scale for the
photo of the tail. However, the photo is being circulated to our network of experts we have relied upon in the past for
evaluation of such photos and we withhold a final call until we receive their feedback. Department staff was dispatched
to the site, but was unable to find any additional evidence.

Given the breadth of our required notifications (USFWS, USFS, grazing allotment holders, etc.) it is aimost inevitable that
this information will bleed out into public view, so we intend to do a short preliminary news release noting that the
Department is reviewing a credible jaguar photo from an area southwest of Tucson. In keeping with our past practice
{as vetted with our AGs), we will not release more specific location data or the name of the hunter. Once we have
confirmation —Is, Isn’t, or can’t be certain — we will do a subsequent release.

You may recall that very specific location data and the name/photc_who photographed the Whetstone
Jaguar was released, but in that case it was the guide who wanted that visibility and he did not need our permission to
get it, so we facilitated the press conference he requested.

V/R,
Gary R. Hovatter
Deputy Director



AZGFD



Eric Gardner

Sent: uesday, October 02, 2012 8:10 AM

To: Tim Snow; Eric Gardner
Subject: Fw: Pictures
Attachments: SUNP0078.JPG; SUNPO133.JPG; SUNPO170.JPG; SUNPO177.JPG: SUNP0237.JPG

Tim/Eric, here are a few more pics for size and scale comparison. Hope they help. | think the most important thing ab.out
the picture in guestion is the rasettes on the tail...... Correct me if 'mowrong, but t don't think ocelots really have defined

rosettes on their {ails..... Just my two cents;




Tim Snow

R m

From: Tim Snow
Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 9:19 AM
To: maul Vega; Aaron Miller
Cc: }
Subject: RE: Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns
Pwill fill out the torm.,
- Thn
Tim K. Snow
Region V Nongame Specialist
555 N. Greasewood Road
Tucson, AZ 85745
(520) 388-4449

Sign up for AZGFD eNews WAlilile wews, Vinking reports, hunting tips, and torel

Learn weirs aboet Fishing and Hunting in AZ o Get Your Licenses Online

Sent: Monday, Uctober 01, 2012 6:23 PM

To: Raul Vega; Aaron Miller
Cc: Brad Fulk; Tim Snow
Subject: Re: Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

Raul, Tim stated that he would fill the report out. 1s that still correct, Tim?

From: Raul Vega

Sent: Monday, Q 06:21 PM
To: Aaron Miller;
Cc: Brad Fulk; Ti

Subject: RE: Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

aron,
Ese\ensure that one of you compietes this sighting report. If you have any questions contact Tim Snow so that he can
assist if necessary.
Thank you
500

From: Aaron Miller

Senf: tember 29, 2012 6:28 AM

Tomrad Fulk; Robert Fink; Raul Vega; Tim Snow

Subject! RE ble Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

i



Unless Tim or Robeit think otherwise we’ll have to complete a Jaguar/Ocelot sighting report. I've attached one to this
email. We'll probably atso have to create a map and additional habitat pictures for the report as well. That's what | had
to do for the last sighting.

Aaron Miller

Wildlife Manager

Arizona Game and Fish Department
555 W. Greasewood Road

Tucson, AZ 85745

{520) 591-5960

Click here to buy your hunting or fishing license online
Click here to enrollin the online Introductory Hunter Safety Class
Click here to enroll in the online Boat Arizona, Boater Safety Class

Sign up for ALGED eMews and receive the istest news and information on wildlife issues and events, outdoor
tips, education programis, roalationsg, and more, hitp://www.azgfd qgovieservices/subscribe.shtmil

Sent: Friday, September 28, 2012 8:23 PM

To: Brad Fulk; Aaron Miller; Robert Fink; Raul Vega; Tim Snow
Subject: Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

See below and attachments

ossible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

Here are multiple pictures from a personal trail camera I had out during the August bear season. The possibie jaguar is
in one of the night pictures, on the far right. There is not a iot to see, but it has obvious rosettes and looks very
large. The only other possibility is that it could be an ocelot, but I think its way to large to be one.



Eric Gardner

From: Jean_Calhoun@fws.gov

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 10:10 AM
To: Eric Gardner

Cc: Steve_Spangle@fws.gov

Subject: Re: FW: Photo comparison

Eric-

U of A checked photos with Jack Childs, who says he thinks jaguar.

Jean A. Calhoun

Assistant Field Supervisor

U.8. Fish & Wildlife Service
Arizona Ecological Services Office
201 North Bonita Avenue, Suite 141
Tucson, AZ 85745

Office: (520) 670-6150 ext. 223
Fax: {520)670-6155

"Eric Gardner” <EGardner@azgfd.gov> To <Steve_Spangle@fws.gov>, <Jean_Calhoun@fws.gov>
cc
10/01/2012 02:57 PM Subject FW: Photo comparison

[attachment "Santa Rita Sept 2012 Comparison.jpg" deleted by Jean Calhoun/R2/FWS/DOI]



Tim Show

——— AR S i _ -

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 10:22 AM

To: Tim Snow; Larry Riley; Bill Vanpelt; Jim Odenkirk; Gary R. Hovatter: Leonard Ordway,
Raul Vega; Mark Frieberg

Subject: FW. FW: Photo comparison

FYI

Fric Gardoer

Nongame Branch Chicf

Arizona Game and Fish Departmend
S000 W, Carefree Highway

Phoenix, AZ §5086-5000

Work: (623) 236-7507

Your Wildlife is the
Heritage Fund's Legacy

Making a Difference for Conservation

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the latest news and information on wildlife issues and ovents. autdoor
tips. education programs. repulations. and more. hitp:/fwww.azgld govieservices/subscribe.shtml

From: Jean_Calhoun@fws.gov [mailto:Jean Calhoun@fws.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 10:10 AM

To: Eric Gardner

Cc: Steve Spangle@fws.gov

Subject: Re: FW: Photo comparison

Eric-
U of A checked photos with Jack Childs, who says he thinks jaguar.

Jean A. Calhoun

Assistant Field Supervisor

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Arizona Ecological Services Office
201 North Bonita Avenue, Suite 141
Tucson, AZ 85745

Office: (520) 670-6150 ext. 223
Fax: (520) 670-6155

“Eric Gardner” <EGardner@azqfd.gov> To <Steve Spangte@@iws gov>, <Jean Calhound@hvs qovs
cc
10/01/2012 02:57 PM Subject FW: Photo comparison

1



[attachmentwept 2012 Comparison.jpg" deleted by Jean Calhoun/R2/FWS/DOI]



James Driscoll

From: Mark A. Hart

Sent: Wednesday, October 31, 2012 11:09 AM
To: James Driscoll

Subject: FW: Tomorrow

From: Mark A. Hart

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 10:41 AM
To: Allison Dutt

Subject: Tomorrow

Just a heads up: Because of a news release about a recent jaguar sighting, my participation in the Career Day tomorrow
is questionable,

I’'m pulling things together nonetheless. There are plenty of handouts about careers for wildlife managers, urban
wildlife, a table top cover and backdrop.

This is a hard age group. What else?

Mark A. Hart

Public information officer

Arizona Game and Fish Department
555 N. Greasewood Road

Tucson, AZ 85745

Office: (520) 388-4445

Cell: {520) 282-0978

E-mail: mhart@azefd.gov




James Driscoll

From: Mark A. Hart

Sent: Wednesday, October 31, 2012 11:08 AM
To: James Driscoli

Subiject: FW. Acting 501s Oct. 4-Oct. 9

From: Mark A, Hart

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 11:53 AM
To: Karen Klima

Cc: Brad Fulk

Subject: RE: Acting 501s Oct. 4-Oct. 9

Great. Just be prepared to respond about SV bears, possibly the recent jaguar/ocelot sighting which Phoenix really
should handle.

Please call me if you want a briefing on either.

Mark

From: Karen Klima

Sent: Monday, October 01, 2012 10:53 AM
To: Mark A. Hart

Cc: Brad Fulk

Subject: Re: Acting 5015 Oct. 4-Oct. 9

Mark,
That works for me. Thanks.

Karen Klima
wildlife Manager 36A
{520) 975-6490

From: Mark A. Hart

Sent: Monday, October 01, 2012 10:28 AM

To: Karen Klima; Devin Skinner; Diane Tilton

Cc: Brad Fulk; Joe Sacco; Duane Aubuchon; Raul Vega
Subject: Acting 501s Oct. 4-Oct. 9

Are you up for serving as PIOs for your respective sectors when [ am on leave Oct. 4-97
Please let me know, and thanks.

Mark A. Hart

Public information officer

Arizona Game and Fish Department
555 N. Greasewood Road

Tucson, AZ 85745

Office: (520) 388-4445



Cell: (520) 282-0978
E-mail: mhart@azefd.gov



Eric Gardner

From: Tim Snow

Sent: er 02, 2012 12:36 PM
To: m:aul Vega; Aaron Miller
Cc: " Gardner

Subject: iidlife observation form
Attachments: Wantamtas_ogmzm 2 pdf

Here's the filled out form.if you have anything to add please let me know,

-- Tim

Tim K. Snow

Region V Nongame Specialist
555 N. Greasewood Road
Tucson, AZ 85745

(520) 388-4449

Sign up for AZGFD eNews - Wildlife news, fishing reports, hunting tips, and morel
Learn more about Fishing and Hunting in AZ or Get Your Licenses Online




Print Form Submit by Email

!l = Confirmed
CLASS

Arizona Game and Fish Department

Reported Jaguar/Ocelot/Jaguarundi Observation Form

: Tien s G I Jug.zy2m12
[nkeTyiewer (Name Job Triley. I Fimm Snow. Mongame Speeizist FORS Ineryiew Dawe
Observer (Name Phone a1 ¢ I Wy L__ _
Address Occupation

Relesent Biologacals Additional Observers

Cutdoor Experntence:

TUNLING.

Oniginal report date loq;‘ggf:m: Repored via 3¢ Phone [T cmaildeuer [ inperson

Cuontaet Into

Reportreceived by [j Snow Agency: I.-\?.HI'I)

Observation Details:
0972372012

Date of Observation:

AZ. 1ima, Santa Ry Mins

LLocation ¢state. camty. teeal. GE*S coordinates with Datuny, el )

Deseription of s1e hubaar, laind uee v )
llll'hldtng \'iSIhﬂll_\' {oren blside broshy, vie )

Deseription of eveny/

single wrail camera photo tahen st 23 36:23 Only the tal and small portson of' hind quarter and 1ea fout
observation: :

visible.
Time ol dav. Il 1 16:00 'M Duration {Lotal time ol obseryation)  {nf thoto wken: X ves [ o
: i r I~
Location of the sun 1o observer overhead behsnd anmiminl behind obseryer

Number ol ammals seen’ ]? Ihstanee fram observer. |3U-3041 Optical ands used E“"“‘" |

Description of animal:

Body {fealor, s, markings, cte) Ilurgc cal with rosseites. appears larger than bebheat iular photos at same ocaton)

[Iomg with distet reseties at base . {n-’:l
Head/ e

Tarl {lonzer shorter than bady )

P Idlbllllul roselies uther photes of bear, hon. bobean 21 same location
Leps/Feel _ Onher

Behavior of ammal: l\\alkmg

Other sign(s) observered trachs. scat, prey remanne, e ) (100 F0Cky for tracks. o fenee Tor possible har colicetion

Specific Questions for the Reporting Party:

- Iﬂl"ll‘l(
Observer’s first impression; 77

Were notes taken during the observation r or [rom memaory™? r

Were Reterences used m vour decision” [ Field euidetsy £ Advice from fricnds‘collegues I Imuges rom Internet

" e, . < el - sevsian™ 1 - . .
IFused. how did this change or inuence your decrsian” | only a parial phow ol the animal. image was reviesed by

AZGEL personnel to determine seale, eie

Desi > how/shy samilar species were discouned . N
eseribe how/why p . fong it versus bobeat, il markings wath resettes yersus stnping of an occtot

thickness and swze of wil m proportion 10 hind-quariers indicates gusr

Actions/Follow-up: (for agency personnel only) Ifo]low Department reporting guidelines

Reasons for acceptance\denial; | Visual or physical evidence provided t confirmed to be juguartocelofyaguarundi

;Additional Notes: {pending external confinmation of species; all indications are jaguar




Eric Gardner

From: Lynda Lambert

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 1:33 PM

To: Larry Voyles; Gary R. Hovatter; Leonard Ordway; Ty Gray; L.arry Riley; Raul Vega, Eric
Gardner; Bill Vanpelt; Tim Snow

Cc: Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Tom Cadden; Mark A. Hart

Subject: Draft endangered cat trail cam photo news release -- for approvat

Attachments: 120923_Jaguar or ocelot_trailcam_web.JPG; 121003 _Jaguar or

ocelot_trailcam_photo_nr.doc

Hi everyone,

Attached is a draft news release {thanks to Mark Hart) to use when we are ready to announce that we have a new
picture of either a jaguar or ocelot, as well as the cropped version of the photo that | suggest we use. Please forward it
to anyone that | might have missed, and let both Mark and | know if you have any suggested edits as soon as possibie.
We'd like to be ready to go once we get the green light.

Even more importantly, please let us know when we are free to proceed with releasing the information. I’m not sure
who else still needs advanced notification.

Thanks!

Regards,

Lynda Lambert

Pubtic Information Officer

Arizona Game and Fish Department
T: 623.236.7203

C: 602.531.2393

F:623.236.7903
lambert@azgfd.gov

Your Wildlife is the
Heritage Fund's Legacy

Making a Difference for Conservation







Contact
Mark A. Hart (520) 388-4445
ublic Information Officer, Tucson

Lynda Lambert (623) 236-7203
Fublic Information Cfficer, Phoenix

Arizona Game and Fish Department

NEWS RELEASE

For immediate release, Oct. XX, 2012

Game and Fish analyzing new photo of endangered cat sighted southeast of
Tucson

TUCSON, Ariz. — The Arizona Game and Fish Department is currently analyzing a recent
trail camera photo of either a jaguar or an ocelot sighted southeast of Tucson.

The photo includes only the tail, a smail portion of the hind quarter and one leg of the animal,
making positive identification more difficult. Game and Fish is now consulting with outside
experts about the photo, taken Sept. 23 and submitted by a sportsman, to better identify the
species.

“We have definitively determined that it is either a jaguar or an ocelot, but we have not
positively identified which species it is and we may never be able to make that confirmation due
to the limited information available from the photo,” said Game and Fish Nongame Branch Chief
Eric Gardner.

Four of the last five confirmed jaguar sightings in Arizona have been reported by hunters,
who all took responsible action to document the animal and report it to Game and Fish.
Sportsmen also provided Game and Fish with two sets of trail camera photos of an ocelot in the
Huachuca Mountains in 2012. These hunters have provided biologists with critical information
that may not otherwise be known, information that will help increase the understanding of these
species’ existence in the borderland area.

Jaguars have been protected outside of the United States under the Endangered Species
Act since 1973. That protection was extended to jaguars within the U.S. in 1997, the year after
their presence in the Arizona and New Mexico borderlands was confirmed.

Jaguars once ranged from southern South America through Central America and Mexico and
into the southern United States. It is believed that southern Arizona is the most northern part of
the range for a population of jaguars living in Sonora, Mexico.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service announced in August considering designation of vast
areas of Southeastern Arizona as critical habitat for the jaguar.

Ocelots are small to medium-sized spotted cats with a long tail. These cats have been listed
as endangered since 1982 under the federal Endangered Species Act.

The present range for ocelots is in the eastern and western lowlands of Mexico, from
southern Mexico through Central America and in the lowland areas of Colombia, Ecuador, Peru
and Brazil. On the fringes of their range, they occupy a very limited region in both the United



New endangered cat photo Page 2 of 2

States (a remnant population exists in southern Texas) and Argentina. Other animals such as
bobcats, young mountain lions and servals, an African cat popuiar in the pet trade, are
sometimes misidentified as ocelots, which is why verification is so very important.

Jaguars and ocelots are protected by the Endangered Species Act and should be left alone.
If anyone encounters a cat believed to be a jaguar or ocelot, the Game and Fish Department
requests that photos along with observation information be reported immediately to the
department or through the Operation Game Thief hotline at (800) 352-0700.

-30-

The Arizona Game and Fish Department prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, sex, national origin, age,
disability in its programs and activities. If anyone believes they have been discriminated against in any Game and
Fish program or activity, including its employment practices. the individual may file a complaint alleging discrimination
directly with the Game and Fish Director's Office, 5000 W. Carefree Highway, Phx., AZ 85086, (602) 942-3000 or
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 4040 N. Fairfax Dr., Ste. 130, Arlington, VA 22203. if you require this document in an
alternative format, please contact the Game and Fish Director's Office as listed above or by calfing TTY at (800) 367-
8939,



Eric Gardner

From: Jim Paxon

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 1:42 PM

To: Mark A. Hart; Lynda Lambert

Cc: Gary R. Hovatter; Ty Gray; Tom Cadden; Larry Riley; Eric Gardner; Jim Odenkirk; Jim
Odenkirk; Leonard Ordway; Bill Vanpelt

Subject: Jag-Ocelot NR Edit--Pax’'

Attachments: 121003_Jaguar.ocelot_trailcam_photo_nr.JP.dog

Just one addition to consider. Looks good. With this, I am sharing with Larry R., Eric, Dep.
Hovatter, Jim O., Leonard, Bill V, and Ty for review. Good job and very timely. Best, Jim

Jim Paxon, Information Branch Chief
Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 West Carefree Highway IEIN
Phoenix AZ 85086

Phone 623.236.7226 / Cell 602.920.8053
ipaxon@azgfd.qoyv / Fax 623.236.7903

www.azgfd.gov
Click here to sign up for AZGFD eNEWS




Contact
Mark A, Hart (520) 388-4445
Public information Officer, Tucson

Lynda Lambert (623) 236-7203
Public Information Officer, Phoenix

Arizona Game and Fish Department

NEWS RELEASE

For immediate release, Qct. XX, 2012

Game and Fish analyzing new photo of endangered cat sighted southeast of
Tucson

TUCSON, Ariz. — The Arizona Game and Fish Department is currently analyzing a recent
trail camera photo of either a jaguar or an ocelot sighted southeast of Tucson.

The photo includes only the tail, a smalt portion of the hind quarter and one leg of the animal,
making positive identification maore difficult. Game and Fish is now consulting with outside
experts about the photo, taken Sept. 23 and submitted by a sportsman, to better identify the
species.

“We have definitively determined that it is either a jaguar or an ocelot, but we have not
positively identified which species it is and we may never be able to make that confirmation due
to the limited information available from the photo,” said Game and Fish Nongame Branch Chief
Eric Gardner.

Four of the last five confirmed jaguar sightings in Arizona have been reported by hunters,
who all took responsible action to document the animal and report it to Game and Fish.
Sportsmen also provided Game and Fish with two sets of irail camera photos of an ocelot in the
Huachuca Mountains in 2012. These hunters have provided biologists with critical information
that may not otherwise be known, information that will help increase the understanding of these
species’ existence in the borderland area.

Jaguars have been protected outside of the United States under the Endangered Species
Act since 1973, That protection was extended to jaguars within the U.S. in 1997, the year after
their presence in the Arizona and New Mexico borderlands was confirmed.

Jaguars once ranged from southern South America through Central America and Mexico and
into the southern United States. It is believed that southern Arizona is the most northern part of
the range for a population of jaguars living in Sonora, Mexico.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service announced in August, that it is considering designation of
vast areas of Southeastern Arizona as critical habitat for the jaguar.

Ocelots are smali to medium-sized spotied cats with a long tail. These cats have been listed
as endangered since 1982 under the federal Endangered Species Act.

The present range for ocelots is in the eastern and western lowlands of Mexico, from
southern Mexico through Central America and in the lowland areas of Colombia, Ecuador, Peru
and Brazil. On the fringes of their range, they occupy a very limited region in both the United
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States (a remnant population exists in southern Texas) and Argentina. Other animals such as
bobcats, young mountain lions and servals, an African cat popular in the pet trade, are
sometimes misidentified as ocelots, which is why verification is so very important.

Jaguars and oceiots are protected by the Endangered Species Act and should be left alone.
If anyone encounters a cat believed to be a jaguar or ocelot, the Game and Fish Department
requests that photos along with observation information be reported immediately to the
department or through the Operation Game Thief hotline at {800) 352-0700.

-30-

The Arizona Game and Fish Department prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, sex, national origin, age,
disability in its programs and activities, If anyone believes they have been discriminated against in any Game and
Fish program or activity, including its employment practices, the individual may file 2 comptaint alleging discrimination
directly with the Game and Fish Director's Office, 5000 W. Carefree Highway, Phx., AZ 85086, (602) 942-3000 or
U.8. Fish and Wildlife Service, 4040 N. Fairfax Dr., Ste. 130, Arington, VA 22203. If you require this document in an
alternative format, please contact the Game and Fish Director's Office as listed above or by calling TTY at (800) 367-
8939,



Eric Gardner

From: Jim Paxon

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 2:.09 PM

To: Lynda Lambert

Cc: Mark A. Hart; Larry Riley; Gary R. Hovatter; Eric Gardner

Subject: RE: Draft endangered cat trail cam photo news release -- for approval
Attachments: 121003_Jaguar.ocetot_traiicam_photo nr.JP.doc

A change to the heading to hedge just a little. Suggested by Tom Cadden. Better to have a
little wiggle room. Jim

Jim Paxon, Information Branch Chief
Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 West Carefree Highway IEIN
Phoenix AZ 85086

Phone 623.236.7226 / Cell 602.920.8053
jpaxon@azgfd.gov / Fax 623.236.7903
www.azgfd.gov

Click here to sign up for AZGFD eNEWS

From: Lynda Lambert

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 1:33 PM

To: Larry Voyles; Gary R. Hovatter; Leonard Ordway; Ty Gray; Larry Riley; Raul Vega; Eric Gardner; Bill Vanpeit; Tim
Snow

Cc: Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Tom Cadden; Mark A. Hart

Subject: Draft endangered cat trail cam photo news release -- for approval

Hi everyone,

Attached is a draft news release (thanks to Mark Hart) to use when we are ready to announce that we have a new
picture of either a jaguar or ocelot, as well as the cropped version of the photo that | suggest we use. Please forward it
to anyone that | might have missed, and let both Mark and | know if you have any suggested edits as soon as possible,
We'd like to be ready to go once we get the green light.

Even more importantly, please let us know when we are free to proceed with releasing the information. I'm not sure
who else stitl needs advanced notification.

Thanks!

Regards,

Lynda Lambert

Public Information Officer

Arizona Game and Fish Department
T:623.236.7203

C. 602.531.2393

F:623.236.7903
llambert@azgfd.gov



Your Wildlite is the .
Heritage Fund’s Legacy |

taking a Difference for Conservation




Contact
Mark A. Hart (520) 388-4445
Public Information Officer, Tucson

Lynda Lambert (623} 236-7203
Public Information Officer, Phoenix

Arizona Game and Fish Department

NEWS RELEASE

For immediate release, Oct. XX, 2012

Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat sighted
southeast of Tucson

TUCSON, Ariz. — The Arizona Game and Fish Department is currently analyzing a recent
trail camera photo of either a jaguar or an ocelot sighted southeast of Tucson.

The photo includes only the tail, a small portion of the hind quarter and one leg of the animal,
making positive identification more difficult. Game and Fish is now consulting with outside
experts about the photo, taken Sept. 23 and submitted by a sportsman, to better identify the
species.

‘We have definitively determined that it is either a jaguar or an ocelot, but we have not
positively identified which species it is and we may never be able to make that confirmation due
to the limited information available from the photo,” said Game and Fish Nongame Branch Chief
Eric Gardner.

Four of the last five confirmed jaguar sightings in Arizona have been reported by hunters,
who all took responsible action to document the animal and report it to Game and Fish.
Sportsmen also provided Game and Fish with two sets of trail camera photos of an ocelot in the
Huachuca Mountains in 2012. These hunters have provided biologists with critical information
that may not otherwise be known, information that will help increase the understanding of these
species’ existence in the borderland area.

Jaguars have been protected outside of the United States under the Endangered Species
Act since 1973. That protection was extended to jaguars within the U.S. in 1997, the year after
their presence in the Arizona and New Mexico borderlands was confirmed.

Jaguars once ranged from southern South America through Central America and Mexico and
into the southern United States. It is believed that southern Arizona is the most northern part of
the range for a population of jaguars living in Sonora, Mexico.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service announced in August, that it is considering designation of
vast areas of Southeastern Arizona as critical habitat for the jaguar.

Ocelots are small to medium-sized spotted cats with a fong tail. These cats have been listed
as endangered since 1982 under the federal Endangered Species Act.

The present range for ocelots is in the eastern and western lowlands of Mexico, from
southern Mexico through Central America and in the lowland areas of Colombia, Ecuador, Peru
and Brazil. On the fringes of their range, they occupy a very limited region in both the United



New endangered cat photo Page 2 of 2

States (a remnant population exists in southern Texas) and Argentina. Other animals such as
bobcats, young mountain lions and servais, an African cat popular in the pet trade, are
sometimes misidentified as ocelots, which is why verification is so very important.

Jaguars and ocelots are protected by the Endangered Species Act and should be left alone.
If anyone encounters a cat believed to be a jaguar or ocelot, the Game and Fish Department
requests that photos along with observation information be reported immediately to the
department or through the Operation Game Thief hotline at (800) 352-0700.

-30-

The Arizona Game and Fish Department prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, sex, national origin, age,
disability in its programs and activities. If anyone believes they have been discriminated against in any Game and
Fish program or activity, including its employment practices, the individual may file a complaint aileging discrimination
directly with the Game and Fish Director’s Office, 5000 W. Carefree Highway, Phx., AZ 85086, (602) 942-3000 or
U.S. Fish and Wildiife Service, 4040 N. Fairfax Dr., Ste. 130, Arlington, VA 22203. If you require this document in an
alternative format, please contact the Game and Fish Director's Office as listed above or by calling TTY at (800) 367-
8939.



James Driscoll

From: Mark A. Hart

Sent: Wednesday, October 31, 2012 11:08 AM

To: James Driscoll

Subject: FW. Draft endangered cat trail cam photo news release -- for approval

From: Mark A. Hart

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 2:11 PM

To: Jim Paxon; Tom Cadden

Cce! Lynda Lambert

Subject: RE: Draft endangered cat trail cam photo news release -- for approval

Jim & Tom, as you think best, but the headline does not square with Eric’s quote, which is definitive.

MH

From: Jim Paxon

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 2:09 PM

To: Lynda Lambert

Cc: Mark A, Hart; Larry Riley; Gary R. Hovatter; Eric Gardner

Subject: RE: Draft endangered cat trail cam photo news release -- for approval

A change to the heading to hedge just a little. Suggested by Tom Cadden. Better to have a
little wiggle room. Jim

Jim Paxon, Information Branch Chief
Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 West Carefree Highway IEIN
Phoenix AZ 85086

Phone 623.236.7226 / Cell 602.920.8053
ipaxon@azgfd.gov / Fax 623.236.7903
www.azgfd.gov

Click here to sign up for AZGFD ¢eNEWS

From: Lynda Lambert

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 1:33 PM

To: Larry Voyles; Gary R. Hovatter; Leonard Ordway; Ty Gray; Larry Riley; Raul Vega; Eric Gardner; Bill Vanpelt; Tim
Snow

Cc: Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Tom Cadden; Mark A. Hart

Subject: Draft endangered cat trail cam photo news release -- for approval

Hi everyone,

Attached is a draft news release (thanks to Mark Hart) to use when we are ready to announce that we have a new
picture of either a jaguar or ocelot, as well as the cropped version of the photo that | suggest we use. Please forward it
to anyone that | might have missed, and let both Mark and | know if you have any suggested edits as soon as possible.
We’d like to be ready to go once we get the green light.



Even more importantly, please let us know when we are free to proceed with releasing the information. ’'m not sure
who eise still needs advanced notification.

Thanks!

Regards,

Lynda Lambert

Public Information Officer

Arizona Game and Fish Department
T.623.236.7203

C: 602.531.2383

F: 823.236.7903
llamberi@azgfd. gov

Your Wildlite is the
Heritage Fund's Legacy

Making a Difference for Conservation




James Driscoll

From: Mark A. Hart

Sent: Wednesday, October 31, 2012 11:08 AM

To: James Driscoll

Subject: FW: Draft endangered cat trail cam photo news release -- for approval

From: Mark A. Hart

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 2:22 PM

To: Jim Paxon

Subject: RE: Draft endangered cat trail cam photo news release -- for approval

True enough, point taken,

From: Jim Paxon

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 2:14 PM

To: Mark A. Hart

Cc: Lynda Lambert; Tom Cadden

Subject: RE: Draft endangered cat trail cam photo news release -- for approval

Mark, Yep..understand. Let's borrow from our editors tactics of teasing and then clarifying in
the body of the release. We'll see if Eric 6. and Hov. agree. Best, Jim

Jim Paxon, Information Branch Chief
Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 West Carefree Highway IEIN
Phoenix AZ 85086

Phone 623.236.7226 / Cell 602.920.8053
ipaxon®@azgfd.qov / Fax 623.236.7903
www.azgfd.gov

Click here to sign up for AZGFD eNEWS

From: Mark A. Hart

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 2:11 PM

To: Jim Paxon; Tom Cadden

Cc: Lynda Lambert

Subject: RE: Draft endangered cat trail cam photo news release -- for approval

Jim & Tom, as you think best, but the headline does not square with Eric’s quote, which is definitive.

MH

From: Jim Paxon

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 2:09 PM

To: Lynda Lambert

Cc: Mark A. Hart; Larry Riley; Gary R. Hovatter; Eric Gardner

Subject: RE: Draft endangered cat trail cam photo news release -- for approval

A change to the heading to hedge just a little. Suggested by Tom Cadden. Better to have a
fittle wiggle room. Jim



Jim Paxon, Information Branch Chief
Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 West Carefree Highway IEIN
Phoenix AZ 85086

Phone 623.236.7226 / Cell 602.920.8053
ipaxon@azgfd.qov / Fax 623.236.7903

www.azgfd.gov
Click here to sign up for AZGFD eNEWS

From: Lynda Lambert

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 1:33 PM

To: Larry Voyles; Gary R, Hovatter; Leonard Ordway; Ty Gray; Larry Riley; Raul Vega; Eric Gardner; Bill Vanpelt; Tim
Snow

Cc: Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Tom Cadden; Mark A. Hart

Subject: Draft endangered cat trail cam photo news release -- for approval

Hi everyone,

Attached is a draft news release (thanks to Mark Hart) to use when we are ready to announce that we have a new
picture of either a jaguar or ocelot, as well as the cropped version of the photo that | suggest we use. Please forward it
to anyone that I might have missed, and let both Mark and | know if you have any suggested edits as soon as possible.
We'd like to be ready to go once we get the green light.

Even more importantly, please let us know when we are free to proceed with releasing the information. I’'m not sure
who else still needs advanced notification.

Thanks!

Regards,

Lynda Lambert

Public Information Officer

Arizona Game and Fish Department
T.623.236.7203

C.602.531.2393

F: 623.236.7903

llambert@azgfd.gov

Your Wildlife is the
Heritage Fund's Legacy

Making a Difterence for Conservation




James Driscoll

From: Mark A. Hart

Sent: Wednesday, October 31, 2012 11:07 AM

To: James Driscoll

Subject: FW: Draft endangered cat trail cam photo news release -- for approvai

From: Mark A. Hart

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 2:26 PM

To: Eric Gardner; Jim Paxon; Lynda Lambert

Cc: Larry Riley; Gary R. Hovatter

Subject: RE: Draft endangered cat trail cam photo news release -- for approval

Just spoke with USFWS PIO Jeff Humphrey and they would like to see if before distribution.

Mark

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 2:24 PM

To: Jim Paxon; Lynda Lambert

Cc: Mark A. Hart; Larry Riley; Gary R. Hovatter

Subject: RE: Draft endangered cat trail cam photo news release -- for approval

Have we or can I share this draft with Spangle and Jean?

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief
623-236-7507

Sent with Good (www.good.com)

-----Original Message-----

From: Jim Paxon

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 02:09 PM US Mountain Standard Time

To: Lynda Lambert

Ce: Mark A. Hart; Larry Riley; Gary R. Hovatter; Eric Gardner

Subject: RE: Draft endangered cat trail cam photo news release -- for approval

A change to the heading to hedge just a little. Suggested by Tom Cadden. Better to have a
little wiggle room. Jim

Jim Paxon, Information Branch Chief
Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 West Carefree Highway IEIN
Phoenix AZ 85086

Phone 623.236.7226 / Cell 602.920.8053

ipaxon@azgfd.gov / Fax 623.236.7903

www.azgfd,gov
Click here to sign up for AZGFD eNEWS



From: Lynda Lambert

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 1:33 PM

To: Larry Voyles; Gary R. Hovatter; Leonard Ordway; Ty Gray; Larry Riley; Raul Vega; Eric Gardner; Bill Vanpelt; Tim
Snow

Cc: Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Tom Cadden; Mark A. Hart

Subject: Draft endangered cat trail cam photo news release -- for approval

Hi everyone,

Attached is a draft news release (thanks to Mark Hart) to use when we are ready to announce that we have a new
picture of either a jaguar or ocelot, as well as the cropped version of the photo that | suggest we use. Please forward it
to anyone that | might have missed, and let both Mark and | know if you have any suggested edits as soon as possible.
We'd like to be ready to go once we get the green light.

Even more importantly, please let us know when we are free to proceed with releasing the infarmation. i'm not sure
who else still needs advanced notification,

Thanks!

Regards,

Lynda Lambert

Public Information Officer

Arizona Game and Fish Department
T: 623.236.7203

C:602.531.2393

F: 623.236.7903

llambert@azgfd gov

Your Wildlife is the
Heritage Fund's Legacy

Making a Difference for Conservation




Eric Gardner

From: Lynda Lambert

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 2:28 PM

To: Mark A. Hart; Eric Gardner; Jim Paxon

Cc: Larry Riley; Gary R. Hovatter

Subject: RE: Draft endangered cat trail cam photo news release -- for approval

I was going to share it with them AFTER we've come to consensus internally.

Regards,

& &ambort

Public Information Officer
P: 623.236.7203

C: 602.531.2393
F:623.236.7903

From: Mark A, Hart

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 2:26 PM

To: Eric Gardner; Jim Paxon; Lynda Lambert

Cc: Larry Riley; Gary R. Hovatter

Subject: RE: Draft endangered cat trail cam photo news release -- for approval

Just spoke with USFWS PIO Jeff Humphrey and they would like to see if before distribution.

Marlk

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 2:24 PM

To: Jim Paxon; Lynda Lambert

Cc: Mark A. Hart; Larry Riley; Gary R. Hovatter

Subject: RE: Draft endangered cat trail cam photo news release -- for approval

Have we or can I share this draft with Spangle and Jean?

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief
623-236-7507

Sent with Good (www.good.com)

From: Jim Paxon

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 02:09 PM US Mountain Standard Time

To: Lynda Lambert

Cec: Mark A. Hart; Larry Riley; Gary R. Hovatter; Eric Gardner

Subject: RE: Draft endangered cat trail cam photo news release -~ for approval

A change to the heading to hedge just a little. Suggested by Tom Cadden. Better to have a
little wiggle room. Jim



Jim Paxon, Information Branch Chief
Arizona Game and Fish Department

5000 West Carefree Highway IEIN
Phoenix AZ 85086

Phone 623.236.7226 / Cell 602.920.8053
ipaxon@azgfd.gov / Fax 623.236.7903

www.azgfd.gov
Click here to sign up for AZGFD eNEWS

From: Lynda Lambert

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 1:33 PM

To: Larry Voyles; Gary R. Hovatter; Leonard Ordway; Ty Gray; Larry Riley; Raul Vega; Eric Gardner; Bill Vanpelt; Tim
Snow

Cc: Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Tom Cadden; Mark A. Hart

Subject: Draft endangered cat trail cam photo news release -- for approval

Hi everyone,

Attached is a draft news release {thanks to Mark Hart} to use when we are ready to announce that we have a new
picture of either a jaguar or ocelot, as well as the cropped version of the photo that | suggest we use. Please forward it
to anyone that | might have missed, and let both Mark and | know if you have any suggested edits as soon as possibie.
We'd like to be ready to go once we get the green light.

Even more importantly, please let us know when we are free to proceed with releasing the information. I’'m not sure
who else still needs advanced notification.

Thanks!

Regards,

Lynda Lambert

Pubiic Information Officer

Arizana Game and Fish Department
T: 623.236.7203

C: 602.531.2393

F:623.236.7603
liambert@azgfd.gov

Your Wildlite is the
Heritage Fund's Legacy

Making a Difference for Conservation




James Driscoll

From: Mark A. Hart

Sent: Wednesday, October 31, 2012 11:07 AM

To: James Driscoll

Subject: FW: Draft endangered cat trail cam photo news release -- for approval

From: Mark A, Hart

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 2:29 PM

To: Lynda Lambert

Subject: RE: Draft endangered cat trail cam photo news release -- for approval

Yes, afterwards.

From: Lynda Lambert

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 2:28 PM

To: Mark A. Hart; Eric Gardner: Jim Paxon

Cc: Larry Riley; Gary R. Hovatter

Subject: RE: Draft endangered cat traif cam photo news release -- for approval

| was going to share it with them AFTER we've come ta consensus internally.

Regards,

i Kambert
Public Information Officer
P: 623.236.7203

C: 602.531.2393
F. 623.236.7903

From: Mark A. Hart

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 2:26 PM

To: Eric Gardner; Jim Paxon; Lynda Lambert

Cc: Larry Riley; Gary R. Hovatter

Subject: RE: Draft endangered cat trail cam photo news release -- for approval

Just spoke with USFWS PIO Jeff Humphrey and they would like to see if before distribution.

Mark

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 2:24 PM

To: Jim Paxon; Lynda Lambert

Cc: Mark A, Hart; Larry Riley; Gary R. Hovatter

Subject: RE: Draft endangered cat trail cam photo news release -- for approval

Have we or can I share this draft with Spangle and Jean?

Eric Gardner
10



Nongame Branch Chief
623-236-7507
Sent with Good (www.pood.com)

----- Original Message-----

From: Jim Paxon

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 02:09 PM US Mountain Standard Time

Teo: Lynda Lambert :

Cc: Mark A. Hart; Larry Riley; Gary R. Hovatter; Eric Gardner

Subject: RE: Draft endangered cat trail cam photo news release -- for approval

A change to the heading to hedge just a little. Suggested by Tom Cadden. Better to have a
little wiggle room. Jim

Jim Paxon, Information Branch Chief
Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 West Carefree Highway IEIN
Phoenix AZ 85086

Phone 623.236.7226 / Cell 602.920.8053

jpaxon@azafd.gov / Fax 623,236.7903

www,azgfd.gov
Click here to sign up for AZGFD eNEWS

From: Lynda Lambert

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 1:33 PM

To: Larry Voyles; Gary R. Hovatter; Leonard Ordway; Ty Gray; Larry Riley; Raul Vega; Eric Gardner; Bill Vanpelt; Tim
Snow

Cc: Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Tom Cadden; Mark A. Hart

Subject: Draft endangered cat trail cam photo news release -- for approval

Hi everyone,

Attached is a draft news release (thanks to Mark Hart) to use when we are ready to announce that we have a new
picture of either a jaguar or ocelot, as well as the cropped version of the photo that | suggest we use, Please forward it
to anyone that | might have missed, and let both Mark and | know if you have any suggested edits as soon as possible.
We'd like to be ready to go once we get the green light.

Even more importantly, please let us know when we are free to proceed with releasing the information. I’'m not sure
who else still needs advanced notification.

Thanks!

Regards,

Lynda Lambert

Public Information Officer

Arizona Game and Fish Department
T:623.236.7203

C:602.531.2393

F:623.236.7203

llambert@azqgfd.gov

11
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Eric Gardner

From: Jim Paxon

Sent: Tuesday, QOctober 02, 2012 2:33 PM

To: Eric Gardner

Cc: Lynda Lambert; Tom Cadden

Subject: RE: Draft endangered cat trail cam photo news release -- for approval

Eric, Let's get through the initial review/edit and clean it up to our satisfaction (today should
do)..and then we can.

Jim Paxon, Information Branch Chief
Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 West Carefree Highway IEIN
Phoenix AZ 85086

Phone 623.236.7226 / Cell 602.920.8053
ipaxon@azgfd.gov / Fax 623.236.7903

www.azgfd.gov
Click here to sign up for AZGFD eNEWS

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 2:24 PM

To: Jim Paxon; Lynda Lambert

Cc: Mark A, Hart; Larry Riley; Gary R. Hovatter

Subject: RE: Draft endangered cat trait cam photo news release -- for approval

Have we or can [ share this draft with Spangle and Jean?

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief
623-236-7507

Sent with Good (www.good.com)

From: Jim Paxon

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 02:09 PM US Mountain Standard Time

To: Lynda Lambert

Ce: Mark A. Hart; Larry Riley; Gary R. Hovatter; Eric Gardner

Subject: RE: Draft endangered cat trail cam photo news release -- for approval

A change to the heading to hedge just a little. Suggested by Tom Cadden. Better to have a
little wiggle room. Jim

Jim Paxon, Information Branch Chief
Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 West Carefree Highway IEIN
Phoenix AZ 85086

Phone 623.236.7226 / Cell 602,920.8053



jpaxon@azgfd.gov / Fax 623.236.7903
www.azgfd.gov

Click here to sign up for AZGFD eNEWS

From: Lynda Lambert

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 1:33 PM

To: Larry Voyles; Gary R. Hovatter; Leonard Ordway; Ty Gray; Larry Riley; Raul Vega; Eric Gardner; Bill Vanpelt; Tim
Snow

Cc: Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Tom Cadden; Mark A, Hart

Subject: Draft endangered cat trail cam photo news release -- for approval

Hi everyone,

Attached is a draft news release (thanks to Mark Hart) to use when we are ready to announce that we have a new
picture of either a jaguar or ocelot, as well as the cropped version of the photo that | suggest we use. Please forward it
to anyone that I might have missed, and let both Mark and | know if you have any suggested edits as soon as possible.
We'd like to be ready to go once we get the green light.

Even more importantly, please let us know when we are free to proceed with releasing the information. I'm not sure
who else still needs advanced notification.

Thanks!

Regards,

Lynda Lambert

Public information Officer

Arizona Game and Fish Department
T: 623.236.7203

C:602.531.2393

F:. 623.236.7903
llambert@azgfd.gov

Your Wildlife is the
Heritage Fund's Legacy

Making a Difference for Conservation




James Driscoll

From: Gary R. Hovatter

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 2:42 PM

To: Lynda Lambert; Mark A. Hart; Eric Gardner: Jim Paxon

Cc: Larry Riley; Bob Broscheid; Ben Alteneder

Subject: RE: Draft endangered cat trail cam photo news release -- for approval

Attachments: 121003_Jaguar or ocelot_trailcam_photo_nr.doc; 120923_Jaguar or ocelot_trailcarn_web.jpg
All,

I’'m good with the draft release (unless we wanted to add words to the effect the Department questions the need or
appropriateness of pursuing critical habitat . . . but you can wave me off of that). I’'m more than good with giving USFWS
an advanced look at the release AS LONG AS THEY DON'T ADD MORE THAN AN HOUR OR TWO TO THE PROCESS OF

GETTING IT ON THE STREET.

--Gary/GF2

From: Lynda Lambert

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 2:28 PM

To: Mark A. Hart; Eric Gardner; Jim Paxon

Cc: Larry Riley; Gary R, Hovatter

Subject: RE: Draft endangered cat trail cam photo news release -- for approval

I was going to share it with them AFTER we’ve come to consensus internally.

Regards,

e S ambert

Public Information Officer
P: 623.236.7203

C. 602.531.2393
F. 623.236.7903

From: Mark A. Hart

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 2:26 PM

To: Eric Gardner; Jim Paxon; Lynda Lambert

Cc: Larry Riley; Gary R. Hovatter

Subject: RE: Draft endangered cat trail cam photo news release -- for approval

Just spoke with USFWS PIO Jeff Humphrey and they would like to see if before distribution.

Mark

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 2:24 PM

TFo: Jim Paxon; Lynda Lambert

Cc: Mark A. Hart; Larry Riley; Gary R. Hovatter

Subject: RE: Draft endangered cat trail cam photo news release -- for approval

Have we or can I share this draft with Spangle and Jean?



Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chiefl
623-236-7507

Sent with Good (www.good.com)

----- Original Message-----

From: Jim Paxon

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 02:09 PM US Mountain Standard Time

To: Lynda Lambert

Ce: Mark A. Hart; Larry Riley; Gary R. Hovatter; Eric Gardner

Subject: RE: Draft endangered cat trail cam photo news release -- for approval

A change to the heading to hedge just a little. Suggested by Tom Cadden. Better to have a
little wiggle room. Jim

Jim Paxon, Information Branch Chief
Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 West Carefree Highway IEIN
Phoenix AZ 85086

Phone 623.236.7226 / Cell 602.920.8053
ipaxon@azgfd.gov / Fax 623.236.7903
www.azgfd.gov

Click here to sign up for AZGFD eNEWS

From: Lynda Lambert

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 1:33 PM

To: Larry Voyles; Gary R. Hovatter; Leonard Ordway; Ty Gray; Larry Riley; Raul Vega; Eric Gardner; Bill Vanpelt; Tim
Snow

Cc: Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Tom Cadden; Mark A. Hart

Subject: Draft endangered cat trail cam photo news release -- for approval

Hi everyone,

Attached is a draft news release (thanks to Mark Hart) to use when we are ready to announce that we have a new
picture of either a jaguar or ocelot, as well as the cropped version of the photo that | suggest we use. Please forward it
to anyone that | might have missed, and let both Mark and | know if you have any suggested edits as soon as possible.
We'd like to be ready to go once we get the green light.

Even more importantly, please let us know when we are free to proceed with releasing the information. I’'m not sure
who else still needs advanced notification.

Thanks!

Regards,

Lynda Lambert

Public information Officer

Arizona Game and Fish Depariment
T:623.236.7203

C:602.531.2393

F:623.236.7903

Hambert@azafd.qov
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Contact
Mark A. Hart (520) 388-4445
Public Information Officer, Tucson

Lynda Lambert (623) 236-7203
Public Information Officer, Phoenix

Arizona Game and Fish Department

NEWS REI.LEASE

For immediate release, Oct. XX, 2012

Game and Fish analyzing new photo of endangered cat sighted southeast of
Tucson

TUCSON, Ariz. - The Arizona Game and Fish Department is currently analyzing a recent
trait camera photo of either a jaguar or an ocelot sighted southeast of Tucson.

The photo includes only the tail, a small portion of the hind quarter and one leg of the animal,
making positive identification more difficult. Game and Fish is now consuiting with outside
experts about the photo, taken Sept. 23 and submitted by a sportsman, to better identify the
species.

“We have definitively determined that it is either a jaguar or an ocelot, but we have not
positively identified which species it is and we may never be able to make that confirmation due
to the limited information available from the photo,” said Game and Fish Nongame Branch Chief
Eric Gardner.

Four of the last five confirmed jaguar sightings in Arizona have been reported by hunters,
who all took responsible action to document the animal and report it to Game and Fish.
Sportsmen also provided Game and Fish with two sets of trail camera photos of an ocelot in the
Huachuca Mountains in 2012. These hunters have provided biologists with critical information
that may not otherwise be known, information that will help increase the understanding of these
species’ existence in the borderland area.

Jaguars have been protected outside of the United States under the Endangered Species
Act since 1973, That protection was extended to jaguars within the U.S. in 1997, the year after
their presence in the Arizona and New Mexico borderlands was confirmed.

Jaguars once ranged from southern South America through Central America and Mexico and
into the southern United States. it is believed that southern Arizona is the most northern part of
the range for a population of jaguars living in Sonora, Mexico.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service announced in August considering designation of vast
areas of Southeastern Arizona as critical habitat for the jaguar.

Ocelots are small to medium-sized spotted cats with a long tail. These cats have been listed
as endangered since 1982 under the federal Endangered Species Act.

The present range for ocelots is in the eastern and western lowlands of Mexico, from
southern Mexico through Central America and in the lowland areas of Colombia, Ecuador, Peru
and Brazil. On the fringes of their range, they occupy a very limited region in both the United
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States (a remnant population exists in southern Texas) and Argentina. Other animals such as
bobcats, young mountain licns and servals, an African cat popuiar in the pet trade, are
sometimes misidentified as ocelots, which is why verification is so very important.

Jaguars and ocelots are protected by the Endangered Species Act and should be left alone.
If anyone encounters a cat believed to be a jaguar or ocelot, the Game and Fish Department
requests that photos along with observation information be reported immediately to the
department or through the Operation Game Thief hotline at (800) 352-0700.

-30-

The Arizona Game and Fish Department prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, sex, national origin, age,
disability in its programs and activities. If anyone believes they have been discriminated against in any Game and
Fish program or activity, including its employment practices, the individuai may file a complaint alleging discrimination
directly with the Game and Fish Director's Office, 5000 W. Carefree Highway, Phx., AZ 85086, (602) 942-3000 or
U.8. Fish and Wildlife Service, 4040 N. Fairfax Dr., Ste. 130, Arlington, VA 22203. If you require this dacument in an
alternative format, please contact the Game and Fish Director’s Office as listed above or by calling TTY at (800) 367-
8939.






Jamaes Driscoll

From: Gary R. Hovatter :

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 2:45 PM

To: Lynda Lambert; Mark A. Hart; Eric Gardner; Jim Paxon

Cc: Larry Riley; Bob Broscheid; Ben Alteneder

Subject: RE: Draft endangered cat trail cam photo news release -- for approval

I grabbed Lynda’s version of the release and not Jim’s later edit when | sent this a few minutes ago. 'm good with both.

--Gary/GF2

From: Gary R. Hovatter

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 2:42 PM

To: Lynda Lambert; Mark A, Hart; Eric Gardner; Jim Paxon

Cc: Larry Riley; Bob Broscheid; Ben Alteneder

Subject: RE: Draft endangered cat trail cam photo news release -- for approval

All,

I'm good with the draft release (unless we wanted to add words to the effect the Department questions the need or
appropriateness of pursuing critical habitat . . . but you can wave me off of that). I'm more than good with giving USFWS
an advanced look at the release AS LONG AS THEY DON'T ADD MORE THAN AN HOUR OR TWO TO THE PROCESS OF
GETTING IT ON THE STREET.

--Gary/GF2

From: Lynda Lambert

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 2:28 PM

To: Mark A. Hart; Eric Gardner; Jim Paxon

Cc: Larry Riley; Gary R. Hovatter

Subject: RE: Draft endangered cat trail cam photo news release -- for approval

I was going to share it with them AFTER we’ve come to consensus internally.

Regards,

i eambort
Public Information Officer
P: 623.236.7203

C: 602.531.2393
F.623.236.7903

From: Mark A. Hart

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 2:26 PM

To: Eric Gardner; Jim Paxon; Lynda Lambert

Cc: Larry Riley; Gary R. Hovatter

Subject: RE: Draft endangered cat trail cam photo news release -- for approval

Just spoke with USFWS PIO Jeff Humphrey and they would like to see if before distribution.

Mark



From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 2:24 PM

To: Jim Paxon; Lynda Lambert

Cc: Mark A, Hart; Larry Riley; Gary R. Hovatter

Subject: RE: Draft endangered cat trail cam photo news release -- for approval

Have we or can I share this draft with Spangle and Jean?

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief
623-236-7507

Sent with Good (www.good.com)

From: Jim Paxon

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 02:09 PM US Mountain Standard Time

To: Lynda Lambert

Ce: Mark A, Hart; Larry Riley; Gary R. Hovatter; Eric Gardner

Subject: RE: Draft endangered cat trail cam photo news release -- for approval

A change to the heading to hedge just a little. Suggested by Tom Cadden. Better to have a
little wiggle room. Jim

Jim Paxon, Information Branch Chief
Arizona Game and Fish Department

5000 West Carefree Highway IEIN
Phoenix AZ 85086

Phone 623.236.7226 / Ceil 602.920.8053
jpaxon@azafd.gov / Fax 623.236.7903

www.azgfd.gov
Click here to sign up for AZGFD eNEWS

From: Lynda Lambert

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 1:33 PM

To: Larry Vayles; Gary R, Hovatter; Leonard Ordway; Ty Gray; Larry Riley; Raul Vega; Eric Gardner; Biil Vanpelt; Tim
Snow

Cc: Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Tom Cadden; Mark A. Hart

Subject: Draft endangered cat trail cam photo news release -- for approvai

Hi everyone,

Attached is a draft news release (thanks to Mark Hart) to use when we are ready to announce that we have a new
picture of either a jaguar or ocelot, as well as the cropped version of the photo that | suggest we use. Please forward it
to anyone that | might have missed, and let both Mark and | know if you have any suggested edits as soon as possible.
We'd like to be ready to go once we get the green light.

Even more importantly, please let us know when we are free to proceed with releasing the information. I'm not sure
who else still needs advanced notification.

Thanks!



Regards,

Lynda Lambert

Public Information Officer

Arizona Game and Fish Department
T: 623.236.7203

C:602.531.2393

F:623.236.7903

llambert@azafd.gov

Your Wildlife is the
Heritage Fund's Legacy

Making a Difference for Conservation




James Driscoll

From; Lynda Lambert

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 2:49 PM

To: Gary R. Hovatter; Mark A. Hart; Eric Gardner; Jim Paxon

Cc: Larry Riley; Bob Broscheid; Ben Alteneder

Subiject: RE: Draft endangered cat trail cam photo news release -- for approval
Attachments: 121003_Jaguar or ocelot_trailcam_photo_nr.doc

Here is a version that includes a couple of tweaks from Eric, especially the quote. Please let us know if you have any
further changes and we will get it to FWS.

Regards,

= pmda SZantberl

FPublic Information Officer
P: 623.236.7203

C:602.531.2393
F: 623.236.7903

From: Gary R. Hovatter

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 2:42 PM

To: Lynda Lambert; Mark A. Hart; Eric Gardner; Jim Paxon

Cc: Larry Riley; Bob Broscheid; Ben Alteneder

Subject: RE: Draft endangered cat trail cam photo news release -- for approvai

All,

I'm good with the draft release {unless we wanted to add words to the effect the Department quastions the need or
appropriateness of pursuing critical habitat . . . but you can wave me off of that). I'm more than good with giving USFWS
an advanced look at the release AS LONG AS THEY DON’T ADD MORE THAN AN HOUR OR TWO TO THE PROCESS OF
GETTING IT ON THE STREET.

--Gary/GF2

From: Lynda Lambert

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 2:28 PM

To: Mark A, Hart; Eric Gardner; Jim Paxon

Cc: Larry Riley; Gary R. Hovatter

Subject: RE: Draft endangered cat trail cam photo news release -- for approval

I' was going to share it with them AFTER we’ve come to consensus internaily,

Regards,

i Eembort
Public Information Officer
P: 623.236.7203

C: 602.531.2393
F:623.236.7903

From: Mark A. Hart
Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 2:26 PM
To: Eric Gardner; Jim Paxon; Lynda Lambert



Cc: Larry Riley; Gary R, Hovatter
Subject: RE: Draft endangered cat trail cam photo news release -- for approval

Just spoke with USFWS PIO Jeff Humphrey and they would like to see if before distribution.

Mark

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 2:24 PM

To: Jim Paxon; Lynda Lambert

Cc: Mark A. Hart; Larry Riley; Gary R. Hovatter

Subject: RE: Draft endangered cat trail cam photo news release -- for approval

Have we or can | share this draft with Spangle and Jean?

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief
623-236-7507

Sent with Good (www.good.com)

From: Jim Paxon

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 02:09 PM US Mountain Standard Time

Te: Lynda Lambert

Cec: Mark A. Hart; Larry Riley; Gary R. Hovatter; Eric Gardner

Subject: RE: Draft endangered cat trail cam photo news release -- for approval

A change to the heading to hedge just a little. Suggested by Tom Cadden. Better to have a
little wiggle room. Jim

Jim Paxon, Information Branch Chief
Arizona Game and Fish Department

5000 West Carefree Highway IEIN
Phoenix AZ 85086

Phone 623.236.7226 / Cell 602.920.8053

jpaxon@azgfd.gov / Fax 623.236.,7903

www.azgfd,gov
Click here to sign up for AZGFD eNEWS

From: Lynda Lambert

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 1:33 PM

To: Larry Voyles; Gary R. Hovatter; Leonard Ordway; Ty Gray; Larry Riley; Raul Vega; Eric Gardner; Bill Vanpelt; Tim
Snow

Cc: Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Tom Cadden; Mark A. Hart

Subject: Draft endangered cat trail cam photo news release -- for approval

Hi everyone,

Attached is a draft news release {thanks to Mark Hart) to use when we are ready to announce that we have a new
picture of either a jaguar or ocelot, as well as the cropped version of the photo that | suggest we use. Please forward it

2



to anyone that | might have missed, and let both Mark and | know if you have any suggested edits as soon as possible.
we'd like to be ready to go once we get the green light.

Even more importantly, please let us know when we are free to proceed with releasing the information. I'm not sure
who else still needs advanced notification.

Thanks!

Regards,

Lynda Lambert

Public Information Officer

Arizona Game and Fish Department
T.623.236.7203

C: 602.531.2393

F. 623.236.7903
llambert@azgfd.qov

Your Wildlife is the
Heritage Fund’'s Legacy

Making a Difference for Conservation




Contact
Mark A. Hart (520) 388-4445
Public Information Officer, Tucson

Lynda Lambert (623) 236-7203
Public Information Officer, Phoenix

Arizona Game and Fish Department

NEWS RELEASE

For immediate release, Oct. XX, 2012

Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat sighted
southeast of Tucson

TUCSON, Ariz. — The Arizona Game and Fish Department is currently analyzing a recent
trait camera photo of either a jaguar or an ocelot sighted southeast of Tucson.

The photo includes only the tail and a small portion of a hind quarter of the animal, making
positive identification more difficuit. Game and Fish is now consulting with outside experts about
the photo, taken Sept. 23 and submitted by a sportsman, to better identify the species.

“We have definitively determined that it is either a jaguar or an ocelot, but we need to do
further analysis of the animal’s spot patterns and size to try to positively identify which species it
is,” said Game and Fish Nongame Branch Chief Eric Gardner.

Four of the last five confirmed jaguar sightings in Arizona have been reported by hunters,
who all took responsible action to document the animal and report it to Game and Fish.
Sportsmen also provided Game and Fish with two sets of trail camera photos of an oceiot in the
Huachuca Mountains in 2012. These hunters have provided biologists with critical information
that may not otherwise be known, information that will help increase the understanding of these
species’ existence in the borderland area.

Jaguars have been protected outside of the United States under the Endangered Species
Act since 1973. That protection was extended to jaguars within the U.S. in 1997, the year after
their presence in the Arizona and New Mexico borderlands was confirmed.

Jaguars once ranged from southern South America through Central America and Mexico and
into the southern United States. It is believed that southern Arizona is the most northern part of
the range for a population of jaguars living in Sonora, Mexico.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service announced in August that it is considering designation of
vast areas of Southeastern Arizona as critical habitat for the jaguar,

Ocelots are small to medium-sized spotted cats with a long tail. These cats have been listed
as endangered since 1982 under the federal Endangered Species Act.

The present range for ocelots is in the eastern and western lowlands of Mexico, from
southern Mexico through Central America and in the lowland areas of Colombia, Ecuador, Peru
and Brazil. On the fringes of their range, they occupy a very limited region in both the United
States (a remnant population exists in southern Texas) and Argentina. Other animals such as
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bobcats, young mountain lions and servals, an African cat popular in the pet trade, are
sometimes misidentified as ocelots, which is why verification is so very important.

Jaguars and ocelots are protected by the Endangered Species Act and should be left alone.
If anyone encounters a cat believed to be a jaguar or ocelot, the Game and Fish Department
requests that photos along with observation information be reported immediately to the
department or through the Operation Game Thief hotline at (800) 352-0700.

-30-

The Arizona Game and Fish Department prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, sex, national origin, age,
disability in its programs and activities. If anyone believes they have been discriminated against in any Game and
Fish program or activity, including its employment practices, the individual may file a complaint alleging discrimination
directly with the Game and Fish Director’s Office, 5000 W. Carefree Highway, Phx., AZ 85088, {602) 942-3000 or
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 4040 N. Fairfax Dr., Ste. 130, Arlington, VA 22203. If you require this document in an
alternative format, please contact the Game and Fish Director's Office as listed above or by caliing TTY at (800) 367-
8939.



James Driscoll

From: Mark A. Hart

Sent: Wednesday, October 31, 2012 11:07 AM

To: James Driscoll

Subject: FW: Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat sighted southeast of
Tucson

Attachments: 120923_Jaguar or ocelot_trailcam_web. JPG

From: Mark A. Hart

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 3:51 PM

To: Arizona Bilingual; Arizona Daily Star; Arizona Daily Star; Arizona Daily Star; Arizona Daily Wildcat; Arizona News
Radio; Arizona Public Media; Associated Press; Aztec Press; Daily Territorial; Desert Lightning News ; Joe Fagan; KGUN-
TV; KGUN-TV; KGUN-TV; KNST-AM; KNST-AM; KOLD-TV; KOLD-TV; KUAT; KUAT; KVOA-TV; KVOA-TV; KVOA-TV; KVOA-
TV; KVOI-AM; KXCI-FM; Tucson Citizen; Tucson Weekly; Tucson Weekly; Benson/San Pedro Valley News-Sun;
Benson/San Pedro Valley News-Sun; Green Valley News & Sun; Green Valley News & Sun; KBRP-FM; KBRP-FM; KBRP-FM;
KGVY-AM; KKYZ-FM; KOHN-FM; KTAN-AM & K101/KWCD-FM; KTAN-AM & KZMK-FM; Nogales International; Nogales
Internationai; Sierra Vista Herald; Sierra Vista Herald/Bisbee Daily Review; Sierrra Vista Herald; Tombstone Epitaph;
Tombstone News; Tombstone Tumbleweed; Tubac Villager; Tubac Villager

Cc: Raul Vega

Subject: Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat sighted southeast of Tucson

Contact

Mark A. Hart (520) 388-4445
Public Information Officer, Tucson
Lynda Lambert (623) 236-7203
Public Information Officer, Phoenix

Arizona Game and Fish Department

NEWS RELEASE

For immediate release, Oct. 2, 2012

Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat sighted southeast of Tucson

TUCSON, Ariz. — The Arizona Game and Fish Department is currently analyzing a recent trail camera photo
of either a jaguar or an ocelot sighted southeast of Tucson.

The photo includes only the tail and a small portion of a hind quarter of the animal, making positive
identification more difficult. Game and Fish is now consulting with outside experts about the photo, taken Sept.
23 and submitted by a sportsman, to better identify the species.

“We have definitively determined that it is either a jaguar or an ocelot, but we need to do further analysis of
the animal’s spot patterns and size to try to positively identify which species it is,” said Game and Fish
Nongame Branch Chief Eric Gardner.

Four of the last five confirmed jaguar sightings in Arizona have been reported by hunters, who all took
responsible action to document the animal and report it to Game and Fish. Sportsmen also provided Game
and Fish with two sets of trail camera photos of an ocelot in the Huachuca Mountains in 2012, These hunters
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have provided biologists with critical information that may not otherwise be known, information that wiil help
increase the understanding of these species’ existence in the borderland area.

Jaguars have been protected outside of the United States under the Endangered Species Act since 1973.
That protection was extended to jaguars within the U.S. in 1997, the year after their presence in the Arizona
and New Mexico borderlands was confirmed.

Jaguars once ranged from southern South America through Central America and Mexico and into the
southern United States. It is believed that southern Arizona is the most northern part of the range for a
population of jaguars living in Sonora, Mexico.

Ocelots are small to medium-sized spotted cats with a long tail. These cats have been listed as endangered
since 1982 under the federal Endangered Species Act.

The present range for ocelots is in the eastern and western lowlands of Mexico, from southern Mexico
through Central America and in the lowland areas of Colombia, Ecuador, Peru and Brazil. On the fringes of
their range, they occupy a very limited region in both the United States (a remnant population exists in
southern Texas) and Argentina. Other animals such as bobcats, young mountain lions and servals, an African
cat popular in the pet trade, are sometimes misidentified as ocelots, which is why verification is so very
important.

Jaguars and ocelots are protected by the Endangered Species Act and should be left alone. If anyone
encounters a cat believed to be a jaguar or ocelot, the Game and Fish Department requests that photos along
with observation information be reported immediately to the department or through the Operation Game Thief
hotline at (800) 352-0700.

-30-

The Arizona Game and Fish Department prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, sex, national origin, age, disability in its
programs and activities. If anyone believes they have been discriminated against in any Game and Fish program or activity, including
its employment practices, the individual may file a complaint alleging discrimination directly with the Game and Fish Director's Office,
5000 W. Carefree Highway, Phx., AZ 85086, (602) 942-3000 or U.S. Fish and Wildiife Service, 4040 N. Fairfax Dr., Ste, 130, Artington,
VA 22203. If you require this document in an alternative format, please contact the Game and Fish Director's Office as listed above or
by calling TTY at (800) 367-8939.

Mark A. Hart

Public information officer

Arizona Game and Fish Department
555 N. Greasewoocd Road

Tucson, AZ 85745

Office: (520} 388-4445

Cell: (520) 282-0578

E-mail: mhart@azgfd.gov







James Driscoll

From: AZGFD le-news@azgfd.gov]

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 3:56 PM

To: Ben Alteneder

Subject: News Release: Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat
x| : Contact:

Mark A. Hart (520) 388-4445
Public information Officer,
Tucson

Lynda Lambert (623) 236-7203
Public Information Officer, Phoenix

Arizona Game and Fish Department

NEWS RELEASE
For immediate release, Oct. 2, 2012

Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat sighted southeast
of Tucson

TUCSON, Ariz. - The Arizona Game and Fish Department is currently analyzing a recent
trail camera photo of either a jaguar or an ocelot sighted southeast of Tucson.

The photo includes only the tail and a small portion of a hind quarter of the animal, making
positive identification more difficult. Game and Fish is now consulting with outside experts
about the photo, taken Sept. 23 and submitted by a sportsman, to better identify the
species,

x] - “We have definitively determined that it is either a jaguar or an ocelot, but we need

;| to do further analysis of the animal's spot patterns and size to try to positively
identify which species it is,” said Game and Fish Nongame Branch Chief Eric
Gardner.,

Four of the last five confirmed jaguar sightings in Arizona have been reported by hunters,
who all took responsible action to document the animal and report it to Game and Fish.
Sportsmen also provided Game and Fish with two sets of trail camera photos of an ocelot
in the Huachuca Mountains in 2012. These hunters have provided biologists with critical
information that may not otherwise be known, information that will help increase the
understanding of these species' existence in the borderland area.

Jaguars have been protected outside of the United States under the Endangered Species
Act since 1973, That protection was extended to jaguars within the U.S. in 1997, the year
after their presence in the Arizona and New Mexico borderlands was confirmed.

Jaguars once ranged from southern South America through Central America and Mexico
and into the southern United States. It is believed that southern Arizona is the most
northern part of the range for a population of jaguars living in Sonora, Mexico.

Ocelots are small to medium-sized spotted cats with a long tail. These cats have been
listed as endangered since 1982 under the federal Endangered Species Act.

The present range for ocelots is in the eastern and western lowlands of Mexico, from
southern Mexico through Central America and in the lowland areas of Colombia, Ecuador,
Peru and Brazil. On the fringes of their range, they occupy a very limited region in both the
United States (a remnant population exists in southern Texas) and Argentina, Other
animals such as bobcats, young mountain lions and servals, an African cat popular in the
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pet trade, are sometimes misidentified as ocelots, which is why verification is so very
important.

Jaguars and ocelots are protected by the Endangered Species Act and should be left
alone. If anyone encounters a cat believed to be a jaguar or ocelot, the Game and Fish
Department requests that photos along with observation information be reported
immediately to the department or through the Operation Game Thief hotline at (800) 352-
0700.

-30-

The Arizona Game and Fish Department prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, sex, national origin, age, or
disability in its programs and activities. If anyone believes that they have been discriminated against in any of the
AGFD's programs or activities, including employment praclices, they may file a complaint with the Deputy Director, 5000
W. Carefree Highway, Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000, (602) 942-3000, or with the Fish and Wildlife Service, 4040 N. Fairfax
Dr. Ste. 130, Arlington, VA 22203. Persons with a disability may request a reasonable accommodation or this document
in an alternative format by contacting the Dieputy Director as listed above.

Unsubscribe from all lists.

Change your E-mail address or subscriptions here.



Eric Gardner

From: Jim Paxon

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 4:08 PM

To: Gary R. Hovatter

Ce: Larry Riley; Eric Gardner

Subject: FW: News Release: Game and Fish analyzmg new photo of possible endangered cat

Gary, Gone and on the streets, Jim

Jim Paxon, Information Branch Chief
Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 West Carefree Highway IEIN
Phoenix AZ 85086

Phone 623.236.7226 / Cell 602.920.8053

ipaxon@azgfd.gov / Fax 623.236.7903

www.azafd.gov
Click here to sign up for AZGFD eNEWS

From: AZGFD [maijlto:e-news@azgfd.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 3:56 PM

To: Jim Paxon
Subject: News Release: Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat

Contact:

Mark A. Hart (520} 388-4445
Public Information Officer,
Tucson

Lynda Lambert {623) 236-7203
Public Information Cfficer, Phoenix

Arizona Game and Fish Department

NEWS RELEASE
For immediate release, Oct. 2, 2012

Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat sighted southeast
of Tucson :



TUCSON, Ariz. — The Arizoria Game and Fish Department is currenily analyzing a recent
trail camera pheto of either a jaguar or an oceiot sighted southeast of Tucson.

The photo includes only the tail and a small portion of a hind quarter of the animal, making
posilive identification more difficult. Game and Fish is now consulting with outside experis
about the photo, taken Sept. 23 and submitied by a sportsman, to betler identify the
species.

“We have definitively determined
that it is either a jaguar or an ocelot,
but we need to do further analysis of
the animal's spot patterns and size
to try to positively identify which
species it is," said Game and Fish
Nongame Branch Chief Eric
Gardner,

Four of the last five confirmed jaguar

sightings in Arizona have been

R reported by hunters, who all took

W ‘esponsible action to document the
§ animal and report it to Game and

@ Fish. Sporismen also provided

® Game and Fish with two sets of trail
camera photos of an ocelot in the

Huachuca Mountains in 2012.

4 These hunters have provided

biclogists with critical information

that may not otherwise be known,

information that will help increase

the understanding of these species’

existence in the borderland area.

j Jaguars have been protecied
outside of the United States under
the Endangered Species Act since
1973. That protection was extended
to jaguars within the U.S. in 1997, the year after their presence in the Arizona and New
Mexico borderlands was confirmed.

Jaguars once ranged from southern South America through Central America and Mexico
and into the southern United Stales. It is believed that southern Arizona is the most
northern part of the range for a population of jaguars tiving in Sonaora, Mexico.

Ocelots are small to medium-sized spotted cats with a long tail. These cats have been
listed as endangered since 1982 under the iederal Endangered Species Act.

The present range for ocelots is in the eastern and western fowlands of Mexico, from
southern Mexico through Central America and in the Jowland areas of Colombia, Ecuador,
Peru and Brazil. On the fringes of their range, they occupy a very limited region in both the
United States (a remnant population exists in southern Texas) and Argentina. Other
animals such as bobcats, young mountain lions and servals, an African cat popular in the
pet trade, are sometimes misidentified as ocelots, which is why verification is so very
important.

Jaguars and ocelots are protected by the Endangered Species Act and should be left
alone. If anyone encounters a cat believed to be a jaguar or ocelot, the Game and Fish
Department requests that photos along with observation information be reported
immediately to the department or through the Operation Game Thief hotline at (800) 352-
0700.



-30-

The Arizona Game and Fish Department prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, sex. national origin. age, or
disability in ils programs and activities. If anyone believes that they have been discriminated against in any cf the
AGFD's programs or aclivities, including employment praclices, they may file a8 complaint with the Deputy Director, 5000
W. Carefree Highway, Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000, (602) 942-3000, or with the Fish and Wildlife Service. 4040 N. Faidfar
Dr. Ste. 130, Arlington, VA 22203. Persons with a disabiiily may request a reascnable accommadation or this document
in an allernative format by contacling the Deputy Director as listed above. '

Unsubscribe from all lists.
Change your E-mail address or sub:scriptions here.



Eric Gardner

From: Jim Paxon

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 4.09 PM

To: Eric Gardner

Subject: RE: News Release: Game and Fish analyzing new photo of passible endangered cat

Eric, Absolutely and they were o.k. without changes. Jim

Jim Paxon, Information Branch Chief
Arizona Game and Fish Department

5000 West Carefree Highway IEIN
Phoenix AZ 85086

Phone 623.236.7226 / Cell 602.920.8053
ipaxon@azgfd.gov / Fax 623.236.7903

www.azgfd.qov
Click here to sign up for AZGFD eNEWS

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 4:09 PM

To: Jim Paxon

Subject: RE: News Release: Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat

Did it get run by FWS?

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief

Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 W, Carefrec Highway

Phocenix, AZ 85086-5000

Work: (623) 236-7507

Your Wildlife is the
Heritage Fund's Legacy

Making a Diference for Conservation

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the latest news and information on wildlife issues and events, outdoor
tips, education programs, regulations, and more. http://www.azgfd. gov/eservices/subscribe.shtm]

From: Jim Paxon

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 4:08 PM

To: Gary R. Hovatter

Cc: Larry Riley; Eric Gardner

Subject: FW: News Release: Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat

Gary, Gone and on the streets. Jim



Jim Paxcn, Information Branch Chief
Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 West Carefree Highway [EIN
FPhoenix AZ 85086

Phone 623.236.7226 / Cell 602.920.8053
ipaxon@azgfd.qov / Fax 623.236.7303
www.azgfd.goy

Click here to sign up for AZGFD eNEWS

From: AZGFD [mailto:e-news@azgfd.qov

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 3:56 PM

To: Jim Paxon

Subject: News Release: Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat

Contact:

Mark A. Hart {520} 388-4445
Public Information Officer,
Tucson

Lynda Lambert (623) 236-7203
Public Information Officer, Phoenix

Arizona Game and Fish Department

NEWS RELEASE
For immediate release, QOct. 2, 2012

Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat sighted southeast
of Tucson

TUCSON, Ariz. -~ The Arizona Game
and Fish Depariment is currently
anatyzing a recent trail camera
photo of either a jaguar or an ocelot
sighted southeast of Tucson.

The photo includes only the tail and
a small portion of a hind quarter of
the animal, making positive
identification more difficuit. Game
and Fish is now consulting with
outside experts about the photo,

B taken Sept. 23 and submitted by a
B sportsman, to better identify the

™ Species.

4 “We have definitively determined
that it is either a jaguar or an ocelot,
but we need to do further analysis of
the animal's spot patterns and size
to try to positively identify which
species it is," said Game and Fish
Nongame Branch Chief Eric
Gardner.

Four of the last five confirmed jaguar
¢ sightings in Arizona have been
reported by hunters, who all took
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responsible action to document the animal and report it to Game and Fish. Sportsmen
also provided Game and Fish with two sets of trait camera photos of an ccelot in the
Huachuca Mountains in 2012. These hunters have provided biclogists with critical
information that may not otherwise be known, information that will help increase the
understanding of these species’ existence in the bordertand area.

Jaguars have been protected outside of the United States under the Endangered Species
Act since 1973. That protection was extended to jaguars within the U.S. in 1997, the year
after their presence in the Arizona and New Mexico borderlands was confirmed.

Jaguars once ranged from southern South America through Centrat America and Mexico
and into the southern United States. It is believed that southern Arizona is the most
northern part of the range for a population of jaguars living in Sonora, Mexico.

OCcelots are small to medium-sized spotted cats with a long tail. These cals have been
listed as endangered since 1982 under the federal Endangered Species Act.

The present range for ocelots is in the eastern and western lowlands of Mexico, from
southern Mexico through Central America and in the lowland areas of Colombia, Ecuador,
Peru and Brazil. On the fringes of their range, they occupy a very limited region in both the
United States (a remnant population exists in southern Texas) and Argentina. Other
animals such as bobcals, young mountain lions and servals, an African cat popular in the
pet trade, are sometimes misidentified as ocelots, which is why verification is so very
important,

Jaguars and ocelots are protected by the Endangered Species Act and should be left
alone. If anyone encounters a cat believed to be a jaguar or ocelot, the Game and Fish
Department reauests that photos along with observation information be reported
immediately to the department or through the Operation Game Thief hotline at (800) 352-
0700,

-30-

The Arizona Game and Fish Department prohibits discrimination on Lhe basis of race, celor, sex, nalienal origin, age, or
disability in its programs and activities. If anyone believes thal they have been discriminated against in any of the
AGFD's programs or activities, including employment practices, they may file a complaint wilh the Deputy Direclor, 5000
W. Carefree Highway, Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000, (602) 942-3000, or with the Fish and Wildlife Service, 4040 N. Fairfax
Dr. Ste. 130, Arlington, VA 22203. Persons with a disability may request a reasonable accommodation or this documentl
in an afternative formal by contacting the Deputy Director as listed above.

Unsubscribe from all lists.
Change your E-mail address or subscriptions here.



Eric Gardner

From: Tim Sncow

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 4:10 PM

To: Eric Gardner

Subject: Comparison photos

Attachments: September 2012 Comparison.jpg; September 2012 Comparison. pptx

Eric — Try either of these or both. One was created with the print screen function and then copied into a jpeg. The other
is a PowerPoint slide.

Hope this helps. Let me know if you need something different.
--Tim

Tim K. Snow

Region V Nongame Specialist
555 N. Greasewood Road
Tucson, AZ 85745

(520) 388-4449

Sign up for AZGFD eNews - Wildlife news, fishing reports, hunting tips, and more!
Learn more about Fishing and Hunting in AZ or Get Your Licenses Online










James Driscoll

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Tue October 02, 2012 4:30 PM

To:

Cc: ‘marit_alanen@fws.gov'; 'Jean_Calhoun@fws.gov'; 'Erin_Fernandez@fws.gov';

‘Steve_Spangle@fws.gov'; Larry Riley; Gary R. Hovatter; Bob Broscheid: Jim Paxon; Mark A.
Hart; Tim Snow; Francisco Abarca; Bill Vanpelt: Jim Paxon

Subject: Care to fry to identify this spotted cat?

Attachments: September 2012 Comparison.jpg; September 2012 Comparison.pptx

Jaguar and Ocelot experts,

I am sorry to intrude upon you once again, but AGFD recently acquired a series of camera trap (trail camera)
photos that include one photo with the tail and a small portion of hindquarter/leg of a spotted cat. We are
seeking outside opinion on species identification, but would of course prefer a more definitive answer if one
can be given based upon the limited amount of information available in the photos. Due to the site being
possibly easy to recognize, we have spliced several photos together and left in a few landmarks that may help
with size. All photos were taken from the same camera at the same location and are not blown up or shrunk
down in the composite, so the animals and their proximity to the camera may help in determining size. The
full pictures may be provided if we are unable to get an answer with what is provided and if you feel they will
be helpful, but | would prefer to wait on that for a bit.

As mentioned above, expert opinion will be helpful, but if you can back it up by explaining what in the photos
helped lead you to your conclusion (if you have one), that would be extremely helpful. As always, | have my
opinion but will hold off fram sharing so as not to bias your analysis...

Qur press release just went out and | have pasted it below.

Once again, thank you for your help. If | have forgotten to include anyone that would be valuable in this effort
please let me know (and send me their email address please) and V'l forward the email.

Eric Gardner

From: AZGFD [mailto:e-news@azgfd.gov]

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 3:56 PM
To: Jim Paxon
Subject: News Release: Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat

Contact:

Mark A. Hart {(520) 388-4445
Public Information Officer,
Tucson

Lynda Lambert (623) 236-7203
Public Information Officer, Phoenix

Arizona Game and Fish Department

NEWS RELEASE
For immediate release, Oct. 2, 2012

Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat sighted southeast
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of Tucson

TUCSON, Ariz. — The Arizona Game and Fish Department is currently analyzing a recent
-trail camera photo of either a jaguar cr an ocelot sighted southeast of Tucson.

The photo includes only the tail and a small portion of a hind quarter of the animal, making
positive identification more difficult. Game and Fish is now consulting with outside experts
about the photo, taken Sept. 23 and submitted by a sportsman, to better identify the
species. .

"We have definitively determined
that it is either a jaguar or an ocelot,
but we need to do further analysis of
the animal's spot patterns and size
to try to positively identify which
species it is,” said Game and Fish
Nongame Branch Chief Eric
Gardner.

Four of the last five confirmed jaguar
8 sightings in Arizona have been
reported by hunters, who all took
responsible action to document the
aba animal and report it to Game and

[ Fish. Sportsmen also provided
Game and Fish with two sets of trail
camera photos of an ocelot in the
Huachuca Mountains in 2012.
These hunters have provided
biologists with critical information
that may not otherwise be known,
information that will help increase
the understanding of these species’
existence in the borderland area.

**. Jaguars have been protected
.- outside of the United States under
. the Endangered Species Act since
1973. That protection was extended
to jaguars within the U.S. in 1997, the year after their presence in the Arizona and New
Mexico borderlands was confirmed.

Jaguars once ranged from southern South America through Central America and Mexico
and into the southern United States. It is believed that southern Arizona is the most
northern part of the range for a population of jaguars living in Sonora, Mexico.

Ocelots are small to medium-sized spotted cats with a long tail. These cats have been
listed as endangered since 1982 under the federal Endangered Species Act.

The present range for ocelots is in the eastern and western lowlands of Mexico, from
southern Mexico through Central America and in the lowland areas of Colombia, Ecuador,
Peru and Brazil. On the fringes of their range, they occupy a very limited region in both the
United States (a remnant population exists in southern Texas) and Argentina. Other
animals such as bobcats, young mountain lions and servals, an African cat popular in the
pet trade, are sometimes misidentified as ocelots, which is why verification is so very
important.

Jaguars and ocelots are protected by the Endangered Species Act and should be left
alone. If anyone encounters a cat believed to be a jaguar or ocelot, the Game and Fish
Department requests that photos along with observation information be reported
immediately to the department or through the Operation Game Thief hotline at (800) 352-

2



0700.

-30- !

The Arizona Game and Fish Department prohibits discrimination on ihe basis of race, color, sex, national origin, age, or
disability in its programs and activities. If anyone believes that they have been discriminated against in any of the
AGFD's programs or activities, including employment practices, they may file a complaint with the Deputy Director, 5000
W. Carefree Highway, Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000, {602) 942-3000, or with the Fish and Wildlife Service, 4040 N. Fairfax
Dr. Ste. 130, Arlington, VA 22203. Persons with a disability may request a reasonable accommaodation or this document
in an aiternative format by contacting the Deputy Director as listed above.

Unsubscribe from all lists.

Change your E-mail address or subseriptions here.

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief

Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 W, Carefree Highway

Phacnix, AZ 85086-5000
-Waork: (623) 236-7507

Your Wildlife is the
Heritage Fund’s Legacy

Making a Cifference for Conser:ation

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the latest news and inforaiion on wildlife issues and events, outdoor
tips, education programs. regulations. and more. http://www.azuld.cov/eservices/subscribe.shtml

Your Wildlife is the
Heritage Fund’s Legacy

Making a Cifference for Conser:ation

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and reccive the Jatest news and information on wildlife issues and events, outdoor
tips, education programs. regulations. and more. http://www.azgfd.gov/eservices/subscribe.shtml




Eric Gardner

From:

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 4:35 PM

Jo: Eric Gardner

Subject: RE: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?
its a jaguar

Rodrigo

De: Eric Gardner [mailto:EGardner@azgfd.gov]

Enviado el: martes, 02 de octubre de 2012 06:30 p.m.
Para Jody_Mays@fws.gov

CC: marit_alanen@fws.gov; Jean_Calhoun@fws.gov; Erin_Fernandez@fws.gov; Steve_Spangle@fws.gov; Larry Riley;
Gary R. Hovatter; Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Mark A, Hart; Tim Snow; Francisco Abarca; Bill Vanpelt; Jim Paxon
Asunto: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?

Jaguar and Ocelot experts,
i am sorry to intrude upon you once again, but AGFD recently acquired a series of camera trap (trail camera)

photos that include one photo with the tail and a small portion of hindquarter/leg of a spotted cat. We are
seeking outside opinion on species identification, but would of course prefer a more definitive answer if one
can be given based upon the limited amount of information available in the photos. Due to the site being
possibly easy to recognize, we have spliced several photos together and left in a few landmarks that may help
with size. All photos were taken from the same camera at the same location and are not blown up or shrunk
down in the composite, so the animals and their proximity to the camera may help in determining size. The
full pictures may be provided if we are unable to get an answer with what is provided and if you feel they will
e helpful, but | would prefer to wait on that for a bit.

As mentioned above, expert opinion will be helpful, but if you can back it up by explaining what in the photos
helped lead you to your conclusion {if you have one}, that would be extremely helpful. As always, | have my
opinion but will hold off from sharing so as not to bias your analysis...

Our press release just went out and | have pasted it below.

Once again, thank you for your help. If | have forgotten to include anyone that would be valuable in this effort
please let me know {and send me their email address please) and !'ll forward the email.

Eric Gardner

From: AZGFD [mailto:e-news@azgfd.qov]
Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 3:56 PM

To: Jim Paxon
Subject: News Release: Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat

Contact:

Mark A. Hart {(520) 388-4445
Public Infermation Officer,
Tucson

Lynda Lambert (623) 236-7203
Public Information Officer, Phoenix

1



Arizena Gaine and Fish Department

NEWS RELEASE
For immediate release, Qct. 2, 2012

Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat sighted southeast
of Tucson

TUCSON, Ariz. -- The Arizona Game and Fish Department is currently analyzing a recent
trail camera photo of either a jaguar or an ocelot sighted southeast of Tucson.

The photo includes only the tail and a small portion of a hind quarter of the animal, making
positive identification more difficult. Game and Fish is now consuiting with outside experts
about the photo, taken Sept. 23 and submitted by a sportsman, to better identify the
species.

“We have definitively determined
that it is either a jaguar or an ocelot,
but we need to do further analysis of
the animal's spot patterns and size
to try to positively identify which
species it is,” said Game and Fish
Nongame Branch Chief Eric
Gardner.

Four of the last five confirmed jaguar
sightings in Arizona have been
reported by hunters, who all took

l responsible action to document the
B animal and report it to Game and
¥ Fish. Sportsmen also provided
Game and Fish with two sets of trail
camera phetos of an ocelot in the
Huachuca Mountains in 2012.
MY These hunters have provided
Bl biologists with critical information
# that may not otherwise be known,
N information that will help increase
B the understanding of these species’
R existence in the borderland area.

Jaguars have been protected
outside of the United States under
the Endangered Species Act since
1973. That protection was extended
to jaguars within the U.S. in 1997, the year after their presence in the Arizona and New
Mexico borderlands was confirmed.

Jaguars once ranged from southern South America through Central America and Mexico
and into the southern United States. It is believed that southern Arizona is the most
northern part of the range for a population of jaguars living in Sonora, Mexico.

Ocelots are small to medium-sized spotted cats with a long tail. These cats have been
listed as endangered since 1982 under the federal Endangered Species Act.

The present range for ocelots is in the eastern and western lowlands of Mexico, from
southern Mexico through Central America and in the lowland areas of Colombia, Ecuador,
Peru and Brazil. On the fringes of their range, they occupy a very limited region in both the
United States (a remnant population exists in southern Texas) and Argentina. Other
animals such as bobcats, young mountain lions and servals, an African cat popular in the
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pet trade, are sometimes misidentified as ocelots, which is why verification is so very
important,

Jaguars and ocelots are protected by the Endangered Species Act and should be left
alone. If anyone encounters a cat believed to be a jaguar or ocelot, the Game and Fish
Department requests that photos along with observation information be reported
immediately to the department or through the Operation Game Thief hotline at {800) 352-
0700.
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Eric Gardner

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 4:35 PM

To: ﬁ

Subject: : Care to Try 1o identify this spotted cat?

Thatis what t like — prompt service {and an answer that is the same as mine). Can you point to anything specific that tells
you jaguar vs ocelot? Just experience and tail size or anything specific?

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief

Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 W. Carefree Highway

Phoenix, AZ 85(86-5000

Work: (623) 236-7507

Your Wildlile is the
Heritage Fund's Legacy

Making a Difference for Conservation

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the latest news and inforimation on wildlife issues and events, outdoor
tips, education programs, regulations, and more. http://www,azgfd.gov/eservices/subscribe.shtml

Sent: Tuesday, Uctober U2, '

To: Eric Gardner
Subject: RE: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?

Its a jaguar
Rodrigo

De: Eric Gardner [mailto:EGardner@azgfd.gov]
Enviado el: martes, 02 de octubre de 2012 06:30 p.m.

Para: Jody Mays@fws.gov

CC: marit_alanen@fws.gov; Jean Calhoun@fws.gov: Erin Fernandez@fws.gov; Steve Spangle@fws.gov; Larry Riley;
Gary R. Hovatter; Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Mark A. Hart; Tim Snow; Francisco Abarca; Bill Vanpelt; Jim Paxon

Asunto: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?

Jaguar and Ocelot experts,

| am sorry to intrude upon you once again, but AGFD recently acquired a series of camera trap (trail camera)
photos that include one photo with the tail and a small portion of hindquarter/leg of a spotted cat. We are
seeking outside opinion on species identification, but would of course prefer a more definitive answer if one
can be given based upon the limited amount of infermation available in the photos. Due to the site being
possibly easy to recognize, we have spliced several photos together and left in a few landmarks that may help
with size. All photos were taken from the same camera at the same location and are not blown up or shrunk
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down in the composite, so the animals and their proximity to the camera may help in determining size. The
full pictures may be provided if we are unable to get an answer with what is provided and if you feel they will
be helpful, but | would prefer to wait on that for a bit.

As mentioned above, expert opinion will be helpful, but if you can back it up by explaining what in the photos
helped lead you to your conclusion (if you have one), that would be extremely helpful. As always, | have my
opinion but will hold off from sharing so as not to bias your analysis...

Qur press release just went out and | have pasted it below.

Once again, thank you for your help. if i have forgotten to include anyone that would be valuable in this effort
please let me know (and send me their email address please) and I'll forward the email.

Eric Gardner

From: AZGFD [mailto:e-news@azgfd.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 3:56 PM .

To: Jim Paxon
Subject: News Release: Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat

Contact:

Mark A. Hart {520) 388-4445
Public Information Officer,
Tucson

Lynda Lambert (623) 236-7203
Public Informatior Officer, Phoenix

Arizona Game and Fish Department

NEWS RELEASE
For immediate release, Oct. 2, 2012

Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat sighted southeast
of Tucson



TUCSON, Ariz. — The Arizona Game and Fish Department is currently analyzing a recent
trail camera phoio of either a jaguar or an ocelot sighted southeast of Tucson.

The photo includes only the tail and a small portion of a2 hind quarter of the animal, making
positive identification more difficult. Game and Fish is now consulting with outside experts
about the photo, taken Sept. 23 and submitted by a sportsman, to better identify the
 species.

“We have definitively determined
that it is either a jaguar or an ocelot,
but we need to do further analysis of
the animal’s spot patterns and size
to try to positively identify which
species it is,"” said Game and Fish
Nongame Branch Chief Eric
Gardner.

Four of the last five confirmed jaguar
sightings in Arizona have been
reported by hunters, who all took
responsible action to document the
animal and report it to Game and
Fish. Sportsmen also provided
Game and Fish with two sets of trail
8 camera photos of an ocelot in the

i Huachuca Mountains in 2012.

B2 These hunters have provided

B Diologists with critical information
that may not otherwise be known,

N information that will help increase

8 the understanding of these species'
i existence in the borderland area.

Jaguars have been protected
outside of the United States under
the Endangered Species Act since
1973. That protection was extended
to jaguars within the U.5. in 1997, the year after their presence in the Arizona and New
Mexico borderiands was confirmed.

Jaguars once ranged from southern South America through Central America and Mexico
and into the southern United States. It is believed that southern Arizona is the most
northern part of the range for a population of jaguars living in Sonora, Mexico.

Ocelots are small to medium-sized spotted cats with a long tail. These cats have been
listed as endangered since 1982 under the federal Endangered Species Act.

The present range for ocelots is in the eastern and western lowlands of Mexico, from
southern Mexico through Central America and in the lowland areas of Colombia, Ecuador,
Peru and Brazil. On the fringes of their range, they occupy a very limited region in both the
United States {a remnant population exists in scuthern Texas) and Argentina. Other
animals such as bobcats, young mountain lions and servals, an African cat popular in the
pet frade, are sometimes misidentified as ocelots, which is why verification is so very
important.

Jaguars and ocelots are protected by the Endangered Species Act and should be left
alone. If anyone encounters a cat believed to be a jaguar or ocelot, the Game and Fish
Department requests that photos along with observation information be reported
immediately to the department or through the Operation Game Thief hotline at (800) 352-
0700.



-30-

The Arizona Game and Fish Department prohibits discrimination on the basis of race. color, sex, national origin, age, or
disability in its programs and activities. If anyone believes that they have been disctiminated against in any of the
AGFU's programs or activilies, including employment practices, they may file a complaint with the Deputy Director, 5000
w. Carefree Highway, Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000, (602) 942-3000. or with the Fish and Wildlife Service, 4040 N. Fairfax
Dr. Ste. 130, Arlington, VA 22203. Persons with a disability may request a reasonable accommodation or this document

Unsubscribe from all lists.
Change your E-mail address o subscriptions here.

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chicf

Arizena Game and Fish Department
5000.W. Carefree Highway

Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000

Work: (623) 236-7507

Your Wildlife is the
Heritage Fund's Legacy

Making a Difference for Conservation

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the latest news and information on wildlife issues and events, outdoor

tips, cducation programs, regulations, and more. http://www.azgfd.gov/eservices/subscribe.shtml

Your Wildlie is the
Heritage Fund's Legacy

Making a Difference for Conservation

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the latest news and information on wildlife issues and events, outdoor
tips, education programs, regulations, and more. http://www.azgfd.gov/eservices/subscribe.shtml




Tim Snow

e R A —
From: Eric Gardner
Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 5:27 PM
To: Bill Vanpelt; Tim Snow; Gary R. Hovatter; Larry Riley; Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Francisco
Abarca
Cc: ‘Steve_Spangle@fws.gov’; Jean_Calhoun@fws.gov'; Marit_Alanen@fws.gov;
'Erin_Fernandez@fws.gov'
Subject: FW: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?

Our first response. | have followed up asking Rodrigo if he has anything specific to point to or if it is based upon his years
of experience.

Eric Gardner

Nengame Branch Chief

Arizona Game and Fish Department
623-236-7507

Sent: Tuesday, ober 02, :

To: Eric Gardner
Subject: RE: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?

Its a jaguar
Rodrigo

De: Eric Gardner [mailto:EGardner@azgfd.gov]
Enviado el: martes, 02 de octubre de 2012 06:30 p.m.
Para: Jody _Mays@fws.gov

CC: marit_alanen@fws.gov; Jean_Cathoun@fws.gov; Erin_Fernandez@iws.gov; Steve pangle@fws.gov; Larry Riley;
Gary R. Hovatter; Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Mark A. Hart; Tim Snow; Francisco Abarca; Bill Vanpelt; Jim Paxon
Asunto: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?

Jaguar and Ocelot experts,

F'am sorry to intrude upon you once again, but AGFD recently acquired a series of camera trap {trail camera)
photos that include one photo with the tail and a small portion of hindquarter/leg of a spotted cat. We are
seeking outside opinion on species identification, but would of course prefer a more definitive answer if one
can be given based upon the limited amount of information available in the photos. Due to the site being
possibly easy to recognize, we have spliced several photos together and left in a few landmarks that may help
with size. All photos were taken from the same camera at the same location and are not blown up or shrunk
down in the composite, so the animals and their proximity to the camera may help in determining size. The
full pictures may be provided if we are unable to get an answer with what is provided and if you feel they will
be helpful, but | would prefer to wait on that for a bit.

As mentioned above, expert opinion will be helpful, but if you can back it up by explaining what in the photos
helped lead you to your conclusion (if you have one), that would be extremely helpful. As always, | have my
opinion but will hold off from sharing so as not to bias your analysis...

Our press release just went out and | have pasted it below.
1



Once again, thank you for your help. If | have forgotten to include anyone that would be valuable in this effort
please let me know (and send me their email address please}and I'll forward the email.

Eric Gardner

From: AZGFD [mailto:e-news@azafd.gov]

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 3:56 PM

To: Jim Paxon

Subject: News Release: Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat

Contact:

Mark A. Hart (520) 388-4445
Public Information Officer,
Tucson

Lynda Lambert (623) 236-7203
Public Information Officer, Phoenix

Arizona Game and Fish Department

NEWS RELEASE
For immediate release, Oct. 2, 2012

Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possibie endangered cat sighted southeast
of Tucson



TUCSON, Ariz. — The Arizona Game and Fish Department is currently analyzing a recent
trail camera photo of either a jaguar or an ocelot sighted southeast of Tucson.

The photo includes only the tail and a small portion of a hind guarter of the animal, making
positive identification more difficult. Game and Fish is now consulting with outside experts
about the photo, taken Sept. 23 and submitted by a sportsman, to better identify the
species.

“We have definitively determined
that it is either a jaguar or an ocelot,
but we need to do further analysis of
the animal’s spot patterns and size
to try to positively identify which
species it is,"” said Game and Fish
Nongame Branch Chief Eric
Gardner.

Four of the last five confirmed jaguar
sightings in Arizona have been
reported by hunters, who all took
} responsible action to document the
B animal and report it to Game and
Fish. Sportsmen also provided
Game and Fish with two sets of trail
camera photos of an ocelot in the
Huachuca Mountains in 2012,
2 These hunters have provided
¥ biologists with critical information
@ that may not otherwise be known,

| information that will help increase
the understanding of these species’
existence in the borderland area.

i Jaguars have been protected
outside of the United States under
the Endangered Species Act since
1973. That protection was extended
to jaguars within the U.S. in 1997, the year after their presence in the Arizona and New
Mexico borderlands was confirmed.

Jaguars once ranged from southern South America through Central America and Mexico
and into the southern United States. It is believed that southern Arizona is the most
northern part of the range for a population of jaguars living in Sonora, Mexico.

Ocelots are small to medium-sized spotted cats with a long tail. These cats have been
listed as endangered since 1982 under the federal Endangered Species Act.

The present range for ocelots is in the eastern and western lowlands of Mexico, from
southern Mexico through Central America and in the lowland areas of Colombia, Ecuador,
Peru and Brazil. On the fringes of their range, they occupy a very limited region in both the
United States (a remnant population exists in southern Texas) and Argentina. Other
animals such as bobcats, young mountain lions and servals, an African cat popular in the
pet frade, are sometimes misidentified as ocelots, which is why verification is so very
important.

Jaguars and ocelots are protected by the Endangered Species Act and should be feft
alone. If anyone encounters a cat believed to be a jaguar or ocelot, the Garne and Fish
Depariment requests that photos along with observation information be reported
immediately to the department or through the Operation Game Thief hotline at (800) 352-
0700.
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Eric Gardner

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Tuesday, Qctober 02, 2012 6:26 PM

Jo: Larry Riley

Cc: Jim Paxon; Gary R. Hovatter

Subject: RE: News Release: Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat

| asked the same guestion as you — an important one. The FWS interaction apparently occurred through other channels
but it was taken care of.

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief

Arizona Game and Fish Department
623-236-7507

From: Larry Riley

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 6:25 PM

To: Eric Gardner

Cc: Jim Paxon; Gary R. Hovatter

Subject: RE: News Release: Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat

Excellent. I'm always a day late and a dollar short. Serry for jumping the shark.

Lawrence M. Riley

Assistant Director

Wildlife Management Division
Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 W. Carefree Highway
Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000

623-236-7302
Iriley@azgfd.gov

Sign up for FREE Arizona Game and Fish Department e-newsletters at www.azpfd.gov/si gnup

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 6:22 PM

To: Larry Riley; Jim Paxon; Gary R. Hovatter

Subject: RE: News Release: Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possibie endangered cat

Jim told me that we did and they approved it as is.

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief

Arizona Game and Fish Department
623-236-7507

From: Larry Riley
Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 6:18 PM
To: Jim Paxon; Gary R. Hovatter



Cc: Eric Gardner
Subject: RE: News Release: Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat

50, did we take the opportunity to review with FWS?

Lawrence M. Ritey

Assistant Director

Wildlife Management Division
Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 W. Carefree Highway
Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000

623-236-7302
Iriley@azgfd.gov

Sign up for FREE Arizona Game and Fish Department e-newsletters at www.azgtd.gov/si gnup

From: Jim Paxon

Sent: Tuesday, Cctober 02, 2012 4;08 PM

To: Gary R. Hovatter

Cc: Larry Riley; Eric Gardner

Subject: FW: News Release: Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat

Gary, Gone and on the streets. Jim

Jim Paxon, Information Branch Chief
Arizona Game and Fish Department

5000 West Carefree Highway IEIN
Phoenix AZ 85086

Phone 623.236.7226 / Cell 602,920.8053
ipaxon@azgfd.qov / Fax 623.236.7903
www.azgfd.gov

Click here to sign up for AZGFD eNEWS

From: AZGFD [mailto:e-news@azgfd.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 3:56 PM

To: Jim Paxon
Subject: News Release: Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat

Contact:

Mark A. Hart (520) 388-4445
Public information Officer,
Tucson

Lynda Lamhert (623) 236-7203
Public Information Officer, Phoenix
Arizona Game and Fish Department

NEWS RELEASE
For immediate release, Oct. 2, 2012

Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat sighted southeast
of Tucson



TUCSON, Ariz. - The Arizona Game and Fish Department is currently analyzing a recent
trait camera photo of either a jaguar or an ocelot sighted southeast of Tucson.

The photo includes only the tail and a small portion of a hind quarter of the animal, making
positive identification more difficult. Game and Fish is now consulting with outside experts
abaout the photo, taken Sept. 23 and submitted by a sportsman, to better identify the
species.

“We have definitively determined
that it is either a jaguar or an ocelot,
but we need to do further analysis of
the animai's spot patterns and size
to try to positively identify which
species it is,” said Game and Fish
Nongame Branch Chief Eric
Gardner.

Four of the last five confirmed jaguar
sightings in Arizona have been
reported by hunters, who al! took
PR rcsponsible action to document the
gk =nimal and report it to Game and
W Fish. Sportsmen also provided
t Game and Fish with two sets of trail
3 camera photos of an ocelot in the
g Huachuca Mountains in 2012,

I3 These hunters have provided
biologists with critical information
that may not otherwise be known,
information that will help increase
1 the understanding of these species’
existence in the borderland area.

Jaguars have been protected
outside of the United States under
% the Endangered Species Act since
1973. That protection was ex‘ended
to jaguars within the U.S. in 1997, the year after their presence in the Arizona and New
Mexico borderlands was confirmed.

Jaguars once ranged from southern South America through Central America and Mexico
and into the southern United States. It is believed that southern Arizona is the mosil
northern part of the range for a population of jaguars living in Sonora, Mexico.

Ocelots are small to medium-sized spotted cats with a long tail. These cats have been
listed as endangered since 1982 under the federal Endangered Species Act.

The present range for ocelots is in the eastern and western lowlands of Mexico, from
southern Mexico through Central America and in the lowland areas of Colombia, Ecuador,
Peru and Brazil. On the fringes of their range, they occupy a very limited region in both the
United States (a remnant population exists in southern Texas) and Argentina. Other
animals such as bobcats, young mountain lions and servals, an African cat popular in the
pet trade, are sometimes misidentified as oceiots, which is why verification is so very
important.

Jaguars and ocelots are protected by the Endangered Species Act and should be left
alone. If anyone encounters a cat believed lo be a jaguar or ocelot, the Game and Fish
Department requests that photos along with observation information be reported
immediately to the department or through the Operation Game Thief hotline at (800) 352-
0700.
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Eric Gardner

From: Jim Paxon

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 7:20 PM

To: Eric Gardner

Cc: Larry Riley _

Subject: RE: News Release: Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat

Larry and Eric, Lynda sent news release to Jeft Humphrey who shared it with Steve and Jean. Neither had a
problem. Gary ok'd final before launch. Hope that answers any questions. My hope is that you two were good
with the changes and the final version. Do we need to establish any different actions in our process? Best, Jim

Sent with Good {(www.good.com)

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 06:26 PM US Mountain Standard Time

To: Larry Riley

Ce: Jim Paxon; Gary R. Hovatter

Subject: RE: News Releasc: Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat

I asked the same question as you — an important one. The FWS interaction apparently occurred through ather channels
but it was taken care of.

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief

Arizona Game and Fish Department
623-236-7507

From: Larry Riley

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 6:25 PM

To: Eric Gardner

Cc: Jim Paxon; Gary R. Hovatter

Subject: RE: News Release: Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat

Excellent. I'm always a day late and a dollar short. Sorry for jumping the shark.

Lawrence M. Riley

Assistant Director

Wildlife Management Division
Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 W. Carefree Highway
Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000

623-236-7302
Iriley@azgfd.gov

Sign up for FREE Arizona Game and Fish Department e-newsletters at www.azgfd.gov/signup
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From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 6:22 PM

To: Larry Riley, Jim Paxon; Gary R, Hovatter

Subject: RE: News Release; Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat

Jim told me that we did and they approved it as is.

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief

Arizona Game and Fish Department
623-236-7507

From: Larry Riley

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 6:18 PM

To: Jim Paxon; Gary R. Hovatter

Cc: Eric Gardner

Subject: RE: News Release: Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat

So, did we take the opportunity to review with FWS?

Lawrence M. Riley

Assistant Director

Wildlife Management Division
Arizona Game and Fish Depariment
5000 W. Carefree Highway
Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000

623-236-7302
iriley@azgfd.gov

Sign up for FREE Arizona Game and Fish Department e-newsletters at www.azgfd.gov/signup

From: Jim Paxon

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 4:08 PM

To: Gary R. Hovatter

Cc: Larry Riley; Eric Gardner

Subject: FW: News Release; Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat

Gary, Gone and on the streets. Jim

Jim Paxon, Information Branch Chief
Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 West Carefree Highway IEIN
Phoenix AZ 85086

Phone 623.236.7226 / Cell 602.920.8053
jpaxon@azgfd.gov / Fax 623.236.7903

www.azgfd,.gov
Click here to sign up for AZGFD eNEWS




From: AZGFD [mailto:e-news@azgfd.gov]

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 20612 3:56 PM

To: Jim Paxon

Subject: News Release: Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat

Contact:

Mark A. Hart (520) 388-4445
Public information Officer,
Tucson

Lynda Lambert (623) 236-7203
Public Information Officer, Phoenix

Arizona Game and Fish Department

NEWS RELEASE
For immediate release, Qct. 2, 2012

Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat sighted southeast
of Tucson

TUCSON, Ariz. — The Arizona Game and Fish Department is currently analyzing a recent
trail camera photo of either a jaguar or an ocelot sighted southeast of Tucson.

The photo includes only the tail and a small portion of a hind quarter of the animal, making
positive identification more difficult. Game and Fish is now consulting with outside experts
about the photo, taken Sept. 23 and submitted by a sportsman, to better identify the
species.

“We have definitively determined
that it is either a jaguar or an ocelot,
but we need lo do further analysis of
the animal's spot patterns and size
to try to positively identify which
species it is,” said Game and Fish
Nongame Branch Chief Eric
Gardner.

Four of the last five confirmed jaguar
sightings in Arizona have been
reported by hunters, who all took
B responsible action to document the
K animal and report it to Game and
i Fish. Sportsmen also provided

8 Game and Fish with two sets of trail
N camera photos of an ocelot in the
Huachuca Mountains in 2012.
These hunters have provided
biologists with critical information
that may not otherwise be known,
information that will help increase
the understanding of these species’
existence in the borderland area.

1 Jaguars have been protected
outside of the United States under
the Endangered Species Act since
1973. That protection was extended
to jaguars within the U.S. in 1997, the year after their presence in the Arizona and New
Mexico borderlands was confirmed.




Jaguars once ranged from southern South America through Central America and Mexico
and inlo the southern United States. It is believed that southern Arizona is the most
northern part of the range for a population of jaguars living in Sonora, Mexico.

Ocelots are small to medium-sized spotted cats with a long tail. These cats have been
listed as endangered since 1882 under the federal Endangered Species Act.

The present range for ocelots is in the eastern and western lowlands of Mexico, from
southern Mexico through Cenlral America and in the lowland areas of Colombia, Ecuador,
Peru and Brazil. On the fringes of their range, they occupy a very limited region in both the
United States (a remnant population exists in southern Texas) and Argentina. Other
animals such as bobcats, young mountain lions and servals, an African cat popular in the
pet trade, are sometimes misidentified as ocelots, which is why verification is so very
important.

Jaguars and acelots are protected by the Endangered Species Act and should be left
alone. If anyone encounters a cat believed to be a jaguar or ocelot, the Game and Fish
Department requests that photos along with observation information be reported
immediately to the department or through the Operation Game Thief hotline at (800) 352-
0700.
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Eric Gardner

From: Jones, Larry -FS <ljones02@fs.fed.us>

Sent: Wednesday, October 03, 2012 8:50 AM

To: Eric Gardner; Tim Snow

Cc: angela barclay : Stamer, Marc -FS
Subject: spotted cat sighling

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

Hey Eric and Tim—

| expect your phones are ringing off the hook so I'll just passively send an emait (and help flood your inbox). We were
about to send a supplemental Biological Assessment for the proposed Rosemont copper mine to Fish and Wildlife
Service when we heard of the spotted cat sighting {I had heard it was a Jaguar). The SBA is updating information for the
BA and incorporating information and request to conference on proposed Jaguar critical habitat, and since | like to have
the best available information, | was hoping there would be something that we could inciude about this sighting in the
SBA. Anyway, food for thought and I'li let the dust settle a bit, but we do want to get the conferencing started fairly
soon. l am around today until 1245 then back again on Friday and next week Wed-Fri if you want to yack.

--Larry lones
520-388-8375

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended recipients. Any
unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the information it contains may violate the
law and subject the violator to civil or criminal penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error,
please notify the sender and delete the email immediately.



Eric Gardner

From: Howard Quiigley

Sent: Wednesday, October 03, 2012 10:43 AM
To: Eric Gardner

Subject: cat photo....

Hi Eric,

I'm traveling and just on my laptop, but the photo is not definitive, from my perspective. If you
forced me, 1'd probably say ocelot, but I can’t really get a good enough look at it on this.

I don’t see Carlos Lopez on your list; he’d be the one to ask.
Thanks,
Howard

Howard Quigley, Ph.D.

Executive Director, Jaguar Program
Panthera

P.O. Box 11363

Bozeman, MT 59719

vww.panthera,org



James Driscoll

From: Mark A. Hart
Sent: Wednesday, October 03, 2012 11:58 AM
To: Eric Gardner;

; Jody_Mays@fws.gov

Cc: ‘marit_alanen@iws.gov'; 'Jean_Calhoun@fws.gov'; 'Erin_Fernandez@fws.gov’;
‘Steve_Spangle@fws.gov'; Larry Riley; Gary R. Hovatter; Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon: Tim
Snow; Francisco Abarca; Bill Vanpelt

Subject: Re: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?

Tony Davis of the AZ Star asks who our outside experts are and how tong their analysis will take. Please advise, call 520-
282-0978 with questions. Thank you,
Mark Hart, PIO AGFD Tucson

From: Eric Gardner :
Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 04:30 PM
To:

Jody_Mays@fws.gov

<Jody_Mays S.gov>
Cc: 'marit_alanen@fws.gov' <marit_alanen@fws.gov>; Jean_Calhoun@fws.gov' <Jean_Calhoun@fws.gov>;
'Erin_Fernandez@fws.gov' <Erin_Fernandez@fws.gov>; ‘Steve_Spangle@fws.gov' <Steve_Spangle@fws.gov>; Larry
Riley; Gary R. Hovatter; Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Mark A. Hart; Tim Snow; Francisco Abarca; Bill Vanpelt; Jim Paxon
Subject: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?

Jaguar and Ocelot experts,

I am sorry to intrude upon you once again, but AGFD recently acquired a series of camera trap (trail camera)
photos that include one photo with the tail and a small portion of hindquarter/leg of a spotted cat. We are
seeking outside opinion on species identification, but would of course prefer a more definitive answer if one
can be given based upon the limited amount of information available in the photos. Due to the site being
possibly easy to recognize, we have spliced several photos together and left in a few landmarks that may help
with size. All photos were taken from the same camera at the same location and are not blown up or shrunk
down in the composite, so the animals and their proximity to the camera may help in determining size. The
full pictures may be provided if we are unable to get an answer with what is provided and if you feel they wili
be helpful, but | would prefer to wait on that for a bit.

As mentioned above, expert opinion will be helpful, but if you can back it up by explaining what in the photos
helped lead you to your conclusion {if you have one), that would be extremely helpful. As always, | have my
opinion but will hold off from sharing so as not to bias your analysis...

Our press release just went out and | have pasted it below.

Once again, thank you for your help. If | have forgotten to include anyone that would be valuable in this effort
please let me know (and send me their email address please} and I'll forward the email.

Eric Gardner

From: AZGFD [mailto;e-news@azgfd.qov]

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 3:56 PM

To: Jim Paxon

Subject: News Release: Game and Fish analyzing new phato of possible endangered cat
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Contact;

Mark A. Hart (520) 388-4445
Public Information Officer,
Tucson

l.ynda Lambert (623) 236-7203
Public Information Officer, Phoenix
Arizona Game and Fish Department

NEWS RELEASE
For immediate release, Qct. 2, 2012

Game and Fish anaiyzing new photo of possible endangered cat sighted southeast
of Tucson

TUCSON, Ariz. - The Arizona Game and Fish Department is currently analyzing a recent
trail camera photo of either a jaguar or an ocelot sighted southeast of Tucson.

The photo includes only the tail and a small portion of a hind quarter of the animal, making
positive identification more difficult. Game and Fish is now consulting with outside experts
about the photo, taken Sept. 23 and submitted by a sportsman, to better identify the
species.

“We have definitively determined
that it is either a jaguar or an ocelot,
but we need to do further analysis of
the animal’s spot patterns and size
to try to positively identify which
species it is,” said Game and Fish
Nongame Branch Chief Eric
Gardner.

Four of the last five confirmed jaguar
sightings in Arizona have been
reported by hunters, who all took
M responsible action to document the
kg animal and report it to Game and

8 Fish. Sportsmen also provided
Game and Fish with two sets of trail
camera photos of an ocelot in the
R Huachuca Mountains in 2012.
¢ 1 hese hunters have provided

§ bioclogists with critical information
that may not otherwise be known,
information that will help increase
the understanding of these species’
+ existence in the borderland area.

Jaguars have been protected

» outside of the United States under
the Endangered Species Act since
1873. That protection was extended
to jaguars within the U.S. in 1997, the year after their presence in the Arizona and New
Mexico borderlands was confirmed.

Jaguars once ranged from southern South America through Central America and Mexico
and into the southern United States. It is believed that southern Arizona is the most
northemn part of the range for a population of jaguars fiving in Scnora, Mexico.



Ocelots are small to medium-sized spotted cats with a long tail. These cats have been
listed as endangered since 1982 under the federal Endangered Species Act.

The present range for ocelots is in the eastern and western lowlands of Mexica, from
southern Mexico through Central America and in the lowland areas of Colombia, Ecuador,
Peru and Brazil. On the fringes of their range, they occupy a very limited region in both the
United States (a remnant population exists in sauthern Texas) and Argentina. Other
animals such as bobcats, young mountain lions and servals, an African cat popular in the
pet trade, are sometimes misidentified as ocelots, which is why verification is so very
important.

Jaguars and ocelots are protected by the Endangered Species Act and shouid be left
alone. If anyone encounters a cat believed to be a jaguar or ocelot, the Game and Fish
Department requests that photos along with observation information be reported
imrmediately to the department or through the Operation Game Thief hotline at (800) 352-
0700.

-30-

The Arizona Game and Fish Department prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, sex, national origin, age, or
disability in its programs and aclivities. If anyone believes that they have been discriminated against in any of the
AGFD's programs or activities, including employment practices, they may file a complaint with the Deputy Director, 5000
W. Carefree Highway, Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000, (602) 942-3000, or with the Fish and Wildlife Service, 4040 N. Fairfax
Dr. Ste. 130, Arlington, VA 22203. Persons with a disability may request a reasonable accommaodation or this document
in an alternative format by contacting the Deputy Director as listed above.

Unsubscribe from all lists.
Change your E-mail address or subscriptions here.

Eric Gardner

Nongame Braonch Chicf

Arizona Game and Fish Department
5008 W, Carefrec Highway

Phaoenix, AZ 83086-5000

Waork: (623) 236-75(7
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Heritage Fund's Legacy

Making a Citference for Conservation
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tips. education programs. regulations, and more. http://www.azgld.gov/eservices/subscribe.shtml

Your Wildlife is the
Heritage Fund's Legacy

Making a Difference for Conservation

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the latest news and information on wildlife issues and events, outdoor
tips. education programs. regulations. and more. http://www.azgfd. gov/eservices/subscribe.shtml
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James Driscoll

From: Mark A. Hart

Sent: Wednesday, October 31, 2012 11:07 AM

To: James Driscoll

Subject: FW: Inquiry from the AZ Daily Star re: recent spotted cat photo
importance: High

From: Mark A. Hart

Sent: Wednesday, October 03, 2012 2:11 PM

To: Jody_Mays@fws.gov'
Cc: Eric Gardner; Raul Vega

Subject: Inquiry from the AZ Daily Star re: recent spotted cat photo

Importance: High

Ali:

Do you approve of our releasing your name and affiliation to Staff Writer Tony Davis of the Arizona Daily Star? Please
note that if we do, he wiil likely contact you regarding your opinion of the species depicted in the photograph.

Please let us know as soon as possible, and thanks for your assistance.

Mark A. Hart

Public information officer

Arizona Game and Fish Depariment
555 N. Greasewood Road

Tucson, AZ 85745

Office: {520) 388-4445

Cell: {520) 282-0978

E-mail: mhart@azgfd.gov

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 4:30 PM
To: Jody Mays@fws.gov

Cc: 'marit_alanen@fws.gov'; 'Jean_Calhoun@fws.gov'; 'Erin_Fernan '~ Spangle@fws.gov'; Larry Riley;
Gary R. Hovatter; Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Mark A. Hart; Tim Snow; Francnsco Abarca Bill Vanpelt; Jim Paxon
Subject: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?

Jaguar and Ocelot experts,
{ am sorry to intrude upon you once again, but AGFD recently acquired a series of camera trap (trail camera)
photos that include one photo with the tail and a small portion of hindquarter/leg of a spotted cat. We are
seeking outside opinion on species identification, but would of course prefer a more definitive answer if one
can be given based upon the limited amount of information available in the photos. Due to the site being
possibly easy to recognize, we have spliced several photos together and teft in a few landmarks that may help
with size. All photos were taken from the same camera at the same location and are not blown up or shrunk
down in the composite, so the animals and their proximity to the camera may help in determining size. The
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full pictures may be provided if we are unable to get an answer with what is provided and if you feel they will
be helpful, but | would prefer to wait on that for a bit.

As mentioned above, expert opinion will be helpful, but if you can back it up by explaining what in the photos
helped lead you to your conclusion (if you have one), that would be extremely helpful. As always, [ have my
opinion but will hold off from sharing so as not to bias your analysis...

Our press release just went out and | have pasted it below.

Once again, thank you for your help. If { have forgotten to include anyone that would be valuable in this effort
please let me know (and send me their email address please) and I'll forward the email.

Eric Gardner

From: AZGFD [mailto:e-news@azafd.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 3:56 PM

To: Jim Paxon
Subject: News Release: Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat

Contact:

Mark A. Hart (520) 388-4445
Public Information Officer,
Tucson

Lynda Lambert (623) 236-7203
Public Information Officer, Phoenix

Arizona Game and Fish Department

NEWS RELEASE
For immediate release, Oct. 2, 2012

Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat sighted southeast
of Tucson



TUCSON, Ariz. - The Arizona Game and Fish Department is currently analyzing a recent
trail camera photo of either a jaguar or an ocelot sighted southeast of Tucson.

The photo includes only the tail and a small portion of a hind quarter of the animal, making
positive identification more difficult. Game and Fish is now consulting with outside experts
about the photo, taken Sept. 23 and submitted by a sportsman, to better identify the
species.

“We have definitively determined
that it is either a jaguar or an ocelot,
but we need to do further analysis of
the animal's spot patterns and size
to try to positively identify which
species it is,” said Game and Fish
Nongame Branch Chief Eric
Gardner.

Four of the last five confirmed jaguar
sightings in Arizona have been
reported by hunters, who all took
responsible action to document the
kg animal and report it to Game and

@ Fish. Sportsmen also provided

B Game and Fish with two sets of trail
camera photos of an ocelot in the
k@ Huachuca Mountains in 2012,

: These hunters have provided
biologists with critical information
that may not otherwise be known,
information that will help increase
the understanding of these species’
existence in the borderland area.

Jaguars have been protected
outside of the United States under
.-+ the Endangered Species Act since
1973. That protection was extended
to jaguars within the U.S. in 1997, the year after their presence in the Arizona and New
Mexico borderlands was confirmed.

Jaguars once ranged from southern South America through Central America and Mexico
and into the scuthern United States. It is believed that southern Arizona is the most
northern part of the range for a poputation of jaguars living in Soncra, Mexico.

QOcelots are small to medium-sized spotted cats with a long tail. These cats have heen
listed as endangered since 1982 under the federal Endangered Species Act.

The present range for ocelots is in the eastern and western lowlands of Mexico, from
southern Mexico through Central America and in the lowland areas of Colombia, Ecuador,
Peru and Brazil. On the fringes of their range, they occupy a very limited region in both the
United States (a remnant population exists in southern Texas) and Argentina. Other
animals such as bobcats, young mountain lions and servals, an African cat popular in the
pet trade, are sometimes misidentified as ocelots, which is why verification is so very
important.

Jaguars and ocelots are protected by the Endangered Species Act and should be left
alone. If anyone encounters a cat believed to be a jaguar or ocelot, the Game and Fish
Department reguests that photos along with observation information be reported
immediately to the department cor through the Operation Game Thief hotline at (800) 352-
0700.



-30-

The Arizona Game and Fish Department prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, sex, national origin, age, or
disability in its programs and activities. If anyone believes that they have been discriminated against in any of the
AGFD’s programs or activities, including employment practices. they may file a complaint with the Deputy Director, 5000
W. Carefree Highway, Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000, (602) 942-3000, or with the Fish and Wildlife Service, 4040 N. Fairfax
Dr. Ste. 130, Arlington, VA 22203. Parsons with a disability may reguest a reasonable accommodation or this document
in an alternative format by contacting the Deputy Director as listed above.

Unsubscribe from all lists,
Change your E-mail address or subscriptions here.

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branchi Chief

Arizona Game and Fish Peparunent
5000 W. Carefree Highway

Phoenix, AZ 83G86-5004

Work: (623) 236-75G7

Your Wildlite is the
Heritage Fund's Legacy

Making a Cifference for Cansersation

Sign up for AZGFEFD eNews and receive the latest news and information on wildlife issues and events, outdoor
tips, educatton programs, regulations, and more. http://www.azgfd.gov/eservices/subscribe.shtmi

Your Wildlite is the
Heritage Fund's Legacy

Making a Difference for Conser:ation

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the latest news and information on wildlife issues and events, outdoor
tips, education programs. regulations, and more. http://www.azgfd.gov/eservices/subscribe.shtml




James Driscoll

From: Mark A, Hart

Sent: Wednesday, October 31, 2012 11:06 AM

To: James Driscoll

Subiject: FW: Reporter phone call - The Blaze (ASU radio)
Importance: High

From: Mark A. Hart

Sent: Wednesday, October 03, 2012 2:26 PM

To: Lynda Lambert

Subject: RE: Reporter phone call - The Blaze (ASU radio)
Importance: High

Was there some issue with the quality of the photo we sent out?

Mark

From: Lynda Lambert

Sent: Wednesday, October 03, 2012 1:18 PM

To: Mark A, Hart

Subject: FW: Reporter phone call - The Blaze (ASU radio)

Thanks!!

Regards,

Lynda Lambert

Public Information Officer
Arizona Game and Fish Dept.
P: 623.236.7203

C: 602.531.2393

Sent with Good (www.good.com)

From: Tom Cadden

Sent: Wednesday, October 03, 2012 10:28 AM US Mountain Standard Time
To: Lynda Lambert

Subject: Reporter phone call - The Blaze (ASU radio)

Hi, Lynda,
I know you're getting some car work done today - couldn't remember if you're off or telecommuting.

Had a message from Joe Zachia (sp? - not exactly sure of his name, he said it too fast to understand it), a
journalism student/reporter at The Blaze, ASU's radio station. He wants to talk to someone about the possible
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jaguar/ocelot photo. Are you able to speak with him or coordinate with Mark Hart or Eric Gardner?

His number is 609-827-3060. Thx,

Tom

Sent with Good (www.good.com)




Eric Gardner

From: Erin_Fernandez@fws.gov

Sent: Wednesday, October 03, 2012 2:47 PM

To: Eric Gardner

Subject: RE: : News Release: Game and Fish analyzing new pholo of possible endangered cat
Hi Eric,

Strange about Jody's email......did you try jody_mays@fws.gov ? | recommend you also try
Mitch_Sternberg@fws.gov. He is the new (well, relatively speaking) Ocelot Recovery Team Leader out of Texas. You
may also want to contact Arturo Caso, he is (or at least was) the Mexico Co-leader of the Ocelot RT (Mitch can confirm
his current role). His emails are below, but again, you may want to confirm with Mitch if they are current.

* Please let me know if you need more ocelot contacts.

Erin Fernandez Timbadia

Mexice Program Coordinator

U.S. Fish and Wildiife Service
Arizona Ecological Services - Tueson
201 N. Bonita Avenue, Suite 141
Tucson, AZ 85745

Ph: (520) 670-6150 x 238
Fax: {520} 670-6155

"Eric Gardner” <EGardner@azgid.gov> To <Erin_Fernandez@fws.gov>
cc
10/03/2012 02:17 PM Subject RE: : News Release: Game and Fish analyzing new phoio of possible endangered cat

Who should I send the photo for species ID to in the ocelot world? I have sent to M Tewes and Jody Mays.
Jody's email was kicked back. Do you have the right one for her or other TX Ocelot people?

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief
623-236-7507

Sent with Good (www.good.com)

From: Erin_Fernandez@fws.gov [Erin_Fernandez@fws.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, October 03, 2012 01:33 PM US Mountain Standard Time
To: Eric Gardner




Subject: RiZ: : News Release: Game and Fish analyzir g new phote . [possible ciadangered cat

Erin Fernandez Timbadia

Mexice Program Coordinator

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Arizona Ecological Services - Tucson
201 N. Bonita Avenue, Suite 141
Tueson, AZ 85745

Pk (520) 670-6150 x 238
Fax: (520) 670-8155

"Eric Gardner” <EGardner@azgfd.gov>

10/03/2012 01:28 PM

To <Erin_Fernandez@fws gov>
cC
Subject RE: : News Release: Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat

Hi Erin. Can you send me Carlos Lopez's email address?

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief
623-236-7507

Sent with Good (www.good.com)

----- Original Message-----
From: Erin_Fernandez@fws.gov [Eri

n_Femandez@gfws.gov]

Sent: Wednesday, October 03, 2012 1
To: .

e r— —_—

mculver{@email.anizona.edu

michelle_christman@fws.gov; ljones02@fs.fed.us; khugheS@bh.o__
DON.JONES@CBP.DHS.GOV; karen howe@tonation-nsn.gov; Gy,

ichelle_Christman@ftws.gov; marit alanen@fws.go

2:38 PM US Mountain Standard Time

o Fric Guno R

e ST e -

: Eric Gardner; Tim Snow;

james.stuart@state.nm.us; Matthew. Wunder(@state.nm.us; David.L.Bergman@aphis.usda.gov
Subject: Fw: : News Release: Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat



FYI

hitp/azerd.not/artman/pubiish/NewsMedia/Game-and-Fish-analyzing-new-photo-of-possible-endangered-cat-
sighted-southeast-of-Tucson.shtml

Contact:

Mark A. Hart (520) 388-4445
Public Information Officer, Tucson

Lynda Lambert (623) 236-7203
Fublic Information Officer, Phoenix

Arizona Game and Fish Department

NEWS RELEASE
For immediate release, Oct. 2, 2012

Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat sighted southeast of Tucson

TUCSON, Ariz. — The Arizona Game and Fish Department is currently analyzing a recent trail camera
photo of either a jaguar or an ocelot sighted southeast of Tucson.

The photo includes only the tail and a small portion of a hind quarter of the animal, making positive
identification more difficult. Game and Fish is now consulting with cutside experts about the photo,
taken Sept. 23 and submitted by a sportsman, to better identify the species.

“We have definitively determined that it is either a jaguar or an ocelot, but we need to do further
analysis of the animal’s spot patterns and size to try to positively identify which species it is,” said
Game and Fish Nongame Branch Chief Eric Gardner.

Four of the last five confirmed jaguar sightings in Arizona have been reported by hunters, who all took
responsible action to document the animal and report it to Game and Fish. Sportsmen also provided
Game and Fish with two sets of trail camera photos of an ocelot in the Huachuca Mountains in 2012.
These hunters have provided biologists with critical information that may not otherwise be known,
information that will help increase the understanding of these species’ existence in the borderfand
area.

Jaguars have been protected outside of the United States under the Endangered Species Act since
1973. That protection was extended to jaguars within the U.S. in 1997, the year after their presence in
the Arizona and New Mexico borderlands was confirmed.

Jaguars once ranged from southern South America through Central America and Mexico and into the
southern United States. It is believed that southern Arizona is the most northern part of the range for
a population of jaguars living in Sonora, Mexico.

Ocelots are small to medium-sized spotted cats with a long tail. These cats have been listed as
endangered since 1982 under the federal Endangered Species Act.

The present range for ocelots is in the eastern and western lowlands of Mexico, from southern
3



Mexico through Central America and in the lowland areas of Colombia, Ecuador, Peru and Brazil. On
the fringes of their range, they occupy a very limited region in both the United States (a remnant
‘population exists in southern Texas) and Argentina. Other animals such as bobcats, young mountain
lions and servals, an African cat popular in the pet trade, are sometimes misidentified as ocelots,
which is why verification is so very important.

Jaguars and ocelots are protected by the Endangered Species Act and should be left alone. If anyone
encounters a cat believed to be a jaguar or oceiot, the Game and Fish Department requests that
photos along with observation information be reported immediately to the department or through the
Operation Game Thief hotline at {800) 352-0700.

-30-

The Arizona Game and Fish Department prohibits discrimination on the basis of race. color, sex, national origin, age, or disability in its programs and activilies. If
anyone believes that they have been discnminated against in any of the AGFD's programs or aclivities, including employment practices, they may file a complaint
with the Deputy Director, 5000 W. Carefree Highway, Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000,{602) 942-3000, or with the Fish and Wildlife Service, 4040 N. Fairfax Dr. Ste. 130,
Arlington, VA 22203. Persons with a disability may request a reasonable accommodation or Lhis document in an alternative format by contacting the Deputy
Direclor as lisled above.
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James Driscoll

From; Mark A. Hart

Sent: Wednesday, Cctober 31, 2012 11:05 AM

To: James Driscoll

Subject: FW. Reporter phone call - The Blaze (ASU radio)

From: Mark A. Hart

Sent: Wednesday, October 03, 2012 2:48 PM

To: Lynda Lambert

Subject: RE: Reporter phone call - The Blaze (ASU radio)

Truncated first message. Will speak with ASU student-journalist by phone S a.m. Wednesday, Oct. 10.

From: Lynda Lambert

Sent: Wednesday, October 03, 2012 2:45 PM

To: Mark A. Hart

Subject: RE: Reporter phone call - The Blaze (ASU radio)

It wasn't the ideal resolution, but as good as you're going to get with a trail cam and those lighting conditions.
Also, cropping it didn't help.

Regards,

Lynda Lambert

Public Information Officer
Arizona Game and Fish Dept.
P: 623.236.7203
C:602.531.2393

Sent with Good (www.good.com)

From: Mark A. Hart

Sent: Wednesday, October 03, 2012 02:26 PM US Mountain Standard Time
To: Lynda Lambert

Subject: RE: Reporter phone call - The Blaze (ASU radio)

Was there some issue with the quality of the photo we sent out?

Mark

From: Lynda Lambert

Sent: Wednesday, October 03, 2012 1:18 PM

To: Mark A. Hart

Subject: FW: Reporter phone call - The Blaze (ASU radio)



Thanks!!

Regards,

Lynda Lambert

Public Information Officer
Arizona Game and Fish Dept.
P: 623.236.7203

C: 602.531.2393

Sent with Good (www.good.com)

From: Tom Cadden

Sent: Wednesday, October 03, 2012 10:28 AM US Mountain Standard Time

To: Lynda Lambert

Subject: Reporter phone call - The Blaze (ASU radio)

Hi, Lynda,

I know you're getting some car work done today - couldn't remember if you're off or telecommuting.

Had a message from Joe Zachia (sp? - not exactly sure of his name, he said it too fast to understand it), a
Journalism student/reporter at The Blaze, ASU's radio station. He wants to talk to someone about the possible
Jjaguar/ocelot photo. Are you able to speak with him or coordinate with Mark Hart or Eric Gardner?

His number is 609-827-3060. Thx.

Tom

Sent with Good (www.good.com)




Eric Gardner

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Wednesday, October 03, 2012 2:53 PM

To: ‘mitch_sternberg'

Cc: Mark A. Hart; Tim Snow; 'Jean Calhoun'

Subject: FW: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?

Attachments: September 2012 Comparison.jpg; September 2012 Comparison.pptx

Folks, care to weigh in? Also, a local reporter has asked who we are seeking outside opinion from. Let me know
if you have any concerns about releasing your names. Suspect we'll need to ribose them of a formal request is
made but would be good to know if you're okay anyway.

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief
623-236-7507

Sent with Good (www.good.com)

-----Original Message-----
From: Eric Gardner
Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 04:30 PM US Mountain Standard Time

o
Jody Mays(@fws.gov

Ce: 'marit_alanen@fws.gov'; 'Jean_Calhoun@fws.gov'; 'Erin_Fernandez@fws.gov'; '‘Steve_Spangle@fws.gov';
Larry Riley; Gary R. Hovatter; Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Mark A. Hart; Tim Snow; Francisco Abarca; Bill
Vanpelt; Jim Paxon

Subject: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?

Jaguar and Ocelot experts,

I am sorry to intrude upon you once again, but AGFD recently acquired a series of camera trap (trail camera)
photos that include one photo with the tail and a small portion of hindquarter/leg of a spotted cat. We are
seeking outside opinion on species identification, but would of course prefer a more definitive answer if one
can be given based upon the limited amount of information available in the photos. Due to the site being
possibly easy to recognize, we have spliced several photos together and left in a few landmarks that may help
with size. Alt photos were taken from the same camera at the same location and are not blown up or shrunk
down in the composite, so the animals and their proximity to the camera may help in determining size. The
full pictures may be provided if we are unable to get an answer with what is provided and if you feel they will
be helpful, but | would prefer to wait on that for a bit.

As mentioned above, expert opinion will be helpful, but if you can back it up by explaining what in the photos
helped lead you to your conclusion {if you have one), that would be extremely helpful. As always, | have my
opinion but will hold off from sharing so as not to bias your analysis...

Our press release just went out and | have pasted it below.
Once again, thank you for your help. If | have forgotten to include anyone that would be valuable in this effort

please let me know (and send me their email address please) and I'll forward the email.
1



Eric Gardner

From: AZGFD [mailto:e-news@azgfd.qgov]

Sent: Tuesday, Qcltober 02, 2012 3:56 PM

To: Jim Paxon

Subject: News Release: Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat

Contact:

Mark A. Hart (520) 388-4445
Public Information Officer,
Tucson

Lynda Lambert (623) 236-7203
Public Information Officer, Phoenix

Arizona Game and Fish Department

NEWS RELEASE
For immediate release, QOct. 2, 2012

Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat sighted southeast
of Tucson

TUCSON, Ariz. — The Arizona Game and Fish Department is currently analyzing a recent
trail camera photo of either a jaguar or an ccelot sighted southeast of Tucson.

The photo includes only the tail and a small portion of a hind quarter of the animal, making
positive identification more difficult. Game and Fish is now consulting with outside experts
about the photo, taken Sept. 23 and submitted by a sportsman, to better identify the
species.

“We have definitively determined
that it is either a jaguar or an ocelot,
but we need to do further analysis of
the animal’s spot patterns and size
to try to positively identify which
species it is,"” said Game and Fish
Nongame Branch Chief Eric
Gardner.

Four of the last five confirmed jaguar
sightings in Arizona have been
reported by hunters, who all ook
responsible action to document the
animal and report it to Game and

R Fish. Sportsmen also provided

l Game and Fish with two sets of trail
camera photos of an ocelot in the
Huachuca Mountains in 2012.

¥ These hunters have provided
biologists with critical information
that may not otherwise be known,
information that will help increase
the understanding of these species’
g existence in the borderland area.

Jaguars have been protected
outside of the United States under
f the Endangered Species Act since
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1973. That protection was extended to jaguars within the U.S. in 1997, the year after their
presence in the Arizona and New Mexico borderlands was confirmed.

Jaguars once ranged from southern South America through Central America and Mexico
and into the southern United States. It is believed that southern Arizona is the most
northern part of the range for a population of jaguars living in Sonora, Mexico.

Ocelots are small to medium-sized spotted cats with a long tail. These cats have been
listed as endangered since 1982 under the federal Endangered Species Act.

The present range for ocelots is in the eastern and western lowlands of Mexico, from
southern Mexico through Central America and in the lowland areas of Colombia, Ecuador,
Peru and Brazil. On the fringes of their range, they occupy a very limited region in both the
United States (a remnant population exists in southern Texas) and Argentina. Other
animals such as bobcats, young mountain lions and servals, an African cat popular in the
pel trade, are sometimes misidentified as ocelots, which is why verification is so very
important.

Jaguars and ocelots are protected by the Endangered Species Act and should be left
alone. If anyone encounters a cat believed to be a jaguar or ocelot, the Game and Fish
Department requests that photos along with observation information be reported
immediately to the department or through the Cperation Game Thief hotline at (800) 352-
0700.

-30-

The Arizona Game and Fish Department prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, sex. national origin, age, or
disability in its programs and activities. If anyone believes that they have been discriminated against in any of the
AGFD's programs or activilies, including employment practices, they may file a complaint with the Deputy Director, 5000
W, Carefree Highway, Phoenix, AZ B5086-5000, (602) 942-3000. or with the Fish and Wildlife Service, 4040 N. Fairfax
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Eric Gardner

From: Howard Quigley m
Sent: Wednesday, October 03, 2012 3:

To: Mark A. Hart; . Jody_Mays@fws.gov
Cc: Eric Gardner; Raul Vega
Subject: RE: Inquiry from the AZ Daily Star re: recent spotted cat photo

I'm fine w/it. He knows I'm very difficult to track down.
Hq

From: Mark A. Hart [mailto:MHart@azgfd.gov]

Sent: Wednesday, October 03, 2012 3:11 PM

To: (. 2y @fws.gov
Cc: Eric Gardner; Raul Vega

Subject: Inquiry from the AZ Daily Star re: recent spotted cat photo

Importance: High

All:

Do you approve of our releasing your name and affiliation to Staff Writer Tony Davis of the Arizona Daily Star? Please
note that if we do, he will iikely contact you regarding your opinion of the species depicted in the photograph.

Please let us know as soon as possible, and thanks for your assistance.

Mark A. Hart

Public information officer

Arizona Game and Fish Department
555 N. Greasewood Road

Tucson, AZ 85745

Office: (520} 388-4445

Cell; {520} 282-0978

E-mail: mhart@azgfd.gov

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 4:30 PM

To: WA 1oc\ 2y fws.qov

Cc: 'marit_alanen@fws.gov'; 'Jean_Calhoun@fws.gov'; 'Erin_Fernandez@fws.gov'; 'Steve_Spangle@fws.gov'; Larry Riley;
Gary R. Hovatter; Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Mark A. Hart; Tim Snow; Francisco Abarca; Bill Vanpelt; Jim Paxon
Subject: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?

Jaguar and Ocelot experts,

| am sorry to intrude upon you once again, but AGFD recently acquired a series of camera trap (trail camera)
photos that include one photo with the tail and a small portion of hindquarter/leg of a spotted cat. We are
seeking outside opinion on species identification, but would of course prefer a more definitive answer if one
can be given based upon the limited amount of information available in the photos. Due to the site being
possibly easy to recognize, we have spliced several photos together and left in a few landmarks that may help
with size. All photos were taken from the same camera at the same location and are not blown up or shrunk

1



down in the composite, so the animals and their proximity to the camera may help in determining size. The
full pictures may be provided if we are unable to get an answer with what is provided and if you feel they will
be helpful, but | would prefer to wait on that for a bit.

As mentioned above, expert opinion will be helpful, but if you can back it up by explaining what in the photos
helped lead you to your conclusion {if you have one), that would be extremely helpful. As always, | have my
opinion but will hold off from sharing so as not to bias your analysis...

Our press release just went out and | have pasted it below.

Once again, thank you for your help. If i have forgotten to include anyone that would be valuable in this effort
please let me know (and send me their email address please) and I'll forward the email.

Eric Gardner

From: AZGFD [mailto:e-news@azgfd.gov]

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 3:56 PM

To: Jim Paxon

Subject: News Release: Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat

Contact:

Mark A. Hart (520) 388-4445
Public Information Officer,
Tucson

Lynda Lambert (623) 236-7203
Public Information Officer, Phoenix

Arizona Game and Fish Department

NEWS RELEASE
For immediate release, Oct. 2, 2012

Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat sighted southeast
of Tucson



TUCSON, Ariz. — The Arizona Game and Fish Department is currently analyzing a recent
trait camera photo of either a jaguar or an ocelot sighted southeast of Tucson.

The photo includes only the tail and a small portion of a hind quarter of the animal, making
positive identification more difficult. Game and Fish is now consulting with outside experts
about the photo, taken Sept. 23 and submitted by a sportsman, to better identify the
species.

“We have definitively determined
that it is either a jaguar or an ocelot,
but we need to do further analysis of
the animal's spot patterns and size
to try to positively identify which
species it is,” said Game and Fish
Nongame Branch Chief Eric
Gardner.

Four of the last five confirmed jaguar
sightings in Arizona have been
reported by hunters, who all took
respensible action to document the
animal and report it to Game and
Fish. Sportsmen alsc provided
Game and Fish with two sets of trail
camera photos of an ocelot in the
Huachuca Mountains in 2012,
B These hunters have provided
§ biologists with critical information
that may not otherwise be known,
§ information that will help increase

B the understanding of these species’
BN cxistence in the borderland area.

I Jaguars have been protected
outside of the United States under
the Endangered Species Act since
1973, That protection was extended
to jaguars within the U.S. in 1987, the year after their presence in the Arizona and New
Mexico borderlands was confirmed.

Jaguars once ranged from southern South America through Central America and Mexico
and into the southern United States. it is believed that southern Arizona is the most
northern part of the range for a population of jaguars living in Sonora, Mexico.,

Ocelots are small to medium-sized spotted cats with a long tail. These cats have been
listed as endangered since 1882 under the federal Endangered Species Act.

The present range for ocelots is in the eastern and western lowlands of Mexico, from
southern Mexico through Centrai America and in the lowland areas of Colombia, Ecuador,
Peru and Brazil. On the fringes of their range, they occupy a very limited region in both the
United States (a remnant population exists in southern Texas) and Argentina. Other
animals such as bobcats, young mountain lions and servals, an African cat popular in the
pet trade, are sometimes misidentified as ocelots, which is why verification is so very
important.

Jaguars and ocelots are protected by the Endangered Species Act and should be left
alone. if anyone encounters a cat believed to be a jaguar or ocelot, the Game and Fish
Department requests that photos atong with observation information be reported
immediately to the department or through the Operation Game Thief hotline at (800) 352-
0700.
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James Driscoll

From: Mark A. Hart

Sent: Wednesday, October 31, 2012 11:05 AM
To: James Driscoll

Subject: FW: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?

From: Mark A. Hart

Sent: Wednesday, October 03, 2012 4:39 PM

To: Jim Paxon .

Subject: RE: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?

Thanks, Jim. Am in good shape here at present.

Mark

From: Jim Paxon

Sent: Wednesday, October 03, 2012 1:55 PM

To: Mark A. Hart

Cc: Tom Cadden; Lynda Lambert; "Jeff Humphrey'
Subject: RE: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?

Mark, Eric G is emailing the experts to sec if each expert agrees to their name being made public. We will let
you know as soon as Eric gets a read. Need to tell Tony we will let him know. Best, Jim

————— Original Message-----

From: Mark A. Hart

Sent: Wednesday, October 03, 2012 11:57 AM US Mountain Standard Time

To: Eric Gardner; (i .

'Jody Mays@fws.gov'

Cec: 'marit_alanen@fws.gov'; 'Jean_Calhoun@fws.gov'; '‘Erin_Fernandez@fws.gov'; 'Steve Spangle@fws.gov';
Larry Riley; Gary R. Hovatter: Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon: Tim Snow; Francisco Abarca; Bill Vanpelt
Subject: Re: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?

Tony Davis of the AZ Star asks who our outside experts are and how long their analysis will take. Please advise, call 520-
282-0578 with questions. Thank you.
Mark Hart, PIO AGFD Tucson

From: Eric Gardner
Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 04:30 PM
To:

Jody Mays@fws.gov

<Jody Mays s.qov>
Cc: 'marit_alanen@fws.gov' <marit alanen@fws.gov>; 'Jean_Calhoun@fws.gov' <Jean Calhoun@fws.gov>;

'Erin_Fernandez@fws.gov' <Erin_Fernandez@fws.gov>; 'Steve_Spangle@fws.gov' <Steve Spangle@fws.gov>; Larry
Riley; Gary R. Hovatter; Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Mark A. Hart; Tim Snow; Francisco Abarca; Bill Vanpelt; Jim Paxon
Subject: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?

Jaguar and Ocelot experts,



I am sorry to intrude upon you once again, but AGFD recently acquired a series of camera trap {trail camera)
photos that include one photo with the tail and a small portion of hindquarter/leg of a spotted cat. We are
seeking outside opinion on species identification, but would of course prefer a more definitive answer if one
can be given based upon the limited amount of information available in the photos. Due to the site being
possibly easy to recognize, we have spliced several photos together and left in a few landmarks that may help
with size. All photos were taken from the same camera at the same location and are not blown up or shrunk
down in the composite, so the animals and their proximity to the camera may help in determining size. The
full pictures may be provided if we are unable to get an answer with what is provided and if you feel they will
be helpful, but | would prefer to wait on that for a bit.

As mentioned above, expert opinion will be helpful, but if you can back it up by explaining what in the photos
helped lead you to your conclusion (if you have one), that would be extremely helpful. As always, | have my
opinion but will hold off from sharing so as not to bias your analysis...

Our press release just went out and | have pasted it below.

Once again, thank you for your help. If | have forgotten to include anyone that would be valuable in this effort
please let me know (and send me their email address please} and I'll forward the email.

Eric Gardner

From: AZGFD [mailto:e-news@azafd.gov]

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 3:56 PM

To: Jim Paxon

Subject: News Release: Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat

Contact:

Mark A. Hart (520) 388-4445
Public Information Officer,
Tucson

Lynda Lambert (623) 236-7203
Public Information Officer, Phoenix

Arizona Game and Fish Department

NEWS RELEASE
For immediate release, Oct. 2, 2012

Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat sighted southeast
of Tucson

TUCSON, Ariz. — The Arizona
Game and Fish Department is
currently analyzing a recent trail
camera photo of either a jaguar or
an ocelot sighted southeast of
Tucson,

The photo includes only the tail and
a small portion of a hind quarter of
the animal, making positive
identification more difficult. Game
and Fish is now consulting with
outside experts about the photo,

10



taken Sept. 23 and submitted by a sportsman, to better identify the species.

“We have definitively determined
that it is either a jaguar or an oceiot,
but we need to do further analysis of
the anirmal’s spot patterns and size
to try to positively identify which
species it is," said Game and Fish
Nongame Branch Chief Eric
Gardner.

Four of the last five confirmed jaguar
sightings in Arizona have been
reported by hunters, who all took
¥ responsible action to document the
g animal and report it to Game and
Fish. Sportsmen also provided
Game and Fish with two sets of trail
& camera photos of an ocelot in the
B Huachuca Mountains in 2012.

; These hunters have provided
biologists with critical information
that may not otherwise be known,
information that will help increase
" the understanding of these species’
» existence in the borderland area.

; Jaguars have been protected

‘ outside of the United States under
.. the Endangered Species Act since

’ 1973. That protection was extended

to jaguars within the U.S. in 1297, the year after their presence in the Arizona and New

Mexico borderlands was confirmed.

Jaguars once ranged from southern South America through Central America and Mexico
and into the southern United States. It is believed that southern Arizona is the most
northern part of the range for a population of jaguars living in Sonora, Mexico.

Ocelots are small to medium-sized spotted cats with a long tail. These cats have been
listed as endangered since 1982 under the federal Endangered Species Act.

The present range for ocelots is in the eastern and western lowlands of Mexico, from
southern Mexico through Central America and in the lowland areas of Colombia, Ecuador,
Peru and Brazil. On the fringes of their range, they occupy a very limited region in both the
United States (a remnant population exists in southern Texas) and Argentina. Other
animals such as bobcats, young mountain lions and servals, an African cat popular in the
pet trade, are sometimes misidentified as ocelots, which is why verification is so very
important.

Jaguars and ocelots are protected by the Endangered Species Act and should be left
alone. If anyone encounters a cat believed to be a jaguar or ocelot, the Game and Fish
Department requests that photos along with observation information be reported
immediately to the department or through the Operation Game Thief hotline at (800) 352-
0700.

-30-

The Arizona Game and Fish Department prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, cotor, sex, national origin, age, or
disability in its programs and aclivities. If anyone believes that they have been discriminated against in any of the
AGFD's programs or activities, including employment practices, they may file a complaint with the Deputy Director, 5000
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W. Carefree Highway, Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000, (602) 942-3000, or with the Fish and Wildlife Service, 4040 N. Fairfax
Dr. Ste. 130, Arlington, VA 22203. Persons with a disability may request a reasonable accommaodation or this document
in an aiternative format by contacting the Deputy Director as listed above.

Unsubscribe from all lists.
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Tim Snow

L D A . AR
From: Mitch_Sternberg@fws.gov

Sent: Wednesday, October 03, 2012 7:26 PM

To: Eric Gardner

Cc:- Mark A. Hart; Tim Snow; Jean_Calhoun@fws.gov

Subject: Re: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?

Eric:

You can use me/my name as an outside reference however it suits your needs.

This is without a single doubt a jaguar and not an ocelot. 1 base my judgment on several factors: 1) the photos were not stretched or
skrunk, 2) the cat in question appears to have a rather longer tail in comparison to the hind leg ( similar to jaguar) and longer than
most ocelots in the region, 3) the lion appears to be a full-sized (or very close to it) adult, and the cat in question is much too large to
be an ocelot, 4) none of the ocelots [ have seen from Sonora/Arizona or Texas/Tamaulipas have such a large black tuft on the tip of
their tail as do jaguar and the spotting is more prominent than in most ocelots.

1 hope that helps.

Take care,

Mitch Sternberg

From: "Eric Gardner" {EGardner@azgfd.gov|

Sent: 10/03/2012 02:53 PM MST

To: Mitch Sternberg

Ce: "Mark A. Hatt" <MHart@azgfd.gov>; "Tim Snow” <TSnow@azgfd.gov>; Jean Cathoun
Subject: FW: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?

Folks, care to weigh in? Also, a local reporter has asked who we are seeking outside opinion from. Let me know
if you have any concerns about releasing your names. Suspect we'll need to ribose them of a formal request is
made but would be good to know if you're okay anyway.

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief
623-236-7507

Sent with Good (www.good.com)

From: Eric Gardner
Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 04:30 PM US Mountain Standard Time

To: L
Jody_Mays@fws.gov

Ce: 'marit_alanen@fws.gov'; 'Jean_Calhoun@fws.gov'; 'Erin_Fernandez@fws.gov'; ‘Steve_Spangle@fws.gov';
Larry Riley; Gary R. Hovatter; Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Mark A. Hart; Tim Snow; Francisco Abarca; Bill
Vanpelt; Jim Paxon

Subject: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?

Jaguar and Ocelot experts,



I am sorry to intrude upon you once again, but AGFD recently acquired a series of camera trap {trail camera)
photos that include one photo with the tail and a small portion of hindguarter/leg of a spotted cat. We are
seeking outside opinion on species identification, but would of course prefer a more definitive answer if one
can be given based upon the limited amount of information available in the photos. Due to the site being
possibly easy to recognize, we have spliced several photos together and left in a few landmarks that may help
with size. All photos were taken from the same camera at the same location and are not blown up or shrunk
down in the composite, so the animals and their proximity to the camera may help in determining size. The
full pictures may be provided if we are unable to get an answer with what is provided and if you feel they will
be helpful, but { would prefer to wait on that for a bit.

As mentioned above, expert opinion will be helpful, but if you can back it up by explaining what in the photos
helped lead you to your conclusion (if you have one), that would be extremely helpful. As always, | have my
opinion but will hold off from sharing so as not to bias your analysis...

Our press release just went out and | have pasted it below.

Once again, thank you for your help. If | have forgotten to include anyone that would be valuable in this effort
please let me know (and send me their email address please) and I'll forward the email.

Eric Gardner

From: AZGFD [mailto:e-news@azgfd.gov]

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 3:56 PM

To: Jim Paxon

Subject: News Release: Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat

Contact:

Mark A. Hart (520) 388-4445
Public Information Officer,
Tucson

Lynda Lambert (623) 236-7203
Public Information Officer, Phoenix

Arizona Game and Fish Department

NEWS RELEASE
For immediate release, Oct. 2, 2012

Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat sighted southeast
of Tucson

TUCSON, Ariz. -~ The Arizona Game
and Fish Department is currently
analyzing a recent trail camera
photo of either a jaguar or an ocelot
sighted southeast of Tucson.

The photo includes only the tail and
a small portion of a hind quarter of
the animal, making positive
identification more difficult. Game
and Fish is now consulting with
outside experts about the photo,
taken Sept. 23 and submitted by a
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sportsman, to better identify the species.

“We have definitively determined
that it is either & jaguar or an ocelot,
but we need to do further analysis of
the animal's spot patterns and size
to try to positively identify which
species it is,” said Game and Fish
Nongame Branch Chief Eric
Gardner.

Four of the last five confirmed jaguar
sightings in Arizona have been
reported by hunters, who all took
. responsible action to document the
I animal and report it to Game and
P Fish. Sportsmen also provided
Game and Fish with two sets of trail
camera photos of an ocelot in the
Huachuca Mountains in 2012,
B These hunters have provided
¥ biologists with critical information
3 that may not otherwise be known,
B information that will help increase
d the understanding of these species’

existence in the borderland area.

% Jaguars have been protected
outside of the United States under

1 the Endangered Species Act since
1973. That protection was extended
to jaguars within the U.S. in 1997, the year after their presence in the Arizona and New
Mexico borderlands was confirmed.

Jaguars once ranged from southern South America through Central America and Mexico
and into the southern United States. It is believed that southern Arizona is the most
northern part of the range for a population of jaguars living in Sonora, Mexico.

Ocelots are small to medium-sized spotted cats with a long tail. These cats have been
listed as endangered since 1982 under the federal Endangered Species Act.

The present range for ocelots is in the eastern and western lowlands of Mexico, from
southern Mexico through Central America and in the lowland areas of Colombia, Ecuador,
Peru and Brazil. On the fringes of their range, they occupy a very limited region in both the
United States (a remnant population exists in southern Texas) and Argentina. Other
animals such as bobcats, young mountain lions and servals, an African cat popular in the
pet trade, are sometimes misidentified as ocelots, which is why verification is so very
important.

Jaguars and ocelots are protected by the Endangered Species Act and should be left
alone. if anyone encounters a cat believed to be a jaguar or ocelot, the Game and Fish
Department requests that photos along with observation information be reported
immediately to the department or through the Operation Game Thief hotline at (800) 352-
0700.

-30-

The Arizona Game and Fish Department prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, sex, national origin, age. or
disability in its programs and activities. If anyone believes that they have been discriminated against in any of the
AGFD's programs or activities. including employment practices, they may file a complaint with the Deputy Director, 5000
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W. Carefree Highway, Phoenix. AZ 85086-5000, (602) 942-3000. or with the Fish and Wildlife Service, 4040 N. Fairfax
Dr. Ste. 130, Arlington, VA 22203. Persons with a disability may request a reasonable accommodation or this document
in an alternative format by contacting the Deputy Director as listed above.
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Eric Gardner

From; Carlos A Lopez Gonzalez

Sent: Wednesday, October 03, 2012 7:53 PM

To: Eric Gardner

Subject: Re: FW: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?
Hi Eric!

No worries...I am checking it with all our pictures...but a couple of my students and myself think its likely a jag.
If you need the reasons I can explain further.

Cheers

Carlos

On Wed, Oct 3, 2012 at 3:44 PM, Eric Gardner <EGardner@azgtd.pov> wrote:

Hi Carlos
Sorry, I should have included you in the first email. FY1, a local reporter has asked who we are seeking opinion
from, so we may have to give him your name (and the others) at some point. Are you okay with that?

And the real reason for my email - care to chime in on species ID?
Thank you

Eric Gardner

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Wednesday, October 03, 2012 01:38 PM US Mountain Standard Time
To: Raul Vega

Subject: FW: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief
623-236-7507

Sent with Good (www.good.com)

----- Original Message-----

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 04:30 PM US Mountain Standard Time

Tos:

Jody Mays@fws.gov

Cec: 'marit_alanen@fws.gov'; 'Jean_Calhoun@fws.gov'’; 'Erin_Fernandez@fws.gov"; 'Steve Spangle@fws.gov';
Larry Riley; Gary R. Hovatter; Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Mark A. Hart; Tim Snow: Francisco Abarca; Bill




Vanpelt; Jim Paxon
Subject: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?

Jaguar and Ocelot experts,

F am sorry to intrude upon you once again, but AGFD recently acquired a series of camera trap {(trail camera}
photos that include one photo with the tail and a small portion of hindquarter/leg of a spotted cat. We are
seeking outside opinion on species identification, but would of course prefer a more definitive answer if one
can be given based upon the limited amount of information available in the photos. Due to the site being
possibly easy to recognize, we have spliced several photos together and left in a few landmarks that may help
with size. All photos were taken from the same camera at the same location and are not blown up or shrunk
down in the composite, so the animals and their proximity to the camera may help in determining size. The
full pictures may be provided if we are unable to get an answer with what is provided and if you feel they will
be helpful, but i would prefer to wait on that for a bit.

As mentioned above, expert opinion will be helpful, but if you can back it up by explaining what in the photos
helped lead you to your conclusion (if you have one), that would be extremely helpful. As always, | have my
opinion but will hold off from sharing so as not to bias your analysis...

Our press release just went out and | have pasted it below.

Once again, thank you for your help. If | have forgotten to include anyone that would be valuabie in this effort
please let me know (and send me their email address please) and I'll forward the email.

Eric Gardner

From: AZGFD [mailto:e-news@azgfd.gov
Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 3:56 PM

To: Jim Paxon
Subject: News Release: Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat

Contact:

Mark A. Hart (520} 388-4445

Public Information Officer,
Tucson

Lynda Lambert (623) 236-7203
Public Information Officer, Phoenix

Arizona Game and Fish Department



NEWS RELEASE
For immediate release, Qct. 2, 2012

Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat sighted southeast
of Tucson

TUCSON, Ariz. — The Arizona Game and Fish Department is currently analyzing a recent
trait camera photo of either a jaguar or an ocelot sighted southeast of Tucson.

The photo includes only the tail and a small portion of a hind quarter of the animal, making
positive identification more difficuft. Game and Fish is now consulting with outside experts
about the photo, taken Sept. 23 and submitted by a sportsman, to better identify the
species.

“We have definitively determined
that it is either a jaguar or an ocelot,
but we need to do further analysis of
the animal's spot patterns and size
to try to positively identify which
species it is,” said Game and Fish
Nongame Branch Chief Eric
Gardner.

Four of the last five confirmed jaguar
sightings in Arizona have been
reported by hunters, who all took
responsible action to document the
g animal and report it to Game and

g Fish. Sportsmen also provided

i Game and Fish with two sets of trail
camera photos of an ocelot in the

B Huachuca Mountains in 2012,

¥l These hunters have provided

B biologists with critical information

g® that may not otherwise be known,

B information that will help increase

§ the understanding of these species’
B existence in the borderland area.

Jaguars have been protected
outside of the United States under
the Endangered Species Act since
1973. That protection was extended
to jaguars within the U.S. in 1997, the year after their presence in the Arizona and New
Mexico borderiands was confirmed.

Jaguars once ranged from southern South America through Central America and Mexico
and into the southern United States. It is believed that southern Arizona is the most
northern part of the range for a population of jaguars living in Sonora, Mexico.

Ocelots are small to medium-sized spotted cats with a long tail. These cats have been
listed as endangered since 1982 under the federal Endangered Species Act.

The present range for ocelots is in the eastern and western lowlands of Mexico, from
southern Mexico through Central America and in the lowland areas of Colombia, Ecuador,
Peru and Brazil. On the fringes of their range, they occupy a very limited region in both the
United States (a remnant population exists in southern Texas) and Argentina. Other
animals such as bobcats, young mountain lions and servals, an African cat popular in the
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pet trade, are sometimes misidentified as ocelots, which is why verification is so very
important.

Jaguars and ocelots are protected by the Endangered Species Act and should be ieft
aione. If anyone encounters a cat believed to be a jaguar or acelot, the Game and Fist
Department requests that photos along with observation information be reported
immediately to the department or through the Operation Game Thief hotline at (800) 352-
0700.

-30-

The Arizona Game and Fish Depariment prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, sex. nalional origin, age, or
disability in its programs and activilies. If anyone believes that they have been discriminated against in any of the
AGFD's programs or activities, including employment praclices, they may file a complaint with the Deputy Director, 5000
W. Carefree Highway, Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000, (602) 842-3000, or with the Fish and Wildlife Service, 4040 N. Fairfax
Dr. Ste. 130, Arlington, VA 22203. Persons with a disability may request a reasonable accommodalion or this dacument
in an alternative format by contacting the Deputy Director as listed above.

Unsubscribe from all tists.
Change your E-mail address or subscriptions here.

Eric Gardner
Noungame Branch Chief
Arizona Game and Fish Department

3000 W. Carefree Highway
Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000

Work: (623) 236-7507

Your Wildiife is the
Heritage Fund's Legacy

Making a Difference for Conservation

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the latest news and information on wildlife issues and events, outdoor
tips, education programs, rcgulations, and more. http://www.azgfd. gov/eservices/subscribe.shtml
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Dr. Carlos A. Lopez Gonzalez
Profesor-Investigador

Universidad Autonoma de Queretaro
Cerro de las Campanas S/N,

Col. Las Campanas

Queretaro, Qro. C. P. 76010

Tel. 442-192-1200 ext 5311

"Conservation without money is just conversation!" (Former IUCN President)

"If you want the job done right, hire a mammalogist." (Jim Findley)
"you either die a hero or you live long enough to see yourself become the villain", (Two-Face)



Eric Gardner

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Thursday, October 04, 2012 8:56 AM

Yo: ‘Mitch_Sternberg@fws.gov'

Cc: Mark A. Hart; Tim Snow; Jean_Calhoun@fws.gov'
Subiject: RE: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?

Thank you Mitch. I really appreciate the reasoning you provides in support of your conclusion.

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief
623-236-7507

Sent with Good (www.good.com)

From: Mitch_Sternberg@fws.gov [Mitch _Stemberg@fws.gov]

Sent: Wednesday, October 03, 2012 07:23 PM US Mountain Standard Time
To: Eric Gardner

Cc: Mark A. Hart; Tim Snow; Jean_Calhoun@fws.gov

Subject: Re: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?

Eric:

You can use me/my name as an outside reference however it suits your needs.

This is without a single doubt a jaguar and not an ocelot. ] base my judgment on several factors: 1) the photos were not stretched or
skrunk, 2) the cat in question appears to have a rather longer tail in comparison to the hind leg ( similar to jaguar) and longer than
most ocelots in the region, 3) the lion appears to be a full-sized (or very close to it) adult, and the cat in question is much too large to
be an ocelot, 4) none of the ocelots I have scen from Sonora/Arizona or Texas/Tamaulipas have such a large black tuft on the tip of
their tail as do jaguar and the spotting is more prominent than in most ocelots.

I hope that helps.

Take care,

Mitch Sternberg

From: "Eric Gardner" [EGardner@azgfd.gov]

Sent: 10/03/2012 02:53 PM MST

To: Mitch Sternberg

Ce: "Mark A, Hart" <MHart@azgfd.gov>; "Tim Snow" <TSnow(@azgfd.gov>; Jean Calhoun
Subject: FW: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?

Folks, care to weigh in? Also, a local reporter has asked who we are seeking outside opinion from. Let me know
if you have any concerns about releasing your names. Suspect we'll need to ribose them of a formal request is
made but would be good to know if you're okay anyway.

Eric Gardner
Nongame Branch Chief
623-236-7507



Sent with Good (www.good.com)

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 04:30 PM US Mountain Standard Time

To:

Jody Mays@fws.gov

Ce: 'marit_alanen@fws.gov'; 'Jean_Calhoun@tws.gov'; 'Erin_Fernandez@fws.gov'; 'Steve Spangle@fws.gov';
Larry Riley; Gary R. Hovatter; Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Mark A. Hart; Tim Snow; Francisco Abarca; Bill
Vanpelt; Jim Paxon

Subject: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?

Jaguar and Ocelot experts,

| am sorry to intrude upon you once again, but AGFD recently acquired a series of camera trap (trail camera)
photos that include one photo with the tail and a small portion of hindquarter/leg of a spotted cat. We are
seeking outside opinion on species identification, but would of course prefer a more definitive answer if one
can be given based upon the limited amount of information available in the photos. Due to the site being
possibly easy to recognize, we have spliced several photos together and left in a few landmarks that may help
with size. All photos were taken from the same camera at the same location and are not blown up or shrunk
down in the composite, so the animals and their proximity to the camera may help in determining size. The
full pictures may be provided if we are unable to get an answer with what is provided and if you feel they will
be helpful, but | would prefer to wait on that for a bit.

As mentioned above, expert opinion will be helpful, but if you can back it up by explaining what in the photos
helped lead you to your conclusion (if you have one), that would be extremely helpful. As always, | have my
opinion but will hold off from sharing so as not to bias your analysis...

Our press release just went out and | have pasted it below.

Once again, thank you for your help. If | have forgotten to include anyone that would be valuable in this effort
please let me know (and send me their email address please} and I'll forward the emait.

Eric Gardner

From: AZGFD [mailto:e-news@azgfd.gov
Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 3:56 PM

To: Jim Paxon
Subject: News Release: Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat

Contact:

Mark A. Hart (520) 388-4445
Public Information Officer,
Tucson

Lynda Lambert (623} 236-7203
Public Information Officer, Phoenix

Arizona Game and Fish Department

NEWS RELEASE
For immediate release, Oct. 2, 2012



Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat sighted southeast
of Tucson

TUCSON, Ariz. - The Arizona Game and Fish Department is currently analyzing a recent
trail camera photo of either a jaguar or an ocelot sighted southeast of Tucson.

The photo includes only the tail and a small portion of a hind quarter of the animal, making
positive identification more difficult. Game and Fish is now consulting with outside experts
about the photo, taken Sept. 23 and submitted by a sportsman, to better identify the
species.

“We have definitively determined
that it is either a jaguar or an ocelot,
but we need to do further analysis of
the animal’'s spot patterns and size
to try to positively identify which
species it is,” said Game and Fish
Nongame Branch Chief Eric
Gardner.

Four of the last five confirmed jaguar
sightings in Arizona have been
reported by hunters, who all took
¢ responsible action to document the
animal and report it to Game and
| Fish. Sportsmen also provided
Game and Fish with two sets of trail
camera photos of an ocelot in the
Huachuca Mountains in 2012.
& These hunters have provided
i biologists with critical information
that may nol otherwise be known,
B information that will help increase
i the understanding of these species’
existence in the borderland area.

Jaguars have been protected
outside of the United States under
the Endangered Species Act since
1973. That protection was extended
to jaguars within the U.S. in 1997, the year after their presence in the Arizona and New
Mexico borderlands was confirmed.

Jaguars once ranged from southern South America through Central America and Mexico
and into the southern United States. It is believed that southern Arizona is the most
northern part of the range for a population of jaguars living in Sonora, Mexico.

Ocelots are small to medium-sized spotted cats with a long tail. These cats have been
listed as endangered since 1982 under the federal Endangered Species Act.

The present range for ocelots is in the eastern and western lowlands of Mexico, from
southern Mexico through Central America and in the lowland areas of Colombia, Ecuador,
Peru and Brazil. On the fringes of their range, they occupy a very limited region in both the
United States (a remnant population exists in southern Texas) and Argentina. Other
animals such as bobcats, young mountain lions and servals, an African cat popular in the
pet trade, are sometimes misidentified as ocetols, which is why verification is so very
important.

Jaguars and ocelots are protected by the Endangered Species Act and should be left
alone. If anyone encounters a cat believed to be a jaguar or ocelot, the Game and Fish
3



Department requests that photos along with chservation information be reported
immediately to the department or through the Operation Game Thief hotline at (800) 352-
0700.

-30-

The Arizona Game and Fish Department prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, sex, naticnal origin, age, or
disability in its programs and activities. If anyone believes thal they have been discriminated against in any of the
AGFD's programs or activities, including employment pracices, they may file a compiaint with the Deputy Director, 5000
W. Carefree Highway, Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000, (602) 942-2000, or with the Fish and Wildlife Service, 4040 N. Fanfax
Dr. Ste. 130, Arlington, VA 22203. Persons with a disability may request a reasonable accommadation or this document
in an alternative format by contacting the Deputy Director as listed above.

Unsubscribe from all lists.
Change your E-mail address or subscriptions here,

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief

Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 W. Carefree Highway

Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000

Work: (623) 236-7507
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Eric Gardner

From: Tim Snow

Sent: Thursday, October 04, 2012 9:06 AM
To: Eric Gardner

Subject: AZ Daily Star comparison
Attachments: ocelot jag tails.jpg

Eric — Here is the link to the AZ Daily Star comparison.

http://azstarnet.com/news/local/experts-are-consuited-on-whether-tail-photo-shows-jaguar-or/article cafe9dba-a93f-
5238-9f04-cc7098ad664bh.himl

I have also attached the comparison stide from the Sky Island Alliance that was used in the article.
--Tim

Tim K. Snow

Region V Nongame Specialist
555 N. Greasewood Road
Tucson, AZ 85745

(520) 388-4449

Sign up for AZGFD eNews - Wildlife news, fishing reports, hunting tips, and more!
Learn more about Fishing and Hunting_in AZ or Get Your Licenses Online







Eric Gardner

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Thursday, Oclober 04, 2012 8:42 AM

To: ‘sergio’

Subject; FW: Care to try to identify this spolted cat?

Attachments: September 2012 Comparison.jpg; September 2012 Coinparison.pptx

Here you go Sergio. Thank you.

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief
623-236-7507

Sent with Good (www.good.com)

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 04:30 PM US Mountain Standard Time

To:

Jody Mays@tws.gov

Ce: 'marit_alanen@fws.gov'; Jean_Calhoun@fws.gov'; 'Erin_Fernandez@fws.gov'; 'Steve _Spangle@fws.gov';
Larry Riley; Gary R. Hovatter; Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Mark A. Hart; Tim Snow; Francisco Abarca: Bill
Vanpelt; Jim Paxon

Subject: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?

Jaguar and Ocelot experts,

F'am sorry to intrude upon you once again, but AGFD recently acquired a series of camera trap (trail camera)
photos that include one photo with the tail and a small portion of hindguarter/leg of a spotted cat. We are
seeking outside opinion on species identification, but would of course prefer a more definitive answer if one
can be given based upon the limited amount of information available in the photos. Due to the site being
possibly easy to recognize, we have spliced several photos together and left in a few landmarks that may help
with size. All photos were taken from the same camera at the same location and are not blown up or shrunk
down in the composite, so the animals and their proximity to the camera may help in determining size. The
full pictures may be provided if we are unable to get an answer with what is provided and if you feel they will
be helpful, but | would prefer to wait on that for a bit.

As mentioned above, expert opinion will be helpful, but if you can back it up by explaining what in the photos
helped lead you to your conclusion (if you have one), that would be extremely helpful. As always, | have my
opinion but will hold off from sharing so as not to bias your analysis...

Our press release just went out and | have pasted it below.

Once again, thank you for your help. If | have forgotten to include anyone that would be valuable in this effort
please let me know (and send me their email address please) and I'll forward the email.

Eric Gardner



Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 3:56 PM
To: Jim Paxon
Subject: News Release: Garne and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat

Contact:

Mark A. Hart (520) 388-4445
Public Information Officer,
Tucson

Lynda Lambert (623) 236-7203
Public Information Officer, Phoenix

Arizona Game and Fish Departrment

NEWS RELEASE
For immediate release, Oct. 2, 2012

Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat sighted southeast
of Tucson

TUCSON, Ariz. — The Arizona Game and Fish Department is currently analyzing a recent
trail camera photo of either a jaguar or an ocelot sighted southeast of Tucson.

The photo includes only the tail and a small portion of a hind quarter of the animal, making
positive identification more difficult. Game and Fish is now consulting with outside experts
about the photo, taken Sept. 23 and submitted by a sportsman, to better identify the
species.

“We have definitively determined
that it is either a jaguar or an ocelot,
but we need to do further analysis of
the animal’s spot patterns and size
to try to positively identify which
species it is,” said Game and Fish
Nongame Branch Chief Eric
Gardner.,

Four of the last five confirmed jaguar
sightings in Arizona have been
reported by hunters, who all took
responsible action to document the
g animal and report it to Game and
Fish. Sportsmen also provided
Game and Fish with two sets of trail
camera photos of an ocelot in the
Huachuca Mountains in 2012.

81 These hunters have provided
biologists with ¢ritical information
that may not otherwise be known,

ol information that will help increase
BY the understanding of these species’
existence in the borderland area.

8 Jaguars have been protected
outside of the United States under

B the Endangered Species Act since
1973. That protection was extended
to jaguars within the U.S. in 1997, the year after their presence in the Arizona and New

2



Menxico borderlands was confirmed.

Jaguars once ranged from southern South America through Central America and Mexico
and into the southern United States. It is believed that southern Arizona is the most
northern part of the range for a population of jaguars living in Sonora, Mexico.

Ocelots are small to medium-sized spotted cats with a long tail. These cats have been
listed as endangered since 1982 under the federal Endangered Species Act.

The present range for ocelots is in the eastern and western lowlands of Mexico, from
southern Mexico through Central America and in the lowland areas of Colombia, Ecuador,
Peru and Brazil. On the fringes of their range, they occupy a very limited region in both the
United States (a remnant population exists in southern Texas) and Argentina. Other
animals such as bobcats, young mountain lions and servals, an African cat popular in the
pet trade, are sometimes misidentified as ocelots, which is why verification is so very
important.

Jaguars and ocelots are protected by the Endangered Species Act and should be left
alone. If anyone encounters a cat believed to be a jaguar or ocelot, the Game and Fish
Department requests that photos along with observation information be reported
immediately to the department or through the Operation Game Thief hotline at (800) 352-
0700.

-30-

The Arizona Game and Fish Department prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, sex, national origin, age, or
disability in its programs and activities. If anyone believes that they have been discriminated against in any of the
AGFD's programs or activilies, including employment practices, they may file a complaint with the Depuly Director, 5000
W_Carelree Highway, Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000, (602) 942-3000, or with the Fish and Wildlife Service, 4040 N. Fairfax
Dr. Ste. 130, Arlington, VA 22203. Persons with a disability may request a reasonable accommodatien or this document
in an alternative format by contacting the Deputy Direclor as listed above.

Unsubscribe from all lists.
Change your E-maiil address or subscriptions here.

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief

Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 W. Carefrce Highway

Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000

Work: (623) 236-7507

Your Wildfife is the
Heritage Fund's Legacy

Making a Difference for Conservation

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and reccive the latest news and information on wildlife issucs and events, outdoor
tips, education programs, regulations, and more, http.//www.azgfd. gov/eservices/subscribe.shtml
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James Driscoll

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

Jim Paxon

Thursday, October 04, 2012 10:09 AM

Larry Voyles; Gary R. Hovatter; Bob Broscheid; Raul Vega; Mark A. Hart. Tom Cadden; Lynda
Lambert; Eric Gardner; Larry Riley; Brian Wakeling :

Jim Odenkirk; Linda Pollock; Tony Guiles; Jorge Canaca: Ben Alteneder

Recent Jaguar Siting--Tony Davis

[ just now left a message on Tony Davis' phone. Eric Gardner came to me with a concern that Tony was
working the department to get the names and the conclusions of the experts we asked to look at the tail photo.

Told Tony the following, and hope we will all adhere to the same:

We will not share names nor conclusions until we have worked through the process.

Several independent sources have been asked to evaluate the photo.

When we have reached a conclusion, the Department will announce by news release.

Those experts who agree to have their name, conclusion and reasons for conclusion will be given to the public

and
the media.

Location will be southeast of Tucson in photos by a sportsman.
That is all we can share because that is all we know at this time.

Best, Jim

Sent with Good (www.good.com)




Eric Gardner

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Thursday, October 04, 2012 10:11 AM

To: 'sergic’

Subject: FW: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?

Attachments: September 2012 Comparison.jpg: September 2012 Comparison.pptx

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief
623-236-7507

Sent with Good (www.good.com)

----- Original Message-----

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 04:30 PM US Mountain Standard Time

To:

Jody_Mays@tws.gov

Ce: 'marit_alanen@fws.gov'; 'Jean_Calhoun@fws.gov'; 'Erin_Fernandez@fws.gov'; 'Steve _Spangle@fws.gov';
Larry Riley; Gary R. Hovatter; Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Mark A. Hart; Tim Snow; Francisco Abarca; Bill
Vanpeit; Jim Paxon

Subject: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?

laguar and Ocelot experts,

i am sorry to intrude upon you once again, but AGFD recently acquired a series of camera trap (trail camera)
photos that include one photo with the tail and a small portion of hindquarter/leg of a spotted cat. We are
seeking outside opinion on species identification, but would of course prefer a more definitive answer if one
can be given based upon the limited amount of information available in the photos. Due to the site being
possibly easy to recognize, we have spliced several photos together and left in a few landmarks that may help
with size. All photos were taken from the same camera at the same location and are not biown up or shrunk
down in the composite, so the animais and their proximity to the camera may help in determining size. The
full pictures may be provided if we are unable to get an answer with what is provided and if you feel they will
be helpful, but | would prefer to wait on that for a bit.

As mentioned above, expert opinion will be helpful, but if you can back it up by explaining what in the photos
helped lead you to your conclusion (if you have ane), that would be extremely helpful. As aiways | have my
opinion but will hold off from sharing so as not to bias your analysis...

Our press release just went out and | have pasted it below.

Once again, thank you for your help. If I have forgotten to include anyone that would be valuable in this effort
please let me know (and send me their email address please) and I'll forward the email.

Eric Gardner



From: AZGFD [mailto:e-news@azafd.gov]

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 3:56 PM

To: Jim Paxon

Subject: News Release: Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat

Contact:

Mark A. Hoart {520) 388-4445
Public Information Officer,
Tucson

Lynda Lambert (623) 236-7203
Public Information Officer, Phoenix

Arizona Game and Fish Department

NEWS RELEASE
For immediate release, Qct. 2, 2012

Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat sighted southeast
of Tucson

TUCSON, Ariz. ~ The Arizona Game and Fish Department is currently analyzing a recent
trail camera photo of either a jaguar or an ocelot sighted southeast of Tucson.

The photo includes only the tail and a small portion of a hind quarter of the animal, making
positive identification more difficult. Game and Fish is now consulting with outside experts
about the photo, taken Sept. 23 and submitted by a sportsman, to better identify the
species.

“We have definitively determined
that it is either a jaguar or an ocelot,
but we need to do further analysis of
the animal's spot patterns and size
to try to positively identify which
species it is,” said Game and Fish
Nongame Branch Chief Eric
Gardner.

Four of the last five confirmed jaguar

sightings in Arizona have been

reported by hunters, who all took

i responsible action to document the

animal and report it to Game and

Fish. Sportsmen also provided

Game and Fish with two sets of trail

camera photos of an ocelot in the

Huachuca Mountains in 2012.

¥ These hunters have provided

biologists with critical information

| that may not otherwise be known,

information that will help increase

B the understanding of these species’
j existence in the borderland area.

B Jaguars have been protected
outside of the United States under
4 the Endangered Species Act since
1873. That protection was extended
to jaguars within the U.S. in 1997, the year after their presence in the Arizona and New
Mexico borderiands was confirmed.




Jaguars once ranged from southern South America through Central America and Mexico
and into the southern United States. it is believed that southern Arizona is the most
northern part of the range for a population of jaguars living in Sonora, Mexico.

Ocelots are small to mecium-sized spotted cats with a long tail. These cats have been
listed as endangered since 1982 under the federat Endangered Species Acl.

The present range for ocelots is in the eastern and western lowlands of Mexico, from
southern Mexico through Central America and in the lowland areas of Colombia, Ecuador,
Peru and Brazil. On the fringes of their range, they occupy a very limited region in both the
United States (a remnant population exists in southern Texas) and Argentina. Other
animals such as bobcats, young mountain lions and servals, an African cat popular in the
pet trade, are sometimes misidentified as ocelots, which is why verification is so very
imporiant.

Jaguars and ocelots are protected by the Endangered Speciss Act and should be left
alone. If anyone encounters a cat believed to be a jaguar or acelot, the Game and Fish
Department requests that pholos along with observation information be reported
immediately to the department or through the Operation Game Thief hotiine at (800) 352-
0700.
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Eric Gardner

From: Erin_Fernandez@fws.gov

Sent: Thursday, October 04, 2012 10:53 AM

To: Eric Gardner

Subject: RE: : News Release: Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat

Just sent it. Hope it goes through.

Erin Fernandez Timbadia

Mexico Program Coordinator

U.S, Fish and Wildlife Service
Arizona Ecological Services - Tucson
201 N, Bonita Avenue, Suite 141
Tucson, AZ 85745

Ph: (520} 670-6150 x 238
Fax: (520) 670-6155

"Eric Gardner” <EGardner@azgfd.gov> To <Erin_Fermandez@fws.gov>

cc
10/04/2012 10:16 AM Subject RE: : News Release: Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat
Hi Erin

I'still have not gotten an email out to Jody. Will you pleasc try torwarding the comparison photos collage?
Thanks.

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chiet
623-236-7507

Sent with Good (www.good.com)

From: Erin_Femandez@fws.gov [Erin_Fernandez(@ fws.gov]

Sent: Wednesday, October 03, 2012 02:44 PM US Mountain Standard Time

To: Eric Gardner

Subject: RE: : News Release: Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat

Hi Erig,

Strange about Jody's email......did you try jody_mays@fws.gov ? | recommend you also try
Mitch_Sternberg@fws.gov. He is the new (well, relatively speaking) Ocelot Recovery Team Leader out of Texas. You
may also want to contact Arturo Caso, he is (or at least was) the Mexico Co-leader of the Ocelot RT {Mitch can confirm
his current role). His emails are below, but again, you may want to confirm with Mitch if they are current.

GRS



Please let me know if you need more ocelot contacts,

Erin Fernandez Timbadia

Mexico Program Coordinator

L.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Arizena Ecological Services - Tueson
201 N. Bonita Avenue, Suite 141
Tucson, AZ 85745

Ph: (520} 670-6150 x 238
Fax: (520) 670-8155

"Eric Gardner” <EGardner@azgfd.gov>

To <Erin_Fernandez@fws.gov>
cc
Subject RE: : News Release: Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat

10/03/2012 02:17 PM

Who should I send the photo for species ID to in the ocelot world? I have sent to M Tewes and Jody Mays.
Jody's email was kicked back. Do you have the right one for her or other TX Ocelot people?

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief
623-236-7507

Sent with Good (www.good.com)

From: Erin_Femnandez@tws.gov [Erin_Fernandez@ fivs.pov]

Sent: Wednesday, October 03, 2012 01:33 PM US Mountain Standard Time

To: Eric Gardner

Subject: RE: : News Release: Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat

Hi Eric - sure, it's Qu

Erin Fernandez Timbadia

Mexico Program Coordinator

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Arizona Ecological Services - Tucson
201 N. Bonita Avenue, Suite 141
Tucson, AZ 85745

Ph: (520) 670-6150 x 238
Fax: (520) 670-6155



"Eric Gardner” <EGardner@azgfc.gov>
To <Enn _Fernandez@fws.gov>

SOM0XZC12 U128 PM
cC

Eubject RE: : Now: Rease; Game and Fisr analyzing new phots of possibie endangered cat

Hi Erin. Can you send me Carlos Lopez's email address?

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief
623-236-7507

Sent with Good (www.good.com)

----- Original Message-----

From: Erin_Fernandez@fws.gov [Erin_Fernandez@ fws.gov]

Sent: Wednesday, October 03, 2012 12:38 PM US Mountain Standard Time
To:

Bioj amics.stuart@ state.nm.us; Tim Snow; Cric Gardne
Michelle_Christman@fws.gov; marit_alanen@fws.gov:

mculver@email.arizona.edu;

michelle_christman@ifws.gov; ljones02@fs. fed. us; khughes@ablm.gov;
DON.JONES@CBP.DHS.GOV; karen.howe@tonation-nsn.gov;
) ric Gardner; Tim Snow;
james.stuart@state.nm.us; Matthew. Wunder@state.nm. us: David.L.Bergman(@aphis.usda.gov
Subject: Fw: : News Release: Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat

FY!

http:/azefd net/artman/publish/NewsMedia ' Game-and-Fish -analyzing-new-photo-of-possible-endaneercd-cat-
sighted-southeast-ot-Tucson.shtml

Contact:

Mark A. Hart (520) 388-4445
Public Information Officer, Tucson

Lynda Lambert (623) 236-7203
Public Information Officer, Phoenix

Arizona Game and Fish Departiment



NEWS RELEASE
For immediate release, Oct. 2, 2012

Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possibie endangered cat sighted southeast of Tucson

TUCSON, Ariz. — The Arizona Game and Fish Department is currently analyzing a recent trail camera
photo of either a jaguar or an ocelot sighted southeast of Tucson.

The photo includes only the tail and a small portion of a hind quarter of the animal, making positive
identification more difficult. Game and Fish is now consulting with outside expenrs about the photo,
taken Sept. 23 and submitted by a sportsman, to better identify the species.

“We have definitively determined that it is either a jaguar or an ocelot, but we need to do further
analysis of the animal's spot patterns and size to try to positively identify which species it is,"” said
Game and Fish Nongame Branch Chief Eric Gardner.

Four of the last five confirmed jaguar sightings in Arizona have been reported by hunters, who all took
responsible action to document the animal and report it to Game and Fish. Sportsmen aiso provided
Game and Fish with two sets of trail camera photos of an ocelot in the Huachuca Mountains in 2012.
These hunters have provided biologists with critical information that may not otherwise be known,
information that will hefp increase the understanding of these species’ existence in the borderland
area.

Jaguars have been protected outside of the United States under the Endangered Species Act since
1973. That protection was extended to jaguars within the U.S. in 1997, the year after their presence in
the Arizona and New Mexico borderlands was confirmed.

Jaguars once ranged from southern South America through Central America and Mexico and into the
southern United States. !t is believed that southern Arizona is the most northern part of the range for
a population of jaguars living in Sonora, Mexico.

Ocelots are small to medium-sized spotted cats with a long tail. These cats have been listed as
endangered since 1982 under the federal Endangered Species Act.

The present range for ocelots is in the eastern and western lowlands of Mexico, from southern
Mexico through Central America and in the lowland areas of Colombia, Ecuador, Peru and Brazil. On
the fringes of their range, they occupy a very limited region in both the United States (a remnant
population exists in southern Texas) and Argentina. Other animals such as bobcats, young mountain
lions and servals, an African cat popular in the pet trade, are sometimes misidentified as ocelots,
which is why verification is so very important.

Jaguars and ocelots are protected by the Endangered Species Act and should be left alone. If anyone
encounters a cat believed to be a jaguar or ocelot, the Game and Fish Department requests that
photos along with observation information be reported immediately to the department or through the
Operation Game Thief hotline at (800) 352-0700.

-30-
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Eric Gardner

From: Erin_Fernandez@fws.gov

Sent: Thursday, October 04, 2012 10:53 AM

To: jody_mays@fws.gov

Cc: Eric Gardner

Subiject: Fw: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?

Attachments: September 2012 Comparison.jpg; September 2012 Comparison.pptx
Hi Jody,

Did you get this previous request? | think Eric’'s previous request bounced back, but he would like to gel your opinion (the
photo comparison is attached all the way at the bottom).
Thanks so much!

Erin Fernandez Timbadia

Mexice Program Coordinator

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Arizona Ecoleogical Services - Tucson
201 N. Bonita Avenue, Suite 141
Tucson, AZ 85745

Ph: (520} 670-6150 x 238
Fax: {(520) 670-6155

----- Forwarded by Erin Fernandez/R2/FWS/DOI on 10/04/2012 10:44 AM -

“Eric Gardner" <EGardner@azgfd.gov> To
<Jody_Mays@tws.gov>

10/02/2012 04:33 PM cc <maril_alanen@fws.gov>, <Jean_Calhoun@fws.gov>, <Erin_Fernandez@fws. gov>,
<Steve_Spangle@fws.gov>, "Larry Riley" <LRiley@azgfd.gov>, "Gary R. Hovalter"
<GHovalter@azgfd.gov=>, "Bob Broscheid" <BBroscheid@azgfd.gov>, "Jim Paxon”
<JPaxon@azgfd.gov>, "Mark A. Hart" <MHari@azgfd.gov>, “Tim Show"
<TSnow@azgfd .gov>, "Francisco Abarca” <FAbarca@azgfd.gov>, "Bill Vanpelt”
<BVanpelt@azgid.gov>, "Jim Paxon" <JPaxon@azgld gov>

Subject Care lo iry to identify this spotted cat?

Jaguar and Ocelot experts,
I am sorry to intrude upon you once again, but AGFD recently acquired a series of camera trap (trail camera)

photos that include one photo with the tail and a small portion of hindquarter/leg of a spotted cat. We are
seeking outside opinion on species identification, but would of course prefer a more definitive answer if one
can be given based upon the limited amount of information available in the photos. Due to the site being
possibly easy to recognize, we have spliced several photos together and left in a few landmarks that may help
with size. All photos were taken from the same camera at the same location and are not blown up or shrunk
down in the composite, so the animals and their proximity to the camera may help in determining size. The
full pictures may be provided if we are unable to get an answer with what is provided and if you feel they will
be helpful, but | would prefer to wait on that for a bit.

As mentioned above, expert opinion will be helpful, but if you can back it up by explaining what in the photos
helped lead you to your conclusion (if you have one), that would be extremely helpful. As always, | have my
opinion but will hold off from sharing so as not to bias your analysis...



Our press release just went out and | have pasted it below.

Once again, thank you for your help. If | have forgotten to inctude anyone that would be valuable in this effort
please let me know (and send me their email address please) and I'li forward the email.

Eric Gardner

From: AZGFD [mailto:e-news@azgfd.gov]

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 3:56 PM

To:! Jim Paxon

Subject: News Release: Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat

Contact:

Mark A. Hart (520) 388-4445
Public Information Officer, Tucson

Lynda Lambert {(623) 236-7203
Public Information Officer, Phoenix

Arizona Game and Fish Department

NEWS RELEASE
For immediate release, Qct. 2, 2012

Game and Fish anatyzing new photo of possible endangered cat sighted southeast of Tucson

TUCSON, Ariz. — The Arizona Game and Fish Department is currently analyzing a recent trail camera photo of either a
jaguar or an ocelot sighted southeast of Tucson.

The photo includes only the tail and a small portion of a hind quarter of the animal, making positive identification more
difficult. Game and Fish is now consulting with outside experts about the photo, taken Sept. 23 and submitted by a
sportsman, to better identify the species.



_ . "We have definitively determined that it is either a jaguar or an ocelot,
but we need to do further analysm of the animal’s spot patterns and size to try to positively identify which species it is,”
said Game and Fish Nongame Branch Chief Eric Gardner.

Four of the last five confirmed jaguar sightings in Arizona have been reported by hunters, who all tock responsible action
to document the animal and report it to Game and Fish. Sportsmen also provided Game and Fish with two sels of trail
camera photos of an ocelot in the Huachuca Mountains in 2012. These hunters have provided biologists with critical
information that may not otherwise be known, information that will help increase the understanding of these species’
existence in the borderland area.

Jaguars have been protected outside of the United States under the Endangered Species Act since 1973. That protection
was extended to jaguars within the U.S. in 1997, the year after their presence in the Arizona and New Mexico borderlands

was confirmed.

Jaguars once ranged from southern South America through Central America and Mexico and into the southern United
States. It is believed that southern Arizona is the most northern part of the range for a population of jaguars living in
Sonoera, Mexico.

Ocelots are smali to medium-sized spotted cats with a long tail. These cats have been listed as endangered since 1982
under the federal Endangered Species Act.

The present range for ocelots is in the eastern and western lowlands of Mexico, from southern Mexico through Central
America and in the lowland areas of Colombia, Ecuador, Peru and Brazil. On the fringes of their range, they occupy a very
limited region in both the United States (a remnant population exists in southern Texas) and Argentina. Other animals
such as bobcats, young mountain lions and servals, an African cat popular in the pet trade, are sometimes misidentified
as ocelots, which is why verification is so very important.

Jaguars and ocelots are protected by the Endangered Species Act and should be left alone. if anyone encounters a cat

believed to be a jaguar or ocelot, the Game and Fish Department requests that photos along with observation information
be reported immediately to the department or through the Operation Game Thief hotline at (800) 352-0700.

-30-
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Eric Gardner

From: Sergio Avila

Sent: Thursday, October 04, 2012 11:20 AM
To: Eric Gardner

Subject: RE: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?

Thank you for sharing this Eric.

The comparison with other images is very helpful to identify the size of the animal, especially the one of the mountain lion
on the left: the height of the hind quarters of both seems similar, even considering the two animals are moving in a slightly
different angle. Furthermore, | have observed that jaguars can be a bit lower than lions on the rear end. The front would
be a very different story.

One important note: given the angle of the jaguar photo, it's not possible to ascertain the gender of this cat, so | wouldn't
call it a male or a female, just ‘unidentified’.

Thank you again for sharing this. We are happy to help any time, should similar questions arise.

sa

Sergio Avila
Manager - Northern Mexico Conservation Program

www skyislandalliance.org

520.624.7080 x16

300 E. University, Suite 270 // Tucson, AZ 85705
PO Box 41165 // Tucson, AZ 85717

From: Eric Gardner {mailto:EGardner@azgfd.gov]
Sent: Thursday, October 04, 2012 10:11 AM

To: sergio

Subject: FW: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief
623-236-7507

Sent with Good (www.good.com)

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 04:30 PM US Mountain Standard Time

To: i ;

Jody Mays@fws.gov

Cc: 'marit_alanen@fws.gov'; 'Jean_Calhoun@fws.gov"; 'Erin_Fernandez@fws.gov'; 'Steve Spangle@fws.gov';
Larry Riley; Gary R. Hovatter; Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Mark A. Hart; Tim Snow; Francisco Abarca; Bill
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Vanpelt; lim Paxon
Subject: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?

Jaguar and Ocelot experts,

| am sorry to intrude upon you once again, but AGFD recently acquired a series of camera trap (trail camera)
photos that include one photo with the tail and a small portion of hindquarter/leg of a spotted cat. We are
seeking outside opinion on species identification, but would of course prefer a more definitive answer if one
can be given based upon the limited amount of information available in the photos. Due to the site being
possibly easy to recognize, we have spliced several photos together and left in a few landmarks that may help
with size. All photos were taken from the same camera at the same location and are not blown up or shrunk
down in the composite, so the animals and their proximity to the camera may help in determining size. The
full pictures may be provided if we are unable to get an answer with what is provided and if you feel they will
be helpful, but | would prefer to wait on that for a bit.

As mentioned above, expert opinion will be helpful, but if you can back it up by explaining what in the photos
helped lead you to your conclusion (if you have one), that would be extremely helpful. As always, | have my
opinion but will hold off from sharing so as not to bias your analysis...

Our press release just went out and | have pasted it below.

Once again, thank you for your help. If | have forgotten to include anyone that would be valuable in this effort
please let me know (and send me their email address please) and I'll forward the email.

Eric Gardner

From: AZGFD [mailto:e-news@azgfd.gov]

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 3:56 PM

To: Jim Paxon

Subject: News Release: Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat

Contact:

Mark A. Hart (520) 388-4445
Public Information Officer,
Tucson

Lynda Lambert (623) 236-7203
Public Information Officer, Phoenix

Arizona Game and Fish Department

NEWS RELEASE
For immediate release, Oct. 2, 2012

Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat sighted southeast
of Tucson

TUCSON, Ariz. — The Arizona Game and Fish Department is currently analyzing a recent
trail camera photo of either a jaguar or an ccelot sighted southeast of Tucson.

The photo inciudes only the tail and a small portion of a hind quarter of the animal, making
positive identification more difficult. Game and Fish is now consulting with outside experts
about the photo, taken Sept. 23 and submitted by a sportsman, to better identify the
species.



“We have definitively delermined
that it is either a jaguar or an ocelot,
but we need to do further analysis of
the animal's spot patterns and size
to try to positively identify which
species it is,” said Game and Fish
Nongame Branch Chief Eric
Gardner.

Four of the last five confirmed jaguar
sightings in Arizona have been
reported by hunters, who all took

g responsible action to document the
animal and report it to Game and
Fish. Sportsmen also provided
Game and Fish with two sets of trail
camera photos of an ocelot in the
Huachuca Mountains in 2012.

B These hunters have provided

j biologists with critical information

# that may not otherwise be known,
information that will help increase
the understanding of these species’
g cxistence in the borderland area.

Jaguars have been protected
outside of the United States under
the Endangered Species Act since
1973. That protection was extended
to jaguars within the U.S. in 1997, the year after their presence in the Arizona and New
Mexico borderlands was confirmed.

Jaguars once ranged from southern South America through Central America and Mexico
and into the southern United States. It is believed that southern Arizona is the most
northern part of the range for a population of jaguars living in Sonora, Mexico.

Ocelots are small to medium-sized spotted cats with a long tail. These cats have been
listed as endangered since 1982 under the federal Endangered Species Act.

The present range for ocelots is in the eastern and western lowlands of Mexico, from
southern Mexico through Central America and in the lowland areas of Colombia, Ecuador,
Peru and Brazil. On the fringes of their range, they occupy a very iimited region in both the
United States (a remnant population exists in southern Texas) and Argentina. Other
animals such as bobcats, young mountain tions and servals, an African cat popular in the
pet trade, are sometimes misidentified as ocelots, which is why verification is so very
important.

Jaguars and ocelots are protected by the Endangered Species Act and should be left
alone. If anyone encounters a cat believed to be a jaguar or ocelot, the Game and Fish
Department requests that photos along with observation information be reported
immediately to the department or through the Operation Game Thief hotline at (800) 352-
0700.
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in an alternative format by conlacting the Deputy Director as listed above.
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Making a Difference for Conservation
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Eric Gardner

From: Jim Paxon
"~ Sent: Thursday, October 04, 2012 11:56 AM
Fo: Tom Cadden; Mark A. Hart; Lynda Lambert; Raul Vega; Eric Ga:dner
Cc: Jeff Humphrey'; Ben Alteneder; Tony Guiles; Jorge Canaca; Gary R. Hovatler; Larry Riley
Subject: Followup telecon w/ Tony Davis

Eric and I just got off phone with Tony on who is involved in the photo analysis by various credible sources.
Tony was fishing pretty hard for who,how many and what was their "vote"! We both re-iterated that the analysis
is in process and some of those folks are consulting with their own networks...and will get back to us when they
are able to. Til then, we will not respond to his pointed questions. He indicated that he is talking to Sky Island
Alliance, which Eric did tell him, is one of those we contacted. Lastly, he probed on location...only S. E. of
Tucson. Stay the course folks. Jim

Sent with Good (www.good.com)



Eric Gardner

From: Tom Cadden

Sent: Thursday, Qctober 04, 2012 11:57 AM
To: Jim Paxon; Eric Gardner

Subject: KGUN interview request - jaguar photo
Jim / Eric,

KGUN in Tucson called Lynda and wanted to know if someone from AZGFD could do a SKYPE interview with them on the
possibie jaguar/ocelot photo.

Lynda got hold of Bill VanPelt, Bill knows the talking points and said he could do it. Any objections?

Tam Cadden
x7392

From: Jim Paxon

Sent: Thursday, October 04, 2012 10:09 AM

To: tarry Voyles; Gary R. Hovatter; Bob Broscheid; Raul Vega; Mark A. Hart; Tom Cadden; Lynda Lambert; Eric Gardner;
Larry Riley; Brian Wakeling

Cc: Jim Odenkirk; Linda Pollock; Tony Guiles; Jorge Canaca; Ben Alteneder

Subject: Recent Jaguar Siting--Tony Davis

I just now left a message on Tony Davis' phone. Eric Gardner came to me with a concern that Tony was
working the department to get the names and the conclusions of the experts we asked to look at the tail photo.

Told Tony the following, and hope we will all adhere to the same:

We will not share names nor conclusions until we have worked through the process.

Several independent sources have been asked to evaluate the photo.

When we have reached a conclusion, the Department will announce by news relcase.

Those experts who agree to have their name, conclusion and reasons for conclusion will be given to the public
and

the media.

Location will be southeast of Tucson in photos by a sportsman.

‘That is all we can sharc because that is all we know at this time.

Best, Jim

Sent with Good (www.good.com)




Eric Gardner

From: Tim Snow

Sent: Thursday, October 04, 2012 12:41 PM
To: Diane Tilton

Cc: Eric Gardner; Raul Vega

Subject: RE: News request

Diane -- You'd have to coordinate with Eric Gardner and above to see what new or additional information is available for
the public, It is safe to say that Sky Island Alliance has viewed the photos and have stated that it is a jaguar. We have
heard from some of the species experts, but I'm not sure where the Department is in releasing that information {ask
Eric).

Between you and me, I'm pretty confident that Department consensus remains that it is a photograph of a jaguar. As
part of our investigation though, we felt it was in our best interest to seek outside consensus before positively
identifying the cat.

Mark is on feave and | believe Raul is in Phoenix.
--Tim

Tim K. Snow

Region V Nongame Specialist
555 N. Greasewood Road
Tucson, AZ 85745

(520) 388-4449

Sign up for AZGFD eNews - Wildlife news, fishing reports, hunting tips, and more!
Learn more about Fishing and Hunting in AZ or Get Your Licenses Online

From: Diane Tilton

Sent: Thursday, October 04, 2012 11:04 AM
To: Tim Snow

Cc: Mark A. Hart; Raul Vega

Subject: News request

Hi Tim

Just got a request from KGUN about jaguar/ocelot story. Any new info we are giving out? | have not called them back
yet.

Diane

Diane Tilton

Arizona Game and Fish Department

Wildlife Manager



Eric Gardner

From: Sergio Avila

Sent: Thursday, October 04, 2012 3:54 PM

To: Eric Gardner

Subject: Another element in identification of cat species

Helle again Eric,

I' wanted to share with you that one of our experts in staff, Dr. Tom Van Devender a botanist and herpetologist who has
worked in the region for decades, including 25 years at the AZ-Sonora Desert Museum, thinks that the grass in the photo
could be cane beard grass or blue stem (Bothriochloa barbinodis). The reason why this is relevant is because of how high
it grows, thus elucidating the size of the plant in the photo. That species of grass grows between 2 and 4 feet high, and
with that in mind, the cat in the photo is too large for an ocelot (in addition to spots vs. rosettes on tait and hind quarters,
comparison of size with other known species also photographed, etc).

Here's some info on the grass species, taken from:
hitp:/iwww.redorbit.com/edugation/reference_library/plant kingdom/monocot/2582486/cane hluestem/

Commonly known as Cane Bluestem, Botfriochloa barbinodis is a grass species native to the Americas. It is tndigenous to the southem United
States as well as South and Central America and Mexico. Booming perennially, the species grows in tufts from 2 to 4 feet in height. The stems are
sitmilar in color to wheat and have intermittent nodules adormed with wispy hairs. The leaves are 8 10 11 inches in tength and range in color from a
bluish green to a rusty yellow depending on the dryness of the plant. This geass serves important functions because it can withstand drought
conditions both as food for grazing animals and as groundeover for lands that have been recently cleared, v is somctimes grown as an ormamental
plant because of its attractive inflorescences which feature several spikelet units cach with one hairy straw colored fertile spikelet with a spiraled awn
just under 1.5 inches in tength and one smaller stalky non-fertile spikelet with out an awn.

I hope this helps.

Sergio Avila

Sergio Avila
Manager - Northern Mexico Conservation Program

www skyislandalliance.org

520.624.7080 x16

300 E. University, Suite 270 // Tucson, AZ 85705
PO Box 41165 // Tucson, AZ 85717

From: Eric Gardner [mailto:EGardner@azgfd.gov]
Sent: Thursday, October 04, 2012 10:11 AM

To: sergio
Subject: FW: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?

Eric Gardner _

Nongame Branch Chief
623-236-7507

Sent with Good (www.good.com)




From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 04:30 PM US Muountain Standard Time

To:

Jody Mays@fws.gov

Ce: 'marit_alanen@otws.gov'; 'Jean_Calhoun@@tws.gov'; 'Erin_Fernandez@ifws.gov'; 'Steve Spangle@ifws. gov';
Larry Riley: Gary R. Hovatter; Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Mark A. Hart; Tim Snow; Francisco Abarca; Bill
Vanpelt; Jim Paxon

Subject: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?

Jaguar and Ocelot experts,

| am sorry to intrude upon you once again, but AGFD recently acquired a series of camera trap (trait camera)
photos that include one photo with the tail and a small portion of hindquarter/leg of a spotted cat. We are
seeking outside opinion on species identification, but would of course prefer a more definitive answer if one
can be given based upon the limited amount of information available in the photos. Due to the site being
possibly easy to recognize, we have spliced several photos together and left in a few landmarks that may help
with size. All photos were taken from the same camera at the same location and are not blown up or shrunk
down in the composite, so the animals and their proximity to the camera may help in determining size. The
full pictures may be provided if we are unable to get an answer with what is provided and if you feel they will
be helpful, but | would prefer to wait on that for a bit.

As mentioned above, expert opinion will be helpful, but if you can back it up by explaining what in the photos
~ helped lead you to your conclusion (if you have one), that would be extremely helpful. As always, | have my
opinion but will hold off from sharing so as not to bias your analysis...

Our press release just went out and | have pasted it below.

Once again, thank you for your help. If { have forgotten to include anyone that would be valuable in this effort
please let me know (and send me their email address please) and VIl forward the email.

Eric Gardner



Eric Gardner

From: Carlos A Lopez Gonzaiezm
Serni: Thursday, October 04, 2012 4:

To: Eric Gardner
Subject: Re: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?
Hi!

[ am traveling all day and tomorrow...will get back to you... during the weekend
Cheers

Carlos

On Thu, Oct 4, 2012 at 8:44 AM, Eric Gardner <EGardner(@azgfd.gov> wrotc:

Thank you. I would like your reasoning if you don't mind. There will be a lot of attention on this sighting and
we have a couple of conflicting opinions (but not with any solid reasoning). Things like tail size, animal size,
spot analysis, all help.....

Thanks again.

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief
623-236-7507

Sent with Good (www.good.com)

From: Carlos A Lopez Gonzalez

Sent: Wednesday, October 03, 2012 (7:51 PM US Mountain Standard Time
To: Eric Gardner

Subject: Re: FW: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?

Hi Eric!

No worries...1 am checking it with all our pictures...but a couple of my students and myself think its likely a jag.
If you need the reasons I can explain further.

Cheers

Carlos

On Wed, Oct 3, 2012 at 3:44 PM, Eric Gardner <EGardner(iazgfd.gov> wrote:
Hi Carlos
Sorry, 1 should have included you in the first email. FYT1, a local reporter has asked who we are seeking opinion
from, so we may have to give him your name (and the others) at some point. Are you okay with that?
1




And the real reason for my email - care to chime in on species 1D?
Thank vou

Eric Gardner

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Wednesday, October 03, 2012 01:38 PM US Mountain Standard Time
To: Raul Vega

Subject: FW: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief
623-236-7507

Sent with Good (www.good.com)

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 04:30 PM US Mountain Standard Time

To:

Jody Mays@efws.gov

Ce: 'marit_alanen@itws.gov'; 'Jean Calhoun(zfws.gov'; 'Erin_Fernandez@otws.gov'; 'Steve Spanglefifws.gov';
Larry Riley, Gary R. Hovatter; Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Mark A. Hart; Tim Snow; Francisco Abarca; Bill
Vanpelt; lim Paxon

Subject: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?

Jaguar and Ocelot experts,

| am sorry to intrude upon you once again, but AGFD recently acquired a series of camera trap (trail camera)
photos that include one photo with the tail and a small portion of hindquarter/leg of a spotted cat. We are
seeking outside opinion on species identification, but would of course prefer a more definitive answer if one
can be given based upon the limited amount of information available in the photos. Due to the site being
possibly easy to recognize, we have spliced several photos together and left in a few landmarks that may help
with size. All photos were taken from the same camera at the same location and are not blown up or shrunk
down in the composite, so the animals and their proximity to the camera may help in determining size. The
fuil pictures may be provided if we are unable to get an answer with what is provided and if you feel they will
be helpful, but | would prefer to wait on that for a bit.

As mentioned above, expert opinion will be helpful, but if you can back it up by explaining what in the photos
helped lead you to your conclusion (if you have one), that would be extremely helpful. As always, | have my
opinion but will hold off from sharing so as not to bias your analysis...



Qur press release just went out and | have pasted it below.

Once again, thank you for your help. If | have forgotten to include anyone that would be valuable in this effort
please let me know (and send me their email address please) and I'll forward the email.

Eric Gardner

From: AZGFD [mailto:e-news@azgfd.gov]

Sent: Tuesday, Cctober 02, 2012 3:56 PM

To: Jim Paxen

Subject: News Release: Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat

Contact:

Mark A. Hart (520} 388-4445
Public Infermation Officer,
Tucson

Lynda Lambert {623} 236-7203
FPublic Information Officer, Phoenix

Arizona Game and Fish Department
NEWS RELEASE
For immediate release, Oct. 2, 2012

Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat sighted southeast
of Tucson



TUCSON, Ariz. — The Arizona Game and Fish Department is currently analyzing a recent
trail camera photo of either a jaguar or an ocelot sighted southeast of Tucsor

The photo includes only the tail and a small portion of a hind quarter of the animal, making
positive identificaticn more difficult. Game and Fish is now consulting with outside experts
about the photo, taken Sept. 23 and submitted by a spoitsman, to better identify the
species.

“We have definitively determined
that it is either a jaguar or an ocelot,
but we need to do further analysis of
the animal’'s spot patterns and size
to try to positively identify which
species it is,” said Game and Fish
Nongame Branch Chief Eric
Gardner.

Four of the last five confirmed jaguar
sightings in Arizona have been
reported by hunters, who all took
responsible action to document the
animal and report it to Game and

¥ Fish. Sportsmen also provided

B Game and Fish with two sets of trail
j camera photos of an ocelot in the

y Huachuca Mountains in 2012.

g These hunters have provided
biologists with critical information

f that may not otherwise be known,

j information that will help increase

W the understanding of these species’
existence in the borderland area.

Jaguars have been protected
outside of the United States under
the Endangered Species Act since
1973. That protection was extended
to jaguars within the U.S. in 1997, the year after their presence in the Arizona and New
Mexico berderlands was confirmed.

Jaguars once ranged from southern South America through Central America and Mexico
and into the southern United States. It is believed that southern Arizona is the most
northern part of the range for a population of jaguars living in Sonora, Mexico.

Ocelots are small to medium-sized spotted cats with a leng tail. These cats have been
listed as endangered since 1982 under the federal Endangered Species Act.

The present range for ocelots is in the eastern and western lowlands of Mexico, from
southern Mexico through Central America and in the lowland areas of Colombia, Ecuador,
Peru and Brazil. On the fringes of their range, they occupy a very limited region in both the
United States (a remnant poputation exists in southern Texas) and Argentina. Other
animals such as bobcats, young mountain lions and servals, an African cat popular in the
pet trade, are sometimes misidentified as ocelots, which is why verification is so very
important.

Jaguars and ocelots are protected by the Endangered Species Act and should be left
alone. If anyone encounters a cat believed to be a jaguar or ocelot, the Game and Fish
Department requests that photos along with observation information be reported
immediately to the department or through the Operation Game Thief hotline at {800) 352-
0700.



-30-

The Arizona Game and Fish Departmeni prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, sex, national origin, age, or
disability in its programs and activities. If anyone believes that they have been discriminated against in any of the
AGI'D's programs or activities, including employment practices, they may file a complaint with the Deputy Director, 5000
W. Carefree Highway, Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000, (602) 942-3000, or with the Fish and Wildlife Service, 4040 N. Fairfax
Dr. Ste. 130, Arlingtan, VA 22203. Persons with a disability may request a reasonable accommodation or this document
in an alternative format by contacting the Deputy Director as listed above.

Unsubscribe from all lists,
Change your E-1 idress or subscriptions here.

Eric Gardner
Nongame Branch Chicf
Arizona Game and Fish Department

5000 W. Carefrce Highway
Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000

Work: (623) 236-7507

Your Wildlife is the
Heritage Fund's Legacy

Making a Ditterence for Conservation

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and reccive the latest news and information on wildlife issues and events, outdoor
tips, cducation programs, regulations, and more. http://www.azgfd. gov/eservices/subscribe.shtinl

Your Wildlife is the
Heritage Fund's Legacy

Making a Difference for Conservation




Sigi up for ALZGFD eNews and receive the latest nows and intormation on wildiife issues and events. outdoor
tps, education programs. regubations. and more, http:/www,azetd govieservices/subscribe.shtm]

Dr. Carlos A. Lopez Gonzalez
Profesor-Investigador

Universidad Autonoma de Querctaro
Cerro de las Campanas S/N,

Col. Las Campanas

Queretaro, Qro. C. P. 76010

Tel, 442-192-1200 ext 5311

Email: Catsdmex@cgmail.com

"Conservation without money is just conversation!" (Former [UCN President)
"If you want the job done right, hire a mammalogist." (Jim Findley)
"you either die a hero or you live long enough to see yourself become the villain". (Two-Face)

Dr. Carlos A. Lopez Gonzalez
Protesor-Investigador

Universidad Autonoma de Queretaro
Cerro de las Campanas S/N,

Col. Las Campanas

Queretaro, Qro. C. P. 76010

Tel. 442-192-1200 ext 5311

Email: Catsdmex{@ gmail.com

"Conservation without money is just conversation!" (Former [UCN President)
“If you want the job done right, hire a mammalogist.” (Jim Findley)
"you either die a hero or you live long enough to see yourself become the villain", (Two-Face)



Tim Snow
m

From: ' Eric Gardner

Sent: Friday, October 05, 2012 9:30 AM

To: Jim Paxon; Larry Riley; Bill Vanpelt; James Driscoll; Tim Snow; Gary R. Hovatter: Bob
Broscheid

Subject: FW: Another element in identification of cat species

More input with some analysis/explanation behind the conclusion.

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief
623-236-7507

Sent with Good (www.good.com)

From: Sergio Avila

Sent: Thursday, October 04, 2012 03:52 PM US Mountain Standard Time
Te: Eric Gardner

Subject: Another element in identification of cat species

Hello again Eric,

| wanted to share with you that one of our experts in staff, Dr. Tom Van Devender a botanist and herpetologist who has
worked in the region for decades, including 25 years at the AZ-Sonora Desert Museum, thinks that the grass in the photo
could be cane beard grass or blue stem (Bothriochioa barbinodis). The reason why this is refevant is because of how high
it grows, thus elucidating the size of the plant in the photo. That species of grass grows between 2 and 4 feet high, and
with that in mind, the cat in the photo is too large for an ocelot (in addition to spots vs. rosettes on tail and hind quarters,
comparison of size with other known species also photographed, etc).

Here's some info on the grass species, taken from:
http://www redorbit.com/education/reference_library/plant kingdom/monocot/2582486/cane bluestem/

Commonly known as Cane Bluestem, Bathriachloa barbinodis is a grass species native to the Americas. It is indigenous to the southern United
Staies as well as South and Central America and Mexico. Booming perennially. the species grows in tufts from 2 to 4 feet in height. The stems are
sirilar in color to wheat and have intermittent nodules adomed with wispy hairs. The lcaves are 8 to 11 inches in length and range in color from a
bluish green to a rusty yellow depending on the dryness of the plant. This grass serves important functions because it can withstand drought
conditions both as food for grazing animals and as groundcover for lands that have been recently cleared. [t is sometimes grown as an ornamental
plant becausc of its attractive inflorescences which feature severat spikelet units each with one hairy straw colored fertile spikelet with a spiraled awn
Just under 1.5 inches in length and one smaller stalky non-fertile spikelet with out an awn,

I hope this helps.

Sergio Avila

Sergio Avila
Manager - Northern MexicoConservation Program



www.skyislandalliance.org

520.624.7080 x16

300 E. University, Suite 270 // Tucson, AZ 85705
PO Box 41165 // Tucson, AZ 85717

From: Eric Gardner [mailto:EGardner@azgfd.gov]

Sent: Thursday, October 04, 2012 10:11 AM

To: sergio
Subject: FW: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief
623-236-7507

Sent with Good (www,good.com)

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 04:30 PM US Mountain Standard Time

To: '

Jody Mavsae lws.oov

Ce: 'marit_alanen’etws.gov'; ean_Calhounie fws.gon'; "Lrin_Fernandezd fws.oov's 'Sieve Spanglei fws.gov';
Larry Riley; Gary R. Hovatter; Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Mark A. Hart; Tim Snow; Francisco Abarca; Bili
Vanpelt; Jim Paxon

Subject: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?

Jaguar and Ocelot experts,

| am sorry to intrude upon you once again, but AGFD recently acquired a series of camera trap (trail camera)
photos that include one photo with the tail and a small portion of hindquarter/leg of a spotted cat. We are
seeking outside opinion on species identification, but would of course prefer a more definitive answer if one
can be given based upon the limited amount of information available in the photos. Due to the site being
possibly easy to recognize, we have spliced several photos together and left in a few landmarks that may help
with size. All photos were taken from the same camera at the same location and are not blown up or shrunk
down in the composite, so the animals and their proximity to the camera may help in determining size. The
full pictures may be provided if we are unable to get an answer with what is provided and if you feel they will
be helpful, but | would prefer to wait on that for a bit.

As mentioned above, expert opinion will be helpful, but if you can back it up by explaining what in the photos
helped lead you to your conclusion (if you have one), that would be extremely helpful. As always, | have my
opinion but will hold off from sharing so as not to bias your analysis...

Our press release just went out and I have pasted it below.

Once again, thank you for your help. If | have forgotten to include anyone that would be valuable in this effort
please let me know (and send me their email address please) and I'll forward the email.

Eric Gardner






Eric Gardner

From: Jim Heffelfinger

Sent: Friday, October 05, 2012 9:45 AM

To: Raul Vega; Gary R. Hovatter; Tim Snow; Eric Gardner

Subject: FW: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?

Attachments: September 2012 Comparison.jpg; September 2012 Comparison.pptx

[ just want to follow up and let people know that i think i changed my mind on this. I'm definately leaning
towards jaguar. [ originally based my opinion on size comparison (seemed like the tail patterns on google
images where too variable). But when i come back to the picture fresh i'm struck with just how thick the base of
the tail is. I am however NOT a nongame guy contrary to popular belief.

Thanks!
Jim

From: Raul Vega

Sent: Friday, October 05, 2012 09:35 AM US Mountain Standard Time
To: ALL @ Tucson

Subject: FW: Care tn try to identify this spotted cat?

Fyl
RV

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Wednesday, October 03, 2012 1:38 PM

To: Raul Vega

Subject: FW: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief
623-236-7507

Sent with Good (www.good.com)

----- Original Message-----

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 04:30 PM US Mountain Standard Time

To:

Jody Mays@fws.gov

Ce: 'marit_alanen@fws.gov'; Jean_Calhoun@fws.gov'; 'Erin_Fernandez@fws.gov'; 'Steve Spangle@fws.gov';
Larry Riley; Gary R. Hovatter; Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Mark A. Hart; Tim Snow; Francisco Abarca; Bill
Vanpelt; Jim Paxon

Subject: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?




Jaguar and Ocelot experts,

I am sorry to intrude upon you once again, but AGFD recently acquired a series of camera trap (trail camera)
photos that include one photo with the tail and a small portion of hindquarter/leg of a spotted cat. We are
seeking outside opinion on species identification, but would of course prefer a more definitive answer if one
can be given based upon the limited amount of information available in the photos. Due to the site being
possibly easy to recognize, we have spliced several photos together and left in a few landmarks that may help
with size. All photos were taken from the same camera at the same location and are not blown up or shrunk
down in the composite, so the animals and their proximity to the camera may help in determining size. The
full pictures may be provided if we are unable to get an answer with what is provided and if you fee! they will
he heipful, but | would prefer to wait on that for a bit.

As mentioned above, expert opinion will be helpful, but if you can back it up by expiaining what in the photos
helped lead you to your conclusion (if you have one), that would be extremely helpful. As always, | have my
opinion but will hold off from sharing so as not to bias your analysis...

Our press release just went out and | have pasted it below.

Once again, thank you for your help. If | have forgotten to include anyone that would be valuable in this effort
please let me know (and send me their email address please) and I'll forward the email.

Eric Gardner

From: AZGFD [mailto:e-news@azgfd.gov]

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 3:56 PM

To: Jim Paxon

Subject: News Release: Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat

Contact:

Mark A. Hart (520} 388-4445
Public Information Officer,
Tucson

Lynda Lambert (623) 236-7203
Public Information Officer, Phoenix

Arizona Game and Fish Department

NEWS RELEASE
For immediate release, Oct. 2, 2012

Game and Fish anatyzing new photo of possible endangered cat sighted southeast
of Tucson

TUCSON, Ariz. — The Arizona Game
and Fish Department is currently
analyzing a recent trail camera
photo of either a jaguar or an ocelot
sighted southeast of Tucson.

The photo includes only the tail and
a small portion of a hind quarter of
the animal, making positive
identification more difficult. Game
and Fish is now consulting with
outside experts about the photo,
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taken Sept. 23 and submitted by a sportsman, to better identify the species.

j "We have definitively determined
thal it is either a jaguar or an ocelot,
but we need to do further analysis of
the animal’s spot patterns and size
to try to positively identify wiich
species it is,” said Game and Fish
Nongame Branch Chief Eric

§ Gardner.

Four of the last five confirmed jaguar
sightings in Arizena have been
reported by hunters, who all took
responsible action to document the
animal and report it to Game and
B Fish. Sportsmen also provided
B Game and Fish with two sets of trail
¥ camera photos of an ocelot in the
¥ Huachuca Mountains in 2012.

B These hunters have provided
B biologists with critical information
Bl thal may not otherwise be known,

k information that will help increase
the understanding of these species’
existence in the borderland area.

Jaguars have been protected

¢ outside of the United States under
the Endangered Species Act since
1973. That protection was extended
to jaguars within the U.S. in 1997, the year after their presence in the Arizona and New
Mexico borderlands was confirmed.

Jaguars once ranged from southern South America through Central America and Mexico
and into the southern United States. It is believed that southern Arizona is the most
northern part of the range for a population of jaguars living in Sonora, Mexico.

Ocelots are small to medium-sized spotted cats with a long tail. These cats have been
listed as endangered since 1982 under the federal Endangered Species Act.

The present range for ocelots is in the eastern and western lowlands of Mexico, from
southern Mexico through Central America and in the lowland areas of Colombia, Ecuador,
Peru and Brazil. On the fringes of their range, they occupy a very limited region in both the
United States (a remnant population exists in southern Texas) and Argentina. Other
animals such as hobcats, young mountain lions and servals, an African cat popular in the
pet trade, are sometimes misidentified as ocelots, which is why verification is so very
important.

Jaguars and ocelots are protected by the Endangered Species Act and should be left
alone. If anyone encounters a cat believed to be a jaguar or ocelot, the Game and Fish
Department requests that photos along with observation information be reported
immediately to the department or through the Operation Game Thief hotline at (800) 352-
0700.

-30-

The Arizona Gare and Fish Department prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, sex, national origin, age, or
disabiiity in its programs and aclivilies. If anyone believes that they have been discriminated against in any of the
AGFD's programs or activiies, including employment practices, they may file a complaint with the Deputy Director, 5000
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w. Carefree Highway, Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000, (B62) 842-3000. ar with the Fish and Wildiife Service, 4040 N. Fairfax
Dr. Ste. 130, Arlington, VA 2220.5 Persons with a disability may request a reasenzable accommaodation or this document
in an altemaiwe format by contacting the Deputy Direclor as listed above.

Unsubscnbe from all lists.
Change your E-mail address qr subscriptions here.

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief

Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 W. Carefree Highway

Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000

Work: (623) 236-7507

Your Wildlife is the
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Eric Gardner

From: Jean_Calhoun@fws.gov

Sent: Friday, October 05, 2012 9:55 AM

To: Eric Gardner

Subject: Fw: can AGFD release your name as a jaguar expert?
Hi Eric,

Here is Jack's statement and release. Hope this helps.

Good to see you this week. Best of luck wrapping up your AGFD duties and getting ready for your NW adventure! Years
ago, | lived in OR for & years- grad school- and ioved it. Hope you and your family enjoy the change.

Jean

Jean A. Calhoun

Assistant Field Supervisor

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Arizona Ecological Services Office
201 North Bonita Avenue, Suite 141
Tucson, AZ 85745

Office: (520) 670-6150 ext. 223

Fax: (520) 670-6155
————— Forwarded by Jean Calhoun/R2/IFWS/DOI on 10/05/2012 09.33 AR -----

jack childs — To Erin_Fermandez@iws gov

cc Jean_Calhoun@bfws.gov
10/04/2012 04:38 PM Subject Re: Fw: can AGFD release your name as a jaguar expert?

Hi Erin and Jean
I have not been officially asked to identify the photo but have looked at it. In my opinion it is a jaguar. Tail not

similar to ocelot. 1 hesitate to call myself an expert but I have looked at hundreds of trail camera pictures of
Jaguar and ocelot from Arizona and Sonora. 1 am OK with Game & Fish quoting this statement.

Jack

On Thu, Oct 4, 2012 at 3:34 PM, <Erin_Fernandez(@ fws.gov> wrote:

Hi again Jack,

If you get this message and are able to respond, could you please respond to Jean as I'll be out of the
office for a few days.

Thanks!

Erin Fernandez Timbadia

Mexico Program Coordinator

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Arizona Ecological Services - Tucson
201 N. Bonita Avenue, Suite 141



Tucson, AZ 85745

Ph: (520) 670-6150 x 238
Fax: (520) 670-6155

----- Forwarded by Enn Fernandez/R2FWS/GO1 on 10164:2077 03 28 Py ——--
Erin Fernandez/R2IFWS/DOI

To Jack Childs
dd
Subject can AGFD release your name as a jaguar expert?

10/04/2012 09:56 AM

Hi Jack,

Jean, who | think is at a meeting with AGFD today, asked if | can check with you to see if you are
comfortable with AGFD releasing your name as an expert who identified the recent photo as a
jaguar. Let me know you are OK with this.

Were you all able to deploy cameras in the SRs?

Thanks and hope all is well!

Erin Fernandez Timbadia

Mexico Program Coordinator

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Arizona Ecological Services - Tucson
201 N. Bonita Avenue, Suite 141
Tucson, AZ 85745

Ph: (520) 670-6150 x 238
Fax: (520) 670-6155

Jack L. Childs

My goal in life is to be as good a man as my dog thinks I am,



Tim Snhow

AR N R E—— R
From: Bergman, David L - APHIS <David.L.Bergman@aphis.usda.gov>

Sent: Friday, October 05, 2012 3.02 PM

To: Undisclosed recipients

Subject: Experts: S. Ariz. tail photo likely jaguar, though debate continues

http://azstarnet.com/news/local/experts-s-ariz-tail-photo-likely-jaguar-though-debate-continues/article cafe9dba-a%3f-
5238-9f04-cc7098ad664b.html

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended recipients. Any
unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the information it contains may violate the
law and subject the violator to civil or criminal penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error,
please notify the sender and delete the email immediately.



Eric Gardner

From: Jean_Cathoun@fws.gov

Sent: Friday, October 05, 2012 3:54 PM

To: Sanderson .lim

Cc: : Kyle Thompson; Ron Thompson, Lisa
Haynes; Eric Gardner

Subject: Re: Care to try to identify this spotted cat

Attachments: m 03 Area4 C 043008 R.jpg; m 03 Aread C 040308 L.jpg

Thanks, Jim. Would you be willing to have AGFD release your name and analysis below? Il cc Eric Gardner.

Jean A_ Calhoun

Assistant Fieid Supervisor

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Arizona Ecological Services Office
201 North Bonita Avenue, Suite 141
Tucson, AZ 85745

Office: {520) 670-6150 ext. 223
Fax: (520) 670-6155

Sanderson Jim— To Ron Thompso

10/05/2012 06-23 AM

CC

Please respondt Subject Care to try ta identify this spotled cat
Sanderson Jim

Jean, | have 1379, 479, and 45 camera trap piclures of jaguar, ocelol, and margay, respectively, taken during 3 1/2 yers
of continuous work in Suriname. Many are in the same position - walking left to right - but with the whole head, tail, and
body shown. t don't think there is any doubt about the specis identity of the spotted cat in question. | attached both sides
of male 03 from Suriname as an example. By taking an extract of the picture of the cat walking left to right showing just
the rear leg and tail you can get a good match with the photo in question.

Hope this helps.

--jim

Jim Sanderson, Ph.D.

Wildlife Conservation Network

Small Witd Cat Conservation Foundation

Feling Conservation Federation

IUCN Cat Specialist Group

University of Arizona Wild Cat Research and Conservation Center
Skype: jim.sanderson

From: Ron Thompso
To: Lisa Haynes
Ce: Chris Bugbee «

Jim Sanderson
Kyle Thompson

Patricia Harveson (D S 52"

Jack Childs

+: Kirk Emerson
ick Smith

Sont: o —
Sent: Friday, October 5, 2012 2:

Subject: Re: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?




Without a size gage of length I vote............. Jaguar.............. as depicted 1n the "l shot” comparison photo
already sent. Besides, it is in a locale of a consistent crossing between the Santa Ritas and the Whetstones by the
male lion collared during the Tucson study.

Ron
On Thu, Oct 4, 2012 at 10:27 PM. Lisa Haynes _ wrote:

Team,

Sorry to take so long in forwarding this to you... but here it is now, tyi........

---------- Forwarded message ----------From: Lisa Haynes Date: Tue, Oct 2, 2012 at

L
8:50 PMSubject: Fwd: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?To: Lisa Haynes oI

Begin forwarded message:

From: <Jean_Calhoun(@ tws.gov>

Date: October 2, 2012 5:40:05 PM MST

To: Lisa Haynes

Subject: Fw: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?

fyi

Jean A. Calhoun

Assistant Field Supervisor

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Arizona Ecological Services Office
201 North Bonita Avenue, Suite 141
Tucson, AZ 85745

Office: (520) 670-6150 ext. 223
Fax: (520)670-6155

----- Forwarded by Jean Cathoun/R2/FWSIODOI en 10/02/2012 05:37 PM -
"Eric Gardner" To ody_Mays@fws.gov>

<

153;};&'32[%@:;3%39” cc <maril_atanen@iws gov>, <Jean_Cathoun@fws.gov>, <Erin_Fernandez@fws gov>, <Steve_Spangle@fws.gov>, "Larry
Riley" <t Riley@azgfd.gov>, "Gary R. Hovalter" <GHovalter@azgfd gov>, "Bob Broscheid” <BBrossheidi@azgfd.gov>, “Jim
Paxon” <JPaxon@azgfd.gov>, "Mark A. Hant” <MHait@azgfd.gov>, "Tim Snow” <TSnow@azgid.gov>, "Francisco Abarca”
<FAbarca@azgfd gov>, "Bill Vanpelt” <BVanpelt@azgld.gov>, "Jim Paxon" <JPaxon@azgld gov>

Subject Care to try to identify his spotted cat?

Jaguar and Ocelot experts,
Fam sorry to intrude upon you once again, but AGFD recently acquired a series of camera trap (trail camera)
photos that include one photo with the tail and a small portion of hindquarter/leg of a spotted cat. We are
seeking outside opinion on species identification, but would of course prefer a more definitive answer if one
can be given based upon the limited amount of information available in the photos. Due to the site being
possibly easy to recognize, we have spliced several photos together and left in a few landmarks that may help
with size. All photos were taken from the same camera at the same location and are not blown up or shrunk
down in the composite, so the animals and their proximity to the camera may help in determining size. The
full pictures may be provided if we are unable to get an answer with what is provided and if you feel they witl
2



be helpful, but | would prefer to wait on that for a bit.

As mentioned above, expert opinion will be helpful, but if you can back it up by explaining what in the photos
helped iead you to your conclusion (if you have one), that would ke extremely helpful. As always, | have my
cpinion but will hold off from sharing so as not to bias your analysis...

Our press release just went out and | have pasted it below.

Once again, thank you for your help. If | have forgotten to include anyone that would be valuable in this effort
please let me know (and send me their email address please) and {'ll forward the email.

Eric Gardner

From: AZGFD [mailto:e-news@azgfd.gov]

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 3:56 PM

To: Jim Paxon

Subject: News Release: Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat

Contact:
Mark A. Hart (520) 388-4445

Public Information Officer, Tucson

Lynda Lambert (623) 236-7203
Public Information Officer, Phoenix

Arizona Game and Fish Department

NEWS RELEASE
For immediate release, Oct. 2, 2012

Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat sighted southeast of Tucson

TUCSON, Ariz. — The Arizona Game and Fish Department is currently analyzing a recent trail camera
photo of either a jaguar or an ocelot sighted southeast of Tucson.

The photo includes only the tail and a small portion of a hind quarter of the animal, making positive
identification more difficult. Game and Fish is now consulting with outside experts about the photo,
taken Sept. 23 and submitted by a sportsman, to better identify the species.

“We have definitively determined that it is either a jaguar or an ocelot, but we need to do further
analysis of the animal's spot patterns and size to try to positively identify which species it is,” said
Game and Fish Nongame Branch Chief Eric Gardner.

Four of the last five confirmed jaguar sightings in Arizona have been reported by hunters, who all took
responsible action to document the animal and report it to Game and Fish. Sportsmen also provided
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Game and Fish with two sets of trail camera photos of an ocelot in the Huachuca Mountains in 2012.
These hunters have provided biologists with critical information that may not otherwise be known,
information that will help increase the understanding of these species’ existence in the borderland
area.

Jaguars have been protected outside of the United States under the Endangered Species Act since
1973. That protection was extended to jaguars within the U.S. in 1997, the year after their presence in
the Arizona and New Mexico borderlands was confirmed.

Jaguars once ranged from southern South America through Central America and Mexico and into the
southern United States. It is believed that southern Arizona is the most northern part of the range for
a population of jaguars living in Sonora, Mexico.

Ocelots are small to medium-sized spotted cats with a long tail. These cats have been listed as
endangered since 1982 under the federal Endangered Species Act.

The present range for ocelots is in the eastern and western lowlands of Mexico, from southern
Mexico through Central America and in the lowland areas of Colombia, Ecuador, Peru and Brazil. On
the fringes of their range, they occupy a very limited region in both the United States (a remnant
population exists in southern Texas) and Argentina. Other animals such as bobcats, young mountain
lions and servals, an African cat popular in the pet trade, are sometimes misidentified as ocelots,
which is why verification is so very important.

Jaguars and ocelots are protected by the Endangered Species Act and should be left alone. If anyone
encounters a cat believed to be a jaguar or ocelot, the Game and Fish Department requests that
photos along with observation information be reported immediately to the department or through the
Operation Game Thief hotline at {(800) 352-0700.

-30-

The Arizona Game and Fish Department prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, sex. national crigin, age, or disability in its programs and activities. If
anyone believes that they have been discriminated agains! in any of the AGFD’s programs or activilies, including employmeni practices, they may file a complaint
with the Deputy Director, 5000 W. Carefree Highway, Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000, {602) 942-3000, or with the Fish and wWildiife Service, 4040 N. Fairfax Dr. Ste. 130,
Arlington, VA 22203. Persons with a disability may request a reasonable accommaodalion or this document in an alternalive format by conlacting the Deputy
Director as listed above.

Unsubscribe from all lists.
Change your E-mail address or subscriptions here.

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief

Arizona Game and Fish Department
5080 W, Carcfree Highway

Phoenix, AZ 850806-5000

Work: (623) 236-7507




Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the latest news and information on wildlite issues and events, outdoor
tips, clucation programs, regulations, and more. http:/www.azgfd.gov/eservices/subscribe shtil

r

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the fatest news and information on wildlife issues and events, outdoor
tips. education programs. regulations. and more. http://www.azgfd. gov/eservices/subscribe.shtml




Eric Gardner

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Meonday, October 08, 2012 2:37 PM
To: Larry Riley

Cc: Tim Snow

Subject: FW. spotted cat sighting

Larry, FYtand a need to get with Larry lones.

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chicef

Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 W, Carefrec Highway

Phocnix. AZ 85086-5000

Work: (623) 236-7507

Your Wildlife is the
Heritage Fund's Legacy

Kiaking a Diference for Conservation

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the Tatest news and information on wildlife issues and cvents. outdoor
tips, education programs, regulations, and more. http://www.azgfd. gov/eservices/subscribe.shiml

From: Jones, Larry -FS [mailto:ljones02@fs.fed.us]

Sent: Wednesday, October 03, 2012 8:50 AM

To: Eric Gardner; Tim Snow

Cc: angela barclay Stamer, Marc -FS
Subject: spotted cat sighting

Hey Eric and Tim—

| expect your phones are ringing off the hook so I'll just passively send an email {and help flood your inbox). We were
about to send a supplemental Biological Assessment for the proposed Rosemont copper mine to Fish and Wildlife
Service when we heard of the spotted cat sighting {| had heard it was a Jaguar). The SBA is updating information for the
BA and incorporating information and request to conference on proposed Jaguar critical habitat, and since | like to have
the best available information, | was hoping there would be something that we could inciude about this sighting in the
SBA. Anyway, food for thought and I'll et the dust settle a bit, but we do want to get the conferencing started fairly
soon. | am around today untit 1245 then back again on Friday and next week Wed-Fri if you want to yack.

--Larry Jones
520-388-8375



This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended recipients. Any
unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the information it contains may violate the
law and subject the violator to civil or criminal penalties. It you believe you have received this message in error,
please notify the sender and delete the email immediately.



Eric Gardner

From: Send Comments

Sent: Monday, October 08, 2012 9:01 FM
To: Eric Gardner

Subject: FW: jaguar or ocelot tail photo

Fellow colleague,

The following message requires your attention. Wouid you please respond to the message below?

This message came from the Department's "Send Comments" section of the website

Please take the following steps to compilete this task:

1. Type your response to this customer
2. Erase this portion of the message (this reduces confusion on the part of our customer)
3. Place 'sendcomments@azgfd.gov’ in the CC line on every response so | can track the response

Thank you

From:

Sent: Sunday, October 07, 2012 2:14 PM
To: Send Comments

Subject: jaguar or ocelot tail photo

Name: Fred Hood

City: Tucson
State: AZ
Zip: 85719
Area: Tucson
Email;

Subject:  jaguar or ocelot tail photo

Comment:  am a part time wildlife photographer with a special interest in wild cats. | know several cat experts
and am also a docent at Reid Park Zoo. | cropped the tails of four of my (captive) jaguar photos and
eight of my (captive) ocelot photos to show just the tail. These represent all ditterent cats from zoos
and parks in America and Europe. The photo you posted is almost certainly a jaguar. The ocelot tails
all show a distinct banding (like thick stripes), not a random pattern that jaguars have and that your
posted photo has. Also, walking jaguars have their tails curled up like your photo while walking
ocelots have their tail parallel to the ground. I have made a photo spread of my tail photos which 1
would be happy to email as an attachment at your request.

Type: Comment

Regarding: Other

Phone:



Tim Snow

_ m
From: Eric Gardner
Sent: Tuesday, October 09, 2012 9:16 AM
To:
Cc: Send Comments; Tim Snow
Subject: RE: jaguar or ocelot tail photo
Mr. Hood.

Thank you for your analysis of the photo. While we have not made any formal decision as to the ID of the species, you
have made some good points which are consistent with the analysis we are getting from many of our internal and
external experts. Due to the controversy of identifying an endangered cat at a specific location, we are being extra
cautious and seeking analysis from others so that the final decision is more defensible. AGFD will send out a follow-up
press release soon with our findings.

I will add your input to that | have received from others.
Thanks again,

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief

Arizona Ganme and Fish Department

5000 W. Carcefree Highway

Phocnix, AZ 85086-5000
Work: (623) 236-7507

Your Wildlife is the
Heritage Fund's Legacy

Making a Difference for Conservation

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the fatest news and information on wildlife issues and events., outdoor
tips. education programs, regulations. and more. htp:/www.azuld.voy/eservices/subseribe.shtml

From: QRN
Sent: Sunday, October 07, 2012 2:14 PM

To: Send Comments
Subject: jaguar or ocelot tail photo

Name: Fred Hood

City: Tucson
State: AZ
Zip: 85719
Area; Tucson
Email:

Subject:  jaguar or ocelot tail photo



Comment: [ am a part time wildlife photographer with a special interest in wild cats. I know several cat experts
and am also a docent at Reid Park Zoo. I cropped the tails of four of my (captive) jaguar photos and
eight of my (captive) ocelot photos to show just the tail. These represent all different cats from zoos
and parks in America and Europe. The photo you posted is almost certainly a jaguar. The ocelot tails
all show a distinct banding (like thick stripes), not a random pattern that jaguars have and that your
posted photo has. Also, walking jaguars have their tails curled up like your photo while walking
ocelots have their tail parallel to the ground. I have made a photo spread of my tail photos which I
would be happy to email as an attachment at your request.

Type: Comment

Regarding:Other

Phone:



Eric Gardner

From: Eric Gardner
Sent: Tuesday, October 09, 2012 9:39 AM

To: SR
Subject: RE: Care to try 1o identify this spotted cat?

Hello again Rodrigo,

Thought ¥'d ask again if it is okay to provide your name as one of the experts who helped ID the cat species. We'd have
to give it to them anyway in a formal public records request but | would like to do so anyway when we release our
findings. Sine you sent us your input, | will likely do so unless | hear from you that you do not want to be identified for

some reason.
Thank you,

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief

Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 W, Carefree Highway

Phoenix, AZ 85086-500)

Waork: (623) 236-7507

Youp Wildiife is the
Heritage Fund's Legacy

Making a Difference for Conservation

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the latest news and information on wildlife issues and events, outdoor
lips, education programs, regulations, and more. http://www.azgfd.gov/eservices/subscribe.shtml

From: QD

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 4:35 PM
To: Eric Gardner
Subject: RE: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?

Its a jaguar
Rodrigo

De: Eric Gardner [mailto:EGardner@azgfd.gov]
Enviado el: martes, 02 de octubre de 2012 06:30 p.m.

Para: QS 5.0
CC: martt_alanen@fws.gov; Jean Calhoun@fws.gov; Erin Fernandez@fws.qov: Steve Spangle@fws.gov; Larry Riley;

Gary R. Hovatter; Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Mark A. Hart; Tim Snow; Francisco Abarca; Bill Vanpelt; Jim Paxon
Asunto: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?

Jaguar and Ocelot experts,



I am sorry to intrude upon you once again, but AGFD recently acquired a series of camera trap (trail camera)
photos that include one photo with the tail and a small portion of hindquarter/leg of a spotted cat. We are
seeking outside opinion on species identification, but would of course prefer a more definitive answer if one
can be given based upon the limited amount of information available in the photos. Due to the site being
possibly easy to recognize, we have spliced several photos together and left in a few landmarks that may help
with size. All photos were taken from the same camera at the same location and are not blown up or shrunk
down in the composite, so the animals and their proximity to the camera may help in determining size. The
full pictures may be provided if we are unable to get an answer with what is provided and if you feel they will
be helpful, but | would prefer to wait on that for a bit.

As mentioned above, expert opinion will be helpful, but if you can back it up by explaining what in the photos
helped lead you to your conclusion (if you have one}, that would be extremely helpful. As always, | have my
opinion but will hold off from sharing so as not to bias your analysis...

Our press release just went out and | have pasted it below.

Once again, thank you for your help. If { have forgotten to include anyone that would be valuable in this effort
please let me know (and send me their email address please) and I'll forward the email.

Eric Gardner

From: AZGFD [mailto:e-news@azgfd.qgov]

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 3:56 PM
To: Jim Paxon
Subject: News Release: Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat

Contact:

Mark A. Hart (520) 388-4445
Public Infermation Officer,
Tucson

Lynda Lambert (623) 236-7203
Public Information Officer, Phoenix

Arizona Game and Fish Department

NEWS RELEASE
For immediate release, Oct. 2, 2012

Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat sighted southeast
of Tucson

TUCSON, Ariz, — The Arizona Game
and Fish Department is currently
analyzing a recent trail camera
photo of either a jaguar or an ocelot
sighted southeast of Tucson.

The photo includes only the tail and
a small portion of a hind quarter of
the animal, making positive
identification more difficult. Game
and Fish is now consulting with
outside experts about the photo,
taken Sept. 23 and submitted by a

2



sportsman, to better identify the species.

“We have definitively determined
that it is either a jaguar or an ccelot,
but we need to do further analysis of
the arimal’s spot patterns and size
to try to posittively identify which
species it is,” said Game and Fish
Nongame Branch Chief Eric
Gardner.

Four of the last five confirmed jaguar
sightings in Arizona have been
reported by hunters, who all took

R responsible action to document the
anima! and report it to Game and
Fish. Sportsmen afso provided
Game and Fish with two sets of trail
camera photos of an ocelot in the
Huachuca Mountains in 2012,

8% These hunters have provided

g biologists with critical information
that may not otherwise be known,
information that will heip increase
the understanding of these species’
§ existence in the borderland area.

Jaguars have been protected
outside of the United States under
the Endangered Species Act since
1973. That protection was extended
to jaguars within the U.S. in 1997, the year after their presence in the Arizona and New
Mexico borderlands was confirmed.

Jaguars once ranged from southern South America through Central America and Mexico
and into the southern United States. It is believed that southern Arizona is the most
northern part of the range for a population of jaguars living in Sonora, Mexico.

Ocelots are small to medium-sized spotted cats with a long tail. These cats have been
listed as endangered since 1982 under the federal Endangered Species Act.

The present range for ocelots is in the eastern and western lowlands of Mexico, from
southern Mexico through Central America and in the lowland areas of Colombia, Ecuador,
Peru and Brazil. On the fringes of their range, they occupy a very limited region in both the
United States (a remnant population exists in southern Texas) and Argentina. Other
animals such as bobcats, young mountain lions and servals, an African cat popular in the
pet trade, are sometimes misidentified as ocelots, which is why verification is so very
important,

Jaguars and ocelots are protected by the Endangered Species Act and should be left
alone. If anyone encounters a cat believed to be a jaguar or ocelot, the Game and Fish
Department requests that photos along with observation information be reported
immediately to the department or through the Operation Game Thief hotline at (800) 352-
0700.

-30-

The Arizona Game and Fish Department prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, sex, national origin, age, or
disability in its programs and activities. If anyone believes that they have been discriminated against in any of the
AGFD's programs or activities, including employment practices, they may file a complaint with the Deputy Director, 5000
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W, Careiree Highway, Phoenix, AZ 85386-5000. (602} 942-3000. or with the Fish and Wildlife Service. 4040 N. Fairfax
Dr. Ste. 130, Arlingtan, VA 22203, Persons with a disabiiity may requesi a reasonable accommoladon or this dooument
inan alrea‘nalwe format by contacting the Deputy Dlreclor as listed above.

Unsubscnbe from all lists.
Change your E-mail address or subscriptions here.

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief

Arizona Gamc and Fish Department
5000 W, Carcfree Highway

Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000

Work: (623) 236-7507

Your Wildlife is the
Heritage Fund's Legacy

Making a Difference for Conservation

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the latest news and information on wildlife issues and events, outdoor
tips, education programs. regulations, and more. http://www.azgfd.pov/eservices/subscribe.shtml

Your Wildiite is the
Heritage Fund's Legacy

Making a Difference for Conservation

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the latest news and information on wildlife issues and cv ents, outdoor
tips. education programs, regulations, and more. http:/www.azgtd.cov/eservices/subscribe.shtinl




Eric Gardner

From: Jean_Calhoun@fws.gov

Sent: Tuesday, October 09, 2012 6:45 AM
To: Sanderson Jim

Cc: Lisa Haynes; Eric Gardner
Subject: Re: name and analysis
Attachments: 2005-03Sanderson. pdf

Thank you, Jim. Very impressive resume! | will include Eric Gardner with AGFD in my reply.

Jean A. Calhoun

Assistant Field Supervisor

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Arizona Ecological Services Office
201 North Bonita Avenue, Suite 141
Tucson, AZ 85745

Office: (520) 670-6150 ext. 223
Fax: (520)670-6155

Sanderson Jim— To "Jean_Calhoun@fws.gov” <Jean_Cathoun@fws.gov>, Lisa Haynes

10/05/2012 04:32 PM cc
Subjecl name and analysis

Please respond to
Sanderson Ji

Jean, Thanks for asking.

Yes | am willing to have AGFD release my name and analysis but please include the pictures | attached.

I am a leading world authority on small wild cats and have worked across the world with colleagues and used cameras
since 1996.

I atlached an article you might find interesting that includes a brief history of camera usage. I've published over 100
scienfitic articles in peer-reviewed journals. My most recent book Small Wild Cats is available on Amazon.com
{(hitp:/iwww.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sh_ss_c_0_157url=search-alias%3Dstriphooks &field-
keywords=small%20wild%20cats). In addition | have a PhD in mathemalics.

I hope this helps both you and Eric to whom you can copy this e-mail.

All the very best,

--jim

Jim Sanderson, Ph.D.

Wildlife Conservation Network

Smalt Wild Cat Conservation Foundation

Feline Conservation Federation

IUCN Cat Specialist Group

Skype: jim.sanderson
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Monitoring Elusive Mammals

Unattended cameras reveal secrets of some of the world's wildest places

James G. Sanderson and Mogens Trolle

efore the arrival of European settlers,

the passenger pigeon {Ectopistes nii-
gratorius) constituted more than a quarter
of the bird population in North America.
Omithologists estimate that there were
once billions of them. So it is no won-
der that 19th-century hunters went after
these birds with abandon, Who could
have imagined that such an abundant
species would really suffer? But suffer it
did—and surprisingly fast. By the 1890s,
the species was effectively destroyed,
despite some belated attempls to save
the few remaining in the wild. The last
passenger pigeon, a captive bird named
Martha, died at the Cincinnati Zoo on
September 1, 1914.

All too many species have met simi-
lar fates, prompting biologists to regard
modern times as an episode of “mass
extinction.” Indeed, dramatic losses
to our planet’s heritage of biological
abundance and diversity have become
commonplace. Some people are try-
ing to reverse this tide, often with the
official blessing of their governments,
More than 175 nations, for example,

Jmmes G. Sanderson carned g doctorate in math-
amatics fron the Lniversity of Neiw Mextee in
1976. He hs taught in the Department of Coni-
pusting ad Information Science at the University
of New Mexico and in the Department of Wildtife
Leology and Conseroation a! the University of
Florida. He is currentfy @ TEAM research scientist
at Conservation Infernational’s Center for Ap-
plivd Bindiversity Scivnce. Magens Trofle holds an
M., n wildlife biclowy from the Uniwersity of
Copenhagen. He specinlizes in the study of large
nrtunals from South America, where he has spent
mne than five years, Trolle was one of Hhe first to
publish camera-trap results from South Anierica in
scholarly journals. Anong otlier acconiplishments,
he discovered a new deer species in Peru. Address
Jor Sanderson: Conservafion Infernational, 1919
M Street, NW, Suife 600, Washington, DC 20036.
Internet: j.eanderson@conservation.ory

148 American Scientist, Volume 93

have now ratified the Convention on
Biological Diversity, an agreement first
drawn up in 1992 that obligates coun-
tries to combat the loss of biodiversity
in several ways. The signatories to the
Convention decided, for example, to
establish a system of protected arcas,
giving special consideration to threat-
ened species and ecosystems.

In 1996, participating countries were
encouraged to set measurable targets,
stepping-stones Lo achieve their ulti-
male conservation objectives. As a re-
sult, these nations established a core
set of biodiversity indicators, which
could be followed over time. Monitor-
ing the status of natural populations
ranks high among the various efforts
undertaken in this regard because it
can alert managers when they must
do more to protect biodiversity in the
regions under their care. It was this
need lor tracking long-term changes
that spurred Conservation Internation-
al to begin a program called Tropical
Ecelogy, Assessment and Monitoring,
or “TEAM.”

Ore of us (Sanderson) began work-
ing on the TEAM program three years
ago within a wing of Conservation In-
ternational called the Center for Applied
Biodiversity Science, which was set up
with a grant from the Gordon and Betty
Moore Foundation to help support the
role of science in shaping conservation
efforts. The particular mission of TEAM:
to monitor long-term trends in biodiver-
sity through a network of tropical field
stations, thus providing an early warn-
ing system that can guide conservation
action.

With the help of appropriate experts,
we developed protocols to monitor vari-
ous biodiversity indicators—such as the
abundance of leaf-litter ants, birds, fruit-
eating butterflies and mammals {includ-

ing primates), as well as {ree growth and
landscape change-—at these relatively
undisturbed sites. To ease the consider-
able logistical difficulties involved with
such a massive endeavor, we decided
that the TEAM efforts should be carried
out close to existing research facilities. So
far, four TEAM stations are operational:
three in Brazil and one in Costa Rica. We
plan to set up six more stations in the
Americas later this year and, if we obtain
adequate support, intend later to estab-
lish similar sites in Africa and Asia.
Ideally, one would like to keep track
of everything living near a monitor-
ing station, but we have had to limit
the scope of our measurements so as to
keep the project manageable. In particu-
lar, the TEAM program does not involve
all mammalian fauna but instead targets
those of medium to large size, which
are the ones most likely to suffer from
alterations to the local landscape, from
hunting or even from climate change.
The populations of larger mammals
thus provide a convenient barameter
for the overall heath of the ecosystem.
Regular viewers of nature documenta-
ries might conclude that observing large
marmmals also has the advantage of be-

Figure 1. Snapshots of Guatemalan wildlife
were captured by the author’s “camera trap,”
a device that can lake photos autonomously
when it senses the motion of an animal near-
by. Such images are uscful for determining
whether a particular species is present in an
area and can even be used to estimate popu-
lation density. The animals shown here are
the white-nosed coati (Nasua narica, wpper
left), great curassow (Crax rubra, nupper vight),
margay (Leopardus wiedii, middle left), gray
fox (Urocyon cinerconrgentens, middle right),
tayra (ELira barbara, lower feft) and ocellated
turkey (Agriocharis ocellata, lower right).
(Except where noted, all photographs cour-
tesy of Jarues Sanderson.)
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Figure 2. Beginning in the late 19t century, George Shiras III, a onetime Pennsylvania congressman, developed techniques for obtaining photo-
graphs of wildlife at night. Initially, he mounted his bulky camera and powder flash in the front of a boat (upper Icft), which he used to approach
animals foraging the shores of Whilefish Lake, located on Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. Shiras’s night photo of an adult doe and two fawns (right)
won him awards in the U.S. and Europe. He also mounted his equipment on land and triggered the shutter remotely, using a long string, a tech-
nique that allowed animals to take their own pictures, such as this raccoon lugging on a baited line (Joteer feft).

ing a straightforward exercise. In some
places, it is. In East Africa, for example,
casual visitors routinely see elephants,
zebras, wildebeest, lions, leopards and
cheetahs roaming around in the bush.
But in most other locations, even within
protected areas, wildiife is just not that
easy to view. Indeed, both of us have at
times worked for months in the dense
tropical forests of Brazil, Suriname, Cam-
bodia or Guatemala without spotting
any terrestrial wildlife whatsoever. How
then can biologists monitor the famous-
ly elusive mammals of tropical forests?
How will investigators know whether
these species are in imminent danger in
places that have been exploited for tim-
ber or bush meat?

Without the benefit of firsthand obser-
vations, investigators have traditionally
had to rely on indirect evidence such
as a track or scat to confirm the pres-
ence of certain species. Although such
methods are still employed, a more help-
ful technique is now available for the
surveillance of wildlife: phototrapping.
This approach makes use of ordinary
cameras mounted in rugged enclosures
to automatically snap photos of animals
that wander into the field of view.
Phototraps are usually outfitted with a

150 American Scientist, Volume 93

flash, so that even the most skiitish noc-
turnal animals can be captured on film.
Although conservationists have been
taking advantage of phototraps for only
a handful of years, the roots of this tech-
nique reach back more than a century,
springing from the ingenious tinkering
of a former American statesman.

Shoot, but Not to Kill
In the summer of 1888 at Whitefish
Lake near Marquette, Michigan, George
Shiras I, a Yale-educated lawyer and
onetime Pennsylvania congressman,
perfected a way of photographing
wildlife at night with a large-format
camera and hand-operated flash. Shiras
soon gained considerable acclaim for
his stunning night photographs of deer
and other animals. At the Paris Exhibi-
tion in 1900, he won the gotd medal
in the forestry division with an exhibit
of several wildlife photographs, one of
which was of a doe with two spotted
fawns. These same photographs helped
win him the grand prize for wildlife
photography at the St. Louis World's
Fair of 1904,

The technique he used for his nature
photography was indeed highly un-
usual: With his large camera mount-

ed on the front of a rowboat, Shiras
would probe the darkness for animals
on the shores of Whilefish Lake using
a flashlight. He would then position
his boat as close as possible before tak-
ing a shot, which required him to set
off a powder flash.

Later Shiras set up his camera on
land, rigging it so that he could take a
picture remotely by pulling on a iong
trip wire. Eventually, it occurred to him
that he could arrange the wire so that
an animal would itself trigger the pic-
ture-taking—an arrangement to which
he referred variously as an “automatic,”
“set” or “trap” camera. In 1913, Shi-
ras wrote: “I have usuallv found it a
waste of effort to try to get pictures in
the ordinary way; for, even if occasion-
ally successful, the loss of time can be
avoided by the use of the set camera.”
Accompanied by exquisitely detailed
photographs of animals, his articles in
The National Geographic Magazine from
1906 to 1921 created considerable inter-
est in wildlife photography in prefer-
ence to the more popular hunting and
trapping of his dayv.

In the late 1920s, Frank M. Chap-
man (a leading ornithologist from the
American Museum of Natural His-
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tory in New York) used similar cam-
era traps in the tropical rain forest of
Central America. Chapman had seen
the tracks left by at least two cat spe-
cies on Barro Colorado Island, Pana-
ma, but he had never observed any of
these elusive animals. A camera trap,
he thought, might satisfy his curiosity.
Using the technique Shiras had devel-
oped, Chapman stretched trip wires
across human-made trails because he
suspected that anirnals used these con-
venient paths through the jungle. He
did not bait his camera traps for the
first few nights, but subsequently he
left a variety of enticements: meat, fish
and fruits, including a banana attached
directly to the trip wire. Chapman
used a large-format camera contain-
ing a single glass plate. He described
the sound of the flash charge explod-
ing as being similar to the report of
“a small cannon” and remarked that
it must have been a terrifying experi-
ence for the animal to endure a sudden
explosion of blinding light along with
a thunderous boom only three meters
or 50 away.

With the help of this noisy device,
Chapman quickly demonstrated that
white-lipped peccarics, lapirs, ocelots
and pumas all lived on Barro Colora-
do Island. Although mice, rats, agoutis
{rabbit-sized rodents), coatis (raccoon-
like animatls), bats, birds and some of
Chapman'’s colleagues were also rou-
tinely photographed, several of the rar-
er mammals in residence—forest deer,
paca (very large rodents) and jaguar—
eluded Chapman’s camera phototraps
for three months.

In his writings, one finds confirma-
tion of what we and all other camera
trappers learn firsthand: Results may
vary. Chapman sometimes went weeks
without photographing anything very
interesting; then he’d hit the jackpot.
He described, for example, returning
from one visit to the darkroom with
pictures of a puma and two ocelots.
His images of these wild cats were
sometimes remarkable. One photo-
graph of an ocelot taken in the middle
of the night shows the animal unsuc-
cessfully trying to step over the trip
wire, which was suspended 25 centi-
meters or so above the ground, thus
recording behavior on film.

On occasion, Chapman was able
to recognize individual animals. For
instance, he regarded two puma pho-
tographs, obtained three months and
one mile apart, as being of the same
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animal, because the figures agreed in
size, propartion, markings and the
length of a forcleg, Referring to these
photographs, Chapman wrote: “As-
suiming, therefore, that this is but one
individual, the two pictures admi-
rably illustrate one of the most dis-
tinctive features of camera-hunting,
namely, that we may capture the same
animal an indefinite number of times
and still leave him as free as he was in
the beginning.”

Different Stripes

Shiras’s unique photographs and their
widespread dissemination in National
Grographic engendered an interest in
wildlife that went far bevond being
about what one could mount on the
wall or serve at the dinner table. But
because the required equipment was
cumbersome and expensive, few but
Chapman emulated his example early
on. It took three separate develop-
ments to spark the widespread use of
camera traps decades later.

First, photography became a lot eas-
ier. Nowadays one doesn’t need to fug
around a bulky camera, boxes of glass
plates, an ungainly tripod and copious
quantities of exploding flash powder.
A modern camera phototrap tvpically
consists of nothing more than a tough
plastic enclosure containing a 35-mil-
limeter “point-and-shoot” camera
and an electronic controller. In place
of Chapman’s trip wires, these units

use @ passive infrared detector to trig-
ger the shutter when the sensor and
its assoctated circuitry register heat in
motion—exactly what goes on in most
automatic lights and burglar alarms,

The second thing that helped was
that weekend hunters discovered how
automatic camera traps could aid
them in their search for trophy deer
and other game. They have eagerly
adopted this tool over the past decade
or 50, creating a mass market for cam-
era phototraps of all kinds. Prices are
thus quite reasonable, and the variety
of equipment available is enormous.
In addition to finding units containing
ordinary film cameras, one can now
buy phototraps equipped with digital
cameras. Viden-camera phototraps are
also being marketed.

The third advance came when scien-
tists interested in wildlife populations
realized that they could apply analyti-
cal methods that they already had on
hand to data collected with camera
traps. Those statistical tools, known as
“mark-recapture “or “capture-recap-
ture” methods, have served for decades
to estimate populations of rodents, rab-
bits and other small animals that can be
easily caught, marked in sorme way and
released. But capture-recapture analy-
ses have been applied in conjunction
with camera traps only recently. Indeed,
widespread use of this combination did
not come untit after 1998, when K. Ul-
las Karanth, who works for the Wildlife

Figure 3. Madem camera traps, which are mostly sold to weekend hunters in search of prize
game, are increasingly being used by conservationists to monitor elusive animals, Here Francisco
Braga Ribeire Filho (feft) and Simone Martins deploy a camera trap in Caxiuana, Brazil.
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Figure 4. Indian tigers, like many other cats, display coat patterns that vary from animal to animal. Paired camera-trap images like these can
thus be used to identify individuals. {Photographs courtesy of K. Ullas Karanth, Wildlife Conservation Society.}

Conservation Society in India and is one
of the world’s leading experts on tigers,
and James D. Nichols, a statistician at
the U.S. Geological Survey Patuxent
Wildlife Research Center, showed that
camera traps and the appropriate ana-
Iytical software could together be used
to estimate the population density of
tigers in India.

Karanth and Nichols realized that
because every tiger is marked with a
unique pattern of stripes, it is usually
possible to identify individuals from
photographs. Positive identification nor-
mally requires images of both sides of
the tiger, because these animals are lat-
erally asymmetric. The same is true for
many other wild cats, which can thus
be monitored effectively using pairs of
camera traps set up to take photos from
either side of the subject. Species whose
individuals are distinguishable in other
ways are, of course, also candidates for
camera trap-based population studies.
For example, it is not uncommon that
we identify individual cats by noting
unusual scars or cuts to the ears,

The Art of Phototrapping

The main challenge to the phototrapper
is to position the subject—an animal of
uncertain type and size—in front of,
and at a reasonable distance from, the
camera s0 that useful pictures wili be
taken. The best strategy is not always
apparent. Imagine for a moment stand-
ing somewhere deep within a dense
tropical forest, a place so thick with
vegetation that only a smattering of
sunlight reaches the ground and the
field of view is severely limited in every
direction. A rustling alerts you that an
animal is moving in the forest nearby.
How would you take its picture? With
difficuity. It's no wonder that my local
field assistants, whose knowledge of
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these forests always exceeds my own,
invariably ask the same question:
Where should we put the cameras?
Ought they to be set deep in the forest,
among the thickets of lianas and bam-
boo, or placed on trails, where there is
slightly more breathing room? Should
camera phototraps be positioned near a
burrow or nest?

Putting cameras near burrows seems
logical: When the resident emerges to
forage, a picture will be snapped. The
problem is that when this creature re-
turns, another picture will also be taken.
Indeed, the comings and goings of one
animal might be all the camera records
for the next 30 days, which is not partic-
ularly helpful if one’s aim is to survey
the general population.

With experience, one can locate traps
in less problematic places frequented
by animals. We both have now devel-
oped the knack, having worked with
camera traps for a variety of projects.
One of us (Sanderson} has, in addi-
tion to his recent work on the TEAM
program, been using camera traps
to search for small cats in the wild at
various places around the world. At
Barito Ulu research station in the heart
of Kalimantan (the Indonesian part of
the island of Borneo), Rupert Ridge-
way, a consultant to the University of
Cambridge, and Sanderson mounted
a camera trap facing a log that had
fallen across a small stream, figuring
that wild cats might well take advan-
tage of this natural bridge to cross over
the water. The result, ironically, was a
fine photograph of a pangolin (a “scaly
anteater”),

Deciding where to place cameras
when there is nothing so obvious as a log
bridge is difficult; even the general strat-
egy to follow isn’t obvious. At La Selva,
a world-famous ecological research sta-

tion in Costa Rica, David B. Clark, a bi-

“ologist at the University of Missouri-St,

Louis (the former director of the La Selva
facility and now an adviser for TEAM),
argued against placing camera traps
on trails. He knew that the biologists
working there often walked these jungle
paths, perhaps more frequently than did
animals, and he feared that these peopte
would inadvertently trip the cameras,
using up the film. Random placement
in the forest, Clark reasoned, would
serve better. Sanderson disagreed. So
TEAM members tried both strategies.
After two months they compared results
from cameras placed on trails against
those obtained from traps positioned at
random spots in the forest, The large
number of photos of people walking the
trails and the complete absence of hu-
man images from the randomly placed
sites showed that Clark’s hunch was cor-
rect. There was just one problem: The
randomly placed camera traps returned
only a handful of pictures of animals.
Fortunately, the traps mounted by trails
recorded many such images, despite
Clark’s initial concerns.

What exactly do conservation bi-
ologists do with trap photos? Most
commeonly, we use the images just to
document the presence of a particular
species. An example comes from the
Udzungwa Mountains in Tanzania,
where one of us (Sanderson) and Fran-
cesco Rovero of the Musewm of Natural
Sciences in Trento, Italy, obtained the
first photograph ever of a live Abbott's
duiker, a medium-sized forest ante-
lope. (Remarkably, the duiker is eating
a frog.} Another instance comes from
the efforts of Sutrisno Mitro of the STI-
NASU Foundation for Nature Conser-
vation in Suriname, who used camera
phototraps in the Brownsberg Nature
Reserve, a protected area in that coun-
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try, Ther~ he obtained photos of a small
spotted cat called the margay (Leopar-
dus wiedii) and of the elusive tayra (Eirn
baibara, a kind of weasel), adding to the
list of mammals known to live there. In
similar fashion, Anthony Simms, work-
ing for Conservation International in
the Cardamom Mountains of Cambo-
dia, documented the presence of the
Siamese crocodile (Crocodylus sinmensis),
which has been extirpated throughout
much of its former range.

The failure to photograph a particu-
lar species cannot be used to establish
absence—just because you don’t see an
animal doesn’t mean it is not present—-
but the lack of evidence might suggest
relative rarity. Relative abundance, too,
can be gauged from the number of times
& species is photographed compared
with the total number of frames taken.
And for certain animals, a full-blown
capture-recapture analysis provides an
estimate of population density.

One assumption required of any den-
sity study is that all individuals of the
target species have a nonzero probability
of being detected. For camera trapping
this means that no individual can live
between phototrap sites without there
being at least a possibility that it will be
captured on film. With enough photo-
traps and enough time, all individuals in
a fixed area can thus be pholographed—
in principle. In practice, the number of
cameras we can afford to deploy is far
too small to saturate an area with cover-
age. For this reason, and because human
scent sometimes discourages shy ani-
mals from visiting a site, some individu-
als escape detection. Hence statistical
methods are essential for estimating the
size of the population.

Measuring the Invisible

It might seem far-fetched that field
biologists can determine the size of a
population even when they (or their
cameras) have captured only a frac-
tion of the animals living in the area
under study. In fact, the task is rela-
tively straightforward using a capture-
recapture analysis. The procedure is
perhaps best illustrated with a hypo-
thetical example, say, for the mice living
in your cellar. Want to know how many
there are? Simply put out some traps
that can capture them live.

Suppose that on the first night of
an informal two-night study you
catch u; of these rodents. Mark each
with a dab of paint and then release
it. Then, on the second night, say that
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Figure 5. A classic “mark-recapture” analysis is often used to gauge population density (pasnels
af left}. In such studies, animals are captured (a), marked in some way (here with splotches
of paint, bj and then released. A second round of trapping (c) then allows the total number of
animals to be inferred by tallying the proportion marked (d), assuming that the newly captured
ones constitute a representative sample of wild population. Exactly the same type of analysis can
be done using camera traps when individuals can be identified from their markings (right).

you catch n, mice. Of this set, sup-
pose you found that m, were marked
with paint. You could reasonably ex-
pect that the ratio of marked animals
captured on the second day (im,) to
the total number animals captured
on the second day (1) equals the ra-
tio of marked mice available for cap-
ture (which equals the number you
marked on the first day, n;) to the
total population of your basement,
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which then works out to {(n, 11,)/m,.
Limiting the sampling to two con-
secutive nights helps ensure that the
population size being estimated is
fixed—that is, one can reasonably as-
sume that there are no significant ad-
ditions of mice (through birth or im-
migration) or losses (though death or
emigration). But sampling for a few
more nights would help reduce the
level of uncertainly. And the analysis
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Figure 6. Workers at Conservation Inlernational’s Center for Applied Biodiversity Science and their overseas colleagues have so far established
tour permanent monitoring stations in Central and South America (purple dafs o nuap). Six other maonitoring sites are in the process of being
set up (yelloie dots). Camera-trap photos from these locales and others around the world have confirmed the presence of many rare animals
including tclochwise from upper left) Abbott's duiker (Cephalophus spadix), Siamese crocodile (Crocadylns siamensis), pangolin tManis javi-
fca), giant anteaker {Mymrecophaga tridactyla), Andean mountain cat (Oreailurus jrcobita) and leopard (Panthera paritus). (Images are, respec-
tively, courtesy of Francesca Rovero and James Sanderson; Anthony Simms; Rupert Ridgeway and James Sanderson; Kamajna Panashekung,
Kupias Tawadi and James Sanderson; Lilian Villalba, Elisca Delgado and Juan C. Esquivel; Francesco Rovero.)

only gets a little more complicated.

In a nutshell, each night (after the
first one) provides one estimate of the
total population—derived as betore by
equating the ratio of marked animals
caught tu total animals caught with the
ratio of marked animals in the popu-
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lation to total population. One then
averages over these results to obtain
the best overall estimate of total popu-
lation and to determine the size of the
error bars.

Are such procedures really that use-
ful? Indeed they are. Ome of us (Trolle)

once conducted an intensive three-
month mammal survey in the Panta-
nal wetlands of Brazil and during that
time made only one direct observa-
tion of an ocelot. Had this been the
only datum, little could have been said
about the size of the local population.
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Yet during the same period, camera
traps emplaced in these wetlands re-
turned 53 pairs of photos of ocelots,
Because their spots differ from animal
to animal, Trolle and Marc Kéry of the
U.S. Geolugical Survey Patuxent Wild-
life Research Center were able lo iden-
tify individuals, of which there were
nine. Of course, the number of ocelats
that eluded the camera traps was un-
known. To estimate that, Trolle and
Kéry did a capture-recapture analysis.
Each of nine ocelots had a unique
“capture history,” that is to say, a re-
cord of when it was photographed.
Such a set of capture histories can be
succinctly summarized in the form of
a binary matrix where each row car-
responds to an individual ocelot and
each column represents a “camera
trapping occasion”: a fixed number
of days (in this case, a week) during
which an individual ocelot was either
recorded or not by any or all of the
camera traps, lf, for instance, ocelot
number 7 was photographed at least
once during the third camera-trapping
occasion, one would record a 1 in the
seventh row and third column of the
capture-history matrix. Even if this oce-
lot was recorded multiple times or by
multiple cameras during that time, it
would still only rate a 1 in this column
of the matrix. If no camera snapped its
picture, this element would be set to 0.
Feeding this matrix into standard
capture-recapture software produced
a population estimate of 10 + 4, In this
case, Trolle and Kéry knew there were
at least nine ocelots {having identified
that many in the photos), so the range
on the population size was in fact be-
tween 9 and 14. To convert this result
inio population density required an
estimate of the amount of ocelot terri-
tory being sampled. The area spanned
by the cameras (9.3 square kilometers)
was easy enough to calculate. What
was trickier was accounting for the fact
that some ocelots had home ranges that
extended well bevond this core area.
Fortunately, Trolle and Kéry could
readily work out how far these oce-
lots moved around by determining the
maximum distance between photos of
each of the nine animals and averaging
over the whole set. They then added a
strip around the core area of the cam-
era traps that was one half of this dis-
tance wide. This addition brought the
total range being sampled up to 17.7
square kilometers. Dividing the popu-
lation size by this area gives a density
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of a little over half an ocelot per square
kilometer. This result not only showed
that the technique Karanth and Nich-
ols had used for Indian tigers worked
fur another cat specivs, it also revealed
that the ocelot population in these Bra-
zilian wetlands is considerable.

Shiras’s Legacy
Shiras was interested in more than
photographing wildlife: He was also
intent on protecting it. In 1904, this
Penmnsylvania congressman introduced
a bill to allow the federal government
to regulate the conservation of water-
fowl. That bill failed to pass, but 14
years later a more expansive measure
was enacted to protect all migratory
birds. That law came too late to help
the migratory passenger pigeon (which
went extinct the following vear), but
clearly the national mind-set was be-
ginning to turn toward conservation.
Writing in 1927, Shiras’s fellow photo-
trapper Chapman expressed concern
about people’s actions disturbing nat-
ural systems:

A satisfactory studv of the rela-
tion of an animal to its surround-
ings, physical and organic, can be
made only when these surround-
ings are essentially natural. The
removal of but a single species
may affect the entire fauna. The
introduction of a species may be
followed by equally far-reaching
results, In other words, the origin
of structure and habit, the func-
tion of form and color, should be
studied where the conditions of
life have been undisturbed.

Such unspoiled areas must be iden-
tified now while there is still time to
call attention to them so that they can
be set aside and protected for posteri-
ty. Although few people will ever visit
these sites, and the ones that do will
not stay long, carefully placed camera
phototraps can provide a glimpse of
the rich goings-on inside. The views
of animals these automatic devices re-
turn are ones that even seasoned field
biologists, including those of us who
work regularly in some of the most
remote and undisturbed places on the
planet, will likely never experience di-
rectly. Such photographs will increase
scientific understanding and, despite
their often haphazard composition,
should boost people’s appreciation
of nature, just as they did for view-
ers of Shiras’s wildlife photographs a
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century ago.-
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Eric Gardner

From; Eric Gardner

Sent: Tuesday, Oclober 09, 2012 10:03 AM
To: Larry Riley

Subject: RE: spoited cat sighting

I think the main question is "with what level of detaii"? | am happy to responded, but what info? GPS coordinates???7?

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief

Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 W. Carefree Highway
Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000

Work: (623) 236-7507

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the latest news and information on wildlife issues and events, outdoor tips,
education programs, regulations, and more. http://www.azgfd.gov/eservices/subscribe_shtmi

From: Larry Riley

Sent: Monday, October 08, 2012 4:12 PM
To: Eric Gardner

Subject: RE: spotted cat sighting

10-4. Who Ned's to respond.
From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Mon 10/8/2012 2:37 PMm
To: Larry Ritey

Ce: Tim Snow

Subject: FW: spotted cat sighting

Larry, FY) and a need to get with Larry Jones.

Eric Gardner
Nongame Branch Chief
Arizona Game and Fish Department

5000 W. Carefree Highway
Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000



Work: (623) 236-75C7

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the latest news and information on wildlife issues and events, outdoor tips,
education programs, regulations, and more. http://www.azgfd.gov/eservices/subscribe.shtml

From: Jones, Larry -FS [mailto;}jones02 @fs.fed.us)
Sent: Wednesday, October 03, 2012 8:50 AM
To: Eric Gardner; Tim Snow

Ce: angela barclay QU NGNS <t:r e, Marc -FS

Subject: spotted cat sighting

Hey Eric and Tim-

I expect your phones are ringing off the hook so I'll just passively send an email {and help flood your inbox). We were
about to send a supplemental Biological Assessment for the proposed Rosemont copper mine to Fish and Wildlife
Service when we heard of the spotted cat sighting (I had heard it was a Jaguar). The SBA is updating information for the
BA and incorporating information and request to conference on proposed Jaguar critical hahitat, and since | like to have
the best available information, | was hoping there would be something that we could include about this sighting in the
SBA. Anyway, food for thought and I'll let the dust settle a bit, but we do want to get the conferencing started fairly
soon. | am around today until 1245 then back again on Friday and next week Wed-Fri i you want to yack.

--Larry Jones

520-388-8375



This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended recipients. Any
unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the information it contains may violate the law and

subject the violator to civi! or criminal penaities. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the
sender and delete the email immediately.



Tim Snow
A %

From: Tim Snow

Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2012 11:14 AM

To: Eric Gardner; Lynda Lambert; Larry Voyles; Gary R. Hovatter; Leonard Ordway; Ty Gray;,
Larry Riley; Raul Vega; Bill Vanpeit

Cc Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Tom Cadden; Mark A. Hart

Subject: RE: Follow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photo -- for approval

Attachments: 121010 _Trailcam_photo_confirmed_jag_nr copyESG_tsnow comment.doc

| agree with Eric's changes and would not add the "nine out of ten" comment (see attached).
~=Tim

Tim K. Snow

Region V Nongame Specialist
555 N. Greasewood Road
Tucson, AZ 85745

{520) 388-4449

Sign up for AZGFD eNews - Wildlife news, fishing reports, hunting tips, and more!
Learn more about Fishing and Hunting in AZ or Get Your Licenses Online

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2012 11:03 AM

To: Lynda Lambert; Larry Voyles; Gary R. Hovatter; Leonard Ordway; Ty Gray; Larry Riley; Raul Vega; Bill Vanpelt; Tim
Snow

Cc: Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Tom Cadden: Mark A. Hart

Subject: RE: Follow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photo -- for approval

I changed up the second paragraph. See what you think.

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief

Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 W. Carefree Highway
Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000

Work: (623) 236-7507

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the latest news and information on wildlife issues and events, outdoor tips,
education programs, regulations, and more. http://www.azgfd.gov/eservices/subscribe shtm




From: Lynda Lambert

Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2012 10:18 AM

To: Lynda Lambert; Larry Voyles; Gary R. Hovatter; Leonard Ordway; Ty Gray; Larry Riley; Raul Vega; Eric Gardner; Bill
Vanpelt; Tim Snow

Cc: Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Tom Cadden; Mark A. Hart

Subject: Follow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photo -- for approval

Hi,

Attached is a draft news release that provides follow-up to last week's jaguar/ ocelot trail camera photo. Please let me
know if you have any suggested edits and I'll get it distributed once | have received approval.

Thanks!

Regards,

Lynda Lambert

Public Information Officer

Arizona Game and Fish Department
T:623.236.7203

€:602.531.2393

F:623.236.7903

llambert@azgfd.gov




Eric Gardner

From: Jody_Mays@nps.gov

Sent: Tuesday, October 09, 2012 1:13 PM

To: : Erin_Fernandez@fws.gov

Cc: Eric Gardner; jody_mays@fws.gov

Subject: Re: Fw: Care o try to identify this spotted cat?

Attachments: September 2012 Comparison.jpg; September 2012 Comparison.pptx

Hi Erin and Eric,

I didn't get it before, thanks for sending it. | wouid say it is a jaguar, based on the amount of black tip and appearance of
the tip of the tail, on the spolting pattern going up the tail and onto the bady, and on the size as best | can tell from the
comparison photos. | hope that is of help.

Take care,
Jody
Erin Fernandez/R2IFWS/DOI@FWS To jody_mays@fws.gov
cc EGardner@azgfd.gov
10/04/2012 12:83 PM Subject Fw: Care 1o try to identiy this spotted cat?
Hi Jody,

Did you get this previous request? | think Eric's previous request bounced back, but he woulid like to get your opinion (the
photo comparison is attached all the way at the botiom).
Thanks so much!

Erin Fernandez Timbadia

Mexico Program Coordinator

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Arizona Ecological Services - Tucson
201 N. Bonita Avenue, Suite 141
Tucson, AZ 85745

Ph: (520) 670-6150 x 238
Fax: (520) 670-6155

----- Forwarded by Erin Fernandez/R2/FWS/DOI on 10/04/2012 10:44 AM -—---

"Eric Gardner"
<EGardner@azgfd.gov>

To y_Mays@fws.gov>

cc <marit_alanen@fws.gov>, <Jean_Calhoun@fws.gov>, <Erin_Fernandez@fws.gov>, <Steve_Spangle@fws.gov>, "Larry
Riley" <LRiley@azgfd.gov>, "Gary R. Hovatter" <GHovatter@azgid.gov>, "Bob Broscheid" <BBroscheid@azgfd.gov>, "Jim
Paxon” <JPaxon@azgfd.gov>, "Mark A. Hari" <MHart@azgfd.gov>, "Tim Snow" <TSnow@azgfd gov>, "Francisco Abarca”
<FAbarca@azgfd.gov>, "Bill Vanpell” <BVanpeli@azgfd.gov>, "Jim Paxon” <JPaxon@azgfd.gov>

10/02/2012 04:33 PM

1



Subject Care 1o try to identify this spotted cat?

Jaguar and Ocelot experts,

I'am sorry to intrude upon you once again, but AGFD recently acquired a series of camera trap (trail camera)
photos that include one photo with the tail and a small portion of hindquarter/leg of a spotted cat. We are
seeking outside opinion on species identification, but would of course prefer a more definitive answer if one
can be given based upon the limited amount of information available in the photos. Due to the site being
possibly easy to recognize, we have spliced several photos together and left in a few landmarks that may help
with size. All photos were taken from the same camera at the same location and are not blown up or shrunk
down in the composite, so the animals and their proximity to the camera may help in determining size. The
full pictures may be provided if we are unable to get an answer with what is provided and if you feel they will
be helpful, but | would prefer to wait on that for a bit.

As mentioned above, expert opinion will be heipful, but if you can back it up by explaining what in the photos
helped lead you to your conclusion (if you have one), that would be extremely helpful. As always, | have my
opinion but will hold off from sharing so as not to bias your analysis...

Our press release just went out and | have pasted it below.

Once again, thank you for your help. If | have forgotten to include anyone that would be valuable in this effort
please let me know (and send me their email address please) and I'll forward the email.

Eric Gardner

From: AZGFD [maiito:e-news@azgfd.gov]

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 3:56 PM

To: Jim Paxon

Subject: News Release: Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat

Contact:

Mark A. Hart (520) 388-4445
Public Information Officer, Tucson

Lynda Lambert {623) 236-7203
Public Information Officer, Phoenix

Arizona Game and Fish Department

NEWS RELEASE
For immediate release, Oct. 2, 2012

Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat sighted southeast of Tucson

TUCSON, Ariz. — The Arizona Game and Fish Department is currently analyzing a recent trail camera photo of either a
jaguar or an ocelot sighted southeast of Tucson.
2



The photo includes only the fait and a small portion of a hind quarter of the animal, making positive identification more
d-flicult. Game and Fish is now consulting with outside experis about the photo, taken Sept. 23 and submitted by a
sportsman, (o better identify the species.

LTI - ‘We have definitively determined that it is either a jaguar or an ocelof,
but we need to do further analysis of the animal's spot patterns and size to try to positively identify which species it is,”
said Game and Fish Nongame Branch Chief Eric Gardner.

Four of the last five confirmed jaguar sightings in Arizona have been reported by hunters, who all took responsible action
to document the animal and report it to Game and Fish. Sportsmen also provided Game and Fish with two sets of trail
camera photos of an ocelot in the Huachuca Mountains in 2012. These hunters have provided biologists with critical
information that may not otherwise be known, information that will help increase the understanding of these species’

existence in the borderiand area.

Jaguars have been protected outside of the United States under the Endangered Species Act since 1973, That protection
was extended to jaguars within the U.S. in 1997, the year after their presence in the Arizona and New Mexico borderiands

was confirmed.

Jaguars once ranged from southern South America through Central America and Mexico and into the southern United
States. It is believed that southern Arizona is the most northern part of the range for a population of jaguars living in
Soncra, Mexico.

Ocelots are small to medium-sized spotted cats with a long tail. These cats have been listed as endangered since 1982
under the federai Endangered Species Act.

The present range for ocelots is in the eastern and western lowlands of Mexico, from southern Mexico through Central
America and in the lowland areas of Colombia, Ecuador, Peru and Brazil. On the fringes of their range, they occupy a very
limited region in both the United States (a remnant population exists in southern Texas) and Argentina. Other animals
such as bobcats, young mountain lions and servals, an African cat popular in the pet trade, are sometimes misidentified
as ocelots, which is why verification is so very important.



Jaguars and ocelots are protected by the Endangered Species Act and should be left alone. if anyone encounters g cat
believed to be a jaguar or ocelot, the Game and Fish Department requests that photos along with observation irformation
be reported immediately to the department or through the Operation Game Thief hotline at {800) 352-0700.

-30-

The Arizona Game and Fish Department prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, sex. national origin, age, or disability in its programs and activities If
anyone believes thal they have been discriminated against in any of the AGFD's programs or activilies, including employment practices, tney may file a complaint
with the Deputy Director, 5000 W. Carefree Highway, Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000, (602} 942-3000, or with the Fish and Wiidliife Service, 4040 N. Fairfax Dr. Ste. 130,
Arlinglon, VA 22203 Persons with a disability may request a reasonable accommodation or this document in an alternalive format by conlacling the Deputy

Director as listed above.

Unsubscribe from all lists.
Change your E-mail address or subscriptions here.

Evic Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief

Arizona Game and Fish Department
SHH) W, Carcfree Highway

Phoeitix, AZ 85086-5000

Worlk: (623) 236-7507

Your Wildlife is the
Heritage Fund's Legacy

Making a Difference for Conservation

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and reecive the latest news and information on wildlife issucs and events, outdoor
tips. education programs, regulations, and more. http://www.azpfd.gov/eservices/subscribe.shtml

Your Wildlife is the
Heritage Fund's Legacy

Making a Difference for Conservalion

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the latest news and information on wildlife issues and events, outdoor
tips, education programs, regulations. and more. http://www.azgfd.gov/eservices/subscribe. shtm]




Eric Gardner

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Tuesday, October 09, 2012 2:16 PM

To: Jim Paxon; Larry Riley; Bob Broscheid; Gary R. Hovatter

Cc: Tim Snow; Bill Vanpelt

Subiject: spotted cat

Attachments: m 03 Aread C 043008 R.JPG; m 03 Aread C 040308 L.JPG: 2005- 03Sanderson pdf; Spotted

Tail 9 23 2012 xsx

All,
Please find attached my running spreadsheet on input we have received regarding the spotted cat photo. While not
entirely unanimous, we should start to think about how we will present the info.

13 people have responded [4 AGFD, 2 FWS, 7 others (including 2 outside responses that were unsolicited)].
1 person has not responded.

Of the respondents:
* 1person states that it is hard to tell from the view but if forced would probably say an ocelot. He then
recommends contacting Carlos Lopez.
* 12 people conclude that it is a jaguar, with a variety of reasons provided by many of the analyzers.

All people contacted say we can release their names, however note the stipulation in Jim Sanderson’s response (he
wants us to include his photos; attached). 've asked FWS (since they are the ones who contacted Jim) exactly what that
means. | don’t know if we can only use him name if we use his photos. We are also waiting for details from Carlos Lopez
Gonzalez, but he has weighed in on the side of jaguar.

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief

Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 W, Carcfree Highway

Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000

Work: (623) 236-7507

Your Wildlife is the
Heritage Fund's Legacy

Making a Difference for Conservation

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the latest news and information on wildlife issues and events, outdoor
tips, education programs, regulations, and more. http:// www.azgfd sov/eservices/subscribe.shtml
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Eric Gardner

From: Jean_Calhoun@fws.gov

Sent: Tuesday, Oclober 08, 2012 4:56 PM

To: Eric Gardner

Subject: RE: Care to try to identify this spotted cat

Eric, why don't you contact Jim and see what he intended. I'm not sure how he meant this.

Jean A. Calhoun

Assistant Field Supervisor

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Arizona Ecological Services Office
201 North Bonita Avenue, Suite 141
Tucson, AZ 85745

Office: (520) 670-6150 ext. 223
Fax: {(520) 670-6155

"Eric Gardner” <EGardner@azgfd.gov> To <Jean_Cahoun@fws.gov>
ce
10/08/2012 09:56 AM Subject RE: Care to try lo identify this spotted cat

Are these the ones he meant? What will happen if we den’t include them in the press release? Can we not use his name then? Not
saying we will or won't but not sure why we’d need to use his photos when we have lots ourseives. We may want 1o use the spliced

photos or some of the comparison photos we have instead of just a picture of a jaguar.

Eriec Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief

Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 W, Carefree Highway

Phocnix, AZ 83086-5000

Work: (623) 236-7507

Your Wildlife is the
Heritage Fund's Legacy

Making a Difference for Conservation

Sign up for AZGFD ¢News and receive the latest news and information on wildlite issues and events. outdoor
tips. cducation programs, regulations, and more. http://www.azefd.gov/eservices/subscribe.shtml

From: Jean_Calhoun@fws.gov [mailto:Jean_Calhoun@fws.gov]
Sent: Friday, October 05, 2012 3:54 PM
To: Sanderson Jim



Co: NN - i _Fornandez@fws.gov; Kyle Thompssn; Ron Thompson; Lisa Haynes; Eric Gardner
Subject: Ra: Care to try to identify this spotted cat

Thanks, Jim. Would you be willing to have AGFD release your name and analysis below? 1l cc Eric Gard »ar.

Jean A. Calhoun

Assistant Field Supervisor

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Arizona Ecological Services Office
201 North Bonita Avenue, Suite 141
Tucson, AZ 85745

Office; (520) 670-6150 exl. 223
Fax: (5620) 670-6155

Sanderson Jim

— To Ron Thompso . Lisa Haynes
"Jean_Calhoun ’ Bl AN G fws gov>,
10/05/2012 06:23 AM x Jov>, Kyle Thompso
cc

Subject Care 1o try 1o identify this spolled cat

Please respond o
Sanderson fim

Jean, | have 1379, 479, and 45 camera trap pictures of jaguar, ocelot, and margay, respectively, taken during 3 1/2 yers
of continuous work in Suriname. Many are in the same position - walking left to right - but with the whole head, tail, and
body shown. | don't think there is any doubt about the specis identity of the spotied cat in question. | attached both sides
of male 03 from Suriname as an example. By taking an extract of the picture of the cat walking left to right showing just
the rear leg and lail you can get a good match with the photo in question.

Hope this helps.

~-jim

Jim Sanderson, Ph.D.
Wildlife Conservation Network
Small Wild Cat Conservation Foundation

Skype: jim.sanderson

From: Ron Thompson
To: Lisa Haynes
Cc: Chris Bugbee

m Jim Sanderson
Nick Smith atricia Harveson—Susan

Malusa <

Sent: FriMM

Subject: Re: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?

Without a size gage of length I vote............. Jaguar............... as depicted in the "tail shot" comparison photo

already sent. Besides, it is in a locale of a consistent crossing between the Santa Ritas and the Whetstones by the
male lion collared during the Tucson study.




Ron

On Thu, Oct 4, 2012 at 10:27 PM, Lisa Haynes S o

Team,
Soiry to take so long in forwarding this to you... but here it is now, fyi.._.....

---------- Forwarded message ----------From: Lisa Haynes Qi NN D c: Tuc. Oct 2. 2012 at

8:50 PMSubject: Fwd: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?To: Lisa Haynes L ]

Begin forwarded message:

From: <Jean_Calhoun@fws.gov>

Date: October 2, 2012 5:40:05 PM MST

To: Lisa Haynes

Subject: Fw: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?

fyi

Jean A. Calhoun

Assistant Field Supervisor

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Arizona Ecological Services Office
201 North Bonita Avenue, Suite 141
Tucson, AZ 85745

Office: (520)670-6150 ext. 223
Fax: (520) 670-6155

----- Forwarded by Jean Calhoun/R2ZIFWS!DOI on 10/02/2012 0537 PM -----

"Eric Gardner™
<EGardner@azgfd.gov>
cc <maril_alanen@fws gov>, <Jean_Calhoun@iws.gov>, <Erin_Fernandez@fws.gov>, <Steve_Spangle@fws.gov>, "Larry
Riley” <\ Riley@azgfd.gov>, "Gary R. Hovalter” <GHovaller@azgfd.gov>, "Bob Broscheid” <BBroscheid@azgid.gov>, "Jim
Paxon” <JPaxon@azgfd. gov>. "Mark A. Hart" <MHarn@azgtd.gov>, "Tim Snow" <TSnow{@azgfd gov>, "Francisco Abarca”
<FAbarca@azgfd.gov>, "Bilf Vanpelt” <BVanpelt@azgld.gov>, "Jim Paxon” <JPaxon@azgfd gov>

Subject Care Lo try to identify this spolted cat?

Jaguar and Ocelot experts,
I am sorry to intrude upon you once again, but AGFD recently acquired a series of camera trap (trait camera)
photos that include one photo with the tail and a small portion of hindquarter/leg of a spotted cat. We are
seeking outside opinion on species identification, but would of course prefer a more definitive answer if one
can be given based upon the limited amount of information available in the photos. Due to the site being
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possibly easy to recognize, we have spliced several photos together and left in a few landmarks that may help
with size. All photos were taken from the same camera at the same location and are not blown up or shrunk
down in the composite, so the animals and their proximity to the camera may help in determining size. The
full pictures may be provided if we are unable to get an answer with what is provided and if you feel they will
be helpful, but | would prefer to wait on that for a bit.

As mentioned above, expert opinion will be helpful, but if you can back it up by explaining what in the photos
helped lead you to your conclusion (if you have one), that would be extremely helpful. As always, | have my
opinion but will hold off from st aring so as not to hias your analysis...

Qur press release just went out and | have pasted it below.

Once again, thank you for your help. If | have forgotten to include anyone that would be valuable in this effort
please let me know {and send me their email address please) and I'll forward the email.

Eric Gardner

From: AZGFD [mailto:e-news@azgfd.gov]

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 3:56 PM

To: Jim Paxon

Subject: News Release: Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat

Contact:

Mark A. Hart (520) 388-4445
Public Information Officer, Tucson

Lynda Lambert (623) 236-7203
Public Information Officer, Phoenix

Arizona Game and Fish Department

NEWS RELEASE
For immediate release, Oct. 2, 2012

Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat sighted southeast of Tucson

TUCSON, Ariz. — The Arizona Game and Fish Department is currently analyzing a recent trail camera
photo of either a jaguar or an ocelot sighted southeast of Tucson.



The photo includes only the tail and a small portion of a hind quarter of the animal, making positive
identification more difficult. Game and Fish is now consulting with outside experts about ihe photo,
taken Sept. 23 and submitted by a sportsman, to better identify the species.

"We have definitively determined that it is either a jaguar or an ocelot, but we need to do further
analysis of the animal’s spot patterns and size to try to positively identify which species it is,” said
Game and Fish Nongame Branch Chief Eric Gardner.

Four of the last five confirmed jaguar sightings in Arizona have been reported by hunters, who all took
responsible action to document the animal and report it to Game and Fish. Sportsmen also provided
Game and Fish with two sets of trail camera photos of an ocelot in the Huachuca Mountains in 2012,
These hunters have provided biologists with critical information that may not otherwise be known,
information that will help increase the understanding of these species’ existence in the borderiand
area.

Jaguars have been protected outside of the United States under the Endangered Species Act since
1973. That protection was extended to jaguars within the U.S. in 1997, the year after their presence in
the Arizona and New Mexico borderlands was confirmed.

Jaguars once ranged from southern South America through Central America and Mexico and into the
southern United States. It is believed that southern Arizona is the most northern part of the range for
a population of jaguars living in Sonora, Mexico.

Ocelots are smail to medium-sized spotted cats with a long tail. These cats have been listed as
endangered since 1982 under the federal Endangered Species Act.

The present range for ocelots is in the eastern and western lowlands of Mexico, from southern
Mexico through Central America and in the lowland areas of Colombia, Ecuador, Peru and Brazil. On
the fringes of their range, they occupy a very limited region in both the United States (a remnant
population exists in southern Texas) and Argentina. Other animals such as bobcats, young mountain
lions and servals, an African cat popular in the pet trade, are sometimes misidentified as ocelots,
which is why verification is so very important.

Jaguars and ocelots are protected by the Endangered Species Act and should be left alone. If anyone
encounters a cat believed to be a jaguar or ocelot, the Game and Fish Department requests that
photos along with observation information be reported immediately to the department or through the
Operation Game Thief hotline at (800) 352-0700.

-30-
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Eric Gardner

Nongame Braoch Chief

Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 W, Carefrec Highway

Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000

Worlk: {(623) 236-7507

Sign up for AZGEFD eNews and receive the latest news and information on wildlife issues and cvents, outdoor
tips. education programs. regulations, and more. http://www.azpfd. gov/escrvices/subscribe.shtml

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the latest news and imformation on wiidlife issues and cvents, outdoor
tips. education programs, regulations, and more, http://www.azgfd. gov/eservices/subscribe.shtiml




EEric Gardner

From; TR TR ha
Sent: Tuesday, October 09, 2012 5;

To: Eric Gardner
Subject: RE: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?
Hi Eric

No problema, you can show my name.

Rodrigo

De: Eric Gardner [mailto:EGardner@azgfd.gov]
Enviado el: martes, 09 de octubre de 2012 11:3% a.m.
Para:

Asunto: RE: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?

Hello again Rodrigo,

Thought I'd ask again if it is okay to provide your name as one of the experts who helped ID the cat species. We’d have
to give it to them anyway in a formal public records request but | would like to do so anyway when we release our
findings. Sine you sent us your input, | will fikely do so unless | hear from you that you do not want to be identified for

SOMe reason.
Thank you,

Eriec Gardner

Nongame Branch Chicf

Arizona Game and Fish Department
5600 W. Carefree Highway

Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000

Work: (623) 236-7507

Your Wildlife is the
Hepitage Fund's Legacy

Making a Difference for Conservation

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the latest news and information on wildlite issucs and cvents, outdoor
tips. education programs, regulations, and more. http://www.azgfd.gov/eservices/subscribe.shtml

From:

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 4:35 PM

To: Eric Gardner

Subject: RE: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?

lts a jaguar



Rodrigo

De: Eric Gardner [mailto:EGardner@azgfd.qov]
Enviado el: martes, 02 de octubre de 2012 06:30 p.m.

Para; Y )7 v15.901
CC: marit_alanen@fws.qov; Jean Calhoun@fws.gov; Erin_Fernandez@fws.gov; Steve Spanglefws.gov; Larry Riley;

Gary R. Hovatter; Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Mark A. Hart; Tim Snow; Francisco Abarca; Bill Vanpelt; Jim Paxon
Asunto: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?

Jaguar and Ocelot experts,

I am sorry to intrude upon you once again, but AGFD recently acquired a series of camera trap {trail camera)
photos that include one photo with the tail and a small portion of hindquarter/ieg of a spotted cat. We are
seeking outside opinion on species identification, but would of course prefer a more definitive answer if one
can be given based upon the limited amount of information available in the photos. Due to the site being
possibly easy to recognize, we have spliced several photos together and left in a few landmarks that may help
with size. All photos were taken from the same camera at the same location and are not blown up or shrunk
down in the composite, so the animals and their proximity to the camera may help in determining size. The
full pictures may be provided if we are unabie to get an answer with what is provided and if you feel they will
be helpful, but | would prefer to wait on that for a bit.

As mentioned above, expert opinion will be helpful, but if you can back it up by explaining what in the photos
helped lead you to your conclusion (if you héve one), that would be extremely helpful. As always, | have my
opinion but will hold off from sharing so as not to bias your analysis...

Our press release just went out and | have pasted it below.

Once again, thank you for your help. If i have forgotten to include anyone that would be valuable in this effort
please let me know {and send me their email address please) and I'll forward the email.

Eric Gardner

From: AZGFD [mailto:e-news@azafd.gov]

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 3:56 PM

To: Jim Paxon

Subject: News Release: Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat

Contact:

Mark A. Hart (520) 388-4445
Public Information Officer,
Tucson

Lynda Lambert (623) 236-7203
Public Information Officer, Phoenix

Arizona Game and Fish Department

NEWS RELEASE
For immediate release, Oct. 2, 2012

Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat sighted scutheast
of Tucson

TUCSON, Ariz. — The Arizona Game and Fish Department is currently analyzing a recent
trail camera photo of either a jaguar or an ocelot sighted southeast of Tucson.
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The phote includes only the tail and a smail portion of a hind quarter of the animal, making
positive identification more difficult. Game and Fish is now consulting with outside experts
about the photo, taken Sept. 23 and submitted by a sportsman, to better identify the
species.

"We have definitively determined
that it is either a jaguar or an ocelot,
but we need to do further analysis of
the animal’s spot patterns and size
to try to positively identify which
species it is,” said Game and Fish
Nongame Branch Chief Eric
Gardner,

Four of the last five confirmed jaguar
sightings in Arizona have been
reported by hunters, who all took

f responsible action to document the
B =nimal and report it to Game and
@ Fish. Sportsmen also provided
Game and Fish with two sets of trail
camera photos of an ocelot in the
& Huachuca Mountains in 2012.
¥ These hunters have provided
¥ bioclogists with critical information
that may not otherwise be known,
g information that will help increase
¥ the understanding of these species’
existence in the borderland area.

i Jaguars have been protected

§ outside of the United States under
the Endangered Species Act since
1973. That protection was extended
to jaguars within the U.S. in 1997, the year after their presence in the Arizona and New
Mexico borderlands was confirmed.

Jaguars once ranged from southern South America through Central America and Mexico
and into the southern United States. it is believed that southern Arizona is the most
northern part of the range for a population of jaguars living in Sonora, Mexico.

Ocelots are small to medium-sized spotted cats with a long tail. These cats have been
listed as endangered since 1982 under the federal Endangered Species Act.

The present range for ocelots is in the eastern and western lowlands of Mexico, from
southern Mexico through Central America and in the lowland areas of Colombia, Ecuador,
Peru and Brazil. On the fringes of their range, they occupy a very limited region in both the
United States (a remnant population exists in southern Texas) and Argentina. Other
animais such as bobcats, young mountain lions and servals, an African cat popular in the
pet trade, are sometimes misidentified as ocelots, which is why verification is so very
important.

Jaguars and ocelots are protected by the Endangered Species Act and should be left
alone. If anyone encounters a cat believed to be a jaguar or ocelot, the Game and Fish
Department requests that photos along with observation information be reported
immediately to the department or through the Operation Game Thief hotline at (800) 352-
0700.

-30-
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Nongame Branch Chief
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Your Wildlife is the
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Making a Difference for Conservation

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the latest news and information on wildlife issues and events, outdoor
tips, education programs, regulations, and more. http:/www.azgfd. gov/eservices/subscribe, shtml

Your Wildlife is the
Heritage Fund's Legacy

Making a Difference for Conservation

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the latest news and information on wildlife issues and events, outdoor
tips. education programs. regulations, and more. http://www.azgfd.gov/eservices/subscribe.shtml




Larry Riley

From: Larry Ritey

Sent: Tuesday, October 09, 2012 6:06 PM

To: Eric Gardner

Subject: RE: spotted cat sighting

Attachments: Lawrence M. Riley (LRiley@azgfd.gov).vcf

Lawrence M. Riley

(LRiley@azqf...
A pun, right...'what level of de tail?'....

OK, Give him a ring. I would cocnfer with FWS to see what level of info they are receptive
of releasing. Because it's FS and they are preparing a BA, I can see their need for
information. I'm not sure how specific the information needs to be.

Lawrence M. Riley

Assistant Director

Wildlife Management Division
Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 W. Carefree Highway
Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000

623-236-7302
lriley@azgfd.gov

Sign up for FREE Arizona Game and Fish Department e-newsletters at www.azgfd.gov/signup

————— Original Message-----

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Tuesday, October 09, 2012 10:03 AM
To: Larry Riley

Subject: RE: spotted cat sighting

I think the main guestion is "with what level of detail"? I am happy to responded, but

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief

Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 W. Carefree Highway
Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000

Work: (623) 236-7507

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the latest news and information on wildlife issues and
events, outdoor tips, education programs, regulations, and more.
http://www.azgfd.gov/eservices/subscribe.shtml

————— Original Message=---—-

From: Larry Riley

Sent: Monday, October 08, 2012 4:12 PM
To: Eric Gardner

Subject: RE: spotted cat sighting



10-4. Who Ned's to respond.
————— Original Message-—--—-

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Mon 10/8/2012 2:37 PM

To: Larry Riley

Cc: Tim Snow

Subject: FW: spotted cat sighting

Larry, FYI and a need to get with Larry Jones.

Eric Gardner
Nongame Branch Chief
Arizona Game and Fish Department

5000 W. Carefree Highway
Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000

Work: (623) 236-7507

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the latest news and information on wildlife issues and
events, outdoor tips, education programs, regulations, and more.
http://www.azgfd.gov/eservices/subscribe.shtml

From: Jones, Larry ~FS [mailto:ljones02@fs.fed.us]

Sent: Wednesday, October 03, 2012 8:50 AM

To: Eric Gardner; Tim Snow

Cc: angela barclay ; Stamer, Marc -FS
Subject: spotted ca

Hey Eric and Tim-

I expect your phones are ringing off the hock so I'll just passively send an email (and
help flood your inbox). We were about to send a supplemental Biological Assessment for the
proposed Rosemont copper mine to Fish and Wildlife Service when we heard of the spotted
cat sighting (I had heard it was a Jaguar). The SBA is updating information for the BA and
ircorporating informaticon and request to conference on proposed Jaguar critical habitat,
and since I like to have the best available information, I was hoping there would be
something that we could include about this sighting in the SBA. BAnyway, food for thought
and I'1l let the dust settle a bit, but we do want to get the conferencing started fairly
soon, I am around teday until 1245 then back again on Friday and next week Wed-Fri if you

want to yack.

—~Larry Jones



520-388-8375

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended
recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the
information it contains may vioclate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal
penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the

sender and delete the emall immediately.



Larry Riley

From: Larry Riley

Sent: Monday, October 08, 2012 4:12 PM
To: Eric Gardner

Subject: RE: spotted cat sighting
Attachments: image001.jpg; image002.jpg

10-4. Who Ned's to respond.

————— Original Message----—-

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Mon 10/8/2012 2:37 PM

To: Larry Riley

Cc: Tim Snow

Subject: FW: spotted cat sighting

Larry, FYI and a need to get with Larry Jones.

Eric Gardner
Nongame Branch Chief
Arizona Game and Fish Department

5000 W. Carefree Highway
Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000

Work: (623) 236-7507

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the latest news and information on wildlife issues and
events, outdoor tips, education programs, regulations, and more.
http://www.azgfd.gov/eservices/subscribe.shtml

From: Jones, Larry -FS [mailto:ljones02@fs.fed.us}

Sent: Wednesday, October 03, 2012 8:50 AM

To: Eric Gardner; Tim Sno

Cc: angela barclay ; Stamer, Marc -F8
Subject: spotted cat sighting

Hey Eric and Tim-

I expect your phcnes are ringing off the hook so I'll just passively send an email (and
help flood your inbox). We were about to send a supplemental Biological Assessment for the
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proposed Rosemont copper mine to Fish and Wildlife Service when we heard of the spotted
cat sighting (I had heard it was a Jaguar). The SBA is updating information for the BA and
incorporating information and request to conference on proposed Jaguar critical habitat,
and since I like to have the best available information, T was hoping there would be
something that we could include about this sighting in the SBA. Anyway, fcod for thought
and I'll let the dust settle a bit, but we do want to get the conferencing started fairly
soon. 1 am around today until 1245 then back again on Friday and next week Wed-Fri if you
want to yack.

—-Larry Jones

520-388-8375

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended
recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the
infermation it contains may viclate the law and subject the violator tc civil or criminal
penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the
sender and delete the email immediately.




La rry_RiIey

From: Larry Riley

Sent: Saturday, September 29, 2012 10:54 AM

To: Terry Johnson; James Driscoll; Bill Vanpelt

Subject: FW: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns
Attachments: SUNPQ163.JPG; SUNP0271.JPG; SUNP0043.JPG; Jag map.JPG

g 5 E

SUNP0163.JPG SUNPO271.JPG SUNPO043.JPG  Jag map.JPG (397
(263 KB) (354 KB} (315 KB) KB)

~~~~~ Original Message—-----~

From: Larry Riley

Sent: Sat 9/29/2012 10:23 aM

To: Larry Voyles

Cc: Leonard Ordway; Gary R. Hovatter; Leonard Ordway; Eric Gardner; Jim Paxon
Subject: FW: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

Director Voyles,

This the detail behind ocur conversation this morning. Not much of a photo, but enough to
warrant further consideration. FWS has been alerted with this information per permit and

protocel.

————— Original Message-----

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Sat 9/29/2012 9:54 AM

To: Larry Riley

Subject: FW: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

Larry
Looks like he sent this to a few folks in AGFD already.

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief
623-236-7507

Sent with Good (www,good.com)

————— Crigi sage—-——-
From;:
Sent: 5S5aturday, oSeptember 29, 2012 09:06 AM US Mountain Standard Time

To: Tim Snow; Aaron Miller; Brad Fulk; Robert Fink; Raul Vega; Eric Gardner; Leonard

Ordway
Subject: Fw: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

Map attached.

Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

This email includes the jag picture, a lion and bobcat for scale and a map of the location
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Here are multiple pictures from a personal trail camera I had out during the August bear
season. The possible jaguar is in one of the night pictures, on the far right. There is
not a lot to see, but it has obvious rosettes and looks very large. The only other
possibility is that it could be an ocelot, but I think its way to large to be one.




Larry Riley

From: Larry Riley

Sent: Saturday, September 29, 2012 10.53 AM

To: Bob Broscheid

Subject: FW: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns
Attachments: SUNP0163.JPG; SUNP0271.JPG; SUNP0043.JPG; Jag map.JPG

SUNP0163.JPG SUNP0271.JPG SUNPOD43.JPG  Jag map.JPG (397
(263 KB} (354 KB) (315 KB} KB)

Bob, meant to loop you on this

————— Original Message-----

From: Larry Riley

Sent: Sat 9/29/2012 10:23 AM

To: Larry Voyles

Cc: Leonard Ordway; Gary R. Hovatter,; Lecnard Ordway; Eric Gardner; Jim Paxon
Subject: FW: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

Director Voyles,

This the detail behind our conversation this morning. Neot much of a photo, but enough to
warrant further consideration. FWS has been alerted with this information per permit and

protocol.

————— Criginal Message-----

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Sat 9/29/2012 9:54 AM

To: Larry Riley

Subject: FW: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

Larry
Looks like he sent this to a few folks in AGFD already.

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief
623~236-7507

Sent with Good (www.gcod.com}

_____ 1 3 em.«.ﬂ.«,m
From:
Sent: Saturday, September 29, 2012 09:06 AM US Mountain Standard Time

Te: Tim Snow; ARarcon Miller; Brad Fulk; Robert Fink; Raul Vega; Eric Gardner; Leonard

Ordway
Subject: Fw: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

Map attached.

Sent: ptember 29, 2012 08:45 AM

SubTJect: ossible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns



Larry Riley

From: Larry Riley

Sent: Saturday, September 29, 2012 10:23 AM

To: Larry Voyles

Cc: Leonard Ordway; Gary R. Hovatter; Leonard Ordway; Eric Gardner; Jim Paxon
Subject: FW: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mins
Attachments: SUNPO163.JPG; SUNP0271.JPG; SUNPQ043.JPG; Jag map.JPG

SUNP0163.JPG  SUNPO271.JPG  SUNPO043.JPG  Jag map.JPG (397
(263 KB) (354 KB) (315 KB) KB)

Director Voyles,

This the detail behind ocur conversation this morning. Not much of a photo, but enough to
warrant further consideration. FWS has been alerted with this information per permit and
protocol.

————— Original Message---—--

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Sat 9/29/2012 9:54 AM

To: Larry Riley

Subject: FW: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 3432, Santa Rita Mtns

Larry
Looks like he sent this tc a few folks in AGFD already.

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief
623-236-7507

Sent with Good (www.good.com}

From:

Sent: n mber 29, 2012 09:06 AM US Mountain Standard Tine

To: Tim Snow; Aaron Miller; Brad Fulk; Robert Fink; Raul Vega; Eric Gardner; Leocnard
Crdway

Subject: Fw: MAP and Possible Jaguar sighting cn trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

Map attached.

From:

Sent urda eptember , 2012 :
To:
SubJect: an ossible Jaguar sighting on trail camera in 34A, Santa Rita Mtns

This email includes the jag picture, a lion and bobcat for scale and a map of the location

Here are multipie pictures from a personal trail camera I had out during the August bear
season, The possible jaguar is in one of the night pictures, on the far right. There is
not a lot to see, but it has obvious rosettes and looks very large. The only other
possibility is that it ceould be an ocelot, but I think its way to large to be one.
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This email includes the jag picture, a lion and bobcat for scale and a map of the location

Here are muitiple pictures from a personal trail camera I had out during the August bear
season. The possible jaguar is in one of the night pictures, on the far right. There is
not a lot to see, but it has obvious rosettes and looks very large. The only other
possibility is that it could be an ocelot, but I think its way to large to be one,.




Eric Gardner

From: Jody _Mays@nps.gov

Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2012 8:23 AM

To: Eric Gardner

Subiject: RE: Fw: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?

Attachments: pic25439.jpg; pic14545 jpg: pic24967 jpg; pic32629.jng; pic25582.jpg; pic10344 jpg;

pic16186.jpg; pic24631.jpg

Sure, that's fine.

lody

"Eric Gardner"
<EGardner@azgfd.g

ov> To
<Jody_Mays@nps.gov>
10/09/2012 03:12 ol
PM
Subject

RE: Fw: Care to try to identify
this spotted cat?

Thanks Jody. | was just typing up an email with ail our input to date and will add yours to it. We know the press will ask,
5o is it okay to use you name as one of the experts we consulted with?

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief

Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 W. Carefree Highway
Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000

Work: {623) 236-7507

{Embedded image moved to file: pic25439.jpg)Description: C:\Documents and Settings\EGardner\My
Documents\2010\Heritage\Heritage Banner.jpg{Embedded image moved to file: pic14545.jpg)Description:
C:\Documents and Settings\EGardner\My Documents\2010\Heritage\Eagle.jpg

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the latest news and information on wildlife issues and events, outdoor tips,
education programs, regulations, and more. http://www.azgfd.gov/eservices/subscribe.shtm]
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From: Jody_Mays@nps.gov [mailto:lody_Mays@nps.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, October 09, 2012 1:13 PM

To: Erin_Fernandez@fws.gov

Cc: Eric Gardner; jody_mays@fws.gov

Subject: Re: Fw: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?

Hi Erin and Eric,

| didn't get it before, thanks for sending it. | would say it is a jaguar, based on the amount of black tip and appearance of
the tip of the tail, on the spotting pattern going up the tail and onto the body, and on the size as best | can teil from the

comparison photos. | hope that is of help.
Take care,

Jody

Erin Fernandez/R2/FWS/DOI@FWS

10/04/2012 12:53 PM To
jody_mays@fws.gov
cc
EGardner@azgfd.gov
Subject
Fw: Care to try to identify
this spotted cat?



Hi fody,

Did you get this previous request? | think Eric's previous request bounced back, but he would like to get your opinian
(the photo comparison is attached all the way at the bottom).

Thanks so much!

Erin Fernandez Timbadia

Mexico Program Coordinator

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Arizona Ecological Services - Tucson
201 N. Bonita Avenue, Suite 141
Tucson, AZ 85745

Ph: {520)670-6150 x 238
Fax: [520) 670-6155

----- Forwarded by Erin Fernandez/R2/FWS/DOI on 10/04/2012 10:44 AM —---

"Eric
Gardner"
<
EGardner@
azgfd.gov
>
To
10/02/201 =Jodv_Mays@fws.gov>
204:33 cc
PM <marit_alanen@fws.gov>, <Jean_Calhoun@fws.gov>, <

Erin_Fernandez@fws.gov>, <Steve_Spangle@fws.gov>, "Larry
Riley" <LRiley@azgfd.gov>, "Gary R. Hovatter" <
GHovatter@azgfd.gov>, "Bob Broscheid" <BBroscheid@azgfd.gov
>, "Jim Paxon" <JPaxon@azgfd.gov>, "Mark A. Hart" <
MHart@azgfd.gov>, "Tim Snow" <TSnow@azgfd.gov>, "Francisco
Abarca" <FAbarca@azgfd.gov>, "Bill Vanpelt" <
BVanpelt@azgfd.gov>, "Jim Paxon" <JPaxon@azgfd.gov>

Subject
Care to try to identify this spotted cat?



laguar and Oceiot experts,

i am sorry to intrude upon you once again, but AGFD recently acquired a series of camera trap (trail camera) photos that
include one photo with the tail and a small portion of hindquarter/leg of a spotted cat. We are seeking outside opinion
on species identification, but would of course prefer a more definitive answer if one can be given based upon the limited
amount of information available in the photos. Due to the site being possibly easy to recognize, we have spliced several
photos together and left in a few landmarks that may help with size. All photos were taken from the same camera at the
same location and are not blown up or shrunk down in the composite, so the animals and their proximity to the camera
may help in determining size. The full pictures may be provided if we are unable to get an answer with what is provided
and if you feel they will be helpful, but | wauld prefer to wait on that for a bit.

As mentioned above, expert opinion wiil be helpful, but if you can back it up by explaining what in the photos helped
lead you to your conclusion {if you have one), that would be extremely helpful. As always, | have my opinion but will
hold off from sharing so as not to bias your analysis...

Our press release just went out and | have pasted it below.

Once again, thank you for your help. If | have forgotten to include anyone that would be valuab'e in this effort please tet
me know (and send me their email address piease) and I'li forward the email.

Eric Gardner

From: AZGFD [mailto:e-news@azgfd.gov]

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 3:56 PM

To: Jim Paxon

Subject: News Release: Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat

[ (Embedded image moved to file: pic24967.jpg)Description: |
| http://www.azgfd.gov/images/email/AZGFD.jpg |

Contact: |
Mark A. Hart (520) 388-4445 |
Public Information Officer, |
Tucson i

|
Lynda Lambert (623) 236-7203 |
Public Information Officer, |
Phoenix |
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| TUCSON, Ariz. — The Arizona Game and Fish Department is currently !

| analyzing a recent trail camera photo of either a jaguar or an ocelot |

| sighted southeast of Tucson. |

f

| | The photo includes only the tail and a small portion of a hind

[quarter of | the animal, making positive identification more difficult.

[Game and Fish | is now consulting with outside experts about the photo, taken Sept. 23 and|
[submitted by a sportsman, to better identify the species. i



| I

I I

|[{Embedded image moved to file: pic32629.jpg}Description: {
|http://azgfd.net/artman/uploads/1/120923_Jaguar_or_ocelot_trailcam_web.
{JPG| “We have definitively determined that it is either a jaguar or an

Jocelot, | but we need to do further analysis of the animal’s spot

[ patterns and size |

| to try to positively identify which species it is,” said Game and Fish |
|Nongame Branch Chief Eric Gardner. |

| |

| Four of the last five confirmed jaguar sightings in Arizona have been |
|reported by hunters, who all took responsible action to document the |
|animal and report it to Game and Fish. Sportsmen also provided Game and |
| Fish with two sets of trail camera photos of an ocelot in the Huachuca |

| Mountains in 2012. These hunters have provided biologists with critical |
|information that may not otherwise be known, information that will help |
|increase the understanding of these species’ existence in the borderland |
|area. |

I I

[laguars have been protected outside of the United States under the |
|Endangered Species Act since 1973. That protection was extended to
|jaguars| within the U.S. in 1997, the year after their presence in the Arizona and |
| New Mexico borderlands was confirmed. |

| I

[Jaguars once ranged from southern South America through Central America |
|and Mexico and into the southern United States. It is believed that |
|southern Arizona is the most northern part of the range for a population |

| of jaguars living in Sonora, Mexico. |

I I

| Ocelots are small to medium-sized spotted cats with a long tail. These |
|cats have been listed as endangered since 1982 under the federal |

| Endangered Species Act. |

I I

[The present range for ocelots is in the eastern and western lowlands of |

| Mexico, from southern Mexico through Central America and in the lowland |
fareas of Colombia, Ecuador, Peru and Brazil. On the fringes of their |
|range, they occupy a very limited region in both the United States (a |
|remnant population exists in southern Texas) and Argentina. Other

|animals | such as bobcats, young mountain lions and servals, an African cat popular |
lin the pet trade, are sometimes misidentified as ocelots, which is why |

[ verification is so very important, |

I

| | Jaguars and ocelots are protected by the Endangered Species Act and should |
|be left alone. If anyone encounters a cat believed to be a jaguaror |
focelot, the Game and Fish Department requests that photos along with i

| observation information be reported immediately to the departmentor |
[through the Operation Game Thief hotline at {800) 352-0700. |
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[ The Arizona Game and Fish Department prohibits discrimination on the

|basis| of race, color, sex, nationat origin, age, or disability in its programs |

|and activities. If anyone believes that they have been discriminated |

|against in any of the AGFD's programs or activities, including employment |
Ipractices, they may file a complaint with the Deputy Director, 5000 W. |

| Carefree Highway, Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000, (602) 942-3000, or with the

| Fish| and Wildlife Service, 4040 N. Fairfax Dr, Ste. 130, Arlington, VA

122203. | Persons with a disability may request a reasonable accommodation or this |
|document in an alternative format by contacting the Deputy Director as |

jlisted above. |
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Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief

Arizona Game ang Fish Department
5000 W. Carefree Highway
Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000

Work: {623) 236-7507

(Embedded image moved to file: pic25582.jpg)Description: C:\Documents and Settings\EGardner\My
Documents\2010\Heritage\Heritage Banner.jpg{Embedded image moved to file: pic10344 jpg)Description:
C:\Documents and Settings\EGardner\My Documents\2010\Heritage\Eagle.jpg

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the latest news and information on wildlife issues and events, outdoor tips,
education programs, regulations, and more. http://www.azgfd.gov/eservices/subscribe.shtm|

(Embedded image moved to file: pic16186.jpg)(Embedded image moved to file:
pic24631.jpg)

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the latest news and information on wildlife issues and events, outdoor tips,
education programs, regulations, and more. http://www.azgfd.gov/eservices/subscribe.shtm|



Eric Gardner

From: Fred Hood

Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2012 8:47 PM
To: Eric Gardner

Subject: RE: jaguar or ccelot tail photo
Attachments: Hood jaguar tails.jpg; Hood ocelot tails.jpg
Layouts attached.

Fred Hood

Subject: RE: jaguar or ocelot tail photo
Date! Tue, 9 Oct 2012 09:18:04 -0700
From: EGardner@azafd.gov
To:
CC: TSnow@azgfd.gov

Mr. Hood,
I neglected to ask you for the photo spread you mentioned, but would love to have it. Please send it to this email
address.

Thank you,

Eric Gardner

Nongazme Brancit Chaei

Arizona Game and Fish Deparument
5000 W. Carefree Highway
Phoenix, AZ 85086-500G0

Work: {623 236-7507

Your Wildlife is the
Heritage Fund's Legacy

Making a Diffarence far Consaration

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the latest news and information on wildlife issues and events, outdoor tips,
education programs, regulations, and more. http://www.azgfd.qov/eservices/subscribe.shtml

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Tuesday, October 09, 2012 9:16 AM
To:

Cc: Send Comments; Tim Snow

Subject: RE: jaguar or ocelot tail photo

Mr. Hood.

Thank you for your analysis of the photo. While we have not made any formal decision as to the 1D of the species, you
have made some good points which are consistent with the analysis we are getting from many of our internal and
external experts. Due to the controversy of identifying an endangered cat at a specific location, we are being extra

1



cautious and seeking analysis from others so that the final decision is more defensible. AGED will send out a follow-up
press release soon with our findings.

I will add your input to that | have received from others.

Thanks again,

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief

Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 W. Carafiree Highway
Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000

Work: (623) 236-7507

Your Wildlife is the
Heritage Fund's Legacy

Ldaking & Cifference for Consar:ation

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the latest news and information on wiidlife issues and events, outdoor tips,
education programs, regulations, and more. http://www.azgfd.qov/eservices/subscribe.shtml

From:

Sent: Sunday, October 07, 2012 2:14 PM
To: Send Comments
Subject: jaguar or ocelot tail photo

Name:
City:
State:

Zip:

Area:
Email:
Subject:
Comment;

Type:

Regarding:

Phone:

Fred Hood
Tueson
AZ

85719
Tucson

jaguar or ocelot tail photo

I'am a part time wildlife photographer with a special interest in wild cats. I know several cat experts
and am also a docent at Reid Park Zoo. I cropped the tails of four of my (captive) jaguar photos and
eight of my (captive) ocelot photos to show just the tail. These represent all different cats from zoos
and parks in America and Europe. The photo you posted is almost certainly a jaguar. The ocelot tails
all show a distinct banding (like thick stripes). not a random pattern that Jjaguars have and that your
posted photo has. Also. walking jaguars have their tails curled up like your photo while walking
ocelots have their tail parallel to the ground. I have made a photo spread of my tail photos which I
would be happy to email as an attachment at vour request.

Comment

Other



Jaguars

copyright Fred Hood
www.FelidFoto.com




Ocelots

copyright Fred Hood
www.FelidFoto.com




Eric Gardner

From: Lynda Lambert

Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2012 10:18 AM

To: Lynda Lambert; Larry Voyles; Gary R. Hovatter; Leonard Ordway; Ty Cray; Larry Rilev: Raul
Vega,; Eric Gardner; Bill Vanpelt; Tim Snow

Cc: Bobt Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Tom Cadden; Mark A. Hart

Subject: Follow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photo -- for approval

Attachments: 121010 _Trailcam_photo_confirmed_jag_nr copy.doc

Hi,

Attached is a draft news release that provides follow-up to last week's jaguar/ ocelot trail camera photo. Please let me
know if you have any suggested edits and I'll get it distributed once | have received approval.

Thanks!

Regards,

Lynda Lambert

Public Information Officer

Arizona Game and Fish Department
T:623.236.7203

C:602.531.2393

F:623.236.7903

llambert@azgfd.gov




Contact
Mark A. Hart {520) 388-4445
Public Information Officer, Tucson

Lynda Lambert (623) 236-7203
Public Information Officer, Phoenix

Arizona Game and Fish Department
NEWS RELEASE

For immediate release, Oct. 10, 2012

Scientific community agrees with Game and Fish biologists that photo depicts
a jaguar

TUCSON, Ariz. — After a thorough analysis by multiple Arizona Game and Fish biclogists and
external experts from the scientific community, the consensus is that last week’s trail camera
photo depicts the tail of a jaguar. The photo was captured in late September by ¢ hunter’s trail
camera southeast of Tucson, but identification of the species was more difficult because the
photo shows only the tail and a small portion of a hind quarter of the animal.

“Analysis of the spot pattern on the tail and the animal's size compared to the surrounding
vegetation led us to believe the photo showed a jaguar. We asked others that work with large
cat conservation to weigh in because of the limited information the photo provided, and nine out
of ten agreed that the photo depicted a jaguar. The last expert didn’t come to a conclusion,” said
Game and Fish Nongame Branch Chief Eric Gardner.

Sportsmen are an important resource for biologists to learn more about large carnivores,
especially elusive cats like the jaguar and ocelot. Four of the last five confirmed jaguar sightings
in Arizona have been reported by hunters, who all took responsible action to document the
animal and report it to Game and Fish. Sportsmen also provided Game and Fish with two sets
of trail camera photos of an ocelot in the Huachuca Mountains in 2012. These hunters have
provided biologists with critical information that may not otherwise be known, information that
will belp increase the understanding of these species’ existence in the borderland area.

Jaguars have been protected outside of the United States under the Endangered Species
Act since 1973. That protection was extended to jaguars within the U.S. in 1997, the year after
their presence in the Arizona and New Mexico borderlands was confirmed.

Jaguars once ranged from southern South America through Central America and Mexico and
into the southern United States. It is believed that southern Arizona is the most northern part of
the range for a population of jaguars living in Sonora, Mexico.

Jaguars are protected by the Endangered Species Act and should be left alone. The
department asks anyone that encounters a cat believed to be a jaguar or ocelot to report the
sighting along with photos (if available) to the department or through the Operation Game Thief
hotline at (800) 352-0700.

-30-



New endangered cat photo Page 2 of 2

The Arizona Game and Fish Department prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color. sex, naticnal origin, age,
disability in its programs and activities. If anyone believes they have been discriminated against in any Game and
Fish program or activity, including its empioyment practices, the individual may file a complaint alleging discrimination
directly with the Game and Fish Director's Office, 5000 W. Carefree Highway, Phx.. AZ 85086, (602) 942-3000 or
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 4040 N. Fairfax Dr., Ste. 130, Arlington, VA 22203. If you require this document in an
alternative format, please contact the Game and Fish Director's Office as listed above or by caliing TTY at {800) 367-
8939,



James Driscoll

From: Mark A. Hart

Sent: Wednesday, October 31, 2012 11:04 AM

To: James Driscoll

Subject: FW: Follow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photo -- for approval

----- Original Message-----

From: Mark A, Hart

Sent: Wednesday, October 18, 20812 198:26 AM

To: Lynda Lambert

Subject: RE: Follow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photo -- for approval

Looks good. Please copy me on distribution and I will send to Region V news media as well.
Thanks,

Mark

————— Original Message-----

From: Lynda Lambert

Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2012 18:18 AM

To: Lynda Lambert; Larry Voyles; Gary R. Hovatter; Leonard Ordway; Ty Gray; Larry Riley; Raul
Vega; Eric Gardner; Bill Vanpelt; Tim Snow

Cc: Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Tom Cadden; Mark A, Hart

Subject: Follow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photo -- for approval

Hi,

Attached is a draft news release that provides follow-up to last week's jaguar/ ocelot trail
camera photo. Please let me know if you have any suggested edits and I'll get it distributed
once I have received approval.

Thanks!

Regards,

Lynda Lambert

Public Information Officer
Arizona Game and Fish Department
T: 623.236.7283

C: 602.531.2393

F: 623.236.7903

13



1lambert@azgfd.gov
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Eric Gardner

From: Jones, Larry -FS <ljones02@fs fed.us>
Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2012 10:57 AM
To: Tim Snow; Eric Gardner

Cc: Stamer, Marc -FS

Subject: Releasable info on Jag sighting

Tim and Eric—

[ know this is sensitive info, but for our supplemental Rosemont Biological Assessment, we need to include new info on
the recent Jaguar sighting as part of our update on Jaguars and proposed critical habitat in the Rosemont vicinity. How
about this? Can I say there was a confirmed sighting in Sept 2012 using camera traps within proposed Jaguar critical
habitat within the Rosemont action area (much larger area than th This then means betwee il

f not that, northern Santa Ritas? | can’t think the info will be a secret for too
long anyway, and FWS is probably privy to the location, but it is my job (and legal obligation) to incorporate any
pertinent info in my biological assessment and formal conference for Jaguar for the proposed copper mine. This is
crucial info, because this would provide unequivocal proof that Jaguars have been detected within the action area {until
this record, we cannot say that). | don’t think we need to have coordinates, but if the record is tog fuzzed, it won’t mean
much for a biological assessment or conferencing. Having said that, there would be absolutely no change in ESA
determinations for Jaguar or proposed critical habitat,

Thanks!

--Larry Jones

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended recipients. Any
unauthorized interception of this message or the usc or disclosure of the information it contains may violate the
law and subject the violator to civil or criminal penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error,
please notify the sender and delete the email immediately.



James Driscol

From: Gary R. Hovatter

Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2012 12:02 PM

To: Tim Snow; Eric Gardner, Lynda Lambert; Leonard Ordway; Ty Gray; Larry Riley; Raul Vega,
Bill Vanpelt

Cc: Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Tom Cadden; Mark A. Hart; Ben Aiteneder; Larry Voyies; Jim
Odenkirk; Jim Qdenkirk; Linda Pollock; Linda Poliock

Subject: RE: Follow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photo -- for approval

Attachments: 121010_Trailcam_photo_confirmed_jag_nr copyESG_tsnow comment.doc

My vote,

I'm good with Eric's edits and | think Tim's comment deserves consideration. Eric and { discussed the very point Tim
raises, i.e., by putting a number do we invite demands for the list of names of the experts with a subsequent pestering of
these folks by the media? That said, a records request will pretty quickly provide that info and ! would be surprised if
any of the folks who have helped us will be that surprised if their involvement becomes publicly known, so I'm not sure
we shouldn't just bite the bullet and give a number? On this point, I'm prepared to defer to the group,

I do think | would iike one of these two paragraphs {below) to include a sentence to the effect that jaguar habitat in the
U.S. represents less than 1% of total jaguar habitat. At last week's BLM-USFS-USFWS coordination meeting, Steve
Spangle said it was actually something like 17/1000ths of a percent.

"Jaguars have been protected outside of the United States under the Endangered Species Act since 1973. That
protection was extended to jaguars within the U.S. in 1997, the year after their presence in the Arizona and New Mexico
bordertands was confirmed.

Jaguars once ranged from southern South America through Central America and Mexico and inte the southern United
States. It is believed that southern Arizona is the most northern part of the range for a poputation of jaguars living in
Sonora, Mexico."

-Gary/GF2

From: Tim Snow

Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2012 11:14 AM

To: Eric Gardner; Lynda Lambert; Larry Voyles; Gary R. Hovatter; Leonard Ordway; Ty Gray; Larry Riley; Raul Vega; Bill
Vanpelt

Cc: Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Tom Cadden; Mark A. Hart

Subject: RE: Follow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photo -- for approval

I agree with Eric's changes and would not add the "nine out of ten” comment (see attached).
--Tim

Tim K. Snow

Region V Nongame Specialist
555 N. Greasewood Road
Tucson, AZ 85745

(520) 388-4449



Sign up for AZGFD eNews - Wildlife news, fishing reports, hunting tips, and more!
Learn more about Fishing and Hunting in AZ or Get Your Licenses Online

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2012 11:03 AM

To: Lynda Lambert; Larry Voyles; Gary R. Hovatter; Leonard Ordway; Ty Gray; Larry Riley; Raul Vega; Bill Vanpelt; Tim
Snow

Cc: Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Tom Cadden: Mark A. Hart

Subject: RE: Follow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photo -- for approval

I changed up the second paragraph. See what you think.

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief

Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 W. Carefree Highway
Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000

Work: (623} 236-7507

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the latest news and information on wildiife issues and events, outdoor tips,
education programs, regulations, and more. http://www.azgfd.gov/eservices/subscribe.shtm|

From: Lynda Lambert

Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2012 10:18 AM

To: Lynda Lambert; Larry Voyles; Gary R. Hovatter; Leonard Ordway; Ty Gray; Larry Riley; Raul Vega; Eric Gardner; Bill
Vanpelt; Tim Snow

Cc: Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Tom Cadden; Mark A. Hart

Subject: Follow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photo -- for approval

Hi,

Attached is a draft news release that provides follow-up to last week's Jaguar/ ocelot trail camera photo. Please let me
know if you have any suggested edits and I'll get it distributed once | have received approval.

Thanks!



Regards,

Lynda Lambert

Public Information Officer

Arizona Game and Fish Department
T:623.236.7203

C: 602.531.2393

F: 623.236.7903

{lambert@azgfd.gov



Contact
Mark A. Hart (520) 388-4445
Public Information Officer, Tucson

L.ynda Lambert {(623) 236-7203
Public Information Officer, Phoenix

Arizona Game and Fish Department

NEWS RELEASE
For immediate release, Oct. 10, 2012

Scientific community agrees with Game and Fish biologists that photo depicts
a jaguar

TUCSON, Ariz. ~ After a thorough analysis by multiple Arizona Game and Fish biologists and
external experts from the scientific community, the consensus is that last week's trail camera
photo depicts the-tail of-a jaguar. The photo was captured in late September by a hunter’s trail |
camera southeast of Tucson, but identification of the species was more difficult because the
photo shows only the tail and a small portion of a hind quarter of the animal.

“Analysis of the spot pattern on the tail ag well as rd-the animal’s size when compared to the
surrounding vegetation_and to other animals gaptured in a related series of photos led us to
believe the photo showed a jaguar. Without biasing the results by announcing our in-house
conclusions, wWe asked others that wark with large cat conservation to weigh in’._said Game
and Fish Nongame Branch Chief Eric Gardner. because-of-the-limitecHnformationthe-phots-
providedand-aNine out of ten agreed-concluded that the photo depicted a jaguar_citing similar
feasoning. The last expert didn't come to a firm conclusion " said-Game and-Fish-Nongame.

Comment [TS1]: | would delcte all of this. We
already say that it was confirmed by large cat

Sportsmen are an important resource for biclogists to learn more about large carnivores, experts. We do nat need to sound hike a dental
especially elusive cats like the jaguar and ocelot. Four of the iast five confirmed jaguar sightings commerciat
in Arizona have been reported by hunters, who all took responsible action to document the
animal and report it to Game and Fish. Sportsmen also provided Game and Fish with two sets
of trail camera photos of an ocelot in the Huachuca Mountains in 2012. These hunters have
provided biologists with critical information that may not ctherwise be known, information that
will help increase the understanding of these species’ existence in the borderland area.

Jaguars have been protected outside of the United States under the Endangered Species
Act since 1873. That protection was extended to jaguars within the .S, in 1997, the year after
their presence in the Arizona and New Mexico borderlands was confirmed.

Jaguars once ranged from southern South America through Central America and Mexico and
into the southern United States. It is believed that southern Arizona is the most northern part of
the range for a population of jaguars living in Sonora, Mexico.

Jaguars are protected by the Endangered Species Act and should be left alone. The
department asks anyone that encounters a cat believed to be a jaguar or ocelot to report the
sighting along with photos (if available) to the department or through the Operation Game Thief
hotline at (800) 352-0700.

.30-



New endangered cat photo Page 2 of 2

The Arizona Game and Fish Department prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, sex, national origin, age,
disability in its programs and activities. If anyone believes they have been discriminated against in any Game and
Fish program or aclivity, including its employment praclices, the individual may file a compilaint alleging discrimination
directly with the Game and Fish Director's Office, 5000 W. Carefree Highway, Phx., AZ 85086, {602) 942-3000 or
U.S. Fish and Wildife Service, 4040 N. Fairfax Dr., Ste. 130, Arlingten, VA 22203, If you require this document in an
alternative format, please contact the Game and Fish Director’s Office as listed above or by calling TTY at {800} 367-
8939,



James Driscoil

From: Bill Vanpelt

Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2012 12:04 PM

To: Gary R. Hovatter; Tim Snow; Eric Gardner; Lynda Lambert: Leonard Ordway; Ty Gray; Larry
Riley; Raul Vega

Cc: Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Tom Cadden; Mark A. Hart: Ben Alteneder; Larry Voyles; Jim
Odenkirk; Jim Odenkirk; Linda Pollock; Linda Pollock

Subject: RE: Follow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photo -- for approval

L agree with Tim’s comment as well. You can make a statement to the effect of “the overail opinion from the cat
conservation community was the animal in the photograph was a jaguar.”

Bill Van Pelt

WAFWA Grassland Coordinator
Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 West Carefree Highway
Phoenix, Arizona 85086
bvanpelt@azgfd.gov

623-236-7573 Office

623-236-7926 Fax

Arizona
Showcase in
Excellence
Award

2007 Rocipiont

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the latest news and information on wildlife issues and events, outdoor tips,
education programs, regulations, and more. http:/ /www.azgfd.gov/eservices /subscribe shtml

Do not forget to buy your hunting and tishing license go to www.azpfd.gov.

From: Gary R. Hovatter

Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2012 12:02 PM

To: Tim Snow; Eric Gardner; Lynda Lambert; Leonard Ordway; Ty Gray; Larry Riley; Raul Vega; Bill Vanpelt

Cc: Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Tom Cadden; Mark A. Hart; Ben Alteneder; Larry Voyles; Jim Odenkirk; Jim Qdenkirk;
Linda Pollack; Linda Pollock

Subject: RE: Follow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photo -- for approval

My vote,

I'm good with Eric's edits and I think Tim's comment deserves consideration. Eric and | discussed the very point Tim
raises, i.e., by putting a number do we invite demands for the list of names of the experts with a subsequent pestering of
these folks by the media? That said, a records request will pretty quickly provide that info and | would be surprised if
any of the folks who have helped us wiil be that surprised if their involvement becomes publicly known, so I'm not sure
we shouidn't just bite the bullet and give a number? On this point, i'm prepared to defer to the group.

I do think [ would {ike one of these two paragraphs {(below) to include a sentence to the effect that jaguar habitat in the
U.S. represents less than 1% of total jaguar habitat. At last week's BLM-USFS-USFWS coordination meeting, Steve
Spangle said it was actually something like 17/1000ths of a percent.

1



"Jaguars have been protected outside of the United States under the Endangered Species Act since 1973. That
protection was extended to jaguars within the U.S. in 1997, the year after their presence in the Arizona and New Mexico
borderlands was confirmed.

Jaguars once ranged from southern South America through Central America and Mexico and into the southern United
States. It is believed that southern Arizona is the most northern part of the range for a population of jaguars living in
Sonora, Mexico."

--Gary/GF2

From: Tim Snow

Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2012 11:14 AM

To: Eric Gardner; Lynda Lambert; Larry Voyles; Gary R. Hovatter; Leonard Ordway; Ty Gray; Larry Riley; Raul Vega; Bill
Vanpelt

Cc: Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Tom Cadden: Mark A. Hart

Subject: RE: Follow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photo -- for approval

I agree with Eric's changes and would not add the "nine out of ten" comment (see attached).
--Tim

Tim K. Snow

Region V Nongame Specjalist
555 N. Greasewood Road
Tucson, AZ 85745

{520) 388-4449

Sign up for AZGFD eNews - Wildlife news, fishing reports, hunting tips, and more!
Learn more about Fishing and Hunting in AZ or Get Your Licenses Online

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2012 11:03 AM

To: Lynda Lambert; Larry Voyles; Gary R. Hovatter: Leonard Ordway; Ty Gray; Larry Riley; Raul Vega; Bill Vanpelt; Tim
Snow

Cc: Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Tom Cadden; Mark A, Hart

Subject: RE: Follow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photo -- for approval

| changed up the second paragraph. See what you think,

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief

Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 W. Carefree Highway
Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000



Work: (623) 236-7507

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the latest news and information on wildlife issues and events, outdoor tips,
education programs, regulations, and more. http://www.azgfd.gov/eservices/subscribe.shtm!

-----Original Message-----

From: Lynda Lambert

Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2012 10:18 AM

To: Lynda Lambert; Larry Voyles; Gary R. Hovatter; Leonard Ordway; Ty Gray; Larry Riley; Raul Vega; Eric Gardner; Bill
Vanpelt; Tim Snow

Cc: Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Tom Cadden; Mark A. Hart

Subject: Follow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photo -- for approval

Hi,

Attached is a draft news release that provides follow-up to last week's jaguar/ ocelot trail camera photo. Please let me
know if you have any suggested edits and I'll get it distributed once | have received approval.

Thanksi

Regards,

Lynda Lambert

Public Information Officer

Arizona Game and Fish Department
T:623.236.7203

C:602.531.2393

F:623.236.7903

llambert@azgfd.gov






Eric Gardner

From; Jones, Larry -FS <ljones02@fs.fed.us>
Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2012 12:08 PM
To: Eric Gardner

Cc: Tim Snow; Larry Riley

Subject: RE: Releasable info on Jag sighting
Attachments: Rosemont_action_area.pdf

Eric—

No problem...thanks for the input. | am attaching a {poor-quality) map of the action area (the dashed line)...let me know
if you need something nicer. Basically county line to just above I-10 and the Santa Rita Mountains to upper Cienega
'Creek. The proposed critical habitat follows the mountains, plus a connector in Empire Mts, so part of it is in part of the
action area (two subunits). The perimeter fence on the figure is basically the footprint of the copper mine and
associated facilities and features. The action area is a larger effects analysis area.

--Larry Jones

From: Eric Gardner [mailto:EGardner@azgfd.qov]
Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2012 11:00 AM
To: Jones, Larry -FS

Cc: Tim Snow; Larry Riley

Subject: RE: Releasable info on Jag sighting

Hi Larry,

Sorry for the delay. | Haven't forgotten your request and in fact spoke with Larry Riley about it yesterday and today and
intended to give you a call. We will get you what you need and recognize your obligation to include the info in you
evaluation. Let me run your two options by Mr. Riley and I'll get back to you.

Is there a map you can send me showing the Action areo NN < the Santa Ritas? That would help me a lot.

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief

Arizona Game and Fish Beparunent
50603, Carcfree Highw s

Phocenix, AZ 85086-5000

Work: (623) 236-7507

Your Wildlite is the
Heritage Fund's Legacy

Making & Cifference for Canser:ation

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the latest news and information on wildlife issues and events. outdoor
tips, education programs. regulations. and more. http://www.azefd.gov eservices/subscribe.shum|




From: Jones, Larry -FS [mailto:ljones02@fs.fed.us]
Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2012 10:57 AM

To: Tim Snow; Eric Gardner
Cc: Stamer, Marc -FS
Subject: Releasable info on Jag sighting

Tim and Erig-—

I know this is sensitive info, but for our supplemental Rosemont Biological Assessment, we need to include new info on
the recent Jaguar sighting as part of our update on Jaguars and proposed critical habitat in the Rosemont vicinity. How
about this? Can | say there was a confirmed sighting in Sept 2012 using camera traps within proposed Jaguar critical
habitat within the Rosemont action area (much larger area than (IR This then means betwee

If not that, northern Santa Ritas? | can’t think the info will be a secret for too
long anyway, and FWS is probably privy to the location, but it is my job (and legal obligation) to incorporate any
pertinent info in my biological assessment and formal conference for Jaguar for the proposed copper mine. This is
crucial info, because this would provide unequivocal proof that Jaguars have been detected within the action area {until
this record, we cannot say that). | don’t think we need to have coordinates, but if the record is too fuzzed, it won't mean
much for a biological assessment or conferencing. Having said that, there would be absolutely no change in ESA
determinations for Jaguar or proposed critical habitat.

Thanks!

--Larry Jones

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended recipients. Any
unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the information it contains may violate the
law and subject the violator to civil or criminal penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error,
please notify the sender and delete the email immediately.



Biological Assessment
Rosemont Copper Company Project, Santa Rita Mountains, Nogales Ranger District
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James Driscoll

From: Mark A. Hart

Sent: Wednesday, October 31, 2012 11:04 AM

To: James Driscoll

Subject: FW: Follow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photo -- for approval

————— Original Message-----

From: Mark A. Hart

Sent: Wednesday, October 1@, 2012 12:10 PM

To: Eric Gardner

Cc: Lynda Lambert

Subject: RE: Follow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photo -- for approval

Eric, I would not say "a related series of photos" unless we are prepared to make them
available upon request, cropped as was the "tail" photo we released.

Please bear in mind that two of the six images have —in the immediate

background.
Mark

————— Original Message-----

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 20612 11:83 AM

To: Lynda Lambert; Larry Voyles; Gary R. Hovatter; Leonard Ordway; Ty Gray; Larry Riley; Raul
Vega; Bill Vanpelt; Tim Snow

Cc: Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Tom Cadden; Mark A. Hart

Subject: RE: Follow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photo -- for approval

I changed up the second paragraph. See what you think.

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief

Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 W. Carefree Highway
Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000

Work: (623) 236-7507

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the latest news and information on wildlife issues and
events, outdoor tips, education programs, regulations, and more.
http://www.azgfd.gov/eservices/subscribe.shtml

————— Original Message-----
From: Lynda Lambert
Sent: Wednesday, October 1@, 2012 10:18 AM
To: Lynda Lambert; Larry Voyles; Gary R. Hovatter; Leonard Ordway; Ty Gray; Larry Riley; Raul
Vega; Eric Gardner; Bill vanpelt; Tim Snow
Cc: Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Tom Cadden; Mark A. Hart
15



Subject: Follow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photo -- for approval

Hi,

Attached is a draft news release that provides follow-up to last week's jaguar/ ocelot trail
camera photo. Please let me know if you have any suggested edits and I'll get it distributed
once I have received approval.

Thanks !

Regards,

Lynda Lambert

Public Information Officer
Arizona Game and Fish Department
T: 623.236.7283

C: 662.531.2393

F: 623.236.7903

1llambert@azgfd.gov
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James Driscoll

From: Mark A. Hart

Sent: Woednesday, October 31, 2012 11:03 AM

To: James Driscoli

Subject: FW: Follow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photo -- for approval

----- Original Message-----

From: Mark A. Hart

Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2012 12:16 PM

To: Eric Gardner

Cc: Lynda Lambert

Subject: RE: Follow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photo -- for approval

Yes, I think "size comparison with other animals" would be better.
Thanks,
Mark

----- Original Message-----

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Wednesday, October 1@, 2012 12:13 PM

To: Mark A. Hart

Cc: Lynda Lambert

Subject: RE: Follow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photo -- for approval

Yeah, I thought of that but we can control what we release and/or we'd have to give up the
full photo anyway for the jaguar. We could change it to say "size comparison with other
animals” and leave it at that....

. Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief

Arizona Game and Fish Department
5600 W. Carefree Highway
Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000

Work: (623) 236-7507

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the latest news and information on wildlife issues and
events, outdoor tips, education programs, regulations, and more.

http://www.azgfd.gov/eservices/subscribe.shtml

----- Original Message-----

From: Mark A, Hart

Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2012 12:18 PM

To: Eric Gardner

Cc: Lynda Lambert

Subject: RE: Follow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photo -- for approval

17



Eric, I would not say "a related series of photos" unless we are prepared to make them
available upon request, cropped as was the "tail" photo we released.

Please bear in mind that two of the six images have—in the immediate

background.
Mark

————— Original Message-----

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Wednesday, October 16, 2012 11:83 AM

To: Lynda Lambert; Larry Voyles; Gary R. Hovatter; Leonard Ordway; Ty Gray; Larry Riley; Raul
Vega; Bill Vanpelt; Tim Snow

Cc: Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Tom Cadden; Mark A. Hart

Subject: RE: Follow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photo -- for approval

I changed up the second paragraph. See what you think.

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief

Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 W. Carefree Highway
Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000

Work: (623) 236-7567

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the latest news and information on wildlife issues and
events, outdoor tips, education programs, regulations, and more.
http://www.azgfd.gov/eservices/subscribe. shtml

----- Original Message-----

From: Lynda Lambert

Sent: Wednesday, October 19, 2012 18:18 AM

To: Lynda Lambert; Larry Voyles; Gary R. Hovatter; Leonard Ordway; Ty Gray; Larry Riley; Raul
Vega; Eric Gardner; Bill Vanpelt; Tim Snow

Cc: Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Tom Cadden; Mark A. Hart

Subject: Follow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photo -- for approval

Hi,

Attached is a draft news release that provides follow-up to last week's jaguar/ ocelot trail
camera photo. Please let me know if you have any suggested edits and I'11 get it distributed
once I have received approval.

Thanks!

Regards,

18



Lynda Lambert

Public Information Officer
Arizona Game and Fish Department
T: 623.236.7203

C: 662.531.2393

F: 623.236.7903

1lambert@azgfd.gov
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Eric Gardner

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2012 1:27 PM
To: ‘Jones, Larry -FS'

Cc: Larry Riley; Raul Vega; Jim Paxon
Subject: RE: Releasable info on Jag sighting

Thanks Larry,
Here are our thoughts on this.

¢ fassume you have the location info as the FWS said they would be contacting you so that permittees could be
contacted related to the U of A study. | have not plotted the location in relation to the Action area but also
assume you have and that your statement about the sighting being in the action area is accurate, Please let me
know if you were expecting me to confirm that as | have not.

* Whiie you are right that the location information will get out to the public at some point, AGFD typically
attempts to restrict the release of such data for a period of time post-sighting to ensure the safety and wellbeing
of the animal.

* The timeline for being cautious with the location data has now increased to allow for the U of A response to
oceur (which may further inform us as to how long to “protect” the location of an area post-sighting. Our ability
to protect the data for that reason has not been tested so | do not know if that is a legitimate justification.

* Correct me if | go astray here, but in my mind the purpose of the B.A. is to ensure that the USFWS is informed of
and thus appropriately considers presence of jaguar in their opinion.

* The FWS has the location information for the sighting and will no doubt adequately consider jaguar in their
analysis.

» Therefore, we'd like to see the FS discuss this sighting at the highest possible level that still accomplishes your
needs and allows you to do your assessment. The USFWS will be able to pinpoint the location as it relates to the

Action Area.

As you noted, you probably don’t need the GPS coordinates in the BA. While the Action Area is pretty large, we'd prefer
to see you make reference to a higher level area, such as “within proposed critical habitat SE of Tucson”, and possibly
narrowing it down to the Santa Ritas or less desirably, the northern Santa Ritas if you feel that is necessary. Note that
AGFD has only made public the location of “SE of Tucson” and baring other needs would prefer to keep things at that
level for a while. We recognize that may not work for you and ask that you consider what is the highest passible level
you can refer to that will suit you needs. However, by doing so you will be narrowing down the location considerably.
Please err on the side >f caution to the extent that you can.

It seems we could (perhaps should) loop the FWS in this discussion but | wanted to leave that to you. Let me know you
thoughts.

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief

Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 W. Carefree Highway

Phoenix, AZ 83086-5000

Work: (623) 236-7507



Your Wildlie is the
Heritage Fund's Legacy

haking a Difference for Conservation

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the latest news and information on wildlife issues and cvents, outdoor
tips, education programs, regulations, and more. hitp:/www.azgfd.gov/eservices/subscribe.shtml

From: Jones, Larry -FS [maflto:ljones02@fs.fed.us]
Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2012 12:08 PM
To: Eric Gardner

Cc: Tim Snow; Larry Riley

Subject: RE: Releasabie info on Jag sighting

Eric—

No problem...thanks for the input. | am attaching a (poor-quality} map of the action area (the dashed line)...let me know
it you need something nicer. Basically county fine to just above I-10 and the Santa Rita Mountains to upper Cienega
'Creek, The proposed critical habitat follows the mountains, plus a connector in Empire Mts, so part of it is in part of the’
faction area (two subunits). The perimeter fence on the figure is basically the footprint of the copper mine and
associated facilities and features. The action area is a larger effects analysis area.

--Larry Jones

From: Eric Gardner [mailto:EGardner@azgfd.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2012 11:00 AM
To: Jones, Larry -FS

Cc: Tim Snow; Larry Riley

Subject: RE: Releasable info on Jag sighting

Hi Larry,

Sorry for the delay. | Haven't forgotten your request and in fact spoke with Larry Riley about it yesterday and today and
intended to give you a call. We will get you what you need and recognize your obligation to include the info in you
evaluation. Let me run your two options by Mr. Riley and V'l get back to you.

Is there a map you can send me showing the Action area—md the Santa Ritas? That would help me a lot.

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief

Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 W. Carefree Highway

Phocnix, AZ 85086-5000

Work: (623) 236-7507



Your Witdlife is the
Heritage Fund's Legacy

lhaking a Difference for Conservation

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the latest news and information on wildlife issues and events, outdoor
tips, education programs, regulations, and more. http://www.azgfd. gov/cservices/subscribe.shtml

From: Jones, Larry -FS [mailto:ijonesG2@fs.fed.us]
Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2012 10:57 AM

To: Tim Snow; Eric Gardner
Cc: Stamer, Marc -FS
Subject: Releasable info on Jag sighting

Tim and Eric—

| know this is sensitive info, but for our supplemental Rosemaont Biological Assessment, we need to include new info on
the recent Jaguar sighting as part of our update on Jaguars and proposed criticai habitat in the Rosemont vicinity. How
about this? Can I say there was a confirmed sighting in Sept 2012 using camera traps within proposed laguar critical
habitat within the Rosemont action area {much larger area than th—This then means between (i
*f not that, northern Santa Ritas? | can’t think the info will be a secret for too
long anyway, and FWS is probably privy to the location, but it is my job {and legal obligation) to incorporate any
pertinent info in my biological assessment and formal conference for Jaguar for the proposed copper mine. This is
crucial info, because this would provide unequivocal proof that Jaguars have been detected within the action area (until
this record, we cannot say that). | don’t think we need to have coordinates, but if the record is too fuzzed, it won’t mean

much for a bioclogical assessment or conferencing. Having said that, there would be absolutely no change in ESA
determinations for Jaguar or proposed critical habitat.

Thanks!

--Larry Jones

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended recipients. Any
unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the information it contains may violate the
law and subject the violator to civil or criminal penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error,
please notify the sender and delete the email immediately.



James Driscoll

From: Raul Vega

Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2012 1:29 PM

To: Gary R. Hovatter; Tim Snow; Eric Gardner; Lynda Lambert, Leonard Ordway; Ty Gray; Larry
Riley; Bill Vanpelt

Cc: Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Tom Cadden; Mark A. Hart; Ben Alteneder; Larry Voyies; Jim
QOdenkirk; Jim Odenkirk; Linda Pollock; Linda Pollock

Subiject: RE: Follow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photo -- for approval

I concur..

RV

Sent with Good (www.good.com)

From: Gary R. Hovatter

Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2012 12:01 PM US Mountain Standard Time

To: Tim Snow; Eric Gardner; Lynda Lambert; Leonard Ordway; Ty Gray; Larry Riley; Raul Vega; Bill Vanpelt
Cc: Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Tom Cadden; Mark A. Hart; Ben Alteneder; Larry Voyles; Jim Odenkirk; Jim
Odenkirk; Linda Pollock; Linda Pollock

Subject: RE: Follow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photo -- for approval

My vote,

I'm good with Eric's edits and | think Tim's comment deserves consideration. Eric and | discussed the very point Tim
raises, i.e., by putting a number do we invite demands for the list of names of the experts with a subsequent pestering of
these folks by the media? That said, a records request will pretty quickly provide that info and | would be surprised if
any of the folks who have helped us will be that surprised if their involvement becomes publicly known, so I'm not sure
we shouldn’t just bite the bullet and give a number? On this point, I'm prepared to defer to the group.

| do think | would like one of these two paragraphs (below) to include a sentence to the effect that jaguar habitat in the
U.S. represents less than 1% of total jaguar habitat. At {ast week's BLM-USFS-USFWS coordination meeting, Steve
Spangle said it was actually something like 17/1000ths of a percent.

"laguars have been protected outside of the United States under the Endangered Species Act since 1973. That
protection was extended to jaguars within the U.S. in 1997, the year after their presence in the Arizona and New Mexico
borderlands was confirmed.

Jaguars once ranged from southern South America through Central America and Mexico and into the southern United
States. It is believed that southern Arizona is the most northern part of the range for a population of jaguars living in
Sonora, Mexico."

--Gary/GF2

From: Tim Snow



Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2012 11:14 AM

To: Eric Gardner; Lynda Lambert; Larry Voyles; Gary R. Hovatter; Leonard Ordway; Ty Gray; Larry Riley; Raul Vega; 8ill
Vanpelt

Cc: Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Tom Cadden; Mark A. Hart

Subject: RE: Follow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photo -- for approval

| agree with Eric's changes and would not add the "nine out of ten" comment (see attached).
--Tim

Tim K. Snow

Region V Nongame Specialist
555 N. Greasewood Road
Tucson, AZ 85745

(520) 388-4449

Sign up for AZGFD eNews - Wildlife news, fishing reports, hunting tips, and more!
Learn more about Fishing and Hunting in AZ or Get Your Licenses Online

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2012 11:03 AM

To: Lynda Lambert; Larry Voyles; Gary R. Hovatter; Lecnard Ordway; Ty Gray; Larry Riley; Raul Vega; Bill Vanpelt; Tim
Snow :

Cc: Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Tom Cadden; Mark A. Hart

Subject: RE: Follow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photo -- for approval

| changed up the second paragraph. See what you think.

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief

Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 W. Carefree Highway
Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000

Work: (623) 236-7507

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the latest news and information on wildlife issues and events, outdoor tips,
education programs, regulations, and more. http://www.azgfd.gov/eservices/subscribe.shtml

From: Lynda Lambert

Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2012 10:18 AM

To: Lynda Lambert; Larry Voyles; Gary R. Hovatter; Lecnard Ordway; Ty Gray; Larry Riley; Raul Vega; Eric Gardner; Bill
Vanpelt; Tim Snow

Cc: Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Tom Cadden; Mark A, Hart



Subject: Follow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photo -- for approval

Hi,

Attached is a draft news release that provides follow-up to last week's jaguar/ ocelot trail camera photo. Please let me
know if you have any suggested edits and I'll get it distributed once | have received approval.

Thanks!

Regards,

Lynda Lambert

Public Information Officer

Arizona Game and Fish Department
T:623.236.7203

C: 602.531.2393

F: 623.236.7503

llambert@azgfd.gov



Eric Gardner

From: Jones, Larry -FS <ljones(2@fs.fed.us>
Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2012 2:16 FM
To: Eric Gardner

Cc: Larry Riley; Rau! Vega; Jim Paxon
Subject: RE: Releasable info on Jag sighting

Thanks Eric. Will talk to FWS to see how to proceed. FYI, [ don’t actually know exactly where it was but the general

description | got was that it was within the action area and—

--Larry Jones

From: Eric Gardner [mailto:EGardner@azgfd.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2012 1:27 PM
To: Jones, Larry -FS

Cc: Larry Riley; Raut Vega; JPaxon@azgfd.gov
Subject: RE: Releasable info on Jag sighting

Thanks Larry,
Here are our thoughts on this.

* 1lassume you have the location info as the FWS said they would be contacting yout so that permittees could be
contacted related to the U of A study. | have not plotted the location in relation to the Action area but also
assume you have and that your statement about the sighting being in the action area is accurate, Please let me
know if you were expecting me to confirm that as ! have not.

s While you are right that the location information will get out to the public at some point, AGFI typically
attempts to restrict the release of such data for a period of time post-sighting to ensure the safety and wellbeing
of the animal.

¢ The timeline for being cautious with the location data has now increased to allow for the U of A response to
occur {which may further inform us as to how long to “protect” the location of an area post-sighting. Our ability
to protect the data for that reason has not been tested so | do not know if that is a legitimate justification.

e Correct me if | go astray here, but in my mind the purpose of the B.A. is to ensure that the USFWS is informed of
and thus appropriately considers presence of jaguar in their opinion.

« The EWS has the focation information for the sighting and will no doubt adegquately consider jaguar in their
analysis,

s Therefore, we'd like to see the FS discuss this sighting at the highest possible level that still accomplishes your
needs and allows you to do your assessment. The USFWS will be able to pinpoint the location as it relates to the
Action Area.

As you noted, you probably don't need the GPS coordinates in the BA, While the Action Area is pretty large, we'd prefer
to see you make reference to a higher level area, such as “within proposed critical habitat SE of Tucson”, and possibly
narrowing it down to the Santa Ritas or less desirably, the northern Santa Ritas if you feel that is necessary. Note that
AGED has only made public the location of “SE of Tucson” and baring other needs would prefer to keep things at that
level for a while. We recognize that may not work for you and ask that you consider what is the highest possible level
you can refer to that will suit you needs. However, by doing so you will be narrowing down the location considerably.
Please err on the side of caution to the extent that you can.

it seems we could {perhaps should) loop the FWS in this discussion but | wanted to leave that to you. Let me know you
thoughts.



Evic Gardner

Nengame Branch Chief

Arizona Game and Fish Department
5600 W, Carefree Highway
Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000

Work: (623) 236-7507

Your Wildlife is the
Heritage Fund's Legacy

Making a Difference for Conservation

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the latest news and information on wildlife issues and events. outdoor
tips. education programs, regulations, and more. http://www.azgtd. gov/eservices/subscribe.shtml

From: Jones, Larry -FS [mailto:ljones02@fs.fed.us]
Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2012 12:08 PM

To: Eric Gardner
Cc: Tim Snow; Larry Riley
Subject: RE: Releasable info on Jag sighting

Evic—

No problem...thanks for the input. | am attaching a (poor-quality) map of the action area {the dashed line}...let me know
if you need something nicer. Basically county line to just above 1-10 and the Santa Rita Mountains to upper Clenega -
{Creek. The proposed critical habitat follows the mountains, plus a connector in Empire Mts, so part of it is in part of the
faction area (two subunits). The perimeter fence on the figure is basically the footprint of the copper mine and
associated facilities and features. The action area is a larger effects analysis area.

--Larry Jones

From: Eric Gardner [mailto:EGardner@azgfd.gov}
Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2012 11:00 AM

To: Jones, Larry -FS
Cc: Tim Snow; Larry Riley
Subject: RE: Releasable info on Jag sighting

Hi Larry,

Sorry for the delay. 1 Haven't forgotten your request and in fact spoke with Larry Riley about it yesterday and today and
intended to give you a call. We will get you what you need and recognize your obligation to include the info in you
evaluation. Let me run your two options by Mr. Riley and Vil get back to you.

Is there a map you can send me showing the Action area( MM = d the Santa Ritas? That would help me a lot.

Eric Gardner
Nongame Branch Chicf
Arizona Game and Fish Department



5080 W, Carefree Highway
Phocenix, AZ 85086-5000
Work: (623) 236-7507

Youp Wildfife is the
Heritage Fund's Legacy}

Making a Difference for Conservation

Sign up for AZGIEFD eNews and receive the latest news and information on wildlifc issues and events, outdoor
tips. education programs, regulations, and more, http://www.azgtd. gov/eservices/subscribe.shtml

From: Jones, Larry -FS [mailto:ljones02@fs.fed,us]
Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2012 10:57 AM

To: Tim Snow; Eric Gardner
Cc: Stamer, Marc -FS
Subject: Releasable info on Jag sighting

Tim and Eric—

I know this is sensitive info, but for our supplemental Rosemont Biological Assessment, we need to include new info on
the recent Jaguar sighting as part of our update on Jaguars and proposed critical habitat in the Rosemont vicinity. How
about this? Can i say there was a confirmed sighting in Sept 2012 using camera traps within proposed Jaguar critical
habitat within the Rosemont action area (much larger area than( Sl P This then means between(ENIED

f not that, northern Santa Ritas? | can’t think the info will be a secret for too
long anyway, and FWS is probably privy to the location, but it is my job {(and legal obligation) to incorporate any
pertinent info in my biclogical assessment and formal conference for Jaguar for the proposed copper mine, This is
crucial info, because this would provide unequivocal proof that Jaguars have been detected within the action area {until
this record, we cannot say that). t don’t think we need to have coordinates, but if the record is too fuzzed, it won’t mean
much for a biological assessment or conferencing. Having said that, there would be absoiutely no change in ESA
determinations for Jaguar or proposed critical habitat.

Thanks!

--Larry Joenes

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended recipients. Any
unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the information it contains may violate the
law and subject the violator to civil or criminal penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error,
please notify the sender and delete the email immediately.



Eric Gardner

From: Lynda Lambert

Sent; Wednesday, October 10, 2012 2:46 PM

To: Gary R. Hovatter, Tim Snow; Eric Gardner; Leonard Ordway; Ty Gray; Larry Rilev; Raul Vega;
Bill Vanpelt

Cc: Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Tom Cadden; Mark A. Hart; Ben Alteneder; Larry Voyles: Jim
Odenkirk; Jim Odenkirk; Linda Pollock; Linda Pollock

Subject: RE: Foliow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photo -- for approval

Attachments: 121010_Trailcam_photo_confirmed_jag nr.doc

Here is a draft reflecting the edits I've received so far. Please let me know if you have any other edits. Otherwise, I will
consider it final and issue it later today.

Lynda

From: Gary R. Hovatter

Sent: Wed 10/10/2012 12:01 PM

To: Tim Snow; Eric Gardner; Lynda Lambert; Leonard Ordway; Ty Gray; Larry Riley; Raul Vega; Bill Vanpelt

Cc: Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Tormn Cadden; Mark A. Hart; Ben Alteneder; Larry Voyles; lim Odenkirk; Jim Odenkirk;
Linda Pollock; Linda Pollock

Subject: RE: Follow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photo -- for approval

My vote,

I'm good with Eric's edits and | think Tim's comment deserves consideration. Eric and | discussed the very point Tim
raises, i.e., by putting a number do we invite demands for the list of names of the experts with a subsequent pestering of
these folks by the media? That said, a records request will pretty quickly provide that info and | would be surprised if
any of the folks who have helped us will be that surprised if their involvement becomes publicly known, so I'm not sure
we shouldn't just bite the bullet and give a number? On this point, I'm prepared to defer to the group.

t do think | would like one of these two paragraphs {below) to include a sentence to the effect that jaguar habitat in the
U.S. represents less than 1% of total jaguar habitat. At last week's BLM-USFS-USFWS coordination meeting, Steve
Spangle said it was actually something like 17/1000ths of a percent.

"Jaguars have been protected outside of the United States under the Endangered Species Act since 1973. That
protection was extended to jaguars within the U.S. in 1997, the year after their presence in the Arizona and New Mexico
borderlands was confirmed.



Jaguars once ranged from sguthern South America through Central Ameri- a and Mexico and into the southern United
States. it is believed that southern Arizona is the most northern part of the range for a population of jaguars living in
Sonara, Mexico."

—Gary/GF2

From: Tim Snow

Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2012 11:14 AM

To: Eric Gardner; Lynda Lambert; Larry Voyles; Gary R. Hovatter; Leonard Qrdway; Ty Gray; Larry Riley; Raul Vega; Bill
Vanpelt

Cc: Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Tom Cadden; Mark A. Hart

Subject: RE: Follow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photo -- for approval

| agree with Eric's changes and would not add the "nine out of ten" comment (see attached).

- Tim

Tim K. Snow

Region V Nongame Specialist
555 N. Greasewood Road
Tucson, AZ 85745

(520) 388-4449

Sign up for AZGFD eNews - Wildlife news, fishing reports, hunting tips, and more!

Learn more about Fishing and Hunting in AZ or Get Your Licenses Online



From: Eric Gardner
Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2012 11:03 AM

To: Lynda Lambert; Larry Voyles; Gary R. Hovatter; Leonard Qrdway; Ty Gray; Larry Riley; Raul Vega; Bill Vanpelt; Tim
Snow

Cc: Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Tom Cadden; Mark A. Hart

Subject: RE: Follow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photo -- for approval

| changed up the second paragraph. See what you think.

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief

Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 W. Carefree Highway
Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000

Waork: (623} 236-7507

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the latest news and information on wildlife issues and events, outdoor tips,
education programs, regulations, and more. http.//www.azgfd.gov/eservices/subscribe.shtml
<http://www.azgfd.gov/eservices/subscribe.shtml>

From: Lynda Lambert



Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2012 10:18 AM

To: Lynda Lambert; Larry Voyles; Gary R. Hovatter; Leonard Ordway; Ty Gray; Larry Ritey; Raul Vega; Eric Gardner; Bill
Vanpelt; Tim Snow

Cc: Beb Broscheid; lim Paxon; Tom Cadden; Mark A. Hart

Subject: Follow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photo -- for approval

Hi,

Attached is a draft news release that provides follow-up to last week's jaguar/ ocelot trail camera photo. Please let me
know if you have any suggested edits and I'll get it distributed once | have received approval.

Thanks!

Regards,

Lynda Lambert

Public Information Officer

Arizona Game and Fish Department

T:623.236.7203

€:602.531.2393



F: 623.236.79G3

llambert@azgfd.gov <mailto:llambert@azgfd.gov>




Contact
Mark A. Hart (520) 388-4445
Public Information Officer, Tucson

Lynda Lambert (623) 236-7203
Public Information Officer, Phoenix

Arizona Game and Fish Department
NEWS RELEASE

For immediate release, Oct. 10, 2012

Scientific community agrees with Game and Fish biologists that photo depicts
a jaguar

TUCSON, Ariz. — After a thorough analysis by multiple Arizona Game and Fish biologists and
external experts from the scientific community, the consensus is that last week’s trail camera
photo depicts a jaguar. The photo was captured in late September by a hunter's trail camera
southeast of Tucson, but identification of the species was more difficult because the photo
shows only the tail and a small portion of a hind quarter of the animal.

*Analysis of the spot pattern on the tail as well as the animal’s size when compared to the
surrounding vegetation and to other animals led us to believe the photo showed a jaguar.
Without biasing the resuilts by announcing our in-house conclusions, we asked others that work
with large cat conservation to weigh in because of the limited information the photo provided,”
said Game and Fish Nongame Branch Chief Eric Gardner.

Sportsmen are an important resource for biologists to learn more about large carnivores,
especially elusive cats like the jaguar and ocelot. Four of the last five confirmed jaguar sightings
in Arizona have been reported by hunters, who all took responsible action to document the
animal and report it to Game and Fish. Sportsmen also provided Game and Fish with two sets
of trail camera photos of an ocelot in the Huachuca Mountains in 2012. These hunters have
provided biotogists with critical information that may not otherwise be known, information that
will help increase the understanding of these species’ existence in the borderland area.

Jaguars have been protected outside of the United States under the Endangered Species
Act since 1973. That protection was extended to jaguars within the U.S. in 1997, the year after
their presence in the Arizona and New Mexico bordertands was confirmed.

Jaguars once ranged from southern South America through Central America and Mexico and
into the southern United States. It is believed that southern Arizona is the most northern part of
the range for a population of jaguars living in Sonora, Mexico and that the United States
contains less than one percent of the jaguars’ total habitat.

Jaguars are protected by the Endangered Species Act and should be left alone. The
department asks anyone that encounters a cat believed to be a jaguar or ocelot to report the
sighting along with photos (if available) to the department or through the Operation Game Thief
hotline at (800) 352-0700.

-30-



New endangered cat pholo Page 2 of 2
The Arizona Game and Fish Department prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, sex, national origin, age,
disabiiity in its programs and activities. If anyone believes they have been discriminated against in any Game and
Fish program or activity, including its employment practices, the individual may file a complaint alleging discrimination
directly with the Game and Fish Direclor's Office, 5000 W. Carefree Highway, Phx., AZ 85086, (602) 942-3000 or
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 4040 N. Fairfax Dr., Ste. 130, Arlington, VA 22203. if you require this document in an
alternative format, please contact the Game and Fish Director's Office as listed above or by calling TTY at (800) 367-
£939.



James Driscoll

From: Mark A. Hart

Sent: Wednesday, October 31, 2012 11:03 AM

To: James Driscoll

Subject: FW: Follow-up news release to jaguar trait cam photo -- for approval

----- Original Message-----

From: Mark A. Hart

Sent: Wednesday, October 1@, 2012 2:50 PM

To: Lynda Lambert

Cc: Raul Vega

Subject: RE: Follow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photo -- for approval

Thanks, Lynda. Looks good.

————— Original Message-----

From: Lynda Lambert

Sent: Wednesday, October 18, 2812 2:46 PM

To: Gary R. Hovatter; Tim Snow; Eric Gardner; Lecnard Ordway; Ty Gray; Larry Riley; Raul
Vega; Bill Vanpelt

Cc: Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Tom Cadden; Mark A. Hart; Ben Alteneder; Larry Voyles; Jim
Odenkirk; Jim Odenkirk; Linda Pollock; Linda Pollock

Subject: RE: Follow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photo -- for approval

Here is a draft reflecting the edits I've received so far. Please let me know if you have any
other edits. Otherwise, I will consider it final and issue it later today.

Lynda

----- Criginal Message-----

From: Gary R. Hovatter

Sent: Wed 106/18/2012 12:81 PM

To: Tim Snow; Eric Gardner; Lynda Lambert; Leonard Ordway; Ty Gray; Larry Riley; Raul Vega;
Bill vanpelt

Cc: Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Tom Cadden; Mark A. Hart; Ben Alteneder; Larry Voyles; Jim
Odenkirk; 2Zim Odenkirk; Linda Pollock; Linda Pollock

Subject: RE: Follow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photo -- for approval

My vote,

I'm good with Eric's edits and I think Tim's comment deserves consideration. Eric and I
discussed the very point Tim raises, i.e., by putting a number do we invite demands for the
list of names of the experts with a subsequent pestering of these folks by the media? That
said, a records request will pretty quickly provide that info and I would be surprised if any
of the folks who have helped us will be that surprised if their involvement becomes publicly
known, so I'm not sure we shouldn't just bite the bullet and give a number? On this point,
I'm prepared to defer to the group.
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I do think I would like one of these two paragraphs (below) to include a sentence to the
effect that jaguar habitat in the U.S. represents less than 1% of total jaguar habitat. At
last week's BLM-USFS-USFWS coordination meeting, Steve Spangle said it was actually something
like 17/1000ths of a percent.

"Jaguars have been protected outside of the United States under the Endangered Species Act
since 1973. That protection was extended to jaguars within the U.S. in 1997, the year after
their presence in the Arizona and New Mexico borderlands was confirmed.

Jaguars once ranged from southern South America through Central America and Mexico and into
the southern United States. It is believed that southern Arizona is the most northern part of
the range for a population of jaguars living in Sonora, Mexico.”

--Gary/GF2

————— Original Message-----

From: Tim Snow

Sent: Wednesday, October 18, 2012 11:14 AM

To: Eric Gardner; Lynda Lambert; Larry Voyles; Gary R. Hovatter; Leonard Ordway; Ty Gray;
Larry Riley; Raul Vega; Bill Vanpelt

Cc: Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Tom Cadden; Mark A. Hart

Subject: RE: Follow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photo -- for approval

I agree with Eric's changes and would not add the "nine out of ten” comment (see attached).

=~ Tim

Tim K. Snow

Region V Nongame Specialist

555 N. Greasewood Road

Tucson, AZ B5745

(520) 388-4449

21



Sign up for AZGFD eNews - Wildlife news, fishing reports, hunting tips, and more!

Learn more about Fishing and Hunting in AZ or Get Your Licenses Online

From: Eric Gardner
Sent: Wednesday, October 18, 2012 11:63 AM

To: Lynda Lambert; Larry Voyles; Gary R. Hovatter; Leonard Ordway; Ty Gray; Larry Riley; Raul
Vega; Bill Vanpelt; Tim Snow

Cc: Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Tom Cadden; Mark A. Hart

Subject: RE: Follow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photo -- for approval

I changed up the second paragraph. See what you think.

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief

Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 W. Carefree Highway
Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000

Work: (623) 236-7587

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the latest news and information on wildlife issues and
events, outdoor tips, education programs, regulations, and more.
http://www.azgfd.gov/eservices/subscribe.shtml
<http://www.azgfd.gov/eservices/subscribe.shtml>
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From: Lynda Lambert
Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2812 10:18 AM

To: Lynda Lambert; Larry Voyles; Gary R. Hovatter; Leonard Ordway; Ty Gray; Larry Riley; Raul
Vega; Eric Gardner; Bill Vanpelt; Tim Snow

Cc: Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Tom Cadden; Mark A. Hart

Subject: Follow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photo -- for approval

Hi,

Attached is a draft news release that provides follow-up to last week's jaguar/ ocelot trail
camera photo. Please let me know if you have any suggested edits and I'll get it distributed
once I have received approval.

Thanks!

Regards,

Lynda Lambert

Public Information Officer

Arizona Game and Fish Department

T: 623.236.7203

C: 602.531.2393

23



F: 623.236.79@3

llambert@azgfd.gov <mailto:llambert@azgfd.gov>
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James Driscoll

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2012 3:09 PM

To: Lynda Lambert, Gary R. Hovatter; Tim Snow; Leonard Ordway; Ty Gray; Larry Riley; Raul
Vega, Bill Vanpeit

Cc: Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Tom Cadden; Mark A. Hart, Ben Alteneder; Larry Voyles; Jim
Odenkirk; Jim Qdenkirk; Linda Pollock; Linda Pollock

Subject: RE: Follow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photo -- for approval

I'm good with it.

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief

Arizona Game and Fish Department
5008 W. Carefree Highway
Phoenix, AZ 85086-50060

Work: (623) 236-75@7

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the latest news and information on wildlife issues and
events, outdoor tips, education programs, regulations, and more.
http://www.azgfd.gov/eservices/subscribe.shtml

————— Original Message-----

From: Lynda Lambert

Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2812 2:46 PM

To: Gary R. Hovatter; Tim Snow; Eric Gardner; Leonard Ordway; Ty Gray; Larry Riley; Raul
Vega; Bill Vanpelt

Cc: Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Tom Cadden; Mark A. Hart; Ben Alteneder; Larry Voyles; Jim
Odenkirk; Jim Odenkirk; Linda Pollock; Linda Pollock

Subject: RE: Follow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photo -- for approval

Here is a draft reflecting the edits I've received so far. Please let me know if you have any
other edits. Otherwise, I will consider it final and issue it later today.

Lynda

----- Original Message-----

From: Gary R. Hovatter

Sent: Wed 18/16/2012 12:81 PM

To: Tim Snow; Eric Gardner; Lynda Lambert; Leonard Ordway; Ty Gray; Larry Riley; Raul Vega;
Bill Vanpelt

Cc: Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Tom Cadden; Mark A. Hart; Ben Alteneder; Larry Voyles; lJim
Odenkirk; Jim Odenkirk; Linda Pollock; Linda Pollock

Subject: RE: Follow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photo -- for approval

My vote,



I'm good with Eric's edits and I think Tim's comment deserves consideration. Eric and I
discussed the very point Tim raises, i.e., by putting a number do we invite demands for the
list of names of the experts with a subsequent pestering of these folks by the media? That
said, a records request will pretty quickly provide that info and I would be surprised if any
of the folks who have helped us will be that surprised if their involvement becomes publicly
known, so I'm not sure we shouldn't just bite the bullet and give a number? On this point,
I'm prepared to defer to the group.

I do think I would like one of these two paragraphs (below) to include a sentence to the
effect that jaguar habitat in the U.S. represents less than 1% of total jaguar habitat. At
last week’s BLM-USFS-USFWS coordination meeting, Steve Spangle said it was actually something
like 17/10@@ths of a percent,

"Jaguars have been protected outside of the United States under the Endangered Species Act
since 1973. That protection was extended to jaguars within the V.S, in 1997, the year after
their presence in the Arizona and New Mexico borderlands was confirmed.

Jaguars once ranged from southern South America through Central America and Mexiceo.and into
the southern United States. It is believed that southern Arizona is the most northern part of
the range for a population of jaguars living in Sonora, Mexico."

--Gary/GF2

————— Original Message-----

From: Tim Snow

Sent: Wednesday, October 18, 2012 11:14 AM

To: Eric Gardner; Lynda Lambert; Larry Voyles; Gary R. Hovatter; Leonard Ordway; Ty Gray;
Larry Riley; Raul Vega; Bill Vanpelt

Cc: Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Tom Cadden; Mark A. Hart

Subject: RE: Follow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photo -- for approval

I agree with Eric's changes and would not add the "nine out of ten" comment (see attached).

-- Tim

Tim K. Snow

Region V Nongame Specialist



555 N. Greasewood Road
Tucson, AZ 85745

(520) 388-4449

Sign up for AZGFD eNews - Wildlife news, fishing reports, hunting tips, and more!

Learn more about Fishing and Hunting in AZ or Get Your Licenses Online

From: Eric Gardner
Sent: Wednesday, October 18, 2012 11:03 AM

To: Lynda Lambert; Larry Voyles; Gary R. Hovatter; Leonard Ordway; Ty Gray; Larry Riley; Raul
Vega; Bill Vanpelt; Tim Snow

Cc: Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Tom Cadden; Mark A. Hart

Subject: RE: Follow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photeo -- for approval
I changed up the second paragraph. See what you think.

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief

Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 W. Carefree Highway
Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000

Work: (623) 236-7507



Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the latest news and information on wildlife issues and
events, outdoor tips, education programs, regulations, and more.
http://www.azgfd.gov/eservices/subscribe. shtml

<http://www.azgfd. gov/eservices/subscribe.shtml>

From: Lynda Lambert
Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2012 10:18 AM

To: Lynda Lambert; Larry Voyles; Gary R, Hovatter; Leonard Ordway; Ty Gray; Larry Riley; Raul
Vega; Eric Gardner; Bill Vanpelt; Tim Snow

Cc: Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Tom Cadden; Mark A. Hart

Subject: Follow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photo -- for approval

Hi,

Attached is a draft news release that provides follow-up to last week’'s jaguar/ ocelot trail
camera photo. Please let me know if you have any suggested edits and I'll get it distributed
once I have received approval.

Thanks!

Regards,

Lynda Lambert

Public Information Officer



Arizona Game and Fish Department

T: 623.236.7203

C: 602.,531.2393

F: 623.236.7983

1lambert@azgfd.gov <mailto:llambert@azgfd.gov>



James Driscoll

From: Jim Paxon

Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2012 3:28 PM

To: Lynda Lambert; Gary R. Hovatter; Tim Snow; Eric Gardner; Leonard Ordway; Ty Gray; Larry
Riley; Raul Vega; Bill Vanpelt

Cc: Bob Broscheid; Tom Cadden; Mark A. Hart, Ben Alteneder; Larry Voyles; Jim Odenkirk; Jim
Qdenkirk; Linda Pollock: Linda Pollock

Subject: RE: Follow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photo -- for approval

Lynda, Looks good to me. When do we plan to launch? Expect a call from Tony wanting the names of
evaluators. Jim

Sent with Good (www.good.com)

From: Lynda Lambert

Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2012 02:48 PM US Mountain Standard Time

To: Gary R. Hovatter; Tim Snow; Eric Gardner; Leonard Ordway; Ty Gray; Larry Riley; Raul Vega; Bill
Vanpelt

Ce: Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Tom Cadden; Mark A. Hart; Ben Alteneder; Larry Voyles; Jim Odenkirk; Jim
Odenkirk; Linda Pollock; Linda Pollock

Subject: RE: Follow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photo -- for approval

Here is a draft reflecting the edits I've received so far. Please let me know if you have any other edits. Otherwise, I will consider it
final and issue it ater today.

Lynda

From: Gary R. Hovatter

Sent: Wed 10/10/2012 12:01 PM

To: Tim Snow; Eric Gardner; Lynda Lambert; Leonard Ordway; Ty Gray; Larry Riley; Raul Vega; Bill Vanpelt

Cc: Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Tom Cadden; Mark A. Hart; Ben Alteneder; Larry Voyles; Jim Odenkirk: Jim Odenkirk; Linda
Pollock; Linda Pollock

Subject: RE: Follow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photo -- for approval

My vote,

I'm good with Eric’s edits and [ think Tim's comment deserves consideration. Eric and I discussed the very point Tim raises, i.e., by
putting a number do we invite demands for the list of names of the experts with a subsequent pestering of these folks by the media?
That said, a records request will pretty quickly provide that info and | would be surprised if any of the folks who have helped us will
be that surprised if their involvement becomes publicly known, so I'm not sure we shouldn't just bite the builet and give a number? On
this point, I'm prepared to defer to the group.



I do think I would like one of these two paragraphs (below) to include a sentence to the effect that Jjaguar habitat in the U).S. represents
less than 1% of total jaguar habitat. At last week's BLM-USFS-USFWS coordination meeting, Steve Spangle said it was actually
something like 17/1000ths of a percent,

"Jaguars have been protected outside of the United States under the Endangered Species Act since 1973. That protection was extended
to jaguars within the U.S. in 1997, the year after their presence in the Arizona and New Mexico borderlands was confirmed.

Jaguars once ranged from southern South America through Central America and Mexico and into the southern United States. It is
belicved that southern Arizona is the most northern part of the range for a population of jaguars living in Sonora, Mexico."

--Gary/GF2

From: Tim Snow

Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2012 11:14 AM

To: Eric Gardner; Lynda Lambert; Larry Voyles; Gary R. Hovatter; Leonard Ordway; Ty Gray; Larry Riley; Raul Vega; Bill Vanpelt
Cc: Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Tom Cadden; Mark A. Hart

Subject: RE: Follow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photo -- for approval

I agree with Eric's changes and would not add the "nine out of ten" comment (see attached).

-- Tim

Tim K. Snow

Region V Nongame Specialist
555 N. Greasewood Road
Tucson, AZ 85745

(520) 388-4449

Sign up for AZGFD eNews - Wildlife news, fishing reports, hunting tips, and more!

Learn more about Fishing and Hunting in AZ or Get Your Licenses Online
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From; Eric Gardner

Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2012 11:03 AM

To: Lynda Lambert; Larry Voyles; Gary R. Hovatter; Leonard Ordway; Ty Gray; Larry Riley; Raul Vega; Bill Vanpelt; Tim Snow
Cc: Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Tom Cadden; Mark A. Hart

Subject: RE: Follow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photo -- for approval
I changed up the second paragraph. See what you think.

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief

Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 W. Carefree Highway
Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000

Work: (623) 236-7507

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the latest news and information on wildlife issues and events, outdoor tips, education
programs, regulations, and more. http://www.azgfd.gov/eservices/subscribe.shtmi <htip://www.azgfd. gov/eservices/subscribe.shimi>

From: Lynda Lambert
Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2012 [0:18 AM

To: Lynda Lambert; Larry Voyles; Gary R. Hovatter; Leonard Ordway; Ty Gray; Larry Riley;, Raul Vega; Eric Gardner; Bill Vanpelt;
Tim Snow

Cc: Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Tom Cadden; Mark A. Hart

Subject: Follow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photo -- for approval



Attached is a draft news release that provides follow-up to last week's jagnar/ ocelot trail camera photo. Please let me know if you
have any suggested edits and I'll get it distributed once | have received approval. ’

Thanks!

Regards,

Lynda Lambert

Public Information Officer

Arizona Game and Fish Department

T: 623.236.7203

C:602.531.2393

F: 623.236.7903

Nambert@azgfd.gov <maiito:llambert@azgfd.gov>







James Driscoll

From: Mark A. Hart

Sent: Wednesday, October 31, 2012 11:11 AM

To: James Driscoll

Subject: FW: Follow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photo -- for approval

From: Mark A. Hart

Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2012 3:54 PM

To: Lynda Lambert

Cc: Jim Paxon

Subject: FW: Follow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photo -- for approval

Lynda, just FYl Tony Davis is already aware that Howard Quigley of Panthera was an evaluator as Mr. Quigley knows
Tony and gave us permission to release his name.

Also granting permission was Mitch Sternberg of the USFWS Laguna Atacosta National Willdife Refuge in south Texas.

Mark

From: Jim Paxan

Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2012 3:28 PM

To: Lynda Lambert; Gary R. Hovatter; Tim Snow; Eric Gardner; Leonard Ordway; Ty Gray; Larry Riley; Raul Vega; Bill
Vanpelt

Cc: Bob Broscheid; Tom Cadden; Mark A. Hart; Ben Alteneder; Larry Voyles; Jim Odenkirk; Jim Odenkirk; Linda Pollock;
Linda Pollock .

Subject: RE: Follow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photo -- for approval

Lynda, Looks good to me. When do we plan to launch? Expect a call from Tony wanting the names of
evaluators. Jim

Sent with Good (www.good.com)

From: Lynda Lambert

Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2012 02:48 PM US Mountain Standard Time

To: Gary R. Hovatter; Tim Snow; Eric Gardner; Leonard Ordway; Ty Gray; Larry Riley; Raul Vega; Bill
Vanpelt

Ce: Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Tom Cadden; Mark A. Hart; Ben Alteneder; Larry Voyles; Jim Qdenkirk; Jim
Odenkirk; Linda Pollock; Linda Pollock

Subject: RE: Follow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photo -- for approval

Here is a draft reflecting the edits I've received so far. Please let me know if you have any other edits. Otherwise, I will consider it
final and issue it later today.



Lynda

From: Gary R, Hovatter

Sent: Wed 10/10/2012 12:01 PM

To: Tim Snow; Eric Gardner; Lynda Lambert; Leonard Ordway; Ty Gray; Larry Riley; Raul Vega; Bill Vanpelt

Cc: Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Tom Cadden; Mark A. Hart; Ben Alteneder; Larry Voyles; Jim Odenkirk; Jim Odenkirk; Linda
Pollock; Linda Pollock

Subject: RE: Follow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photo -- for approval

My vote,

I'm good with Eric's edits and I think Tim's comment deserves consideration. Eric and I discussed the very point Tim raises, i.e., by
putting a number do we invite demands for the list of names of the experts with a subsequent pestering of these folks by the media?
That said, a records request will pretty quickly provide that info and | would be surprised if any of the folks who have helped us will
be that surprised if their involvement becomes publicly known, so I'm not sure we shouldn't just bite the bullet and give a number? On
this point, I'm prepared to defer to the group.

1 do think I would like one of these two paragraphs (below) to include a sentence to the effect that jaguar habitat in the U.S. represents
less than 1% of total jaguar habitat. At last week's BLM-USFS-USFWS coordination meeting, Steve Spangle said it was actually
something iike 17/1000ths of a percent.

“Jaguars have been protected outside of the United States under the Endangered Species Act since 1973. That protection was extended
to jaguars within the U.S. in 1997, the year afler their presence in the Arizona and New Mexico borderlands was confirmed.

Jaguars once ranged from southern South America through Central America and Mexico and into the southem United States. It is
believed that southern Arizona is the most northern part of the range for a population of jaguars living in Sonora, Mexico,"

--Gary/GF2

----- Original Message-----

From: Tim Snow

Sent: Wednesday, October 10,2012 11:14 AM

To: Eric Gardner; Lynda Lambert; Lairy Voyles; Gary R. Hovatter; Leonard Ordway; Ty Gray; Larry Riley; Raul Vega; Bill Vanpelt
Cc: Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Tom Cadden; Mark A. Hart

Subject: RE: Follow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photo -- for approval

1 agree with Eric's changes and would not add the "nine out of ten” comment (see attached).

-- Tim



Tim K. Snow

Region V Nongame Specialist
555 N. Greasewood Road
Tucson, AZ 85745

(520) 388-4449

Sign up for AZGFD eNews - Wildlife news, fishing reports, hunting tips, and more!

Learn more about Fishing and Hunting in AZ or Get Your Licenses Online

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2012 11:03 AM

To: Lynda Lambert; Larry Voyles; Gary R. Hovatter; Leonard Ordway; Ty Gray; Larry Riley; Raul Vega; Bill Vanpelt; Tim Snow
Cc: Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Tom Cadden; Mark A. Hart

Subject; RE: Follow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photo -- for approval

I changed up the second paragraph. See what you think,

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief

Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 W. Carefree Highway
Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000

Work: (623) 236-7507

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the latest news and information on wildlife issues and events, outdoor tips, education
programs, regulations, and more. http.//www.azgfd.gov/eservices/subscribe.shtim] <http://www.azgfd.gov/eservices/subscribe.shtmi>
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----- Original Message-----
From: Lynda Lambert
Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2012 10:18 AM

To: Lynda Lambert; Larry Voyles; Gary R. Hovatter; Leonard Ordway; Ty Gray; Larry Riley; Raul Vega; Eric Gardner; Bill Vanpelt;
Tim Snow

Cc: Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Tom Cadden; Mark A. Hart

Subject: Follow-up news release to jaguar trail cam photo -- for approval

Attached is a draft news release that provides follow-up to last week's jaguar/ ocelot trail camera photo. Please let me know if you
have any suggested edits and I'll get it distributed once 1 have received approval.

Thanks!

Regards,

Lynda Lambert

Public Information Officer

Arizona Game and Fish Department

T: 623.236.7203



C: 602.531,2393

F: 623.236.7903

Hambert@azgfd.gov <mailto:llambert fd.gov>



James Driscoll

From: Mark A. Hart

Sent: Woednesday, October 31, 2012 11:00 AM

To: James Driscall

Subject: FW: News Release: Scientific community agrees with Game and Fish biologists that photo

depicts a jaguar

From: Mark A, Hart

Sent: Friday, October 12, 2012 10:50 AM

To: Arizona Sonora Desert Mueum; City of Marana; Coalition for Sonoran Desert Protection; Defenders of Wildlife; Friends
of Buenos Aires; Ingrid Saber; Malpai Boderlands Group; Nature Conservancy; Nature Conservancy; Pima County; Pima
County; Pima County; Ravens-Way; Sierra Club; Southern Arizona Rescue Assaciation; Southwest Wings; Tucson
Audubon; Tucsen Audubon; Tucson Herp Society; Tucson Herp Society; Tucson Herp Society; Tucson Herp Society;
Tucson Herp Society; Tucson Herp Society; Tucson Herp Society; UA Dept. of Biology, Wings Over Willcox; Wings Over
Willcox; Arizona BASS Federation; Arizona Bighorn Sheep Society; Arizona Bighorn Sheep Society; Arizona Sportsman's
Journal; Ducks Unlimited; Huachuca Goulds; Huachuca Mountain Bowhunters; Huachuca Mountain Bowhunters; Joe
Fagan; National Wild Turkey Federation; National Wild Turkey Federation; National Wildlife Turkey Federation; Raytheon
Bass Club; Safari Club; South Eastern Arizona Sportsmen Club; Southern Arizona Wildlife Caflers; Southern Arizona
Wildlife Callers; Trout Unlimited; Tucson Rifle Club; Western Gamebird Alliance

Subject: FW: News Release: Scientific community agrees with Game and Fish biologists that photo depicts a jaguar

Contact:

Lynda Lambert (623) 236-7203
Public information Officer,
Phoenix

Mark A. Hart (520) 388-4445
Public Information Officer,
Tucson

Arizona Game and Fish Department

NEWS RELEASE
For immediate release, Oct. 12, 2012

Scientific community agrees with Game and Fish biologists
that photo depicts a jaguar
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TUCSON, Ariz. - After a thorough analysis by multiple Arizona Game

~ and Fish biologists and external experts from the scientific community,
the consensus is that last week's traill camera photo depicts a jaguar.

The photo was captured in late September by a hunter’s trail camera

southeast of Tucson, but identification of the species was more difficult

because the photo shows only the tail and a small portion of a hind

quarter of the animal.

"Analysis of the spot pattern on the x|
tail as well as the animal’s size
when compared to the surrounding
vegetation and to other animals led
us to believe the photo showed a
jaguar. Without biasing the results
by announcing our in-house
conclusions, we asked others that
work with large cat conservation to
weigh in because of the limited
information the photo provided,”
said Game and Fish Nongame
Branch Chief Eric Gardner.

Sportsmen are an important
resource for biologists to learn
more about large carnivores,
especially elusive cats like the
jaguar and ocelot. Four of the last

five confirmed jaguar sightings in
Arizona have been reported by hunters, who all took responsible action
to document the animal and report it to Game and Fish. Sportsmen also
provided Game and Fish with two sets of trail camera photos of an
ocelot in the Huachuca Mountains in 2012. These hunters have
provided biologists with critical information that may not otherwise be
known, information that will help increase the understanding of these
species’ existence in the borderland area.

Jaguars have been protected outside of the United States under the
Endangered Species Act since 1973. That protection was extended to
jaguars within the U.S. in 1997, the year after their presence in the
Arizona and New Mexico borderlands was confirmed.

Jaguars once ranged from southern South America through Central
America and Mexico and into the southern United States. It is believed
that southern Arizona is the most northern part of the range for a
population of jaguars living in Sonora, Mexico and that the United
States contains less than one percent of the jaguars' total habitat.

Jaguars are protected by the Endangered Species Act and should be
left alone. The department asks anyone that encounters a cat believed
to be a jaguar or ocelot to report the sighting along with photos (if
available) to the department or through the Operation Game Thief
hotline at (800) 352-0700.

-30-

The Anizona Game and Fish Department prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, sex,
national origin, age, or disability in its programs and activities. If anyone believes that they have
been discriminated against in any of the AGFD's pragrams or activities, including employment
practices, they may file a complaint with the Director's Office, 5000 W. Carefree Highway,
Phoenix, AZ B5086-5000, (602) 942-3000, or with the Fish and Wildlife Service, 4040 N. Fairfax
Dr. Ste. 130, Arlington, VA 22203. Persons with a disability may request a reasonable
accommodation or this document in an alternative format by contacting the Director's Office as
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listed above.

Unsubscribe from all lists.
Change your E-mail address or subscripligns here.
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James Driscoll

From: Mark A. Hart

Sent: Wednesday, October 31, 2012 10:59 AM
To: James Driscoll

Subject: FW: Kgun request

————— Original Message-----

From: Mark A, Hart

Sent: Friday, October 12, 2012 12:22 PM
To: Diane Tilten

Subject: RE: Kgun request

Calling. Thanks.

----- Original Message-----

From: Diane Tilton

Sent: Friday, October 12, 2012 12:17 PM
To: Mark A. Hart

Subject: Kgun request

Cory Marshall called me last week about jaguar photo looking for more info. I told her that
we had released all that we could at the time. She asked for an interview when we knew more.
She said there was a lot of interest.

Her cell is 488-9714.

Diane Tilton

Arizona Game and Fish Department

Wildlife Manager
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James Driscoll

From: Mark A. Hart

Sent: Wednesday, October 31, 2012 10:5% AM
To: James Driscoll

Subject: FW: AZ Daily Star inquiry re: jaguar

From: Mark A. Hart

Sent: Friday, October 12, 2012 2:01 PM
To: Jim Paxon; Lynda Lambert; Tim Snow
Subject: AZ Daily Star inquiry re: jaguar

F¥Yt, no surprise here.

From: Tony Davim

Sent: Friday, October 1., 1:34 PM

To: Mark A, Hart

Subject: Re: News Release: Scientific community agrees with Game and Fish biologists that photo depicts a jaguar

Mark,

One other question. Of the X number of outside experts that Game and Fish contacted on this question, how
many thought it was a jaguar, how many thought it was an ocelot and how many said they couldn't tell from the
picture which it was?

Thank you and sincerely,

Tony Davis
Reporter
Arizona Daily Star

On Oct 12, 2012, at 9:33 AM, Mark A. Hart wrote:

Contact:

Lynda Lambert (623) 236-7203
Public Information Officer,
Phoenix

Mark A. Hart (520) 388-4445
Public Information Officer,
Tucson

Arizona Game and Fish Department

NEWS RELEASE
For immediate release, Oct. 12, 2012

Scientific community agrees with Game and Fish biologists
that photo depicts a jaguar

TUCSON, Ariz. - After a thorough analysis by multiple Arizona Game
34



and Fish biologists and external experts from the scientific community,
the consensus is that last week's trail camera photo depicts a jaguar.
The photo was captured in late September by a hunter's trail camera
southeast of Tucson, but identification of the species was more difficult
because the photo shows only the tail and a small portion of a hind
guarter of the animal.

"Analysis of the spot pattern on the x|
tail as well as the animal's size
when compared to the surrounding
vegetation and to other animals led
us to believe the photo showed a
jaguar. Without biasing the results
by announcing our in-house
conclusions, we asked others that
work with large cat conservation to
weigh in because of the limited
information the phote provided,”
said Game and Fish Nongame
Branch Chief Eric Gardner.

Sportsmen are an important
resource for biologists to learn
more about large carnivores,
especially elusive cats like the
jaguar and ocelot. Four of the last
five confirmed jaguar sightings in
Arizona have been reported by hunters, who all took responsible action
tc document the animal and report it to Game and Fish. Sportsmen also
provided Game and Fish with two sets of trail camera photos of an
ccelot in the Huachuca Mountains in 2012. These hunters have
provided biologists with critical information that may not otherwise be
known, information that will help increase the understanding of these
species’ existence in the borderland area.

Jaguars have been protected outside of the United States under the
Endangered Species Act since 1973. That protection was extended to
jaguars within the U.S. in 1997, the year after their presence in the
Arizona and New Mexico borderlands was confirmed.

Jaguars once ranged from southern South America through Central
America and Mexico and into the southern United States. It is believed
that southern Arizona is the most northern part of the range for a
population of jaguars living in Sonora, Mexico and that the United
States contains less than one percent of the jaguars’ total habitat.

Jaguars are protected by the Endangered Species Act and should be
left alone. The department asks anyone that encounters a cat believed
to be a jaguar or oceiot to report the sighting along with photos (if
available) to the department or through the Operation Game Thief
hotline at (800) 352-0700.

-30-

The Arizona Game and Fish Department prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, sex,
national origin, age, or disability in its programs and activities. If anyone believes that they have
been discriminated against in any of the AGFD's programs or activities, including empioyment
practices, they may file a complaint with the Director's Office, 5000 W. Carefree Highway,
Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000, (602) 942-3000, or with the Fish and Wildlife Service, 4040 N. Fairfax
Dr. Ste. 130, Arlington, VA 22203. Persons with a disability may request a reasonable
accommodation or this document in an alternative format by contacting the Direclor's Cffice as
listed above.
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Eric Gardner

From: Jim Paxon

Sent: Friday, October 12, 2012 2:12 PM

To:

Cc: ark A. Hart; Cyn ambert; Eric Gardner
Subject: Large Cat Experts Photo Analysis

Tony, Your request to Mark Hart has been relayed to me. I can tell you that 10 individuals
from the scientific community weighed in on the one photo that we had. Nine concluded Jaguar
and one was undecided. Best, Jim

Jim Paxon, Information Branch Chief
Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 West Carefree Highway IEIN
Phoenix AZ 85086

Phone 623.236.7226 / Cell 602.920.8053

lpaxon@azafd.qgov / Fax 623.236.7903

www.azgfd.gov
Click here to sign up for AZGFD eNEWS




James Driscoll

From: Mark A. Hart

Sent: Wednesday, October 31, 2012 10:59 AM
To: James Driscoll

Subject: FW: Large Cat Experts Photo Analysis

From: Mark A. Hart

Sent: Friday, October 12, 2012 2:14 PM

To: Jim Paxon

Subject: RE: Large Cat Experts Photo Analysis

Thanks, Jim.

Mark

From: Jim Paxon

Sent: Friday, October 12, 2012 2:12 PM

To:

Cc: Mark A. Hart; Lynda Lambert; Eric Gardner
Subject: Large Cat Experts Photo Analysis

Tony, Your request to Mark Hart has been relayed to me. I can tell you that 10 individuals
from the scientific community weighed in on the one photo that we had. Nine concluded jaguar
and one was undecided. Best, Jim

Jim Paxon, Information Branch Chief
Arizena Game and Fish Department

5000 West Carefree Highway IEIN
Phoenix AZ 85086

Phone 623.236.7226 / Cell 602,920.8053
jpaxon@azafd.gov / Fax 623.236,7903

www,azgfd.goy
Click here to sign up for AZGFD eNEWS
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James Driscoll

From: Mark A. Hart

Sent: Wednesday, October 31, 2012 10:58 AM
To: James Driscoll

Subject: FW: AZ Daily Star inquiry re: jaguar

From: Mark A. Hart

Sent: Friday, October 12, 2012 2:16 PM

To: Lynda Lambert

Subject: RE: AZ Daily Star inquiry re: jaguar

Yes, best to keep our sense of humor in such situations.

From: Lynda Lambert

Sent: Friday, Cctober 12, 2012 2:07 PM

To: Mark A, Hart; Jim Paxon; Tim Snow
Subject: RE: AZ Daily Star inquiry re: jaguar

Give him our dental statement...nine out of ten prefer (-:

Regards,

&da embert

Public Information Officer
P: 623.236.7203

C: 602.531.2383
F:623.236.7903

From: Mark A. Hart

Sent: Friday, October 12, 2012 2:01 PM
To: Jim Paxon; Lynda Lambert; Tim Snow
Subject: AZ Daily Star inquiry re: jaguar

FYI, no surprise here.

From: Tony Davis

Sent: Friday, October 12, 2012 1:34 PM

To: Mark A. Hart

Subject: Re: News Release: Scientific community agrees with Game and Fish biologists that phato depicts a jaguar

Mark,

One other question. Of the X number of outside experts that Game and Fish contacted on this question, how
many thought it was a jaguar, how many thought it was an ocelot and how many said they couldn't tell from the
picture which it was?

Thank you and sincerely,

Tony Davis
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Reporter
Arizona Daily Star

On Oct 12, 2012, at 9:33 AM, Mark A. Hart wrote:

Contact:

Lynda Lambert (623) 236-7203
Public Information Officer,
Phoenix

Mark A. Hart (520) 388-4445
Public Information Officer,
Tucson

Arizona Game and Fish Department

NEWS RELEASE
For immediate release, Oct. 12, 2012

Scientific community agrees with Game and Fish biclogists
that photo depicts a jaguar

TUCSON, Ariz. - After a thorough analysis by multipie Arizona Game
and Fish biologists and external experts from the scientific community,
the consensus is that last week’s trail camera photo depicts a jaguar.
The photo was captured in late September by a hunter’s trail camera
southeast of Tucson, but identification of the species was more difficult
because the photo shows only the tail and a small portion of a hind
quarter of the animal.

"Analysis of the spot pattern on the x]
tail as well as the animal's size
when compared to the surrounding
vegetation and to other animals led
us to believe the photo showed a
jaguar. Without biasing the results
by announcing our in-house
conclusions, we asked others that
work with large cat conservation to
weigh in because of the limited
information the photo provided,”
said Game and Fish Nongame
Branch Chief Eric Gardner.

Sportsmen are an important
resource for biologists to learn
more about large carnivores,
especially elusive cats like the
jaguar and ocelot. Four of the last

five confirmed jaguar sightings in
Avrizona have been reported by hunters, who all took responsible action
to document the animal and report it to Game and Fish. Sportsmen also
provided Game and Fish with two sets of trail camera photos of an
ocelot in the Huachuca Mountains in 2012. These hunters have
provided biologists with critical information that may not otherwise be
known, information that will help increase the understanding of these
species’ existence in the borderland area.

Jaguars have been protected outside of the United States under the
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Endangered Species Act since 1973. That protection was extended to
jaguars within the U.S. in 1997, the year after their presence in the
Arizona and New Mexico borderlands was confirmed.

Jaguars once ranged from southern South America through Central
America and Mexico and into the southern United States. It is believed
that southern Arizona is the most northern part of the range for a
population of jaguars living in Sonaora, Mexico and that the United
States contains fess than one percent of the jaguars’ total habitat.

Jaguars are protected by the Endangered Species Act and should be
left alone. The department asks anyone that encounters a cat beiieved
to be a jaguar or ocelot to report the sighting along with photos (if
availabie) to the department or through the Operation Game Thief
hotline at (800) 352-0700.

-30-

The Arizona Game and Fish Depariment prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, sex,
national origin, age, or disability in its programs and activities. If anyone believes that they have
been discriminated against in any of the AGFD's programs or activities, including employment
practices, they may file a complaint with the Director's Office, 5000 W. Carefree Highway.
Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000, (602) 942-3000, or with the Fish and Wildlife Service, 4040 N. Fairfax
Dr. Ste. 130, Arlington, VA 22203. Persons with a disability may reguest a reasonable
accommuadatien or this document in an alternative format by contacting the Director's Office as
listed above.

Unsubscribe from all lists.
Change your E-mail address or subscriptions here.
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James Driscoll

From: Mark A. Hart

Sent: Wednesday, Cctober 31, 2012 10:58 AM
To: James Driscoll

Subject: FW: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?

First in a series.

Mark

From: Mark A. Hart

Sent: Friday, October 12, 2012 3:03 PM

To: Jim Paxon

Subject: FW: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?

FYl, from the Laguna Atacosta National Wildlife Refuge in south Texas.

From: Mitch Sternberg@fws.gov [mailto:Mitch Sternberg@fws.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, October 03, 2012 7:26 PM

To: Eric Gardner
Cc: Mark A. Hart; Tim Snow; Jean Calhoun@fws.gov
Subject: Re: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?

Eric:

You can use me/my name as an outside reference however it suits your needs.

This is without a single doubt a jaguar and not an ocelot. I base my judgment on several factors: 1) the photos were not stretched or
skrunk, 2) the cat in question appears to have a rather longer tail in comparison to the hind leg ( similar to jaguar) and longer than
most ocelots in the region, 3) the lion appears to be a full-sized (or very close to it) adult, and the cat in question is much too large to
be an ocelot, 4) none of the ocelots | have seen from Sonora/Arizona or Texas/Tamaulipas have such a large black tuft on the tip of
their tail as do jaguar and the spotting is more prominent than in most ocelots.

I hope that helps.

Take care,

Mitch Sternberg

From: "Eric Gardner" [EGardner{@azgfd.gov]

Sent: 10/03/2012 02:53 PM MST

To: Mitch Sternberg

Ce: "Mark A. Hart" <MHart@azgfd.gov>; "Tim Snow" <TSnow/{@azgfd.gov>; Jean Calhoun
Subject: FW: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?

Folks, care to weigh in? Also, a local reporter has asked who we are seeking outside opinion from. Let me know
if you have any concerns about releasing your names. Suspect we'll need to ribose them of a formal request is
made but would be good to know if you're okay anyway.

Eric Gardner
Nongame Branch Chief
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623-236-7507
Sent with Good (www.good.com)

----- Original Message-----

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 04:30 PM US Mountain Standard Time

To:

Jody Mays(@fws.gov

Ce: 'marit_alanen@fws.gov'; 'Jean_Calhoun@fws.gov'; 'Erin_Fernandez@fws.gov'; 'Steve_Spangle@fws.gov';
Larry Riley; Gary R. Hovatter; Bob Broscheid; Jim Paxon; Mark A. Hart; Tim Snow; Francisco Abarca; Bill
Vanpelt; Jim Paxon

Subject: Care to try to identify this spotted cat?

Jaguar and Ocelot experts,

I am sorry to intrude upon you once again, but AGFD recently acquired a series of camera trap (trail camera)
photos that include one photo with the tail and a small portion of hindquarter/leg of a spotted cat. We are
seeking outside opinion on species identification, but would of course prefer a more definitive answer if one
can be given based upon the limited amount of information available in the photos. Due to the site being
possibly easy to recognize, we have spliced several photos together and left in a few landmarks that may help
with size. All photos were taken from the same camera at the same location and are not blown up or shrunk
down in the composite, so the animals and their proximity to the camera may help in determining size. The
full pictures may be provided if we are unable to get an answer with what is provided and if you feel they will
be helpful, but | would prefer to wait on that for a bit.

As mentioned above, expert opinion will be helpful, but if you can back it up by explaining what in the photos
helped lead you to your conclusion (if you have one), that would be extremely helpful. As always, | have my
opinion but will hold off from sharing so as not to bias your analysis...

Our press release just went out and | have pasted it below.

Once again, thank you for your help. If | have forgotten to include anyone that would be valuable in this effort
please let me know (and send me their email address please) and It forward the email.

Eric Gardner

From: AZGFD [mailto:e-news@azgfd.gov
Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 3:56 PM

To: Jim Paxon
Subject: News Release: Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possible endangered cat

Contact:

Mark A. Hart (520) 388-4445
Public Information Officer,
Tucson

Lynda Lambert (623} 236-7203
Public Information Officer, Phoenix

Arizona Game and Fish Department

NEWS RELEASE
For immediate release, Oct. 2, 2012
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Game and Fish analyzing new photo of possihle endangered cat sighted southeast
of Tucson

TUCSON, Ariz. — The Arizona Game and Fish Department is currently analyzing a recent
trail camera photo of either a jaguar or an ocelot sighted southeast of Tucson.

The photo includes only the tail and a small portion of a hind quarter of the animal, making
positive identification more difficult. Game and Fish is now consulting with outside experts
about the photo, taken Sept. 23 and submitted by a sportsman, to better identify the
species.

“We have definitively determined
that it is either a jaguar or an ocelot,
but we need to do further analysis of
the animal’s spot patterns and size
to try to positively identify which
species it is,” said Game and Fish
Nongame Branch Chief Eric
Gardner.

Four of the |ast five confirmed jaguar
sightings in Arizona have been
reported by hunters, who all took
responsible action to document the
animal and report it to Game and
Fish. Sportsmen also provided
Game and Fish with two sets of trail
camera photos of an ocelot in the
Huachuca Mountains in 2012.

1 These hunters have provided

.3 biologists with critical information
that may not otherwise be known,
information that will help increase
the understanding of these species’
existence in the borderland area.

Jaguars have been protected

: outside of the United States under
+-- . the Endangered Species Act since
"~ 1973. That protection was extended
to jaguars within the U.S. in 1997, the year after their presence in the Arizona and New
Mexico borderlands was confirmed,

Jaguars once ranged from southern South America through Central America and Mexico
and into the southern United States. It is believed that southern Arizona is the most
northern part of the range for a population of jaguars living in Sonora, Mexico.

Ocelots are small to medium-sized spotted cats with a long tail. These cats have heen
listed as endangered since 1982 under the federal Endangered Species Act

The present range for ocelots is in the eastern and western lowlands of Mexico, from
southern Mexico through Central America and in the lowland areas of Colombia, Ecuador,
Peru and Brazil. On the fringes of their range, they occupy a very limited region in both the
United States (a remnant population exists in southern Texas) and Argentina. Other
animals such as bobcats, young mountain fions and servals, an African cat popular in the
pet trade, are sometimes misidentified as ocelots, which is why verification is so very
important.

Jaguars and ocelots are protected by the Endangered Species Act and should be left
alone. If anyone encounters a cat believed to be a jaguar or ocelot, the Game and Fish
Department requests that photes along with observation information be reported
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immediately to the department or through the Operation Game Thief hotline at (800) 352-
0700.

-30-

The Arizena Game and Fish Department prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, sex, natienal origin, age, or
disability in its programs and activities. If anyone believes that they have been discriminated against in any of the
AGFD’s programs or activities, including employment practices, they may file a complaint with the Deputy Director, 5000
W. Carefree Highway, Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000, (602) 942-3000, or with the Fish and Wildlife Service, 4040 N. Fairfax
Dr. Ste. 130, Avlinglon, VA 22203, Persons with a disability may request a reasonable accommodation or this document
in an alternative format by contacting the Deputy Director as listed above.

Unsubscribe from all lists.
Change your E-mail address or subscriptions here.

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief

Arizena Game and Fish Department
5000 W. Carefree Highway

Phocnix, AZ 85486-5000

Work: (623) 236-7507

Your Wildlife is the
Heritage Fund’s Legacy

Making a Cifference for Conservation

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the latest news and inform:tion on wildlife issues and events, outdoor
tips, education programs, regulations, and more. http:/www.azgfd gov/eservices/subscribe.shtml

Your Wildlife is the
Heritage Fund's Legacy

Making a Cifference for Conservation

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the latest news and information on wildlife issues and events, outdoor

tips. education programs. regulations, and more. http://www.azgfd, vov/eservices/subscribe.shtml
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Eric Gardner

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Monday, October 15, 2012 10:52 AM
To: ‘Sanderson Jim'

Subject: RE: Thanks for your thoughtful e-mail

Yes, our spotted cats always draw a lot of attention. So, is it okay to release your name?

Eric Gardner

Nonpgame Branch Chief

Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 W, Carefree Highway

Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000

Work: (623) 236-7507

Your Wildlife is the
Heritage Fund's Legacy

Making a Difference for Conservation

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and reccive the latest news and information on wildlife issues and events, outdoor
tips, education programs, regulations, and more. http://www.azgfd. gov/eservices/subscribe.shtml

From: Sanderson Jim

Sent: Monday, October 15, 2012 10:53 AM
To: Eric Gardner

Subject: Thanks for your thoughtful e-mail

hi Eric, Thanks for writing. Obviously | am a scientist and not accostumed to such media attention. Certainly | am not
used to measuring each reply or sentence | write though here | must be. | deeply appreciate your thoughtful concern. I'm
glad | did not send all 1379 pictures from Suriname.

--jim

Jim Sanderson, Ph.D.

Wildlife Conservation Network

Small Wild Cat Conservation Foundation

Feline Conservation Federation

IUCN Cat Specialist Group

University of Arizona Wild Cat Research and Conservation Center
Skype: jim.sanderson

From; Eric Gardner <EGardner@azgfd.gov>
To:

Cc: Jean_Calhoun@iws.gov
Sent: Monday, October 15, 2012 1:30 PM
Subject: Jaguar photos

Hi Jim



When you replied to Jean about releasing you name you said it was okay as long as we used the two photos you
had sent earlier. We chose not to use any photos that people could begin to associate with or think is the AZ
jaguar in question.

Tony Davis (reporter) is asking us for a list of names of people who provided their opinion. I suspect we would
have to give it up in a records request but want to know if we can do so now (even though we didn’t use your
photos).

For now I am telling him that I am still seeking you approval but as noted above I would have to tell him if he
files an official request.

Thanks, and feel free to call me.

Eriec Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief

Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 W, Careftree Highway

Phoenix, AZ 8508G-5000

Work: (623) 236-7507

Your Wildlife is the
Heritage Fund's Legacy

Making a Difference for Conservation

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the latest news and mformation on wildlife tssucs and events, outdoor
tips, education programs, regulations, and more. http://www.azgfd.gov/eservices/subscribe.shtinl




Eric Gardner

From: Sanderson JimW
Sent: Monday, October 1o, :

To: Eric Gardner

Subject: Thanks for your thoughtful e-mail

hi Eric, Thanks for writing. Obviously | am a scientist and not accostumed to such media attention. Certzinly | am not
used to measuring each reply or sentence | write though here | must be. | deeply appreciate your thoughtfut concern. I'm
glad | did not send all 1379 pictures from Suriname.

--jim

Jim Sandersan, Ph.D.

Wildlife Conservation Network

Small Wild Cat Conservation Foundation

Feline Conservation Federalion

IUCN Cat Specialist Group

University of Arizona Wild Cat Research and Conservation Center
Skype: jim.sanderson

From: Eric Gardner <€Gardner@azgfd.gov>
To:
Cc: Jean_Calhoun@fws.gov
Sent: Monday, October 15, 2012 1:30 PM
Subject: Jaguar photos

Hi Jim

When you replied to Jean about releasing you name you said it was okay as long as we used the two photos you
had sent earlier. We chose not to use any photos that people could begin to associate with or think is the AZ
jaguar in question.

Tony Davis (reporter) is asking us for a list of names of pecople who provided their opinion. | suspect we would
have to give it up in a records request but want to know if we can do so now {even though we didn’t use your
photos).

For now [ am telling him that I am still sceking you approval but as noted above [ would have to tell him if he
files an official request.

Thanks, and feel free to call me.

Eric Gardner

Nonganic Branch Chief

Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 W. Carefree Highway

Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000

Work: (623) 236-7507

Your Wildlife is the
Heritage Fund’s Legacy

Making a Ditlerence for Conservation




Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the latest news and information on wildlife issues and events, outdoor
tips, education programs, regulations. and more. http://www.azgtd. govieservices/subscribe.shtml




Eric Gardner

From: Sanderson JimW
Sent: Monday, October 15, :

To: Eric Gardner

Subject: certainly

Eric, Certainly it is okay to release my name.
~-jim



Tim Snow

P oo e —
from: Eric Gardner

Sent: Monday, October 15, 2012 11:27 AM

To: "Tony Davis'

Cc: Jim Paxon

Subject: RE: Large Cat Experts Photo Analysis

Tony,

As we discussed on the phone earlier, soliciting input and/or receiving input is an evolving process as people invoke their
network of colleagues. Here is the a list of the people AGFD solicited input from:

QOutside Experts:
1. Carlos Lopez Gonzalez — Northern Mexico Jaguar Research Project
Jody Mays — NPS ocelot program
Michael Tewes — Dr. Tewes has not responded and was not included in our 1C experts
Sergio Avila - SIA (he actually contacted us first and then | asked for his opinion)
Mitch Sternberg- FWS
Rodrigo Nunez — Project Jaguar
Howard Quigley — Panthera

NOOV AW

In addition, the following AGFD Biclogists analyzed the photograph and drew conclusions:
1. Tim Snow
2. Bill van Pelt
3. EricGardner
4. Jim Heffelfinger

The above people, minus Dr. Tewes since he did not respond, constitute the 10 people consulted by AGFD. However, we
are aware that the FWS sought input from at least two people.

1. Jack Childs — U of A

2. Jim Sanderson ~ U of A

In addition, one private photographer and docent at Reid Park Zoo who has an interest in wild cats also provided his
analysis and concluded that the cat is a jaguar. He was not included in the 10 people we reported. His input was similar
to that provided by the majority of the others.

Erie Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief

Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 W. Carefree Highway

Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000

Work: (623) 236-7547

Your Wildlife is the
Heritage Fund's Legacy

Making a Difference for Conservation




sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the latest news and information on wildlife issues and events. outdoor
tips, education programs. regalations, and more. hitp//www.azetd.cov/eservices/subscribe.shim]

From: Jim Paxon

Sent: Friday, October 12, 2012 2:57 PM

To: 'Tony Davis'

Subject: RE: Large Cat Experts Photo Analysis

Tony, I do not have that information and will have to wait for Eric to return next week. Jim

Jim Paxeon, Information Branch Chief
Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 West Carefree Highway IEIN
Phoenix AZ 85086

Phone 623.236.7226 / Cell 602.920,.8053
jpaxon@azafd.qgov / Fax 623.236.7903

www , azgfd.gov
Click here to sign up for AZGFD ¢eNEWS

From: Tony Davisw
Sent: Friday, October 12, 2012°2:

To: Jim Paxon
Subject: Re: Large Cat Experts Photo Analysis

Besides Sergio Avila of the Sky Island Alliance and Howard Quigley of Panthera, can you release any of the
other names of the scientific experts you talked to for this review?

Sincerely,
Tony Davis
520-806-7746 o

On Oct 12,2012, at 2:11 PM, Jim Paxon wrote:

Tony, Your request to Mark Hart has been relayed to me. I can tell you that 10 individuals
from the scientific community weighed in on the one photo that we had. Nine concluded jaguar
and one was undecided. Best, Jim

Jim Paxeon, Information Branch Chief
Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 West Carefree Highway IEIN
Phoenix AZ 85086

Phone 623.236.7226 / Cell 602.920.8053
ipaxon@azgfd.gov / Fax 623.236.7903

www.azgfd.gov
Click here to sign up for AZGFD eNEWS




Eric Gardner

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Monday, October 22, 2012 2:58 PM

To: Tim Snow; James Driscoll; Bill Burger
Subject: FW: jaguar or ocelot tail pholo
Attachments: Hood jaguar teils.jpg; Hood ocelot tails.jpg

Fred chimed in on the spotted tail analysis (unsolicited). He followed-up with these two layouts (note the copyright info).

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief

Arizona Gamie and Fish Department
5000 W, Carefree Highway

Phocnix, AZ 85086-5000

Work: (623) 236-7507

Your Wildlife is the
Heritage Fund's Legacy

Making a Difference for Conservation

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the latest news and information on wildlife issucs and events, outdoor
tips, education programs, regulations. and more. http://www.azgtd. gov/eservices/subscribe.shtml

From: Fred Hood QUSRI
Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2012 8:47 PM

To: Eric Gardner
Subject: RE: jaguar or ocelot tail photo

Layouts attached.

Fred Hood
Subject: RE: jaguar or acelot tail photo
Date: Tue, 9 Oct 2012 09:18:04 -0700

From: EGardner@azgfd.gov
To:

CC: TSnow@azgfd.gov

Mr. Hood,
| neglected to ask you for the photo spread you mentioned, but would love to have it. Please send it to this email

address.

Thank you,

Eric Gardner
Nengame Branch Chief



Arizena Game and Fish Department
5000 W. Carefree Highway
Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000

Work: (623) 236-7507

Your Wildlite is the
Heritage Fund's Legacy

Making a Diference for Conservation

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the latest news and information on wildlife issues and events, outdoor tips, -

education programs, regulations, and more, http://www.azgfd.gov/eservices/subscribe.shtml

From: Eric Gardner

Sent: Tuesday, October 09, 2012 9:16 AM
To:
Cc: Send Comments; Tim Snow
Subject: RE: jaguar or ocelot tail photo

Mr. Hood.

Thank you for your analysis of the photo. While we have not made any formal decision as to the ID of the species, you
have made some good points which are consistent with the analysis we are getting from many of our internal and
external experts. Due to the controversy of identifying an endangered cat at a specific location, we are being extra
cautious and seeking analysis from others so that the final decision is more defensible. AGFD will send out a follow-up
press release soon with our findings. '

b will add your input to that | have received from others.
Thanks again,

Eric Gardner

Nongame Branch Chief

Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 W. Carefree Highway
Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000

Work: (623) 236-7507

Your Wildiite is the
Heritage Fund'’s Legacy

Making a Difference for Conservalion

Sign up for AZGFD eNews and receive the latest news and information on wildlife issues and events, outdoor tips,
education programs, regulations, and more. http://www.azgfd.gov/eservices/subscribe.shtm!

From: SR

Sent: Sunday, October 07, 2012 2:14 PM
2



To: Send Comments
Subject: jaguar or ocelot tail photo

Name; Fred Hood

City: Tucson
State: AZ
Zip: 85719
Area: Tucson
Email:

Subject:  jaguar or ocelot tail photo

Comment: I am a part time wildlife photographer with a special interest in wild cats. I know several cat experts
and am also a docent at Reid Park Zoo. I cropped the tails of four of my (captive) jaguar photos and
eight of my {captive) ocelot photos to show just the tail. These represent all different cats from zoos
and parks in America and Europe. The photo you posted is almost certainly a jaguar. The ocelot tails
all show a distinct banding (like thick stripes), not a random pattern that jaguars have and that your
posted photo has. Also, walking jaguars have their tails curled up like your photo while walking
ocelots have their tail parallel to the ground. I have made a photo spread of my tail photos which I
would be happy to email as an attachment at your request.

Type: Comment
Regarding: Other
Phone:



Print Form Submit by Email

I- Confirmed
CIANS

Arizona Game and Fish Department
Reported Jaguar/Ocelot/Jaguarundi Observation Form

Interviewer (Name/ fob Tiiley’ IT“" Snow, Nongame Specialist FORS Interview Date: IDQ'QWZOIZ
Observer (Name) ’ Phonecht):I W) F
Address: Occupation:

Relevant Biological/ Addittonat Observers:

Outdoor Experience:

hunting, hiking

Contact Info: I

Original report date: |09,'28f2012 Reported via: [Y Phaone r_ e-mailftelter ;_ in persomn
Report received by: ‘T‘ Snow Afency: i"\ZGFD

Observation Details:

Date of Observation: |09123/20|2

Location {siate, county. legal. GPS coordhaates with Datuny, ete )’ IAZu Pima, Santa Rita Mtné

Description of site (habitat Jand use. e1c )
including ViSibi]ity {open hillside. brushs . elc )

Description of event/
observation:

single tran) camera photo taken at 23:16-23, Only the tail and small portion of hind quarter and rear foot
visible

Time of day: I L1600 PM Duration {total timwe of observation). Ill/ﬂ Phot taken: 1X Yes [ N

Location of the sun o obscrver: l— overhead rﬂ Lelvingd anumal I_ behind observer

Number of animals seen- ll_ Distance from observer: I3U~50 It Optical aids used: Icnmeru

Description of animal:

Body {color. size. markings. ec): Ilargc cal with rosseltes: appears larger than bobeat {similar photos al same location)

llong with distinct roseties at base

Tail tonger/shorter than bods ): Head/Face:

,dislinct roseltes other photos of bear. liogn, bobeal at same location

Legs/Feet: Other:

Behavior of animal: I‘“"Ik’"g

Other sign{s) obscrvered wracks. scat. prey remams. elc i Imo rocky for tracks. no fence for possible hair collection

Specific Questions for the Reporting Party:

Qbserver’s first impression: hagua[

Were notes taken during the ohservation r ot from memory”? r

‘Were References used in your decision? I- Field guide(s) X Advice from friends/collegues [ Images from Internet

: i 1 | 2 Ry | 9 . . .
If used, how did this change or tnfluence your decision? oine. anly a partiat photo of the animal, image was reviewed by
AZGFD personnel o determine scale, elc

Describe how/why similar species were discounted: long tail versus bobcat: tail markings with rosettes versus swiping of an ocelot:

thickness and size of tail in proportion 1o hind-quarters indicates jaguar

jons/Follow-up: (for agency personnel only) |fotlow Department reporting guidelines

:‘_for acceptanceldenial; | Visual or physical evidence provided \ confirmed to be jaguariocelot\jaguarundi

; Notes: |pending external confirmation of species; all indications are jaguar




